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Preface

T his publicationreportson the extraordinarilylong andrich history of
AfricanAmericansin theCity of Newport.Theprojectwasa two year
effort, fundedby theRhodeIslandHistoricalPreservation& Heritage

Commissionandreflectsthelong-standingcommitmentof theCommission
to ensurethat thehistory of all Rhode Islandersis reflectedin its historical
preservationactivities.

TheHistorical Preservation& HeritageCommissionfirst proposed
thisresearchandpublicationeffortto theRhodeIslandBlackHeritageSociety
in1990,andsincethentheSocietyhasbeentheCommission’senthusiasticand
supportivepartnerin theproject.

Theinitial phaseof thisprojectwascarriedoutby BethParkhurstand
Kevin Games,underagrantmadeby theRhodeIslandHistoricalPreserva
tion& HeritageCommissionto the RhodeIslandBlack HeritageSocietyand
theCity of Newport.Thefirst phaseof theprojectidentified relevantsources
and issuesin the history of African-AmericanNewporters,and identified
somesitesandbuildingsassociatedwith significantpeopleandevents.

The secondphaseof the project, also supportedby grant funding
from theRhodeIslandHistoricalPreservation& HeritageCommissiontothe
RhodeIslandBlack HeritageSocietyandtheCity of Newport,wascarriedout
by RichardC.Youngkenof theNewportCollaborative.Thispartof theproject
reliedheavilyontheactiveparticipationandadviceof anumberof Newporters
familiar with the City’s African-Americancommunityandhistory. Thesec
ondphaseof theprojectproducedthis report,additionalresearchtobeadded
to theNationalRegisternominations,andseveralpublic presentations.

The RhodeIslandHistoricalPreservation& HeritageCommission
andtheRhodeIslandBlack HeritageSocietyarepleasedto bringthisstudyof
AfricanAmericansinNewporttoawideaudience.BoththeCommissionand
theSocietyaregratefulto all thosewhohelpedmakeourprojecta success,but
especiallyto our unusuallyableconsultants,particularlyRichardC. Youngken
andJaneCarey,andto the many Newporterswho sharedtheir time, their
knowledge,their buildings, their photographs,andtheir careandaffection
for their city.

EdwardF. Sanderson
ExecutiveDirector, RhodeIslandHistorical Preservation& Heritage Commission

Linda A’Vant-Deishirmi
ExecutiveDirector, RhodeIsland BlackHeritageSociety
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Foreword

A frican-Americanculturehasmademany contributionsto thevaried
culturesof theworld andhasadvancedtheheritageand legacyof
thousandsof yearsof humanresponseas it impactsupon the355

yearsof the African-Americansojournin Newport, RhodeIsland.It is our
hopethat this historical andcultural documentationof someof the accom
plishmentsmadeby theAfricanAmericanswhohelpedto build ourhistoric
city of Newport is enjoyedandsharedby peopleof all cultures.This docu
ment,showingaportrait of the African-Americancommunityin Newport,
shouldserveas a majorcredentialfor notonly African Americansliving in
NewportandtheUnitedStates,but forscholars,tourists,educators,business
people,governmentworkersandothersin the world audience.We would
alsohopethatthiswill give thereadersa relationshipwith, andarepresenta
tion of someof our forbearers’lives, their activities,their successes,little or
well known,andfactsabouttheAfrican-Americancommunityof Newport.

Werememberthatit is notonly important,but it is our duty, tokeep
alive,bydocumentation,thesecontributionsto societyby African Americans
forpresentandfuturegenerations.History is apowerful tool thathelpsusto
understandthattheworld is controlledby ideasandit is our clockweuseto
tell our timeof day.History alsois ourcompassto help usfind ourselveson
themapof humangeographyandit recordswherewehavebeen,wherewe
areandwherewe aregoing in relationto others.

Thischronicle,unfortunately,cannotexhibitor presenteverydetail
of African-Americanlife thatcontributedto the historic significanceof the
City of Newportor to thevibrantAfrican-Americancommunitythat existed
within its confines.We arecertainthat inadvertentomissionsof individuals
andtheir relatedactivitieswill occur,buta valid attemptwasmadeto select

information,personalitiesandactivitiesthatexemplifiedsomeof thesignifi
cantcontributionsthatwould accompanytherich heritagethat impactednot
only on thelocalandstatespectrumsbut on thenationalandworld stageas
well. It is ourhopethatthemannerinwhich thedata,thephotographsandthe
mapsarepresentedreflectsnot just accuracy,butalsoexhibitstheprideand
thelove wehavefor suchanoblesubject.

Hopefully, thosereaderswho witnessedsomeof thesepastaccom
plishments,personalitiesandactivities,andthosewho contributedinformation
to this effort, will appreciateand shareour joy andpride in the discovery,
revelationandrecordingof thesegloriouscontributionsof agloriouspeople
living iii Newport,RhodeIslandsince 1700.

This is ourstory;this is oursong And tothatend,I hopeeachof youwho
areapartof ourcommunityandrememberrelevantpeopleandplacesof our
heritage,takethetime to write down your history in thenote sectionat the
backof thisbook. This in turn canbepasseddowntoyour childrenandtheir
childrenaswe havedoneto keepour history alive.

Paul L. Gaines
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Be Brave,
Have Courage,
Persevere

Introduction
In 1908, Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland,a prominent Newport African-

American physician, spoketo the nation’s black community through art
articleentitled "Getting Along UnderDifficulties" publishedin the Colored
AmericanMagazine.He said, "Be brave,havecourageandpersevere".He
echoedin one phrasethe accomplishmentsof his Newport,a city whose
African-Americancommunityhadgainedinfluenceandprospered.

Thehistory of African Americansin Newportillustratesthepersever
anceof an ethnic culture andrace in extremeadversity. It illustratesthe
contribution of African Americansto the developmentof one of the five
leading North Americaneighteenthcenturycolonial communities, to the
survivalof Newportfollowing theRevolution,andto its laterrebirthas one
of NorthAmerica’sleadingresorts.It is ahistory of theinterplayof economic
developmentandsocial systems,acculturation,andthesurvivalof aninde
pendentblack communitywithin thecity prior to World War II.

The surveyof African Americansin Newport is a window on the
evolutionof anurbanblackcommunityinfluencedbysocio-economicfactors
in the northeasternregion of the United States. The influencesupon the
communityincludeda hybridized form of slaverywhich wasa significant
force in the local economy; early anti-slavery and abolitionist agitation
spurredbywhite religiousleaderswithin acommunityof toleration;theearly
developmentof African cultural institutionsby free Africans to preserve
customsand createan independence;and early participation in both the
AfricanColonizationmovementandin thecounter-reactionespousedbymid
and late 19thcenturyblack integrationistleadersstriving for blackachieve
ment and independence.All of theseforces within the black community
nationally areexemplifiedinNewport’sblackheritageand,in manycases,it
is from Newportthat theseinfluencesactuallyeminate.This rich heritageof
African Americansis physicallyrepresentedby awealthof historicresources
rangingacrosstheentireperiodof significance:1700-1945.

1

Methodology
Whereastheunpublishedreport:African AmericansinNewport,1600-

1960,Part I, the preliminarysurvey of African-Americanheritagein New
port,hasasits primaryconcentrationthedescriptionof thehistoricalpresence
of African-Americansin the city, this report further definesand frames
principaldevelopmentalperiodsandthelocationof historic resourceswhich
physicallyillustrate thesedevelopmentalperiods. It providesa contextfor
evaluatingthesignificanceof local resourcesanda referencepointfor future
study.

A distinction is madehere betweenthe terms African and African
American.SignificantlyAfrican refersto thefirst generationof Africans who
cameto Newportandwho carriedtheir homelandin their hearts.Thenext
generationwereAmericans,participatingfreely in striving for successas
permanentresidents.In NewporttheAfricans,whetherfrom theWestIndies
or African, were involved until the earlynineteenthcentury.The second
generationtookhold from the 1820’sonward.

This historical andarchitecturalsurveywasconductedin accordance
with theSecretaryof theInterior’sStandardsfor IdentificationandEvaluation
NationalParkService,U.S.Departmentof theInterior,1983.A discussionof
the generalmethodologymay be found in Guidelinesfor Local Surveys:A
Basisfor PreservationPlanningDerry,Jandle,Shill andThorman,National
Registerof Historic Places,National ParkService,U.S. Departmentof the
Interior, 1977. Utilizing this methodology,researchof African American
historic resourceswasfirst undertakenwith anemphasisonprimarysource
materialin Newport Collectionsand a review of the secondaryliterature,
followed by the locationand documentationof buildings and sitesrepre
sentedin theresearch.Existing surveyswereusedas well as oral sources,
includingextensiveinterviewswith membersof theAfrican-Americancom
munity who rememberNewportin the periodprior to World War II or who
haveretainedrelevanthistorical materialin their privatecollections.Early
Newportcensusdatawasinvaluablein trackingAfrican-Americanindividu
als andfamilies. City directoriesandatlasmapsprovedequallyvaluablein
locatingwhereindividuals andfamilies lived. Deedresearchand probate
record investigationsresolvedthe location of key resources.The historic
resourceslist compiledfrom thesurveywill beusedto supplementdescrip
tionsof buildingsandsitesalreadyinventoriedwithin theNewportNational
Historic LandmarksDistrict as well as to identify resourcesoutsideof the
districtworthy of preservation.

Noteon footnotereferences
The authorsand sourcesnotedin parenthesesat theend of paragraphsin thetext refer to theannotated
bibliography,Wherespecificpagesarelisted,keysourcematerialpertinentto thetopicis cited;wherejustthe
authoror institution is mentioned,generalsupportingmaterialis available.
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Chapter 1

Slavery:1700-1800

ORIGINS:
UNDERSTANDING THE BACKGROUND CULTURE

ighteenthcenturyNewportevolvedas oneof the principal colonial
trading ports in North America in largepart due to the clever
exploitationof coastal,WestIndianandEuropeantradingmarkets.

Thecoastalmarketprovidedfor theshipmentinto Newportof produceandraw
materialswhich weretranshippedalong the northeastandsoutherncoastsas
marketitems,eitherproduceandlivestock or manufacturedgoodssuchasrum,
spermaceticandles,barrels,andluxury itemssuchas furnitureandsilver goods.
The West Indian market included the so-called"triangle" tradein which rum
distilled inNewportwastradedon theWestAfrican coastby Newportersdirectly
for slaves.Theslavesweretransportedto theWestIndiesandsold to sugarcane
andriceplanters.Molasseswaspurchasedin theWestIndieswithslaveprofits and
transportedbacktoNewporttobedistilledintorum. Othercommoditiesrequired
for the sustenanceof WestIndian plantation life were shippeddirectly from
Newportandfrom othercoastalports.Theprofits derivedfromslavetradingmay
haveprovided for Newportmerchantsthe extra venturecapital to indulge in
additional tradeor luxury items. Overall, the West Indies tradewas far more
importanttoNewport’seighteenthcenturyeconomythanthesaleof African slaves
to plantationowners.Newportersplayeda role in thedevelopmentandperpetu
ationofslaveryin theNewWorld.Thisrolewasnot,howeversolelyasslavetraders,
but as suppliersof mundanebut necessarycommoditiesto the slave-owning
Caribbeancountriesandthesoutherncoloniesof North America.Newport’sWest

CharlesBlaskowitzmap,A Planof theTownof Newport,RhodeIsland, 1777. Note the
wharvesandtheir merchantowners.PopeStreet,an areaofearly African-Americansettlement,
is at thesouthernedgeof town. Detail Collectionof theNewportHistorical Society.

Indiesandcoastaltradeswere anessentialpartof whathasbeendescribedasthe
"plantationcomplex".Newportmerchantskeptthatcomplexaliveandprofitable.
Curtin

The triangletradebecamemorefully developedafter 1740. Prior to the
mid-eighteenthcentury,slaveswerebroughtbackto Newportin greaternumbers
eitherto besold locally - particularlyto plantationsin theNarragansettCountry
acrosstheBay- - or tobetransportedsouthtobesoldinthesoutherncolonies.After
the mid-eighteenthcentury,Newportslaversprimarily sold Africansin the West
IndiesaftercompletingaMiddle PassagefromtheAfricancoast.Someslaveswere
culledfor transporttoNewporteitherfromtheAfrican coastor theWestIndiesby
special requestfrom ship-ownersor as captains’ privilege, to be disposedof
separatelyfrom the cargo. Otherswereobtainedfrom WestIndies plantations
havingbeen"seasoned"throughaperiodof acculturationthere.Researchby Daniel
SnydackerandothershassuggestedthatmanyAfrican Americansweresecond
generationWest Indian slavesimported into Newport in small groupsof 1-3.
Otherscamefrom othermainlandsoutherncolonies.Many werebroughtbackto
Newportfordomestic,manualandspecializedlabor. At itspeak,slavinginterests
in Newport ownedor managedmore than 30 rum distilleries and 150 vessels
engagedin thetrade.Thiswasa smallnumberwhencomparedto theglobalslave
market. Newport’s sharewas less than 0.10%of the world market.Coughtry;
Prestonp.67 et seq.,Withey

Newportersenteredthe African slavetradeon the "Guinea" coastrela
tivelylatein its exploitationbyEuropeans.Theydevelopeda competitive,hybrid
slavingsystem,producingahighlysought-afterhigher-proof"Guinea"rum in their
stilihouseswhichboughtahighervalueontheAfrican coastinbarterforslavesthan
otherexchangeitems. Newportrumbecameacurrencystandardin this trade.

3
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TheNewport-basedslaveship wassmallby Europeanstandards,hold

ing perhapsonehalfto onequarterasmanyslavesasEnglishorFrenchslavers.
Smallercargoswerepreferredby WestIndiesfactorsdueto marketconditions
which failed tohandlelargequantitiesof slavesat auction. Largeslaveships
gluttedmarketswith slavesin poor condition. Newportslaverswereknown

in the marketplacefor transportingslavesin betterhealthin numberswhich
couldeasilybe sold at islandauctions.Coughtry

Ofsignificanceis thefactthat thetriangletradeoriginatingin Newport
wascontrolledby keyNewportmerchantsandentrepreneurs.In somecases

it developedinto a form of vertical businessin which merchantscontrolled

distilling, shipping,andtherawmaterials- slavesandsugarcane.Newporter
AbrahamRedwoodownedasizablesugarplantationin theWestIndiesaswell
asslavingandtradinginterestsin Newport. Redwoodmayhavebeentheonly
Newportertohaveattemptedsuchamonopoly;whetheror nototherNewport
merchantsweresuccessfulremainsfor further research.Newportbecamean
entrepôtfor distribution of local and internationalcommodities. Newport’s
greatmerchantfamilies participatedin the tradeincluding Malbones,Banis
ters,Gardners,Wantons,Brentons,Collins, Vernons,Aaron Lopezand his
father-in-lawJacobRodriguesRivera,andtheChannings,amongmanyothers.

Crane,Coughtry Thesewealthymerchantshad the financialcapacity to
undertaketherisksinvolved in theslavetrade.Theywerealsoabletotakefull
advantageof the sizable profits offered by successfulslave-shippingand
trading.

