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This document is a copy of the original survey published in 1979. 
It has not been corrected or updated.

Since the original publication:
>additional properties have been entered on the National Register;
>some financial incentives referred to in these pages are no longer available;
>some new financial incentives are available.

For up-to-date information, please contact:
RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
150 Benefit St. 
Providence, RI 02903
(401)222-2678          www.preservation.ri.gov            info@preservation.ri.gov

The Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission is your state agency for historical preservation.  The Commission identifies and protects historic buildings, districts, landscapes, structures, and archaeological sites throughout the State of Rhode Island.

www.preservation.ri.gov
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m
th

e
1

8
4

9
C

u
s
h

in
g

an
dW

al
lin

g
m

a
p

of
P

ro
v
id

e
n

c
e

,s
h

o
w

in
g

F
e

rd
in

a
n

d
P

o
tt
e

r’
s

nu
rs

er
y

on
th

e
ea

st
si

de
of

C
ra

n
st

o
nS

tr
e

e
ta

n
d

A
n

so
n

P
o

tt
e

r’
s

n
u

rs
e

ry
on

th
e

w
e

st
si

de
of

B
ro

ad
S

tr
e

e
t.
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FR
O

M
S

U
B

U
R

B
TO

C
ITY

N
E

IG
H

B
O

R
H

O
O

D
:

TH
E

M
A

K
IN

G
O

F
E

LM
W

O
O

D
,

1
8

4
5

-1
9

4
5

T
h

e
ye

a
rs

fro
m

1845
to

1945
fo

rm
the

m
a

jo
r

e
ra

of
E

lm
w

o
o

d
’s

d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t. In
this

ce
n

tu
ry-lo

n
g

p
e

rio
d

,

this
thinly

p
o

p
u

la
te

d
d

istrict
on

C
ra

n
sto

n
’s

n
o

rth
e

rn

p
e

rip
h

e
ry

w
as

slow
ly

tra
n

sfo
rm

e
d

into
to

d
a

y’s
d

e
n

se
ly

b
u

ilt-u
p

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

n
e

ig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

.
M

ost
of

th
e

area’s

p
h

ysica
l
fo

rm
-its

stre
e

ts,h
o

u
sin

g
,

a
n

d
co

m
m

e
rcia

land

in
stitu

tio
n

a
ls

tru
c
tu

re
s
-d

a
tefro

m
th

e
se

ye
a

rs.

E
ve

n
th

e
nam

e
"E

lm
w

o
o

d
"

is
a

p
ro

d
u

ct
of

th
e

tim
e

s.
T

h
e

te
rm

w
as

first
u

s
e

d
b

y
Jo

se
p

hJ.
C

o
o

ke
to

n
a

m
e

a
la

rg
e

fa
rm

h
e

b
o

u
g

h
t

in
s
o

u
th

e
rn

E
lm

w
o

o
d

in

1
8

4
3

.
It

is
s
a

id
to

h
a

ve
b

e
e

n
S

a
m

u
e

lS
.