Theimportationof Africanswasaningredientin theoperationof the
tradeonseverallevels. Not only did slaveryprovideamajornewprofit sector
andanengine for tradewith the West Indies, it most likely provided the
manpowerneededin Newport to produce,load andtransportmarketprod
ucts, with a largeportion boundfor theplantationsin theWest Indiesor the
African coastprincipally rum. Coughtryp.180et seq.Newport’s continued
rivalry of Charleston,Philadelphia,NewYork andBostonbeforethe Revolu
tion maynothavebeensustainedif local merchantshadnotbeeninvolved in
slavery,thetriangletrade,andWestIndianmarketsor hadnotbeeninnovative
in establishingvertical and factor-basedmarketswith quality trading prod
ucts. Slavery bolsteredrum distilling and provided a growing plantation
market in the West Indies for food stuffs including dried fish and raw
materialssuchaslumberandwood productsshippeddirectly from Newport.
Walton, et al

THE AFRICAN COAST ORIGINS

TheAfrican coastfromSenegalto theBight of Beninhadbeeninfluenced

by Europeanslaving from the sixteenthcentury. It was this areawhich
suppliedNewportersin theeighteenthcentury. Characterizedbycoastalriver
estuariesandforest,theareawashometovarioustribes,villages andcultural
centerswith a single family of languagesknown as Kwa. The forest belt

producedan agricultural lifestyle baseduponhoecultivation andthe raising

of root crops, rice,yams,cocoyams,fruits - - including cultivatedbananas- -

andtreecropsfromoil andraffiapalmsandthecolatree.Huntingandtrapping
wereprominentwithin theculture. Livestockhusbandrywasalsoprominent,
including raisingfowl, goats,pigs and,in a few areas,dwarf cattle. Iron tools
wereavailablebut in limited supplyandwoodcraftsproducedgoods,build

ingsmassiveassemblyhalls, andthedecorativeartssuchasstools,slit gongs,
drums,ceremonialstatuaryandmasks.Piersen,Stuckey

Therewereareasof highercivilization. Islam hadpenetratedto the
westernareaof thecoastfrom areasto thenorthandnortheastbutwaslimited
in its influenceeastof Senegambia.The Akan-speakingAfrican peoplesof
Ghanaandthe Ivory Coastas well as the Yoruba andEdo Beni peoplesof
presentdaysouthwestNigeriahadgreatertechnicalskills andasophisticated
political organization. This culture grewcotton for weavingcloth. Bronze,
brass,gold andpreciousstoneswereusedartistically to embellishceremonial
objects.A hereditaryaristocracyevolved. Extensivebuildingswereerectedat
coastaltownswith protectivewalls andmoats. Armies from moreprimitive
tribeswereenemies.Africanscapturedinbattlewereenslavedby theirAfrican
conquerers.Theseslavesweretradedon the coastby Africansfor the highly
desirableNewport ‘Guinea"rum.By thetimeNewportersbecameinvolved in
slavetrading,Africanshadestablishedacenturiesold traditionof slaveryand
slavetradingnot only with Europeansbut with fellow Africans.

Newport’seighteenthcenturyskyline waspunctuatedbyfour churchesfrom left to right:
FriendsMeetingHouse, Ezra Stiles’ SecondCongregational,,Anglican Trinity and Samuel
Hopkins’First Congregational.Smallsioops in theforeground, as well as snows,schooners
andbrigs, were typical of shipsinvolvedwith coastalandAfrican trade. Detail Collection
of theNewportHistoricalSociety
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TheEuropeantradingposts,or "slavecastles,"establishedalongthecoast
to exploit tradein gold, ivory, spicesandslaves,certainlyinfluencedlocal tradi
tions. Thesesettlementsconsistedof permanentandsemi-permanentbuilding
complexes,many of masonryconstruction. From the first incursionsin the
sixteenth-century,tradersprovidedmusketsandgunpowder,furthermilitarizing
localchiefdoms.Dow Slaveraidingandtradingevolvedintoaprimarymeansof
attainingpowerandprestige.TheAkwamu,Ashanti,DahomeyandOyochiefdoms
in theinteriorsoughttogainhegemonyovereachotherforcontroloftradingroutes
to andfrom thecoast.Thesmallfishingvillagesof theriver deltasweretransformed
into slave-for-rumtradingcenters.Coughtry

During Newport’sascendanceamongNorth Americanports furnishing
ships for the African slave trade,slaveswere obtainedfrom all of thesetribes
throughcaptureby AfricansandbarterforNewport"Guinea"rum withNewport-
basedslavecaptainsandslavinginterests.The slaveswereshippedfrom Africa
eitherdirectlybackto Newportfor futuretranshipmentinNewEnglandorsouth
or to the WestIndiesfor saleto islandandsouthernplantation-owners.

Although eachof theseAfrican tribeshadindividual cultures,the white
participantsin slaving, including slaveship captains,factors andplanterswho
becameslaveowners,usuallycouldnotdistinguishbetweenthetribes. Somehave
said,however,thatAfricansfrom Gambia,Senegal,Cormantee,andEboeobtained
higherpricesin the SouthCarolinaand Georgiaslavemarkets,presumablyfor
acquiredskills inagriculturericefarming,amongothers.Coughtryp.187etseq.

Wwport. Jire 6, 1763.

ON Thuriday tit arriv’é from the Coaft of
AFRlCAtherigRoYALC;IAntoTTe,

with aPartelofxtremefjn, heatthy,well Ii,nbd,

Gold Coa1 SLAVES,
Meti,WomenEoys,andGir, GcnttemcninTown
md Corl+ry rne now an Opportunity to Furniih
thcrneves wh 1uch as wj uit them. Thofc that
waflt. JeIredto appty very Ipeetiih’, or they
wIl ha’the Advant’ape ‘ I fupplying thernieivcs.
T}sey are o be feen on board the Veffel at Tay
lor’s Wharf.

Apply to Thomas 7eckle Taylor,
Samueland William VerMon.

N. 3. Thole ibat rcmaia on Hand will be lhiptd
off very loon.

Top Advertisementslike this appearedfrequentlyin theNewport
Mercury. Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.

Thetriangle trade, in its mostsimpleterms,consistedof shipping
Newport rum to theAfrican coastfor barteringfor slaves.About
100gallonswould buy a healthyadult male.Theslaveswereshipped
to the WestIndiesor North Americaand soldfor bills ofexchangeon
Europeanbanks. Sugarcane,groundbir plantationslavesand
refinedinto molasses,was theprincipal commoditypurchasedin the
WestIndiesfor shipmentbackto Newportfor distilling into rum. The
cyclewas enhancedby coastal trading betweenNewportand West
Indiesports, in whichfoodstuffs,wood, lumberand other supplies
wereshippedto the WestIndiesplantationsto sustainslavelabor. In
manycases,before themid-eighteenthcentury,slaveswereshipped
directly back to Newport from Africa for trans-shipmentsouthor
sale within thecity andneighboringtowns

Atlantic Ocean

AFRICA

7THAA

I
- *Ves
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Supply andDemand

Thetotalnumberof slavestakenfrom theAfrican coastby Newportersprior

totheRevolutionwas59,067individuals, averysmallnumberwhencomparedto

theestimatedtentofifteen million Africansshippedtothewesternworld asslaves.
After the AmericanRevolution,until RhodeIsland law finally abolishedthetrade
in 1807, an additional 47,477slaveswere transportedby Rhode Island ships,

including thosefrom NewportandBristol. Of the total 106,544African slaves

shippedby Newportersfrom theAfrican coast,a smallpercentagelessthantwo
percentwereactuallybroughtto Newporteitherdirectly from Africa or byway
of the West Indies, sold to Newportresidentsand became part of the local

population.A fargreaternumberweresoldtoWestIndianandSouthernplantation
interests.Within the New Englandregion, therewasa demandfor slavesin the
eighteenthcenturyto serviceprimarily agricultural interests.Theplantationsof
RhodeIsland,on AquidneckIslandand in Washington"South" Countywere
suppliedfrom Newport. The greaterregionwassuppliedby the major slaving

ports:Newport,Bristol after the RevolutionandBoston. Coughtry

Left Slave"castles" wereestablishedalong theAfrican coastfrom CapeVerdeto theBight of
Benin. Thesesometimesfort ifled postsservedas collectionareasfor slavesbarteredfor rumand
othercommoditiesbyAfrican tribes andEuropeandealers. Collectionof theRhodeIsland Black
HeritageSociety.

AboveThe WestAfrican Coast today.
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Processingsugarcaneon a tropical plantation.
Collectionof theLibrary Companyof Philadelphia.
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The "Gold Coast "slavinggroundsofAfrica extendedfrom
CapeVerdeand Senegalon thewest to the Bight of Benin to the
east.Annamahoe,an often-citedport ofcalifor Newportslavers,
was located in proximity to CapeCoastCastle. Slaveports
punctuatedthecoastlinealong theentirezone.TheAfrican
populationof thecoastincludedMandingo,Mende,Ashanti,
Yoruba,Edoand Ibo tribes. Europeantradersestablishedposts
at suchports as CapeCoastCastle,Annamaboe,Whydah,Axim,
Elmina and Accra. Thearea is predominantlycharacterizedby a
coastalforest.

In theeighteenthcentury,theWestIndieswas a commondestinationfor African slaves.
Newportslaversandtraders traveledasfar as Surinamcoastof SouthAmericato exchange
slavesfor bills ofexchange.

Atlantic Ocean
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Newport slaversand traders traveledasfar as SurinamSouthAmericato tradeslavesfor bills
ofexchange.RhodeIsland traders wereoncedescribedas "a lawlesssetof smugglers"byLord
Loudon,British commanderin America.Prominenttraders identfled in thispainting include
NewportersJosephWantonand NicholasCooke.Collectionof theSt. Louis Art Museum

SeaCaptainsCarousingin Surinam by JohnGreenwood,1755.
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ThenumberofAfricansinNewport,however,waslargecomparedtothe
localwhitepopulationresidingin town. During thepeakyearsof Newport’spre
Revolutionarygoldenage,upwardsof twenty to thirty-threepercentof the local

populationwasblack or African. Thirty percentof white families in Newport
ownedslavesatthistime.Justpriorto theRevolution,about150Newportfamilies
eachownedthreeor moreslaves.Coughtry; NT-IS, 1774Census

Employment, Acculturation andResidency

Newport’seighteenth-centuryeconomytookfull advantageof the avail
ability of African labor. Thiswasalsotrueof the regionaleconomy,drivenby the
productionofproduceandagriculturalgoodsontheplantationsof theNarragansett
CountryinWashingtonCountyto thewestandAquidneckIsland. Employment

appearsto haveincludeddomesticservice,primarily for woman,children,and
agedslaves,anddomesticand manual laborformen. Maleslaveswereutilized
for manualactivities associatedwith rum production,barrel-making,wharf-
warehousing,ship-building and associatedservicessuch as rope-making;the
marinetradesincluding ship’s cook andporter,whaling and seaman;animal
husbandry;teamsterandlivery services;blacksmithing;candle-making;thebuild
ingtradesincludingmasonryandwoodcrafts;silver-making;furniture-making;
andprinting. With theexceptionof themarinetradesandtheprintingtrade,local
employmentof slavesappearsto havefollowed skillsalreadyknownin Africa or
theWestIndies. It ispossiblethatAfricansbroughtwith themanimalhusbandry,
cookingandbuildingskills thatenhancedtheEuropeantraditionsalreadyinuse
in Newport. The sitesof this employmentinclude wharf areasand related
distilleries,shipyards,ropewalks,spermaceticandlefactories,furniture-making
establishments,majorbuilding projectsandhomeswhereslaveswereknownto
live andtobeemployeddomestically.NHS, Richardson;NewportMercuryadvert.
1760-70;Piersen

A sloopsail plan with squaresail, and typical of smallvesselsin theAfrican trade.
Approximately60 - 70fret at thewaterline WL and between50 and100 tons, thesevessels
werenearlyhalfthesizeof their Europeancompetitors.

A brig sail plan andvesseltypical oftheAfrican trade, approximately60 - 7ofeetWL
Collectionof theSmithsonianInstitution
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Occupations

The1774 Newportcensusis an indicationof slaveemploymentby both
merchantsandcraftsmen.Themajorityof thoseowningquantitiesof slavesfall
intothesetwo categories.Quantitiesof slaveswereownedby distillery, slave
tradeandshippinginterests,as well as furnitureandcabinet-makers,silver/
goldsmiths,localbuildersandstonemasons.NHS, Richardson;1774Census

AaronLopezandhis father-in-law,JacobRodriguesRivera, wealthy
merchantswith slavinginterestsin Europeanexport trade,held 17 slavesin
1774as well asemployingslavesof otherowners.Manuallaborwasrequired
for stevedoreI warehousingactivities.LopezandRiverafollowed a common
patternof slaveusein Newportin themarinetrades.Not only weretheir own
slavesemployedon LopezandRivera-ownedvessels,but ship manifestsand
letter-contractsshowthe namesof slavesrentedfrom otherNewportowners.
Lopez’sandRivera’sinterestsrangedacrossawidespectrumof tradeinclud
ing coastalandtrans-Atlanticexchangeof goods. Rivera is creditedwith the
introduction of spermaceticandlesto Newport trade, a sectorthat became
increasinglysignificantduring the18thcentury.NHS,AaronLopezletterbooks;

Rotenburg;Chyet

Top left PotterOvermantleca. 1740 The "NarragansettCountry"farmsor
plantationsof theeighteenthcenturyweretheprimaryfocusof slavelaboron the westside
ofNarragansettBay. Houseandfield slaveswerecommonon theselarge agricultural
holdings.Farm goodswereproducedfor the exporttrade with Newportservingasthe
principal shippingport in theregion. This painting,of JohnPotterandhisfamily,which
oncehung in a largeplantation housein Matunuck,RhodeIsland,depictsa houseslaveor
freed blackservingtea. Collectionof theNewport HistoricalSociety.53.3

Bottomleft Jacob RodriguezRiveraHouse, WashingtonStreetdemolished.This
substantialGeorgianhousestoodin closeproximity to the Hunterhouseon the waterfront.
Rivera and his son-in-law,Aaron Lopez,were investorsin the slave trade and among
Newport’s leadingmerchantsin theeighteenthcentury.His housestoodwithin a compound
of warehousesandwharvesassociatedwith Rivera’s mercantileempire. Riveraownedtwelve
slavesin 1774, someof whichare presumedto havebeenquarteredin thegarret of this

house.Collectionof the NewportHistoricalSociety.
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TheNewportrumdistillersalsoownedadisproportionatenumberof slaves,
suggestingthatNewport’sstill houseswereoperatedby slavelabor.Cranep65.
Spermaceticandlemakersandmerchantsownedquantitiesof slaves- Charles
Handyownedfour slavesin 1774andHenryCollinsowned13 slavesatthat time.

Severalseacaptainsinvolved inslavingoperationsheldquantitiesof slaves.
In 1774CaptainJohnMawdsleyowned20 slaves,presumablyemployedascrew
onhisvesselorhiredouttootherinterests,sea-goingor land-based.Studiesofpost-
Revolutionmaritimeemploymentindicatehighnumbersofblacksinmarinetrade
andfisheries,including whaling,perhapscontinuingcolonial traditionsof slave
employment.NHS, 1774 Census;Bolster;Dye; PutneyCraftsmenandbuilders
heldquantitiesof slavesaswell althoughnotasmanyaswereemployedin trading
anddistillery interests.CharlesSpooner,abuilderandsonof Wing Spoonerthe
builderof many of Newport’s eighteenthcenturylandmarksheld six slavesin
1774. TheTownsendfamily of fine furnitureandcabinetmakersheld six slaves.
TheStevensfamily ofstonecuttersandmasonrybuildersheldlessthanthreeslaves
amongthem PompeStevens,who left his signatureon two gravestonesin the
CommonBurying Ground.NT-IS, 1774Census;Richardson;Downing. Newport
MercuryownerandprinterSamuelSouthwickownedfour slavesin 1774.

Top Right In 1774 CaptainJohnMawdsleyownedtwentyslaves,someof whommayhave
lived in thegarret ofthis imposing2-1/2story,gable-on-hip-roofedGeorgianhouselocatedon
SpringStreetnearJohn Street. In 1795,afterMawdsley’sdeath,thehousewas purchasedby
slaveshipcaptain andprosperousmerchantCalebGardner. Gardnerhad ownedAfrican
NewportGardneruntil he wasgrantedhisfreedomin 1791.It is presumedthat manyof
Mawdsley’sslaveswereemployedin themaritime tradesasship-boardcooks,stewardsand
seaman.Sourcesindicatethat someslaveswereemployedon slaversseeCoughtry,Malloy.
Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.

Pitts HeadTavern,CharlesStreet,near WashingtonSquare,now locatedon BridgeStreet.This
substantialGeorgian mansionwas builtfor wealthymerchantandart patronHenry Collins. The
mansionwasgivento his nieceMary Wardandherhusband,EbenezerFlagg in themid-i8th
century.Flaggparticipatedwith HenryCollins andSamuelEngs in theslavetrade,jointly
owning theslaverAfrica in 1755.Flagg wasa manufacturerofcordage,owninga rope walk, a
businesswhichostensiblyemployedslavelabor. Johnstonp.136Collectionof theNewport
Historical Society.
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AboveTheJosiahLyndon housedemolishedstoodon EdwardStreetafterbeingmovedfrom
WashingtionStreet.This imposinghousewas thehomeofCaesarLyndon,theslavesecretaryand
purchasingagent ofGov. Josiah Lyndon.CaesarLyndon was a prominentfigurein Newport’s
pre-RevoluntionaryAfrican community.He was thefirst secretaryofthe African Union Society.
Hisdiaries, now at theRhodeIslandHistorical Society,givea vivid recordoflife within the
African community,includinga descriptionofa Portsmouthoutingwith friendsZingo Stevens,
Phillis Lyndon Zingo’swife, SarahSearing,NeptuneSissonandhis wife BostonVose,and
PrinceThurston.Lyndonspent30 poundsOld Tenorfor theouting.Collectionof theNewport
HistoricalSociety.

Below "The Castle",oneoftheBrentonhomesteadsat HammersmithFarm, was ownedby
JahleelBrentonandis reportedto havebeenwhereAfrican slaveCuffeCockroachlived.Cockroach
was legendaryfor his culinaryart in preparing turtlesoup. Aftergaininghisfreedomin thelate
18th centuryCockroachis said to havebecomeoneof Newport’sfirst successfulcaterers,
organizing,amongotherevents,picnicson Roseand Goat Islandsfor earlysummercottagers.
vanRensselaer,p. 342. TheBrentonsBenjaminandJahleelownedsevenslavesin 1774
togetherwith extensiveagricultural holdings in thesouthernportion of theisland. Collectionof
theNewportHistorical Society.
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Epitaph

Thisstonewas

cut by Pompe

Stevensin Memo

ry of his Brother

CuffeGibbs,who

diedDec.27th1768

Left CuffeGibbs stone,CommonBuryingGround. African-AmericanPompeStevenscarved
this stonefor his brother CuffeGibbs and signedit within theepitaph.The John Stevensshopon
ThamesStreetwas regionallyknownfor its stonecarvingand masonrycraft. Employedin the
shop was PompeStevens.Slavelabor waspresumablyutilizedfor stonecarving as well as
manualhandlingof masonrymaterials.TheStevensshop notonly carvedand installed
gravestones,but was a masonrycontractor, buildingfoundations,chimneys,stepsand walks.
TheCuffeGibbsstoneis oneof two signedby PompeStevens.Photographby RobertFoley,
courtesyof theAdvisory Commissionon theCommonBurying Ground,City of Newport.

Below PompeyBrentonstone,CommonBuryingGround. Unlike thegenericdeath’s headon
theCuffeGibbs stone,John Stevens,Jr. attemptsa portrait ofthedeceasedwithAfrican features.
Photographby RobertFoley, courtesyof theAdvisoryCommissionon theCommonBurying
Ground,City of Newport.

aged Years



16

CULTURAL ASSIMILATION
The processof acculturationbeganon theslaveship. Contemporary

accountsdescribetheanguishof theenslavedAfricans oncebroughtaboard,
their enduranceof the Middle Passagefrom the African Coastto the West
Indies,theirarrival, saleandfinal dispositionin thecolonies.Significantly,the
fearof whites, inhumanetreatment, andtheexpectationthat they would be
eventuallyeatenin theNewWorld, aswell as abelief that in deaththey could
returnto their homeland,drovemany to commitsuicideduring thepassage.
Thecommonbaseof the coastalAfrican languagesdid allow for communica
tion in native tongues. Learning English, however,proved to be a major
impedimentto initial acculturation. The processof enslavementbrought
togetherAfricansof diversebackgroundsandstrippedthemof thefreedomto
cling to specificpracticesandbeliefs.All thesefactorsmadeit verydifficult for
thosein bondageto sustaintheir cultural systemsintactandunaltered.

EnslavedAfricansfrom many societiesbroughttogetherin the New
Worldbeganto forgeabrandnewcultureoutof commonunderstandingsand
sharedcrises. This new culture had distinct institutions, religious beliefs,
kinship roles andbeganto takeshapeduring the nightmareof the Middle
PassageMintz andPrice.Thefact thatdistinctly Africanelementsare harder
to identify in this new, creativecultureof Newport’sAfrican Americansdoes
notmeanthatAfricanAmericansfailed inmaintainingtheir identityin theface

of their enslavementand the racism of the dominant white culture. The

strengthandresiliencyof this new culture, it could be argued,is behind the
remarkablesuccessesthe African-Americancommunityenjoyedin Newport
in thenineteenthandtwentiethcenturies.

Africans who came to Newport’ via the West Indies may have been

assimilatedin aWestIndian-Africanculturecharacterizedby combinationsof
nativeisland,African andEuropeancustoms.Oncein Newport, retentionof
African cultureincluded,for some,retaining Africannames,Africandialects,

a predilectionfor colorful clothing, gaiety during funeral and burial rites,
African cooking,marketday activities,festival activities African electionday
andThanksgiving, possibly African building traditions and interior room

planning,andknown medicalpracticessuchasself-inflictedsmall pox inocu

lations. Thechristianizingof Africansinfluencedreligiousactivities,to alarge
degree,includingburial customs.Thelatter,however,werefestivalprocessions
ledby a "highpriest"undertaker,muchtothedismayof thewhite populatuion.

ChristopherTownsendhouseandshop,Bridge Street.This Georgianstylehousewith
attachedshop/storewasbuilt by ChristopherTownsend,a memberof the well-known
Townsendfamily offurniture makers. ChristopherTownsendspecializedin housebuilding
andcabinet-makingas well as mapleshipfurniture. The Townsendfamily ownedsix slaves
at thetimeof ChristopherTownsend’sdeathin 1773. Manyhavepresumedthat the
Townsends,like other local craftsmen,mayhaveemployedsomeskilledandmanualslave
labor in theproductionof their furniture, housebuilding andcabinet-making.Collectionof
theNewportHistorical Society.
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Living accomodationbrought Africans into close associationswith white
Newporters,causingamorerapid acculturationthanoccurredin areaswhere
Africansoccupiedseparatehousingquarters.Piersen,Brooks,vanRensselaer

The densefabric of colonialNewporthousedwhites andAfricansin

closeproximity. The garretsof colonial homesprovidedthe primary living
spacefor slaves.Little is knownof pre-Revolutionaryfreeblackhousing.With
approximatelyonethird of the white populationowning slaves, black resi
dencywasscatteredthroughoutcolonialNewport. In 1774therewereapproxi

mately153 freeblacksresidingin46blackhouseholds,overall thirty percentof
Newport’spopulationwasblack at this time. The Jackfamily, possiblyliving
in the Levin Street area, was a free black family. There were, however,
concentrationsof merchantfamilieswho ownedslaves,including concentra
tionsin thePointsection,andthe " CourtEnd" of TownonlowerThamesStreet.
Herethemerchantaristocracylived in closeproximity to wharves,warehous
ing anddistilleries. In additiontotheseareaswereresidentialareasontheHill
in proximity to the cluster of religious institutions, and along the Parade
WashingtonSquare. Many of thesebuildings are includedin the Historic
ResourcesList in theendof thisbook. In additionto residencelocations,major

Top Liberty Tree Park, Corner of ThamesandFarewell StreetWilliam Ellery ‘s house
shownat left. Liberty TreePark is knownas the siteof African " ‘lection daysin Newport.
By the mid-1750sNewport slaveswere allowed to hold electionsfor a blackgovernorin the
colonial capitol. In RhodeIsland, as in other NewEnglandcolonies,suchelectionswere
significantsocial eventswithin theAfrican communities.Includedin thefestivitieswere
parades,dancing,musicand socializing."‘Lection" dayswereconsideredby manyAfricans
as premier socialholidayswhichallowedfor African fellowship. In manyNew England
communities" ‘lection" dayswereopportunitiesfor African cultural customsto surface
including tribal customssuchas the ring shoutseeStuckey.In manycommunitiesthose
electedto high office weregivena degreeof responsibilityfor controlling membersof thelocal
African communitiesduring theyear. Collectionof the NewportHistorical Society.

Bottom The Vernonhouse,Clarke Street.Originally occupiedby theGibbs andGardner
families, this impressiveGeorgianstylehousewas transformedby MetcalfBowler who
ownedthehousein 1759. Bowler sold themansionto William Vernon in 1773. Both Vernon
andhis sonSamuellived in the house.Betweenthem, theyownedten slaves,someof whom
mayhavelived in thegarret.NHS,1774 census;Johnstonp. 138Both Vernonswere
extensivelyinvolvedin theslavetradewith interestsin at least 34 recordedslavingvoyages
andpart ownershipin 20 slaveships.Todaythehouseis bestknownas General
Rochambeau’sheadquartersduring the Revolution.Collection of the NewportHistorical
Society.
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sitesand institutions that werepart of the fabric of African life in Newport
included the Long Wharf areawhere slaveswere routinely kept in pens
awaiting favorableconditionsfor auction or embarkationfor other trading
ports; theupperThamesStreet,SpringandMill Streetareas;theColonyHouse
andwharf areaswheresmall-scaledslave auctionsor transactionsoccurred.
Also included in this list is the Banister’sWharf areawhere Africans are
reportedto havesoldmarketproduceandbakedgoodson Sundays.Various
religious structureswhere slavesand free Africans worshipped;key areas
whereAfricans worked including extantwharf areas,structures,andcraft
workshopsand God’s Acre the northerncorner of the CommonBurying
Ground,theprimaryAfricanburial siteareimportantsitesof theearlyperiod.
Armstead;Battle; Mason;Piersen

Destabilization

The relatively stablepre-RevolutionaryNewport life style,basedin
large part upon the labor supply of African domesticservantsand slaves,
destabilizedwith the outbreakof the RevolutionaryWar and subsequent
British occupation. Not only did thetriangle tradeandshippingcometo an
abrupthalt, butmanyof theNewportmerchantsandownersof slavesleft the
area, businessdeclined appreciablyand homes were occupied by British
soldiers. The effect of the Revolutionon the African populationwas oneof
rapid change -- from a relatively stableand known pattern of life to an
unknownfuture in aneconomicallyunstableanddisruptiveperiod. During
thenextfifty yearstheAfrican communitymovedfrom adependentsocietyto
an independentsocietyseekingfreedomandequality. Crane

In the yearsof fomentpreceedingthe Revolution,slaveryhadcome
under scrutiny by leading church figures andtheirassociates.ThepiousSarah
Osbornorganizeda mixed school in the mid 1700sin which sheinstructed
blackandwhite childrenfrom a full rangeof incomegroupsandby 1766was
receiving large numbersof Africans for organizedreligious servicesin her
home -- thefirst suchactivities known in Newport. In theyear 1766-67,Mrs.
Osbornreportedover300 Africans attendingat onemeeting,500 at another
shortly thereafter.Thesemeetingsoccurredon Sunday evenings,Sundays
beingatraditional dayoff for theAfrican slavecommunity. TheReverendDr.
SamuelHopkins,pastorof the First CongregationalChurch on Mill Street,
preachedhisabhorrenceof slaveryfrom thepulpit. The ReverendEzraStiles
of the SecondCongregationalChurch on Clarke Streetwasa reluctantbut

SarahOsborn House,OsborneCourt. This 1-1/2story gambrel-roofed18th centuryhouse
wasoccupiedprior to the Revolutionby whitefemalereligious leaderandschoolteacher,
SarahOsborn,who held mixedclassesfor white andAfrican childrenhere. Shealso held
religious meetingsfor theadult African communitywith large numbersin attendanceat one
time. Thesemeetingsmayhavebeenheld in thegenerousforecourtsetbackfrom Church
Street.ArmsteadCollectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.

SARAH OSBORN, Schoolimftrefsin Newport,
propofs to keep a

Boarding School.
JN Y PerCon defirOUS of fending Children, may

be pcconimodated, and have them inffru1ed in Reading, Writ
ing, Plain Work, Embroidering, Tent Stitch, Samplers, &c. on rca
conable Termr
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influential supporterof Hopkins’ position. TheSocietyof Friendsdenounced
slaveryin 1772.SlavesandfreeAfricanssoughtcomfortandhopein theactions

of theseearlyabolitionists. It canbearguedthatthegatheringsat Mrs.Osborn’s

houseled to thefutureorganizationof the FreeAfricanUnion Societyafterthe

Revolution.Kujawa, Downing
The schooling of African children had beenundertakenby other

churchesas well, principally as missionarywork. The ReverendThomas

PattenarrivedasanAnglicanmissionaryasearlyas1754.Hewasaskedin 1760

to give instructionsto Africansin Newportunderthe guidanceof theAssoci
atesof DoctorBray. BenjaminFranklinhadalreadyrecommendedthe estab
lishment of a Bray school in Newport to conductNegro missionarywork
amongthe Negroeswithin thetown. This earlyschoolwasto accommodate30

students.Patten,however,did not stayin Newportlong. He wasreplacedby
MarmadukeBrown who openedthe school in 1763 under the auspicesof
Trinity Church. In communicationwith the Associatesin the 1770s,Brown
assertedthathehadafull complementof students.Thisearlyschoolwastaken
overin 1770by theReverendGeorgeBissett.RIBHS verticalfiles, Pennington

For manyAfricans, the consequenceof destabilizationwasfreedom.
Somewere grantedfreedomupon enlistmentin the colonists’ "Black Regi
ment," theFirst RhodeIslandRegiment.During theRevolution,in the years
prior to occupation, with the encouragementof vocal anti-slaveryactivists,
othershadbeengrantedfreedom.Somewereableto purchasetheir freedom
throughearningsandlocal lottery winnings. Presumably,during theBritish
occupationof the city, departingownersfreed slavesor departedwith them.
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SamuelHopkinswas an outspoken
critic of Newport’sinvolvementin
slaveryand theslavetrade. Fromhis
pulpit at theFirst Congregational
Church, he preachedabolition prior to
theRevolution- beforeit becamea
popularsubject.Hopkinsinfluenced
manyin Newportandelsewherein
abolitionist endeavors.OfNewport’s
role in theslavetradehewrote," I
havedaredpubliclyto declarethat this
town is themostguilty respectingthe
slavetrade, of anyon thecontinent,as
it has been,in a great measurebuilt up
by thebloodof thepoor Africans;and
that theonly way to escapetheeffects
of divinedispleasure,is to be sensible
of thesin,repent,and reform." RIHS,
MosesBrown Collection,Hopkinsto
Brown,April 29, 1784. Hopkinshas
beendescribedby a contemporary
sourceas "dour", with a countenance
that seemed"ill-tempered."He was, on
thecountrary, a verykind man who
was "given to charitabledeeds." When
riding, he often wore a redcapovera
wig alongwith a green-coloredrobeof
calamanco- a glossywoolen material.
African Newport Gardnerservedas Hopkins’s
personalassistantand was a servantof
Hopkins’schurch. As Hopkinsadvancedin
years,NewportGardner is said to have
escorted him to churchandhome.George
GibbsChanning Collectionof theNewport
HistoricalSociety

Left "CrookedShanks", a tunebelievedto havebeenwritten byNewport Gardner,oneof
theAfrican community’smost influential citizens.Oral history describesNewport Gardner
as teachingmusicin a hiredroomon Division Streetin thelate 1700s.Gardnerarri vedfrom
theAfrican coastin a slaveship in 1760. His master’swife encouragedhim to learn English,
FrenchandWesternmusicin a period offouryears.He later becamea friendof theRev.
SamuelHopkins, theearly Newportabolitionist. Newport Gardnerwas afounderof the
African Union Societyin 1780, of which he was thefirst president.Mason,Brooks,Battle
Collectionof the NewportHistoricalSociety
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Many Rhode Island slavesleft the state,someon their own andmany with
Loyalistowners. Some15,000blacksdepartedwith theBritish evacuationsat
Charleston,SouthCarolina,andNewYork; someof thesemayhavebeenfrom
Newport. Frenchofficers departingNewport alsotook manservantsbackto
France.Robinson

Thejolt of destabilizationandasenseof freedomspurredAfricansinto
actionduring andfollowing the war. By the end of the 18thcentury, free
Africansocialinstitutionsemergedwithin Newportasvehiclesto regainblack
social stability. The oldestAfrican cultural societyin the nation,the African
Union Society,wasestablishedby the African communityin Newportin the
early 1780sto encouragerecord-keepingwithin the remainingfree African
community,codify importantfuneralandburialrites,providefor thelearning
of tradesthroughapprenticeship,andprovideanumbrellaforsocialorderand
dignity in a climateof developingracial tension.