H
a

llid
a

y,
a

m
in

is
te

r
a

n
d

re
lig

io
u

s
-tra

c
td

e
a

le
r

a
n

d
n

e
w

ly
s
e

ttle
d

re
s
id

e
n

t,

w
h

o
,

a
b

o
u

t
1850,

suggested
calling

th
e

e
n

tire
se

ctio
n

"E
lm

w
o

o
d

."
B

y
1860

"E
lm

w
o

o
d

"
re

fe
rre

d
to

th
e

a
re

a
b

o
u

n
d

e
d

by
th

e
P

ro
v
id

e
n

c
e

lin
e

on
th

e
n

o
rth

,
B

ro
a

d

S
tre

e
t

on
th

e
east,C

ra
n

sto
n

S
tre

e
ta

n
d

M
a

sh
a

p
a

u
g
P

o
n

d
on

th
e

w
e

st,
a

n
d

th
e

R
o

g
e

r
W

illiam
s

P
ark

a
re

a
on

th
e

so
u

th
.T
he

h
isto

ry
of

E
lm

w
o

o
d

d
u

rin
g

its
e

ra
o

f
d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t

m
ay

be
divided

into
th

re
e

p
e

rio
d

s:
1

8
4

5
-1

8
6

8
,

1
8

6
8

-1
910,

and
1

9
1

0
-1

9
4

5
.T

h
e

ye
a

rs
fro

m
1845

to
1868

saw
th

e
b

e
g

in
n

in
g

s
of

u
rb

a
n

d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t.D
u

rin
g

this

p
e

rio
d

,
E

lm
w

o
o

d
’s

ro
a

d
grid

w
as

laid
d

o
w

n
a

n
d

, w
ith

th
e

beginning
of

se
ttle

m
e

n
t,its

n
e

ig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

ch
a

ra
cte

re
s

ta
b

lis
h

e
d

. T
h

e
b

e
g

in
n

in
g

o
f

d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
to

f
w

h
a

t
w

a
s

still

at
th

a
t

tim
e

th
e

n
o

rth
e

rn
se

ctio
n

of
C

ra
n

sto
n

, in
clu

d
in

g

a
d

ja
ce

n
t S

o
u

th
P

ro
vid

e
n

ce
,w

as
tied

to
th

e
so

u
th

w
a

rd
e

x

p
a

n
sio

n
of

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

.B
y

1840
th

e
city’s

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
h

a
d

risen
to

over
2

3
,0

0
0

.T
en

ye
a

rs
la

te
r it

p
a

sse
dth

e
4

0
,0

0
0

m
ark

and,
by

1860,
5

0
,0

0
0

.
In

th
e

1
8

4
0

s
a

n
d

1
8

5
0

s th
e

b
u

ilt-u
p

p
a

rt
of

th
e

city
cre

p
t

in
e

xo
ra

b
ly

so
u

th
w

e
stw

a
rd

along
B

road,C
ra

n
sto

n
,and

W
e

stm
in

ste
rstre

e
ts.B

y
1857

B
road

S
tre

e
tas

fa
r

as
P

earlS
tre

e
ta

n
d

th
e

W
estE

n
d

as
fa

r
so

u
th

a
n

d
w

e
st

as
B

ridgham
S

tre
e

tw
ere

th
ickly

b
u

ilt
up.

D
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

tof
E

lm
w

o
o

d
a

n
d

th
e

n
e

a
rb

y
p

a
rt of

th
e

W
estE

n
d

,
lo

ca
te

d
a

m
ile

a
n

d
m

o
re

fro
m

th
e

ce
n

tra
lb

u
s
i

ness
d

istrict,
w

as
p

ro
m

o
te

d
by

th
e

e
sta

b
lish

m
e

n
to

f
o

m
n

i
bus

lines
in

th
e

1
8

5
0

s.T
he

E
lm

w
o

o
d

O
m

n
ib

u
s

C
o

m
p

a
n

y,
o

rg
a

n
ize

d
in

1855
by

severalE
lm

w
o

o
d

d
e

ve
lo

p
e

rs,o
p

e
r

a
te

d
a

line
of

o
m

n
ib

u
se

sh
o

rs
e

-d
ra

w
n
c
o

a
c
h

e
s
,ru

n
n

in
g

fro
m

M
a

rke
t

S
q

u
a

re
o

u
t

B
ro

a
d

S
tre

e
ta

n
d

E
lm

w
o

o
d

A
v
e

n
u

e
p

ro
b

a
b

ly
as

fa
r

as
P

o
tte

rs
A

venue.B
y

1860
a

C
ra

n
sto

n
S

tre
e

t
lin

e
,

ru
n

n
in

g
fro

m
th

e
A

rca
d

e
o

u
t

B
ro

a
d

a
n

d
S

u
m

m
e

r
stre

e
ts

to
C

ra
n

sto
n

S
tre

e
t,w

as
also

in
o

p
e

ra
tio

n
.In

an
age

w
h

e
n

few
city

dw
ellers

p
o

sse
sse

dhorses,
p

u
b

lic
tra

n
sp

o
rta

tio
n

w
as

th
e

m
a

jo
r

m
e

a
n

s
o

f
tra

ve
lin

g
b

e
yo

n
d

w
a

lkin
g

d
ista

n
ce

.Its
e

sta
b

lish
m

e
n

tin
this

p
e

rio
d

paved
th

e
w

a
y

fo
r

fu
tu

re
u

rb
a

n
g

ro
w

th
.