THE ORGANIZATION OF
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

TheAfrican-Americancommunityin Newportwasthe first African-
Americancommunity in the nation to establisha mutual aid societyin the
North in thelate 18thandearly19thcentury. Recordsof the African Union
SocietyindicatethatNewportAfricanswerecomparingby-lawswithPhiladel
phia,BostonandProvidenceAfricancommunitiesandoffering supportfor the

establishmentof similar cultural organizationsin thosecities which devel
oped in the 1790sand early 1800s. Evidence suggestslimited monetary
supportaswell. Codificationof burialarrangementsandfuneralactivitieswas
of vital concern,as well as keepingtrack of statisticsof births anddeaths.

Significantly, memberswereencouragedto buypropertyandown homes,the
result of which is the building of homesby Africans in Newport in several
neighborhoodsduring the late 18thandearly 19thcenturies.ElderAfricans -

- the first generation-- hada principal role in thesesocieties.NHS, African
Union Societyrecords;Stuckey

The African Union Society in Newport contemplatedemigrationto
Africa in the 1790s. A significantgroupof core leaders,including Newport
Gardner,actuallyembarkedon areturnto theAfricancoastin 1826. Thetrend

wasexperiencedthroughoutthe North, lastingthrough the early and mid

nineteenthcentury,andwaspromotedby theAmericanColonizationSociety

Portrait of an anonymousblackseamanof thelate eighteenthcenturywearing theattire of a
full captain in theRoyalNavyof theperiod,presumablypart of a privateer’s prize.
PrivateCollection.
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throughouttheEasternstates.NHS, African Union Society records;Stuckey
Colonizationof Africansor repatriationof Africansreceivedearlyencourage
ment in Newport with the African missionaryproposalsset forth by the
ReverendSamuelHopkins andhis followers. In the early 1820’s, Matthew
GaibraithPerryparticipatedin thefirst expeditionto expatriateAfricansfrom

Liberia. By 1825, however,the influenceof the first generationof Newport
Africanswaswaning.Largelyawhiteattemptby HenryClay andothers,the
AmericanColonizationSocietywasmetwith contemptonthepartof Northern
blackabolitionist leaderswho advocatedthat therewasmoreto begainedby
remainingAmerican,fightingfor manumission,integration,andblacknation
alism. Stuckey

In 1808membersformedtheAfrican BenevolentSociety to encourage
acontinuationof theeducationof Africans which hadbeeninitiated by white
Newportersprior to the Revolution.Otherinstitutionsincludedthe African
HumaneSocietyandtheAfricanFemaleBenevolentSociety.Theseinstitutions
exemplifiedthe intelligence,courageand vision of key eighteenthcentury
Africansandearlynineteenth-centuryAfrican Americansthesecondgenera
tion within thecommunity, includingIsaacBabcock,AbrahamCasey,Caesar
Lyndon, NewportGardner,Arthur Flagg,JohnQuamino,DuchessQuamino,

CharlesandCudjo Chaloner,Bristol Yamma,NathanialRodman,"the Honor
able"Mintus, SalmarNubia, IsaacRice, PompeyBrinley, JohnMowatt, and
Zingo Stevens,among others. Not only were institutions developedto
maintaincustoms,bothAfricanandAfricanAmericaninorigin, butownership

of propertywasencouragedasa meansof ensuringsocialwelfare, renewing
stability and gaining equal rights. NHS, African Union Society records;
RIBHS; Battle, van Home

Emergingin the city’s landscapein the late eighteenthcenturywere
dwellingsownedby free Africans andthe establishmentof small enclavesof
Africans living in neighborhoods,such as thoseon Pope Street,William/
Levin/ Thomas Streets,Upper ThamesStreet and Division/SchoolStreet.
Significantly, theseearlydwellingsfollowed the mainstreamof architectural
tastein thelate18thcentury,primarily of thesameasymmetricalfour-bay,two
story, centerchimney,wood-framed,flank-gabletypefoundelsewherein the
city, in the pre-Revolutionaryperiod. From thenceforth,African-American
tastein architecturein Newportappearsto conservativelyfollow contempo
rary trends.
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Chapter 2

Out of Slavery,
Establishment
of Neighborhoods:
1800--Civil War

W ith the onsetof RevolutionaryWar andupheaval,the popu
lation of Africans in Newporthaddeclinedby 1782 to 600
individuals,abouthalf thepre-Revolutionarypopulation.By

1805, theAfrican Union Societyhad declinedin membershipfrom 108 mem
bersmale to only 36. Some72 membershaddied since its founding in the
1780sperhapsrepresentingthepassingof thefirst generationof Africansin the
city. Black populationin Newport continuedto declinethrough1840, when
therewere only 423 black individuals residing in the city. The population
would not regainits pre-Revolutionarylevelsuntil the late nineteenthand
earlytwentiethcenturies.

The declineof the free African populationin Newport followed other
local trends.Not only hadthe local economybeenseverelydisruptedby the
RevolutionaryWar,butdeclineof theoverallpopulationof thecity continued.
After the War, revival of the triangletradeoccurredto only a very limited
extent. Migration to growingeconomiccenterssuchasProvidenceoccurred.
Whites and blacks at the low end of the social stratanow competedfor
employment.Themembersof theAfrican Union Society in Newportsuffered

Manumissionpaperof JerimiahEaston,slaveof Nicholas Easton,significantin its late date
1824, 16 yearsafter the GradualEmancipationAct. Collection of the RhodeIslandBlack
HeritageSociety

from unemploymentand displacementin the workforce. The organization
itself cameunderincreasedanxietyfor its survivalandwasreorganizedasthe
African HumaneSocietyin 1802.Racialtensionsincreased.Providencesaw a
majorraceriot in "Snowtown"on GaspeeStreetin 1832. NHS, AfricanUnion
Society records;RIBHS vertical files; Brooks

ThoseAfricanswhoremainedin Newportbecameactivein thepursuit
of livelihoods and social order in the earlynineteenthcentury. Although
substantialefforts weremadeto renewa social order,opportunitiesaroseto
returnto Africa in the African colonizationmovement,andfree Africans in
Newportparticipated,includingNewportGardnerandhisson,AhemaGardner,
as well as SalmarNubia. RiBHS vertical files; NHS, African Union Society
records;Brooks;Battle

Many Africanspresumablycontinuedto live with formerownersand
were employedas domesticservants,or continuedtheir pre-manumission
occupationssuchasseamenonmerchantandfishingvesselsincludingcoastal
fisheriesandwhaling vessels.Otherssettledin small enclavesor neighbor
hoods, continued as domestic servantsor establishedthemselvesin free
enterpriseas teamsters,laborers,coopers,cordwainers,caterers,blacksmiths,
house-painters,and gardenersparticipating in and supportingNewport’s
developingresort-basedeconomy. At leasttwo of theseneighborhoodshave
beenidentified as the William /Levin/ ThomasStreetneighborhoodand the
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PopeStreetneighborhood. In addition,key individuals settledin the upper
ThamesStreetareaandin theDivision/SchoolStreetarea.

During theperiodprecedingtheJeffersonEmbargoAct 1801, when
blacksmadeup only sevenpercentof Newport’s populationdown from the
pre-Revolutionaryhighof thirty percent,of Newportcrewmembersengaged
in merchantship tradeto the WestIndies, EuropeandAfrica, upwardsof
twenty-onepercentwereblack seaman.This remainedasignificantpopula
tion within themarinetradesuntil blacksweresqueezedoutof thebusiness
altogetherprior to theWar of 1812. Fifty-four blacksservedaboardslaveships
during this time asseamenor cooks.Coughtry The whaling industry was
anotherblackemploymentsector. Thisindustry,known for long,dangerous
voyages,offeredanemploymentnicheof which blackstook advantage.

TheWilliam/Levin/Thomas Streetneighborhood
Levin Streetwaslaid outbetween1758and1777.William andThomas

Streetsdevelopedlaterwith many housesbuilt by the Hammettsfather and
sons,carpenterssincethefirst decadeof thenineteenthcentury.Downing

FreeAfrican residencyin the William /Levin/ ThomasStreetneigh
borhoodis recordedasearlyas 1780. The African Union Societywasformed
at ameetingin thehomeof AbrahamCaseyonLevin Streetin thisyear.Battle;
Armsteadp.51 et seq.RIBHS vertical files, Van Home

Perhapsthe mostwell-known family inhabiting the areais the Rice
family dueto continuousrecord-keeping,andoccupationof theRicehouseby
successivegenerationsup to today. The Rice homestead,at theintersection
of William andThomasStreets,wasbuilt circa 1815.Thefirst occupantof the
house,IsaacRice,wasthefreestepsonof CaesarBonner. He wasbornin 1792
in theNarragansettCountryon thewestsideof NarragansettBay andmoved
with his family to Newportin the earlynineteenthcentury.The Homestead
wasbuilt for Rice’sstepfather,andgivento IsaacRiceshortlythereafter.Isaac
Ricebecameoneof Newport’searlyblack entrepreneurs,developinga well-
knowncateringbusinesson CottonCourt off ThamesStreet. He wasalso a
gardenerandwasemployedby the Gibbsfamily in landscapingthe Gibbs’
estateon Mill Street,aportionof whichbecameTouroPark. Ricewasinvolved
with local free African-American social organizationsin the ante-bellum
period, including the African Union Society and the African Benevolent
Society. The homesteadis said to have been a stop on the underground
railroad for southernslavesescaping to freedom, Abolitionist Frederick Bottom RiceHomestead,24 ThomasStreet,c. 1815.Photographby RichardYoungken

Top The notedAfrican-AmericanleaderandabolitionistFrederick Douglassis knownto
have visited Newportas a speakerfor theMassachusettsAnti-slaverySociety.His
associationwith the Ricefamily during this period mayhavebeenthrough NewBedford
connections.Collectionof theRhodeIslandHistorical Society
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DouglassandIsaacRicebecameacquainted,presumablythroughassociations

in New Bedford and local African-American entrepreneurand abolitionist

George1. Downing. Douglassis saidto havestayedat thehousein 1843when
he visited RhodeIsland to speakon abolition on behalfof theMassachusetts
Anti-SlaverySociety. It wasa key locuswithin the William/ Levin / Thomas

Street.
HannahandSusanChalonerwereliving on Levin Streetin the 1840s.

OtherAfricansliving in theareain theearlytomid-nineteenth-centuryinclude
FrancisChaloner,HannibalCollins,JamesClarke,AlexanderEaston,Pompey
Brinley, Edward Buchanon,JamesE. Weeden, ExperienceFayerweather,

AlexanderJack,Jr. andothers.
Nineteenth-centuryblack businessmanSilas Dickersonoperateda

grocerystoreandrentalpropertyin theneighborhoodfromthemidnineteenth
totheearlytwentiethcentury.This neighborhoodcontinuedasablackenclave
until afterWorld War II.

TheAfrican-Americanownedhousesin theLevin Streetarea were typical of late eighteenth
and early nineteenthcenturysmallhouses.Thesebuildingshave centerchimneysand
asymmetricalfour-bayfacades.Thereis a focuson thefront door with its earlyfan light and
pedimentsupportedby recededor flutedpilasters.
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PopeStreet neighborhood: PopeStreetappearsto havebeen

developedbefore1777 at the southernedgeof the colonial town. Downing

FreeAfrican residencyin PopeStreetis recordedprior to 1807 whena
groupof Africansmet at NewportGardner’shouseto organizetheAfrican
BenevolentSociety. NewportGardnersoldhishouseandpropertyto
JosephH. Recordin 1825. Associatesof Gardnerlocatednearbywere
BacchusandPaulOvering,PeterArmstrong,andSalmarNubia.NHS,
African Union Society records;Armstead;RIBHS vertical files; City of

Newportpropertyrecords
This earlycommunitycontinuedafter NewportGardner’sdeparture

for Africa in early 1826but doesnot appearto havesurvived asan African

enclaveinto thelate nineteenthcentury. Due to the African populationin

the area,however,a city schoolfor black childrenwaslocatedon the corner
of PopeandEastStreetsin 1842, closeto thepropertypreviouslyownedby
NewportGardner.NHS, Newportcity directories

William Ellery Channing1780 - 1842.African Americansin Channing’sboyhood
householdincluding Charity "Duchess"Quamino,had a profoundeffectupon his
developingviewsagainstslaveryandhis later, morestrident,abolitionist stand.Collection
of the NewportHistorical Society.

William Ellery Channing,theacknowledgedfounderof theUnitarian Churchandnephewof
slaveship captain Caleb Gardner,wasborn in 1780 to a Newportfamily dividedover
slavery.Subsequentexperiencesandassociationsin Newportwith African Americansand
early abolitionists,including theRev.SamuelHopkins, ledChanningto becomeoneof the
leading anti-slaverypolemicistsin thedecadesbeforetheCivil War. Channing’sfirst
publishedworkon the topic,"Slavery",was publishedin 1835.He wrote "men’s worst
crimeshavesprungfrom thedesireof beingmasters,of bendingothers to their yoke. .
Man cannot,without iminentperil to his virtue, own a fellow creature,or usetheword
abosolutecommandto his brethren." SamuelI. May, an associateof William Lloyd
Garrison, later recalled that thesewords madetheanti-slaverymovementafit topicfor
discussionin thehomesof ante-bellummiddle-classAmerica.

29 PopeStreet,BacchusandPaul OveringHouse,c.1810 . Photographby Richard
Youngken.
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Top The boyhoodhomeof William Ellery Channing,locatedon thesoutheastcornerof
SchoolandMary streets,oppositethe Trinity School. Collectionof the NewportHistorical
Society.

BottomThe Shiloh BaptistChurch on SchoolStreetoccupiedthesite, if not theoriginal
late eighteenthcenturybuilding, knownas the Trinity school.This school,possibly
organizedby theassociatesof Dr. Bray in the middleof the eighteenthcentury,continued
through theRevolution.The building burnedor wasdemolishedduring the Revolution.The
presentstructurewaserectedin 1799 as a school,oppositetheboyhoodhomeof William
Ellery Channingandoccupiedby theAfrican-AmericanShiloh Baptist Church in 1868. The
Shiloh Baptist Churchwas a splintergroupfrom the Union CongregationalChurch which
organizedin thehomeof EstherBrinley on Levin Streetfour yearsearlier 1864. Collection
of the NewportHistoricalSociety.

Upper Thames Street neighborhood: Upper ThamesStreet

wasthesiteof small-scaleslaveauctions,African electiondays,andtheshops
of key craftsmenemployingslavesasartisansprior to theRevolution.Battle;
Mason;Brooks;Cranep.57

Known occupancyby freeAfricansfollowing theRevolutionincludesthe
homeof Arthur FlaggakaArthur Tikey. TheAfricanUnion Societymetathis
houseonupperThamesStreetin 1793. ZingoStevensalsoownedahouseand
gardenplot near the corner of Third and Poplar Street.Newportprobate
records

The upper ThamesStreetneighborhoodcontinuedto attract addi
tional Africans during the nineteenthcentury,principally dueto its location
adjacentto the Point district and the Fall River Line shipyard, the nearby
railroaddepotandthestagingareaon Long Wharf. TheupperThamesStreet
areawould laterbe the site of ArmsteadHurley’s paintingbusiness,Olive
Matthews’drugstoreandDr. RalphYoung’shomeandoffice.

Division/School Street neighborhood: Division Streetbe
camethe focusof African interestprior to the RevolutionthroughNewport
Gardner’sassociationwith theReverendSamuelHopkins, theReverendEzra
Stiles, the school establishedby Trinity Church on SchoolStreetandother
Africanoccupants,includingDuchessQuamino,who lived andworkedfor the
Chanrungfamily on SchoolStreet.Carpenter
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In theearly to mid-nineteenthcentury,this areabecamethe locusfor
African religious activity with the purchaseof the FourthBaptist Meeting
Houseknown asthe Old SaltBox on Division Streetby the African Union
CongregationalChurchin 1835.Thestructurewasenlargedby raisingup the
building andinsertingabasement.LatertheOld SaltBox wasdemolishedand
replacedwith a CarpenterGothic style church1871. The Union Colored
ChurchlaterrenamedUnion CongregationalChurchwasfirst establishedin
1824at ameetingof theAfricanUnion Societyat NewportGardner’shouseon
PopeStreet.An initial locationat theSouthwestcornerof ChurchandDivision
Streetswaspurchasedin 1824andastructureerectedin thesameyear.By the
1830sthe congregationhadoutgrownthisbuilding,acquiredtheOld SaltBox
andmovedthere. In additiontotheUnionCongregationalChurch,theAfrican
Methodist Episcopal A.M.E. Churchhad first organizedabout 1845 in a
carpentershoponSpringStreetnearDivision. RIBHSverticalfiles, vanHome;
Battle;Armsteadp. 254;NHS, Richardson;BrooksAfricansliving in thisarea
during thisperiodincludedIsaacBabcockon SchoolStreetandJohnMowatt,
on DivisionStreetasearlyas1818. Mowatt or Mewattis describedin thecity
directories as a grocer, and is possibly one of a group of early African
entrepreneurs.Battlep.37; Franklin; Downing

NewTown/Kerry Hill/Dr. Marcus F. WheatlandBoulevard
WestBroadway neighborhood:The Dr. MarcusF.Wheatland

Blvd.-to-WarnerStreetarea,northeastof FarewellStreet,developedin themid-
nineteenthcenturyasamixed-ethnicworking classresidentialdistrict. African-
Americanoccupationof the areaprior to theCivil War includedlocationson
Kingston Avenue originally SpruceStreet, CallenderAvenue and Pond
Street.ThomasC. Jones,ablackwaiter, residedon KingstonAvenueasearly
as 1830.NHS, 1820/ 40 Census,directoriesSeveralside streetsoff Kingston
AvenuebecamesmallenclavesincludingPearlStreetoriginally SpruceCourt,
HeathStreetandJohnsonCourt. An off-shootof theUnion Congregational
Church -- theAfrican MethodistEpiscopalA.M.E. Church -- waslocatedon
JohnsonCourtabout1857.RIHPHC,survey;NHS, city directories;Downing
For Africans, the principal attractionof the areaappearsto havebeenthe
availability of housing,both for purchaseandrental, in proximity to major
employmentopportunitieswhich evolved with the growing attraction of
Newportasasummerresort. RIHPHC,Dr. MarcusF.WheatlandBlvd. West

Broadwaysurvey;Armstead

Two primaryindustriesaccommodatedandfacilitatedthis attraction
to Newport. Improvementsin watertransportationto the island affordeda
reliable, fairly safe and luxurious conveyanceof visitors from New York,
Philadelphiaandpointssouth.TheFallRiver Lineshipsbecametheprincipal
carrier,alongwith railroadlinks toProvidenceandBoston. Thedevelopment
of largeresorthotelsonBellevueAvenueandin theKay/Catherine!Old Beach
providedsignificantemploymentfor blacksfor nearlyacenturybetweenthe
1840sandthe 1930s. The staffof porters,waiters, stewards,andcookson the
Line wereall black. Armstead;McAdam; Robinson

The SeventhDay BaptistMeetingHousewas used by theShiloh Baptist Church between
1864 and1869. Thesupportswereaddedunderthegalleries at this timefor additional loads.
GertrudeElliot reportedthat "to thoseofyou who haveattendeda New Year’sEve revival
meetingofan animated . . . congregation,thereis no needto explain the needofextra
supports."African customscontinuedin communityandreligious life including customs
linked to the tribal ring shout. "Animated"servicesare an indication that African traditions
couldnot be suppressedby slavery. African AmericansattendedtheSeventhDay Baptist
MeetingHouseprior to its occupationby the Shiloh Baptist Church in the eighteenthand
nineteenthcentury.Recordsindicatebirth anddeathsof Blacksand Indians. The last
balconymayhavebeenwheretheyworshipped.Collectionof the NewportHistoricalSociety,
P 1579. NHS, Sanfordp. 36n. 81
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AboveTheFall River line docksandrepair yardsin thePoint district at Long Wharfwerea
majorsourceofemploymentin Newportfor artisansandlaborers,including African Americans.
Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.

Bottom1 eftTheDining Salonaboard a "Palace" liner withAfrican-Americanwaiters
fonctionedas a major attractionfor passengercomfort.It was thecustomfor waitersto doubleas
portersfor assistingpassengerswith roomassignments,carryingbaggageaboard andgeneral
customerservice.77w Fall RiverLine prosperedfor nearly 100 yearsbetweenthe1840sand the
1930s.By 1937, however,thelinefolded,a victim ofstffcompetitionfromautomobiles,
passengerstrains, thegrowthofstrongunions andnewmaritime regulationsaimedat fire
protectionwhichessentiallyphasedout woodenpassengership construction.African-American
employmentwashit hardby thedemiseof theFall RiverLine in thedepthof theDepression.
Collectionof theFall River HistoricalSociety.

Top left NewEnglandSteamshipCompany,Fall RiverLine, Bristol.
TheFall RiverLine was reportedto be amongthemostluxurious passengersteamersafloat. These
side-wheelersplied thewatersof Long IslandSoundfrom NewYork City to NarragansettBay
and Boston via Fall River. Theovernightvoyagewas a keyelementin enjoymentofNewport
summersby wealthyNewYork businessmenand theirfamilies.Thestaff,essentialto providing
theambiencethesepalacesteamerswereknownfor was all black. Infact, asidefrom theship’s
captainandofficers, theimpressiononehad was that theentireoutfit was African-American.
Collectionof theNewport HistoricalSociety.
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TheKerry Hill neighborhoodprovidedhousingin closeproximity to
boththeFall River Lineyardsandtheadjoiningrailroaddepot.Thepopularity
of thePointsectioneastof WashingtonStreetandupperThamesStreetduring
themid-to-latenineteenthcenturyandearly20thcenturywasalsoa resultof
employmentwith theFall River Line aswell as the availability of housing.

Brinley/Fillmore/FirStreetneighborhood:Evolvingwith the
WestBroadwayareawasaneighborhoodof African-Americansin theBminley/
Fillmore/Fir Street areain proximity to several large-scaleresorthotels
developedin theearlyto mid-nineteenthcenturyoff BellevueAvenue.Board
inghousesandapartmentcomplexesin thisareaweredevelopedto accommo
datethelargedomesticstaffsemployedat thehotels.Armstead,NHS,Chace

The earliestresorthotel in Newport, TheBrinley laterrenamedthe
BellevueHouse,openedon CatherineStreetin 1825,theyearprior toNewport
Gardner’sreturnto Africa. TheAtlantic House1840sandtheoriginal Ocean
House1820swere constructedon BellevueAvenuenearby. The Fillmore
HouseopenedonCatherineStreetin themid-1850s.Chasein RIHPCsurvey

At leastonesourceestimatesthatduringtheante-bellumperiodmost
African Americansin Newport laboredas servants,washerwomen,maids,
waiters,porters,dishwashers,bellboys and liverymen. 1860 census Only

Kerry Hill evolvedduring themid-nineteenthcenturyas a mixedworkingclass
neighborhood.African Americanssettledon KingstonAvenue,a major east-westthrough
street, as well as on side streetssuchas ShilohCourt, JohnsonCourt, andPearl Steet.Many
African-Americanbusinesseswereestablishedin theKerry Hill area, on Dr. Marcus
WheatlandBoulevardformerly WestBroadwayandon KingstonAvenue.Collectionof the
NewportHistorical Society.

abouttenpercentof blackmalesworkedinskilledcrafts,professionalpursuits
or hadproprietaryinterests.During theCivil War period,nearlyall working
blackwomenwereemployedin domesticservice.Robinson

The Atlantic Housewas oneof thegrand mid-nineteenthcenturyNewport hotels
constructedon BellevueAvenuein the1840s. It becamea major sourceof African-American
domesticemployment.Collectionof theNewportHistorical Society.
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Oneearlyblackentrepreneur,restaurant-ownerand catererGeorgeT.

Downing,migratedseasonallyfrom Washington,DC and New York with the
resort community, first establishinga summerbusinessin Newport in 1846.
DowningdevelopedtheSeaGirtHotel onBellevueAvenueforthetradein1854and
later,afterthe SeaGirt Hotel burnedin1860,hehadconstructedonthe sitea large
retailcommercialblockknownastheDowningBlock. in additionto hisentrepre
neurialpursuits,Downing wasinvolved in the abolitionist movementand had
establishedpolitical connectionswith policy-makersin the nation’s capitol and
with blackrightsadvocateFrederickDouglass.Downingwasavocalopponentof
theReverendHenryHighlandGarnetwith whomhehadbeenschooledinNew
YorkCity. Garnetbecamealeadingfigurein theblacknationalistmovementin the
mid-nineteenthcentury,espousingradicalapproachesto endingslavery,includ
ingopenslaverevolt.Downingapparenflyresolvedto work morecloselywith the
establishmentandformedamoreintegrationistapproach.SignificantlyforNew
portblacksof theperiod,Downingbecamea rolemodel,helping to achieveboth
recognitionandindependencebyworking within the systemasanentrepreneur.
Downingheldtheconcessionfor theU.S.Houseof Representatives’Capitoldining
room.NHSObit.; Stuckey,Cottrol

Despiteits initial popularity,the hotel tradedid notretainits popularity
afterthe Civil War dueto a shift to summercottageresidencyandfashion.

Blackscontinuedto occupythearea,however,evenafterthedemiseof the
largehotels.Oneblackentrepreneur,ThomasGlover,ownedat leastoneblock of
rentalflats occupiedby African Americansin the area.

Top BellevueHousewasoneof theearliestNewporthotels,locatedon CatherineStreetin
1825,oneyearprior to NewportGardner’sdeparturefor Africa. The hotelsprovideda much
neededstimulusto local African-Americanemploymentin themid-nineteenthcentury.
Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.

BottomThe Fillmore Hotel remainsas oneof two extantnineteenthcenturyhotelsfrom the
hotel era. Locatedin theBrinley/Fillinore/Fir Streetneighborhood,thehotel wasa locusfor the
African-Americanneighborhoodwhich coalescedaround it principally occupyingstaffquarters
andboardinghousesnearby.Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety.





Chapter 3

Civil War -- World War II
Black Independenceand
Entrepreneurial Pursuits

J f thepre-Civil War, post-slaveryperiodprovidedsourcesfor devel

opingastablesocialorderandresidencyinneighborhoods,thepost-
Civil War period provided fertile ground for the developmentof

individual African-American achievement,independence,political power
andpersonalfinancialinvestmentfor profit. Althoughthehoteltradedeclined
in the late nineteenthcentury and blacks in domesticservice were not as
commonatthesummercottagesaswereEuropeanimmigrants,transportation
servicescontinuedto remainamajor employmentcenter. In addition,enter
prisingblacks,includingBenjaminBurtonasearlyas1850, investedin livery
andexpresscompanieswhichlaterevolvedinto significanttaxi andbusservice
enterprises,the latterproviding Newportwith its first masstransitoperation.
Louis Walker investedin this businessin the late 19th andearly twentieth
centuries.

The demandfor labor had increasedsufficiently by the mid-l9th
century to spawnindependentblack "intelligence" offices or employment
serviceswhich recruited black workers from various counties in northern
Virginia, amongotherplaces,afterthe Civil War. Many AfricanAmericansin
Newporttodayclaimfamily ancestorsfrom CulpeperCounty,VA. Theinflux
of blackworkersfrom theSouthenlivenedthe local African-Americancom
munity.Many blackresidentsconvertedhomestoboardinghouses,unrelated

GeorgeDowning andFamily. Collection of theRhodeIslandBlack HeritageSociety

familieslived together,andblocksof "cold-water"flats wereputup in theNew

Town!Kerry Hill! Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. andBrinley /Fillmore!Fir
Streetneighborhoodsforhousing. Theold Africanfamilies intermarriedwith
thenew arrivals. Armstead,oralsources

Studiesof black employmentin RhodeIslandbetween1866 and1900

havedemonstratedthatblackswereoutnumberedtento oneby foreignborn
immigrants -- Irish, German,later Italian and Portuguese,many of whom
brought labor skills with them from Europe.Armstead The developing
industrializationof theregionaleconomyprovidedanichefor Europeans.It
did not provideanichefor unskilledblacks. As late as 1910,blackswerestill
largelyconfinedto service-orientedandmenialjobs suchas teamsters,steve
dores,laborers,servantsanddeliverypeople.Somenative-bornRhodeIsland
blacksactuallymigratedsouthforwork. Newport,however,neverdeveloped
asubstantialindustrialbase,asdid otherRhodeIslandcitiesandtowns. The
developingresorteconomyprovidedjobs for theAfrican-Americancommu
nity and it spurredgrowth in individual black-ownedservice-relatedenter
prises,blacksocialorganizationsandblackindependence.AquidneckIsland
farms provided an employment sourcefor farm-skilled laborers from the
south.Armstead;oral sources

By theturn-of-the-century,blackinvestorsandentrepreneursThomas
Glover, ArmsteadHurley, David B. Allen, MarcusC. Andrews,Lindsay R.
WalkerJamesJohnsonhadestablishedtheRhodeIslandLoanandInvestment
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Companyon WashingtonSquare.This small-scaledbankor investmentloan
companyprovidedfunds forblackinvestors. At leasttwo smallareasof black
businessdeveloped:Armsteadp.l?l; NHS, Newportcity directories

Dr. Marcus F. Wheatland Boulevard West Broadway
businessdistrict: Small-scalebusinessventures,primarily service-

related,tookroot in theDr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. area and,to a limited
degree,on ThamesStreetandBroadway. Includedin the collectionof black-
owned or operatedcommercialventureswerebarbershops,beautysalons,
eateries,small grocery stores,tailor shops, shoe repair shops,and livery
stables. In addition, coal, fuel oil, andice distributingservicesbecameblack
enterprisesthroughoutthe city. There wasat least oneblack-ownedbakery
andadrugstorewithin thearea.NHS, city directories

Memorial Boulevard Bath Road businessdistrict: In
addition to black-run businessareasin the West Broadway area, black
entrepreneurslocatedon BathRoadandto a limited degreein the vicinity of
BellevueAvenue,theTraversBlock, andtheDowningBlock. SilasDickerson
locatedagrocerystoreonWilliam StreetnearBellevueAvenue.MaryDickerson
Mrs. SilasDickersonwasadressmakerlocatedin theTraversBlock, In 1903,
Mrs. Dickerson organized the first federation of African-American club
womenin RhodeIsland, which includedelevenclubs from throughoutthe
state. Mrs. Dickersonwaselected the first presidentof the federation,the
RhodeIsland StateFederationof Women’sClubs in 1908. David B. Allen
ownedandoperatedtheHygeiaSpaat Easton’sBeachwith hisbrotherJames
T. Allen. Later BathRoad now MemorialBoulevardbecamethelocationof
a black-ownedgrocerystoreClark Brown’s grocery store,a liquor store,
beautysalonBerthaBrown’sBeautyShop, anda car repairshopownedby
SaxonRobinson,who wasknown asthe city’s bestautomechanic.NHS, city
directories;oral sources

SocialOrganizations
Theprogenitorof black religious institutionsin Newport, theUnion

CongregationalChurch,built anewboardandbatten,CarpenterGothic-style
edifice on Division Streetin theearly 1870s.Prior to this, however,a splinter
grouphadformedtheShilohBaptistChurch,locatedat first in theold Seventh
Day Baptist Meeting HouseSabbatarianMeeting House and later in the
original 18thcenturyschoolhouseon SchoolStreet.