T
his

first
p

e
rio

d
e

n
d

s
in

1868,
w

ith
th

e
su

cce
ssfu

l
co

n
clu

sio
n

of
e

ffo
rts

to
a

n
n

e
x

E
lm

w
o

o
d

a
n

d
S

o
u

th
P

ro
v
i

d
e

n
c
e

-w
h

ic
h

h
a

d
b

e
e

n
p

a
rt

of
C

ra
n

sto
n

since
1

7
5

4
-to

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

.T
h

e
m

o
ve

m
e

n
tto

a
n

n
e

x
th

e
se

a
re

a
s,fo

r
ye

a
rs

tie
d

to
P

ro
vid

e
n

ce
e

co
n

o
m

ica
lly

a
n

d
so

cia
lly,

began
in

e
a

rn
e

stin
1

8
5

4
.

C
ra

n
sto

n
vo

te
rs

d
e

fe
a

te
d

this
initial

e
f

fo
rt

b
u

t
did

vo
te

to
lo

ca
te

th
e

tow
n

clerk’s
o

ffice
in

E
lm

-
w

o
o

d
.

B
y

th
e

1
8

6
0

s,th
e

ra
p

id
g

ro
w

th
o

f
E

lm
w

o
o

d
a

n
d

S
o

u
th

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

,p
a

rticu
la

rly
th

e
b

u
rg

e
o

n
in

g
Irish

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
in

S
o

u
th

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

,w
ith

its
D

e
m

o
cra

tic
a

lle
g

ia
n

ce
,

w
a

s
vie

w
e

d
as

a
th

re
a

t
to

th
e

co
n

tin
u

e
d

d
o

m
in

a
tio

n
o

f

C
ra

n
sto

n
p

o
litics

by
th

e
R

e
p

u
b

lica
n

s.In
1

8
6

8
, th

e
to

w
n

o
f

C
ra

n
sto

n
,w

ith
th

e
b

le
ssin

g
of

th
e

R
e

p
u

b
lica

n
-d

o
m

in
a

te
d

sta
te

g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t,a

u
th

o
rize

dre
tu

rn
o

f
E

lm
w

o
o

d
a

n
d

S
o

u
th

P
ro

vid
e

n
ceto

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

.

In
th

e
1

8
6

8
-1

9
1

0
p

e
rio

d
,

b
e

tw
e

e
n

th
e

a
n

n
e

xa
tio

n

of
th

e
a

re
a

to
P

ro
vid

e
n

cea
n

d
th

e
a

d
ve

n
to

f
th

e
a

u
to

m
o

bile,
E

lm
w

o
o

d
u

n
d

e
rw

e
n

tits
g

re
a

te
stp

e
rio

d
of

u
rb

a
n

iz
a

tion
a

n
d

a
ssu

m
e

din
la

rg
e

m
e

a
su

re
its

p
re

se
n

tfo
rm

.
T

his

ra
p

id
g

ro
w

th
w

as
a

re
fle

ctio
n

of
th

e
tre

m
e

n
d

o
u

sin
d

u
s
tri

al
a

n
d

co
m

m
e

rcia
le

xp
a

n
sio

n
of

P
ro

vid
e

n
ce

,as
a

re
su

lto
f

w
h

ich
th

e
city’s

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
sw

elled
fro

m
6

9
,0

0
0

in
1870

to
1

7
6

,0
0

0
in

1900
a

n
d

2
2

5
,0

0
0

in
1910. It

w
as

in
to

E
lm

-

w
o

o
d

a
n

d
o

th
e

r
n

e
w

ly
e

sta
b

lish
e

d
re

sid
e

n
tia

l
se

ctio
n

s

a
ro

u
n

d
th

e
city’s

o
u

tskirts
th

a
t

m
o

st
of

th
e

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
g

ro
w

th
w

as
fu

n
n

e
le

d
.

F
ig.

7:
R

e
sid

e
n

ce
son

A
d

e
la

id
e

A
venue; p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
,c.

1876.
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A
se

co
n

de
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
fo

r
E

lm
w

o
o

d
’s

ra
p

id
d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t

in
th

is
p

e
ri
o

d
w

as
th

e
co

n
tin

u
e

d
im

p
ro

ve
m

e
n

to
f

p
u

b

lic
tr

a
n

sp
o

rt
a

tio
n

.
In

18
64

an
d

1
8

6
5

,
th

e
sl

ow
-m

ov
in

g
o

m
n

ib
u

se
s
w

e
re

re
p

la
ce

db
y

h
o

rs
e

-d
ra

w
nc

ar
s

p
u

lle
d

a
lo

n
g

tr
a

ck
s.

T
h

e
U

n
io

n
R

a
ilr

o
a

d
C

o
m

p
a

n
y

w
as

fo
rm

e
d

in
18

65
.

It
to

o
k

o
ve

r
th

e
C

ra
n

st
o

n
S

tr
e

e
th

o
rs

er
a

ilr
o

a
d

,e
st

a
b

lis
h

e
d

in
1

8
6

4
,

w
h

ic
h

ra
n

to
K

n
ig

h
ts

vi
lle

,
a

n
d

in
18

65
b

u
ilt

a
lin

e
fr

o
m

E
xc

h
a

n
g

e
P

la
ce

o
u

t
E

lm
w

o
o

d
A

ve
n

u
e

a
n

d
E

a
rl

S
tr

e
e

t
to

B
u

ck
lin

,
w

h
e

re
a

la
rg

e
br

ic
k

st
a

b
le

,
ca

r-
b

a
rn

,
a

n
d

d
e

p
o

tb
u

ild
in

g
w

as
e

re
ct

e
d

.
B

y
18

72
th

e
E

lm
w

o
o

d
A

ve
n

u
e

lin
e

w
a

s
e

xt
e

n
d

e
d

to
R

o
g

e
r W

ill
ia

m
s

P
a

rk
,a

n
d

in

18
79

a
h

o
rs

e
-c

a
rl

in
e

w
as

e
st

a
b

lis
h

e
d o

n
B

ro
a

d
S

tr
e

e
t.

In
th

e
e

a
rl
y

1
8

9
0

s
m

o
re

ra
p

id
tr

o
lle

ys
re

p
la

ce
dt

h
e

h
o

rs
e

-c
a

rl
in

es
.

T
h

e
U

n
io

n
R

a
ilr

o
a

d
C

o
m

p
a

n
y

e
le

ct
ri
fie

d
its

B
ro

a
d

S
tr

e
e

tli
ne

in
18

92
a

n
d

by
18

94
h

a
d

re
p

la
ce

da
ll

th
e

h
o

rs
e

ra
ilw

a
ys

.
In

th
e

1
8

9
0

s,
a

ft
e

r
th

e
fil

lin
g

of
L

o
n

g
P

o
n

d
,a

tr
o

lle
y

lin
e

w
as

in
st

a
lle

d
o

ve
rD

e
xt

e
rS

tr
e

e
t,

P
o

tt
e

rs

A
ve

n
u

e
,

a
n

d
C

a
lh

o
u

n
S

tr
e

e
td

o
w

n
to

a
d

e
n

se
ly

p
o

p
u

la
te

d
a

re
a

w
e

st
o

f
M

a
sh

a
p

a
u

g
P

o
n

d
n

o
w

re
d

e
ve

lo
p

e
da

s
th

e
H

u
n

tin
g

to
n

E
xp

re
ss

w
a

yI
n

d
u

st
ri
a

lC
o

m
p

le
x.

A
n

o
th

e
r

im
p

e
tu

s
to

u
rb

a
n

iz
a

tio
n

in
th

e
1

8
6

8
-1

9
1

0
p

e
ri
o

d
w

as
th

e
d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

n
to

f
he

av
y

in
d

u
st

ry
in

th
e

W
es

t
E

n
d

a
n

d
n

e
a

rL
o

n
g

P
o

n
d

a
ft

e
r
th

e
C

iv
il

W
ar

a
n

d
th

e
o

p
e

n
in

g
o

f
th

e
G

o
rh

a
m

fa
ct

o
ry

n
e

a
rM

a
sh

a
p

a
u

gP
o

n
d

by
1

8
9

0
.

T
h

e
e

st
a

b
lis

h
m

e
n

to
f

fa
ct

o
ri
e

s
le

d
d

ir
e

ct
ly

to
th

e
s
e

tt
le

m
e

n
tb

o
th

o
fw

o
rk

e
rs

a
n

d
su

p
e

rv
is

o
ry

p
e

rs
o

n
n

e
l.