Dr. Marcus F. WheatlandBoulevardstreetscenesknown as WestBroadwayuntil 1994.
Thisarea was an early African-Americanbusinessdistrict. Collectionof the Newport
Historical Society.
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The African Methodist EpiscopalChurch wasestablishedby 1845. It
wouldoccupyseveralstructuresindudinga smallchurchin theNewTown/Kerry
Hill! Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. neighborhood,onJohnsonCourt, andlater

astheMountZionMethodistEpiscopalChurch,in aportionof thesecondOcean
Housedining roommovedto a site attheheadof TouroStreetin the 1870s.NHS,
Chace;Robinson

TheMountOlivetBaptistChurchwasformedasaspin-offofShilohBaptist
Churchin1894. PropertywaspurchasedonThamesStreetin 1897andthepresent
churchbuilding 79ThamesStreet wasconstructedasanadditionto anexisting
GreekRevivalhouse.

By the 1900s,thesewere thefour primaryblackchurchesin thecommu
nity, demonstratingthe size, strengthand characterof the African-American
community.In addition,Trinity Churchestablisheda missionin thePointsection
off PoplarStreetin the 1870swith theinvolvementof anAfrican American,Peter
Quire. A missionchapelwasconstructedin the early1870sfollowing organiza
tionalandreligiousmeetingsinanunoccupiedapartmentbuildingownedby Peter
Quire at the cornerof PoplarandThird Streetsno longerextant. The church
evolvedinto SaintJohnthe Evangelistwith a mixedcongregation.NT-IS, St.John
Churchhistories;Mason

Top TheChapelStreetarea eastof BellevueAvenueandnorth ofMemorialBlvd. wasan
African-Americanneighborhood.LocatednearlargeBellevueAvenuehotels,this neighborhood,
similar to theBrinley/Fillmore/Fir Streetarea to thenorth, providedhousingfor African-
Americansemployedin thehotel tradeand in theMemorialBlvd. Bath RoadAfrican-American
businessdistrict to thesouth.African-AmericanGeorgeT. Downing’sSeaGirt Hotelwas
locatedjust westof herein 1854. TheChapelstreetarea was popularfrom themid-nineteenthto
mid-twentiethcentury. It was largelydemolishedfor constructionofsubsidizedlow income
housingin the1960s.Collectionof the NewportHistoricalSociety.

Bottom The Union Congregationalchurchwasbuilt in theearly 1870son Division Streetto
replacean earlier structure.Thischurchwas theprogenitorofall African-Americanchurchesin
Newport.Organizedin a meetingat NewportGardner’sPopeStreethousein 1824, thechurch
first occupiedtheFourth BaptistMeetingHouseon this site in 1835.Collectionof theNewport
HistoricalSociety.
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TheAfrican-Americanpopulationparticipatedin thefraternalmove
ment in Newport, developinga numberof black fraternalorganizationsand
clubsprior to 1920.By 1930 ten black masonicchaptersexistedin Newport.
UnfortunatelytheblackMasonicHall onJohnStreethasbeendemolished.An
OddFellowsHall knownasthe"SweatBox" wasorganizedon CalebEarlStreet
in theDr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. areaprior to 1885.During thisperiodthe
Boyer Lodge#8, the CanonchetLodge #2439with a Woman’sAuxiliary by
1890,theHeroinesof Jericho#3 Masonic, theHouseholdsof Ruth#501Odd
Fellowsorganized.Threeadditionalfreemasonrychapterswereorganizedby
1895 includingtheStoneMill Lodge,theSalemRoyalArchChapter#6,andthe
B.F.GardnerCommandery#6. In 1900anothermasoniclodgewasformed- the
Mount CalvaryCommandery.Otherlodgesformedin 1900weretheKnights
of Pythias,HopeLodge#3 andthe Court of Calantha.In 1910 two masonic
women’sorderswereestablished- theShebaCourt #3 andtheEstherLodge

Mt. Olivet Baptist churchon ThamesStreetwasopenedin 1897. It wasformedby
dissatisfiedmembersof the Rev.Jeter’s Shiloh Baptistchurchcongregation,at thehomeof
DeaconAndrewTabb in 1894. Mt. Olivet wasoneoffour primaryAfrican-American
churchesin Newportin theearly twentiethcentury,each of whichcouldattract over200
parishionerson a Sunday.Oral tradition reports that in fact therewas a greater
cohesivenesswithin theblackcommunitythanfour individual churcheswould seemto
indicate. The congregationswerefluid anddid not representspecificneighborhoods.
Membersof onecongregationwould attendservicesat anyoneof thefour churches,
particularly for specialevents.As thecommunitydeclinedin the mid- to late twentieth
century,Mt. Olivetand ShilohBaptist combinedtoform theCommunityBaptist Church
now located on Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBoulevard.Collectionof RhodeIsland Black
HeritageSociety.

Portrait of the Rev.William B. Reedand his family,Pastorof theMt. Olivet Baptist church
1910-1916.Originating with the Union CongregationalChurch in theearly to mid-
nineteenthcentury,manyof thepastorswho cameto Newportwere dynamicandwell-
connectedAfrican-Americansboth regionallyandnationally. Includedwithin thepantheon
of local religious leaderswere theRev.WilliamJamesLucaswhofoundedthe local branchof
theNAACP,theRev.HenryN. Jeter, theRev.Mahion van Homeandothers.These
individuals broughtprogressiveand positivethinking to Newport’sAfrican-American
community,providing an inspiration through their ministryfor local achievements,pride
and selfreliance. The centerof African-Americanlife during theearly nineteenthto mid-
twentiethcenturyperiodwas thechurch; and theindividualswho led thecongregations
providedstrongleadership.Collectionof the NewportHistorical Society detail.
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#11. The Mount Olivet Consistory#39, the Aleppo Templeof the Mystic
Shrine,andWatson’sMasonicBeneficialAssociationwerealsoformed.By the
1920s, the Lodge of the Good Samaritansandthe black women’sandmen’s
Elk’s Lodgeshad beenestablished. The numberof social organizations
representsa networkof socialorganizationsandamutually dependentblack
communityoperatingtosomedegreeindependentlyof thewhite community.
Theseorganizationsandtheblack churchesprovidedsocialandrecreational
activities for the black community. The African-Americansocial clubs re
mained segregatedfrom white fraternal ordersthroughoutthe period, al
though the Masonic Lodge building on SchoolStreetwas utilized by the
African-American communityfor major cultural eventsand performances.

Top left Mt. Zion African MethodistEpiscopalA.M.E. churchat theheadof Touro
Streetoccupiedthis building in the late half of the19th century. It was theformerdining
roomof theOceanHousehotel. TheMt. Zion A.M.E. churchoriginatedin aformer
carpentryshopon Spring Streetin 1845.It occupieda smallbuilding in theKerry Hill
neighborhoodin JohnsonCourt in themid-nineteenthcentury,movingto this locationoff
BellevueAvenuein the1870s.Thelocation of thechurchhere broughtit closer to the
Brinley/Filimore/Fir Streetneighborhood.Collectionof the RhodeIsland Black Heritage
Society

Bottom left Interior of theMt. Zion A.M.E church. Note thedecorativearchedwindows
retainedfromformerbuilding useas a hotel dining hail. Collectionof theRhodeIslandBlack
HeritageSociety

AboveRev.Paul Johns,center,pastorof Union CongregationalChurch. with hisflock.
Collectionof the RhodeIsland Black HeritageSociety



38

Armsteadp.231et seq.,oral sources
African-Americaneducationalactivities were desegregatedby 1866

underpressurefrominfluentialblackbusinessmen,includingGeorgeT. Down
ing, as well as Newport residentColonelThomasWentworthHigginson, a
well-known abolitionist, historian, intellectual and colleagueof JuliaWard
Howe. ColonelHigginsoncommandedablackregimentin the UnionArmy
during theCivil War andtookup residencein Newportto recoverfrom awar
wound. Black-only schools were abolishedas a result of Downing and
Higginson’s efforts. In 1877,JosephineSilone Yateswasthe first Newport
African Americanto graduate from theintegratedhigh school.Battlep.33,
Stuckeyp.27-30,361 n.29

Educationof Africans hadoriginated in Newportduring the eigh
teenthcentury. Schoolsfor blacks were developedin the city before the
Revolution. Theearliestschoolfor Africans, establishedbyTrinity Churchin
1785,waslocatedin thebuilding thatShilohBaptistChurchlateroccupiedon
SchoolStreet.AnotherschoolwasestablishedaftertheRevolutionby 1845on
SpringStreet. A city schoolfor blacksmayhavebeen locatedon PopeStreet
by 1842. A school for black children wasopenedat the corner of Kingston
AvenueandJohnsonCourtin 1858.Theseschoolsweresegregatedblack-only
schools.Johnsonp.143;Battlep.15,20,21;Franklinp.11

Professionals,Artists, Entertainers, Athletes,
Politicians, Diplomats, Educators,Businessmen,

and Religious Leaders
The ascendancyof blacks as businessmenand community leaders

affectedtheirstandingin thepolitical, socialandculturalarena.Desegregation
of thecity’s schoolsisoneindicationof theAfricanAmericansgrowingpolitical
influencein the19thcentury. Among thebestknown educatorswho lived in
Newportandservedasrolemodelsfor theAfricanAmericancommunitywere
LillianTriplett, DioneJackson,LouisavanHome,BerniceJacksonandHelen
Speedwellwhoworkedin theNewportpublic schoolsystemandweregreatly
honoredfor their contributions.Dr. RoseButlerBrown,who left Newportearly
in hercareeras an educator,remaineda mentor for the local community.
Throughoutthe mid-to-latetwentiethcentury,Dr. Brownereceiveddegrees Aboveleft MableJackson,daughterof William A. Jackson.Collectionof Avis Paige.
from The University of Rhode Island, Rhode Island College and Harvard
University. Specializingin psychologyandeducationduring her academic

Top Mt. OlivetBaptist Church SundaySchool. Collectionof EleanorKeys.

Aboveright GwendolynWilliams. Collectionof EleanorKeys.
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Top right JamesA. Raywas appointedto theNewportpolice departmentas a driver in the
early 1900s.African Americanswereemployedin city serviceas early as 1890. Collection of

Top left GainesBrothers,World War II. George,Johnand Albert.
Collectionof PaulGaines.

BottomBernardKay,policeman,1924. Collectionof ReginaParker.



40

career,sheheldpositionsatVirginia StateCollege,WestVirginia StateCollege,
Bluefield College and North Carolina Central University. Many African
Americansin Newport in the late nineteenthandearly twentiethcenturies
becamewell-respectedprofessionals,including Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland,M.
Alonzo vanHomeandDaniel A. Smith,Jr.,all of whom specializedin medi
cine. Wheatlandwaselectedamemberof theCity’s council representingthe
FourthWard,anareathencontainingaheavyconcentrationof blacks.Mahion
van Home,pastorof the Union CongregationalChurchbetween1868-1897,
later becamea memberof the Rhode Island legislatureand wasappointed
UnitedStatesConsulto theDanishWestIndiesbyPresidentWilliam McKinley.
GeorgeA. Ricebecamelegendaryasa Fall River Line steward,managingthe
huge kitchen anddining staffs on the palacesteamersPuritan andPilgrim,
amongothers.

Black policemencameinto city serviceby 1890,exemplifyingnotonly
thepresenceof asizableblackconstituencybut anawarenessonthepartof city
officialsof individualtalentandcommunityneeds.Oliver Dewick servedfrom
1890-1922;JamesRaywasappointedin 1906.BernardKay servedfrom 1914-
1918.Frank "Percy"Wheelerwasappointedin 1918,FrankRicein 1925,Oliver
Burtonin1929,andJessieScottservedin the mid-twentiethcentury.Armstead

p. 22 et seq;oral sources Bottom Pierre-Dominique
ToussiantL’Ouvertureemerged
out of theHaitian slaverevoltof
1791 as a leaderof theHaitian
peoplein their new independence
fromFrench rule. In 1801 he took
control of theformer Spanish
colonyon theisland and
proclaimedhimselfgovernor-
generalfor life. Napoleon
reclaimedtheisland in 1801 and
imprisonedL’Ouverturein
Francewherehe died in 1803.
The Haitian revolutionaryloomed
large, however,in thehistory of
theregion’soppressedblack
population,as well as elsewhere.
It is not surprising that van
Homewould haveL’Ouverture’s
portrait in his parlor; he may
havehad GeorgeWashington’sas
well. Collectionof theRhode
Island Black HeritageSociety

Top The Rev.Mahlon van Homeseatedat left, was thepastorof the Union
CongregationalChurchfollowing theCivil War. Following his tenureat thechurch, van
Homewas appointedU.S. counselto St. Thomas,WestIndiesby PresidentMcKinley. The
portrait to his right is of theHaitian revolutionary,ToussiantL’Ouveture.Collectionof
RhodeIslandBlack HeritageSociety.StokesCollection.

EdwardMitchell Bannister,prize-winningAfrican Americanartist. painting a Newport
harbor scenefrom Battery Park, late nineteenthcentury.Bannistersummeredin Newport
andenjoyedsailing his catboataround theharbor. Anaccomplishedartist with a residence
andstudio in Providence,Bannisterwon muchacclaimamonghis peersboth locally and
nationally. Collectionof the NewportHistorical Society.
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African Americansalsoworkedfor thePostalService.Arthur Townsendand
HerbertWosencroftworkedfor the servicein the 1920s.

Noted Rhode Island black artist Edward Mitchell Bannister chose
Newportashis seasonalhomeandpaintingsubject.Anotherblack artist, Lii
M. Kelley, maintaineda studio inherNewporthomeonWarnerStreet.Kelly
specializedin the graphic arts and textiles. LawrensettaHicks also chose
paintingas a profession.William StanleyBraithwaite, the African-American
poetand literary critic, residedon ProspectHill Street.

The African-Americancommunitydevelopedits own entertainment
programscenteredon church-relatedactivities, social clubs and fraternal
organizations,and,toa lesserdegree,on black-ownedrestaurants,tavernsand
coffee houses,suchas GeorgeSeaforth’sclub on Long Wharf. Playswere
performedat Shiloh BaptistandMount Olivet churches. The largeMasonic
Lodge on SchoolStreetwasusedfor major events. Among the outstanding
local performersin theearly twentiethcentury wereMiss GwendolynWill
iams,a contraltosinger,andthe ReverendHenryJeter’sverymusicalfamily.
Among the African American communitybandswerethe Trinity Lodge of
Elks Band, andthe Lincoln Band.

In the1920sand30sat leasttwo baseballclubsexistedinNewport. The
UnionAthleticClubplayedSunsetLeaguebaseballatthe"basin,"nowCardines
Field. Participantsincluded Harold Riley, Harold Williams, Arthur Trent,
ErnestJenkins,HerbertWosencroft,andClarenceButler. African-American
Edward "Chick" Suggswas a well known bantam weight/feather-weight
boxerwho gainednationalattentionin NewYork. He was the NewEngland
featherweightchampionin theearly1920s.His brothersLouisandOscarSuggs
werealsoboxers.

Theseindividuals werenot the only notablesamongAfrican Amen-

Left Louis Walkerwith Boy ScoutBand, MemorialDay, 1937, ThamesStreet.Collectionof
EleanorKeys

Top Lincoln Band. Collectionof EleanorKeys.

Bottom NAACPfloat in paradeat WashingtonSquare.Collection of Elsie Yates.
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cansin Newport. The array of small and large-scaledblack businessand
entrepreneurialactivitiesof thisperiodindicatesagrowingindependenceand
affluencewhich provided ablack communitysupportbase. Themajority of
thesepursuitswerein providingtheblackandwhite communitywith essential
services.

Black-owned enterprisesof the late
nineteenth-mid-twentieth centuries
oral sources;city directories,city mapsRIBHSfiles

Banking services:
TheRhodeIslandLoanandInvestmentCompany;D.B.Allen,
ThomasGiover,MarcusC. Andrews,JamesJohnson,Lindsay
R.Walker,ArmsteadHunley;WashingtonSquare

Restaurants,Catering and Grocery services:
Addison’s CornerGrocery;PointSection
TheAllen Restaurant,HygeiaSpa;J.T. Allen andDavid B. Allen;

Thames/MarlboroughStreets,Easton’sBeach
David Allen BakeryandCatering;David Allen;

HeathStreet,laterEquality Park
Clark Brown’s GroceryStore;Clark Brown,

MemorialBlvd fomerly BathRoad
CinderellaTeaRoom;

Broadway
RalphCook/ Lyle Matthewsvariety stone;

Levin StreetNow MemorialBlvd.West
Lizzie’s FishShack,"Fish Lizzie’s;" Lizzie Cross;

Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland Blvd. formerly West
Broadway

which became:
Daniel’seatery;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. formerly WestBroadway

Left J. T. Allensettledin
Newportin 1893,settingup a
restaurantandcateringbusiness
with his brother H.L. Allen, a
"distinguished"baker. Their
HygeiaSpa at Easton‘s beachwas
a well knowncafeat the turn-of
the-century.He also located a
restaurantwith three private
dining roomsat thePerry
Mansionon WashingtonSquare.
Collectionof the Newport
Historical Society.
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GeorgeDowningCatering; GeorgeT. Downing;

BellevueAve
JosephDorseyConfectionaryShop; JosephDorsey;

WarnerStreet
GoldenFingers;AbrahamAsh;
Holly TreeCoffeeHouse;DanielA. Smith;

Franklin Street
RichardB. King CoffeeShop;RichardB. King;

William Street
Lisbon’s Store; Ed Lisbon;

CallenderAye! Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd.
Formerly WestBroadway

Red DeerRestaurant;
William Street

LauraRicks Restaurant
Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd.

Bobby Robertson’sgeneralstore
AKA Robertson’sneighborhoodstore;
KingstonAve/ HeathStreet

Seaforth’sRestaurant;GeorgeSeaforth;
Long Wharf

Smith’sLunch Room;D. H. Smith;
ThamesStreet

Smith’sVariety; FrankSmith;
KingstonAve./ HeathStreet

AiphonsoSmith’seatery;
Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd.
Formerly WestBroadwaynr.EdwardStreet

Aura Spencer’sChickenShack; Aura Spencer;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. Formerly WestBroadway!
PondAvenue

Ton Ton’s Eatery;
Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. FormerlyWestBroadway

ThomasG.Williams CateringBusiness;ThomasG. Williams;
Levin StreetNow Memorial Blvd. West

Williams’ Restaurant;
PondAve

Barber Shopsand Beauty Salons:

Battle’sBarberShop;CharlesBattle;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. Formerly WestBroadway

betweenTilden andBurnside
TomBoyer’sBarberShop

Memorial Blvd.formerlyBath Road
BerthaBrown’sBeautyShop;BerthaBrown;

Memorial Blvd Formerly BathRoad

DaisyTonsorialParlor; Fred E. Williams;

Bellevue Ave

Davis BarberShop;
MarlboroughStreet

PearlDouglasBeautyShop;PearlDouglas,
PearlStreet! KingstonAve

Emmett’sBarberShop;Emmett,Turner
Dr.MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. Formerly WestBroadway

Evelyn’sBeautyShop; Evelyn Minor;
DeBloisStreet

JoyceBeautyShop;
OakStreet

Marion’s BeautyShop;Shuford’sBarberShop;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. FormerlyWestBroadway
Anthony Peel’sBarberShopwhites only; Anthony Peel;

Franklin Street
William PierceBarberShopwhites only;

ChurchStreet
ErnestStewartBarberShop;

PelhamStreet
Thompson’sBarberShop

SpringStreet
Marion Thompson’sHair Salon;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. Formerly WestBroadway
NathalieTrent’sBeautySalon;NathalieTrent;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. FormerlyWestBroadway
GeorgeWashington’sBarberShop;GeorgeWashington;

Bellevue Ave
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TheodoreWestBarbershop;TheodoreWest;
MarlboroughStreet

Mrs. Williams’ BeautySalon;
SpringStreet

Pharmacyservices:
Olive MatthewsDrugs; Olive Matthews;

ThamesStreet
Cromwell WestDrugstore;Cromwell West;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd.
Formerly WestBroadway!
CalebEarleStreet

Transportationservices:
Bert Anthony Taxi Service; Bert Anthony
BroadwayGaragew/ B. Burton, ParamountBus Co., City Taxi,
Louis Walker;Broadway,BridgeStreet,FriendshipStreet
Burton TransferExpressCo.; BenjaminBurton;

Guinn Crt/ Fillmore Street
CharlesFayerweatherBlacksmithShop;CharlesFayerweather;

KingstonAve

BottomParamountBus Companycoachesreadyfor passengers.The ParamountCompany,
foundedby Louis Walker,was a primary transportationservicewithin thecommunity.
Collectionof EleanorKeys.

Top Louis Walker’s City Taxi Garageon Bridge Street,built in 1947 by Walkerhimselfof
concreteblock. Walkerwas theson of Lindsay R. Walker, oneof Newport’s 19th century
entrepreneurswho movedto Newportfrom Culpeper,Virginia. Collectionof EleanorKeys.

Left William A. JacksonMovingCompany.Collectionof Elsie Gert Henry.
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JacksonMoving Company;William A. Jackson;
WarnerStreet

JamesandEllen Jenkins;
Fillmore Court

TomJenkinsTaxi Service
CalendarAvenue

StephenPayne’sLivery Stable;StephenPayne;

Broadway
EddieRichard’sTaxi Service; EddieRichards;

SaxonR. Robinson’sAuto Repair; SaxonR. Robinson;
Memorial Blvd

Martin SutlerExpressServices; Martin Sutler;
ChapelStreet

Andrew TabbLivery StableandExpress; Andrew Tabb;

EdgarCrt
NathanialTateBlacksmithShop; NathanialTate,

DeBlois! ChapelStreet
Owl Garage,Edwin L. Walker

FriendshipStreet

Black Employment services:
Elias,Jr. IntelligenceOffice; JonasElias;

Levin StreetNow MemorialBlvd. West
Cradle’sIntelligenceOffice; SusanCradle;

SpringStreet
OwensIntelligenceOffice; SarahEllen Owens;

William Street
Ray’s EmploymentService;Mary Ray;

BellevueAvenue
Walker’s IntelligenceOffice; LindsayWalker;

FriendshipStreet
WestBroadwayEmploymentAgency;Mary Williams;

Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. WestBroadway
Winston’s IntelligenceOffice; Mildred Winston;

KingstonAve

Medical and Nursing homeservices:
Brown’s NursingHome; Nellie Brown;

Brinley Street
TheodoreFleming; DDS
Pilgrim Rest; ElizabethCanavan;

William Street
D.H. Smith,MD;

Mary Street
M. Alonzo vanHome,DDS;

Division Street,andBroadway
MarcusF.Wheatland,MD;

JohnStreet
RalphYoung,MD;

ThamesStreet

Fuel and Ice services:
Archie Brown Ice Service;Archie Brown;

BurnsideAve

RussellHerbertPhillips’ gasolineand oilfuel or haulinganddeliverybusiness,pictured
here on StewartStreetin theKerry Hill neighborhood,early twentiethcentury.Collectionof
Evelyn Phillips Golden
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JenkinsOil Company; ThomasLynn Jenkins;
Fillmore Street

Fred Nalle Ice;
RussellHerbertPhillips Oil Business; RussellHerbertPhillips;

StewartStreet
Martin SutlerIce; Martin Sutler;

ChapelStreet
FrankandJohnWigington’s Ice, Coal, Oil Business;EdgarCourt
Louis Walker’sOil Business;

FriendshipStreet
Young BrothersFrank,Melvin andWilliam Ice Company

Tailoring, Dressmaking, ShoeRepair services:
Mary H. Dickerson’sDressmaking;Mary H. Dickerson;

BellevueAve
Freeman’sShoeRepair;HenryFreeman;

Levin Streetnow MemorialBlvd. West
PayneTailor Shop;StephenG. Payne;

Broadway
JohnGaines’ShoeRepair

OakStreet
Arthur Tinsley’s ShoeRepair; Arthur Tinsley;

SpringStreet

Cleaning services:
E.G. Dinkins Cleaning; E.G.Dinkins
Mrs. Henry’sLaundry;Mrs. Henry;

Levin StreetNow MemorialBlvd. West
SolomonMallory’ s Laundry;

Elm Street

Painting services:
ArmsteadHurley PaintandWallpaper;ArmsteadHurley;

Bridge! CrossStreets

Boarding Housesand Land Development:
DowningBlock; GeorgeT. Downing
ThomasGlover rentalhousing; ThomasGlover;

Brinley Street
Nolan’s BoardingHouse;

Brinley Street
LindsayWalker’s boardinghouse;LindsayWalker;

FriendshipStreet

Building, Contracting, Building Supplies:
Anthony M. Pennaslate,tile, gravel, shingles;Anthony Penna;

JohnsonCourt
RobertBeckwith steamfitter,radiators;RobertBeckwith;

Broadway
Philip ThomasCorianderPlasterer

ARMSTEAD HUR1EY,
House,Sign and Ornamental

PThINTER
-AND DEALER IN -

Paints, Varnishes,Japans,
Wall Papers,Etc.

BRIDGE STREET, COR. CROSS STREET,
NEWPORT, R. I.
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Decline
During the late nineteenthand early twentieth centuriesAfrican

Americanscontinuedto beemployedin largenumbersby theFallRiver Line.

The Depression,however,broughta declinein African-Americanbusiness

ventures. Many small businesses,dependentupon the resort trade, were

compelledto close. The Fall River Line itself ceasedoperationsin the mid
1930s. It is from this pointonwardthat theAfrican-Americancommunitylost
momentumin itssocialstability andindependence,althoughbusinessesin the
Dr. MarcusF. WheatlandBlvd. areasurvivedinto thewaryearsassupportfor
the Navy Baselocatednearby.Armstead;McAdam

Navy interestsbuilt a USO facility for black Navy personnelin the
WestBroadwayareain 1944now theMartin LutherKing Center.During this
periodtheFriends’Meeting Houseon FarewellStreetnearbywasusedby the
blackcommunity as a recreationcenter. oral sources

A local NAACP National Associationfor the Advancementof Col

ored Peoplechapterwasorganizedin 1919. The ReverendWilliam James
Lucas,pastorof theMount Olivet BaptistChurch1917-1923wasthefounder
andpresidentof thelocal chapter.NHS, churchhistory

Urbanrenewalprogramshavetakena toll on African-Americanneigh
borhoods.Whole areashavebeenclearedand replacedwith low income
housing, including Chapel Street. Many buildings in the Dr. Marcus F.
WheatlandBoulevardareahavebeendemolished.Memorial BoulevardWest
removedportions of Levin Streetandthe houses,althoughsaved,havebeen
scatteredthroughoutthe city by the NewportRestorationFoundation.

EPILOGUE
The time frame for this study is 1700 - 1945, a period determinedby

historic resourcesurvey methodologyprogrammed to inventory physical
resourcespotentially eligible for listing in the National Registerof Historic
Places.The heritageof African Americansin Newport doesnot end here,
however.Since1945, thecity’s black community has continuedto participate
in educationandgovernment.Its cohesivecharacterhasbeenaffectedby the
immigration of large numbers of African Americansseeking housingin
Newport’slow-incomehousingdevelopmentsbuilt sinceWorld War II. Many
NewportAfrican Americanswho wereeducatedlocally left theareain pursuit
of jobs in professionaloccupations.NursesAlice JacksonFairclough,Ruth
Buchanan,Lillian AddisonandCorneliaLewissoughtemploymentelsewhere
after graduatingfrom Lincoln University Hospital in New York. Others

includingAudrianTriplett andLorraineButlerenlistedin theArmedServices
NursingCorps.Lloyd Jackson,agrandsonof William H. Jackson,Sr.graduated
from Xavier University in New Orleans andwent on to teachhigh school
classesin Racine,Wisconsin.TheHicks sisters,MargueriteHicks Haydenand
Mildred Hicks Reed,left Newport to pursueteachingcareers.Dr. Martin R.
Sutler,jr., agrandsonof theRev. HenryJeterbecamea distinguishedsurgeon

in Cleavland,Ohio. Dr. MarshallRosswho playedin the Lincoln Band with
PerseyWheelerleft Newportto practicemedicinein New York City.

Many stayedandpursuedlocal careers.MoraHammondstaughtschool
in the city schoolsystem. PaulGaines,a grandsonof William H. Jackson,Sr.
waselectedMayor of the city in 1981.Keith W. Stokes,agrandsonof George
Barclay,servedon the City Councilin the 1980s.ThorntonB. Drummond,Jr.
Newport’s first black lieutenantand Oliver C. Burton, Sr. were two of
Newport’sfirst blackpoliceofficers.In 1989, anelementaryschoolwasnamed
after African-Americanschool committeememberGeorgeH. Triplett who
grewup in the Kerry Hill neighborhood.

Thelocalchapterof theNAACPhasplayedanimpressiverolein recalling
theheroicdeedsof African Americans.This organizationreceivedits charter
from thenationalNAACP inJanuary1920,makingit oneof theoldestchapters
nationally.EdwardDinkins wasthefirst treasurerandlocalhistorianCharles
Battle, the first secretaryof thechapter.Among the many peoplewho served
as presidentin its 75 yearhistory are two women,BeatriceH. Suggsand
BarbaraR. Jackson.

For many years,the Newportchapterof the NAACP hashonoredthe
Rhode IslandBlack Regiment.During the Bicentennialin 1976, the chapter
dedicateda permanentmonumentto honor the Regimentin Portsmouth.