T
h

e
p

e
ri
o

d
1

9
1

0
-1

9
4

5
sa

w
th

e
co

n
cl

u
si

o
n

of
th

e
p

ro
ce

ss
o

f
u

rb
a

n
iz

a
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p
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h
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p
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re
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re
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b
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d
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p
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e
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d
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n
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r
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b
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p
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e
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:
A

2½
-

story,
Federal-style,4-bay,

1-room
-deep,flank-gable

d
w

e
ll

ing.
It

re
ta

in
s

its
originalcornicesand

p
ila

ste
r-fra

m
e

dfro
n

t
e

n
tra

n
ce

,w
ith

a
co

n
so

le
-su

p
p

o
rte

d
,fla

t
lin

te
l.

T
his

is
one

of
only

tw
o

p
re

-su
b

u
rb

a
n

b
u

ild
in

g
s

in
th

e
n

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
.

R
hodes,a

P
rovidencem

erchant,built
the

houseas
a

tenant
farm

house
on

the
land

through
w

hich
Linw

ood
A

venue
now

passes.T
he

property,sold
by

R
hodes’h

e
irs

in
1826,

re
m

a
in

e
d

a
farm

until
1860,w

hen
R

obert
S

te
ve

n
splatted

L
in
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o

o
d

A
venue

through
it.
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1861,
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e
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o
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e

p
a

th
of

th
e

new
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e
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d
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p
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n
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w

ood’s
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ueen

A
nne

single-fam
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houses,
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2½
-story,
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p
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ro
u

n
d

,tu
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e
d
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e
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rn
a

m
ents.
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first
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ood’s
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st
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posing

single-fam
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-sto

ry,
hip

roof,
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and
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n

e
tian
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the
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g
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:
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E
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w
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w
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R
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ith
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re
cently
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d
u
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d

h
o

o
d

e
d

e
n
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n
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sand

bay
w
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d

o
w

s,th
is

1½
-story,

cross-gable
dw

elling
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d
e

n
tile

d
co

rn
ice

s
and

cornice
returns.In

1869,John
F

.B
a

rb
o

u
r,an

ice
-ca

rtdriver,
R

achel
B
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w
idow

of
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original
ow
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a

n
d
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o

b
e
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.B
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h
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u
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n
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p
e

d
,th
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e
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n

g
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w

ater.
T
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o

o
d

e
d
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u

n
d

e
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p

e
d
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u

t
th

e
w

e
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u
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d
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d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

to
f
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H

u
n
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g
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n

E
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C
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plex.

F
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p
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ra
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n
n

e
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d
w
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narrow
ed
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w
idth
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the
w

est
shore

an
all-too-regularoutline.

M
ashapaugP
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o

n
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w
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d
u
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g

p
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n
n
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g
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w
hich

m
ay

a
ffe

ct
it.
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re
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n
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B
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M
a

n
u
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-th
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w
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w
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the
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century.
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the
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lm

w
ood

area,M
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-story,m

ansard
h

o
u

se
.T

he
w

in
d

o
w

to
th

e
right

of
th

e
fro

n
t

e
n

tra
n

cehas
been

enlarged
by

the
addition

of
Q

ueenA
nne,stained-glass
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b
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U
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M
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B
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n
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p
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n
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n
-in

sp
ire

d
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d
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n
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n
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gable.M

o
w

ry,
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S

chool,m
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E
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w
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first
resided
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u
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e
t. In
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b

o
u
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h
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n
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n
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n
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p
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b
ro
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p
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ra
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d
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M

usic
S
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W
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p
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u
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e
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u
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ry-g
o

o
d

s
m

e
rch

a
n

t,w
as

the
next

o
ccu

p
a

n
t.
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h
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a
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u
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n

a
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of
G

ro
to

n
,

C
o

n
n

e
cticu

t,
cam

e
to

E
lm

w
o

o
d

in
1838.

H
e

served
as

th
e

agent
and

su
p

e
rin

te
n

d
e

n
t o

f
th

e
n

e
a

rb
y

E
lm

-
w

o
o

d
C

o
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n
M

ills
from
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the
S
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f
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u
n

d
e
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th
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U
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C

a
rp

e
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S
w

e
e

p
e
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o

m
p
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n
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th

in
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th
e

structure
becam

e
the
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rancisW

.
R

eynolds.
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w

e
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E
lm
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o

o
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e
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p
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tte

d
in
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by

J.J. C
ooke

and
his

p
a

rtn
e
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m
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d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

n
tto

o
k

place-b
e

tw
e

e
n

1870
and

1900.
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ra
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n
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