The CommunityBaptist Church formed from a mergerof the Shiloh
Baptist andMount Olivet Baptist Churchesduring the ministry of the Rev.
Robert Louis Williams, in the early 1970s.Williams was an associateof Dr.
Martin LutherKing, Jr. in theCivil RightsMovement.In 1972,theCommunity
BaptistChurch,undertheleadershipof PastorWilliams, joined theChanning
Memorial Churchto support the Black HeritageMonth assemblyat Rogers
High School. EachFebruary,during Black HeritageMonth, two awardsare
given.TheGeorgeT. DowningAward is givento anadultin Newportwhohas
contributedto integration.TheDr. MarcusF. WheatlandAward is givento a
Rogersminority seniorfor leadership.Following PastorWilliams’ death,the
programwasnamedin his honor:The Rev. RobertL. Williams Black History
Award Assembly.
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Many continue to keep the history of Newport’s African American
communitya living tradition.ThePaulLaurenceDunbarClub,foundedat the
Mt. Olivet BaptistChurch in 1948 andkept intact at the CommunityBaptist
Church,hasremainedactive, preservingAfrican-Americancultural andhis
torical records.Club activities include,displays, art exhibitions and educa
tional programs.

Membersof theMountZion A.M.E. Churchcreatedthefirst blackhistory
museumin RhodeIsland at their churchin theearly1970s.Many continueto
keepthehistoryof NewportAfrican Americansaliving tradition.Theirnames
canbefound in the acknowledgmentsandbibliographyof thisbook.

For over threecenturies,Newport’s African Americancommunityhas
producedwomenandmenwho haveprovided leadershipand inspiration.
Young andold, rich andpoorwill find inspirationin the endeavorsof these

people.

Frank Carpenter

To continueto fostertheoralandwritten documentationof African Americansin
Newport, the last pagesof this book havebeenreservedfor notesandtherecording
of individual family histories.



Key Representative
African Americans
in Newport’s heritage

Slavery1700-1800

Arthur FlaggAka Arthur Tikey

Arthur Flaggwasbornin 1739.HeownedpropertyinNewportfollowing
theRevolutionandwasaropemakerandafreemanin 1801.Hewasaninfluential
memberof theAfrican Union SocietyandusedthenameArthur Tikeyduring the
1780sand90s,- presumablyhewasafreemanatthis time. In 1789hewasa judge
anda treasurerof theSociety.Meetingsof theAfrican Union Societywereheldat
hishousein the 1790s.NHS, AfricanUnion SocietyrecordsIn 1800,ArthurFlagg
lived on thewest sideof ThamesStreetsouthof William Ellery. RIBHS. Hedied
in 1816at 77yearsof age. A son,SolomanNubiaTikey, diedin1785.Thefamily is
buriedin God’sAcre at the CommonBuryingGround.Otherpropertyownedby

Flaggincludedlots at the cornerof Third andPoplarStreetsand at Crossand
ThamesStreets.Whetheror notFlaggwasownedby the EbenezerFlaggfamily is
notknownat thistime. EbenezerFlaggwasapartnerin theCollins,FlaggandEngs
mercantilebusinesswhichparticipatedin aminorwayin theslavetrade.Flaggwas
amanufacturerof cordage.His sonEbenezer,Jr. is saidto havebeenkilled with
ColonelChristopherGreeneat the ambushof PointsBridge alongwith members
of the RhodeIslandBlack Regimentwho defendedhim. Downing

NewportGardner

Oneof thecommunity’smostwell-knownandinfluential Africans,New
port Gardnerarrived in Newportfrom the African coaston a slaveship in 1760,
apparentlyto acquirean education,but was enslavedin the serviceof Caleb
Gardner,a slaveshipcaptainandoneof Newport’smajorslavemerchants.In four
yearsNewport GardnerlearnedEnglish,French,and Westernmusic, andwas
convertedtoChristianity. Hedidnot,however,forgetor losehisAfricanlanguage

orculture.Hebecameafriendof SamuelHopkins,theabolitionistpastorof theFirst
CongregationalChurch.Hetaughtmusicin ahiredroomonDivision Street,wrote
and publishedmusic, and taughtAfrican childrenat the school of the African
BenevolentSocietyof whichhewasafounder.Following theRevolution,Newport
Gardnerappearsto havebeenemployedas a school teacherand blacksmith.
Althoughhewasnotfreedby CalebGardneruntil 1792,hewasthe first president
of theAfrican UnionSociety,thefirst blackculturalsocietyin thenationformedin
1780. Newport Gardnerfounded the Union CongregationalChurch, the first
African churchin the city. HeretainedhisAfrican name- OccramarMirycoo or
Marycoo.Heandhiswife, Limas,raised13 childrenbornbetween1778and1800.
He ownedhisown homeon PopeStreetasearlyas 1807. Later in life hebecame
involved in theAfrican Colonizationmovement,returningto hishomelandin 1826
withhissons,fellowmembersof theAfricanUnion SocietyandAfricanPopeStreet
neighbors.Unfortunatelyhe andhis followers succumbedto an African coast-
relatedsicknesssoonafter arriving.

QuarcoHoneymariJackSisson

QuarcoHoneyman,a former slave,is bestknownfor hisRevolutionary
War exploitsasa Rebelinformer. Local traditionatteststo hisemploymentwith
GeneralPrescott’sstaff at the BanisterHousein PeihamStreetduring the British
occupation. He is reportedto haveinformedthe colonial rebelforces as to the
General’smovements,leadingto Prescott’scaptureby ColonelBarton in Ports
mouth.

CaesarLyndon

CaesarLyndonwasahighly articulateandliterateslaveof JosiahLyndon,
a colonialgovernorof RhodeIsland,andwasemployedasapurchasingagentand
secretary.Hebecamea scribeandsecretaryfor theAfrican Union Societyearlyin
its organization. Hediedin 1794.

JohnQuamino

According to Ezra Stiles,JohnQuamino was originally sent to Rhode
Islandfrom Africa asachild by hisfatherto obtainaneducationin about1755this
isnottheonly suchstory.Apparentlyhewasenslavedin theprocess.After sending
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him to school,theshipcaptainentrustedwithhiswelfaresoldQuaminoasaslave.
Heis reportedto havebeeneducatedby Mrs. Osbom,thenotedcolonial school
teacherinNewport. In 1769,Quaminowastheslaveof CaptainBenjaminChurch.
Quaminowasableto purchasehis freedomin about1773 with lottery winnings.
About this time he was recruitedby SamuelHopkins, the pastorof the First
CongregationalChurch,andEzraStiles,the pastorof the SecondCongregational
Church, to embarkupon Christian missionarywork in Africa. Having been
interviewedby HopkinsandStiles, Quaminohadbeenselectedfor the project
becauseof his keenintellect. Heis reportedto haveretainedknowledgeof the
African languagesandwaskeento returnto Africa. Quaminoandanotherfree
African, Bristol Yamma, weresent to PrincetonCollegeto befurthereducatedin
preparation.Thesetwo Africanswereapparentlythe first blacksto attendcollege
in thecolonies.TheRevolutionaryWarinterferedwith themissionaryplans.John
Quaminoattemptedto earnfundsto buy hiswife Charity "Duchess’Quamino
andfamily outof slaveryby enlistingwith a privateer.Hediedshortlythereafter
inaskirmishaboardtheprivateerin 1779.Meanwhile,themissionaryprojectwas
abandoned.

Charity "Duchess"Quamino

DuchessQuaminowasthe slaveof William Channingliving on School
Street. She marriedJohnQuamino in 1769, Quaminothenbeing the slave of
CaptainBenjaminChurch. After herhusbanddied in 1779, DuchessQuamino
managedto gainherfreedomwithin a year. In the late18thcentury,shebecame
well knownthroughouttheregionasapastrycook,usingtheovensoftheChanning
houseforhercooking.ShemayhavemovedtoSecondStreetlaterinherlife. At least
onesourcestatesthatsheremainedin a smallSchoolstreethouseuntil herdeath.
Through her domesticwork in the Channinghousehold,it is presumedthat
DuchessQuaminohad an influence upon William Ellery Channingfrom his
boyhoodon. DuchessQuaminodied in 1804. William Ellery Channinghad an
inscriptioncarvedonhergravestonecelebratingherintelligence,industriousness,
affection, honestyandexemplarypiety. DuchessQuaminowasamemberof the
PallsandBiers of theAfrican Union Societyin 1792. CarpenterGeorgeGibbs

Channing

NathanielRodman

NathanielRodmanwasaninfluential formerslaveliving onWarnerStreet
who,following theRevolution,helpedorganizetheAfrican BenevolentSocietyto
provideeducationalfacilities for the emergingAfrican-Americancommunity.
Rodman’shousewasmovedto SecondStreetafter 1960.

Bristol Yamma

Bristol Yammais describedasa freeAfrican in the late 18thcenturywho
wasselectedwith JohnQuaminoby SamuelHopkinsandEzraStilesto besenton
anexperimentalChristianmissionaryexpeditionto Africa. Hewaseducatedwith
Quaminoat PrincetonCollege for the project. Unfortunatelyoutbreakof the
RevolutionaryWarandQuamino’suntimelydeathaboardaprivateercausedthe
projectto bequickly terminated.Bristol Yammawasinvolvedin theorganization
of theAfrican Union Societyuntil hisdeathin Providencein 1793.

1800 - Civil War

IsaacBabcock

IsaacBabcockwasa freeAfrican-Americanliving on SchoolStreetin the
earlynineteenthcentury.He is listed as agardenerin the 1858 city directories.
Babcockwasinstrumentalwith IsaacRice, JohnMowatt, FrancisChalonerand

BenjaminWeeden,amongothers,in acquiringtheFourthBaptistMeetingHouse
on Division Streetfor useby theUnion CongregationalChurch. Hewaslisted as

amemberof theAfrican HumaneSocietyakaAfrican Union Society1823-1843.

PompeyBrinley

PompeyBrinley, a former slave,living on Levin Streetnow Memorial
Blvd. West during the early nineteenthcenturyhelpedorganize the African

BenevolentSociety in 1808 for the schoolingof African-Americanchildren. His
homewaslaterthesiteof theorganizationof theShilohBaptistChurch.A member

of theAfrican Union Society,hedied in 1813.Armstead
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BenjaminJ. Burton

Bornin 1826inConnecticut,BenjaminJ.Burtonfirst arrivedinNewportin
1845 working asa teamsterfor coaldealersGifford andDevenson Commercial
Wharf. Heleft Newportfor California during the Gold Rushandreturnedwith
enoughfundstolauncha successfulexpresscompany,the "Original Express," in
the 1850s.Thiswasoneof the earliestblack-ownedexpressbusinessesin the city.
His obituaryreportedthatBurtonsufferedfrom racialtensionsoverhis initiative,
describingfrequentsetbacks;horsesbeing maliciouslyinjured,harnessescut,and
wagonsdamagedbycompetitors.But Burtonsucceededandhisefforts launched
African-Americanentrepreneurialpursuitsin thebusinessof transportation.Bur
tonwasthe originatorof the BellevueAvenueomnibusline aswell aslineson the

Pointandon Broadway. Healsodevelopeda successfulbaggagetransferservice

cateringto the summerresortpopulation. Burtoncommittedsuicide in 1885,
althoughtherehadbeenspeculationthathe wasmurdered.The transportation
industryandlivery businessadvancedduring the 19th centuryand early20th
centuriesunderblack ownershipto include taxi andbus services.The express
businesscontinuedin the Burtonfamily afterBurton’s death.

HannibalCollins

HannibalCollins apparentlyenlistedin theColonists’ First RhodeIsland
Regiment,the "Black Regiment,"during the Revolution,to gainhis freedom. He
escapedthe slaughterof the regimentat the ambushof PointsBridge by being
woundedat the battleof RhodeIslandandreturningto Newportto recover.He
enlistedin the War of 1812,and accompaniedOliver HazardPerryto the Great
Lakes,fighting underPerry’scommandin the Battle of LakeErie. Laterhe was
underPerry’scommandinSouthAmerica.

1865 - World War II

EdwardMitchell Bannister

EdwardMitchell Bannisterwasawell-knownlate19thcenturypainterof
the BarbizonandImpressionistschoolswho lived in Providencebutfrequented
Newportduring the summer. Bannisterwon a bronzemedalat the Centennial
ExpositionPhiladelphiain1876,launchinghisinfluentialcareerinRhodeIsland.
He participatedin founding the ProvidenceArt Club andhiscircle foundedthe
RhodeIslandSchoolof Design. Hediedin 1901.

William StanleyBeaumontBraithwaite

William StanleyBraithwaitecamein contactwith Newportin the early
1890swhenhiswidowedmothermovedthefamily to thecity to establisha tourist
home.Thefamily livedon DeBloisStreet.BraithwaitemarriedNewporterEmma
Kelley.

Oliver HazardPerry and Hannibal Collins centerrearat theBattleofLake Erie.Collectionof
theNewportHistoricalSociety
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BraithwaitewasanationallyknownAfrican-Americanpoetandliter
arycritic in theearlytomid-twentieth-century.Hewasadistinguishedcollege
professorfor tenyearsat AtlantaUniversity andapersonalandliteraryfriend
of major American poetsRobert Frost, EdgarArlington Robinson,Amy
Lowell, JamesWeldonJohnson,CounterCullen, andblacknationalist/ scholar
W.E.B. DuBois, amongothers. Braithwaitebecameknown at the turn of the
centuryinAmericanliterarycirclesasacritic for theBostonTranscript.Through
his literary work,Braithewaitestroveto demonstratethatablackwriter could
bethe equal"of any othermanin possessionof the attributesthatproducea
literatureof humanthoughtandexperience."Hewastheeditorof anthologies
of selectedAmericanversefor 17 years1913-1929.He alsoeditedfour long

lasting anthologiesof periodEnglishpoetry andthreevolumesof his own
poems.He diedin 1962.

Silas andMary Dickerson

During themid- tolatenineteenthcenturySilasDickersonownedand
operateda successfulgrocerystoreon William Street.HewastheChairmanof
theBoardof theUnion CongregationalChurchduring theconstructionof the
presentstructurein the early1870s. His wife, Mary, operateda dressmaking
shopon BellevueAvenue.In 1903,Mrs. Dickensonorgainzedthefirst federa
tion of African-Americanclub womenin RhodeIsland.

JacobDorsey

Dorseycameto Newport from Marylandin 1851 at theageof thirty.

He andhiswife operatedaconfectionerybusinesson WarnerStreetbetween
1851-1900.Hewasalsolistedin thecity directoriesas awhitewasherpainter
in the 1880’s and1890’s.

GeorgeT. Downing

GeorgeT. Downingwasanearlyentrepreneurin resortaccommoda
tions including restaurants,catering services,hotel accommodations,and
retail servicesin Newport. HeopenedtheSeaGirt Hotel on BellevueAvenue
in 1854 andlater theDowning Blockof retail stores.Downingwasinfluential

in local policy-making and a successsymbol to the black community. In
additionto his entrepreneurialpursuits,Downingwasinvolved in the aboli
tionist movementandhadestablishedpolitical connectionswith policy-mak
ersin the nation’scapitol andwith blackrights advocateFrederickDouglass.
Downingwasavocalopponentof theReverendHenryHighlandGarnetwith
whomhehadbeenschooledinNewYork City. Garnetbecamealeadingfigure
in theblack nationalistmovementin the mid-19thcenturyespousingradical
approachesto ending slavery,including openslaverevolt. Downing appar
entlyresolvedto workmorecloselywith theestablishmentandformedamore
integrationistapproach. He usedhis influenceto gain desegregationof the
city’s schoolsin 1866 andwasakeensupporterof theabolitionistmovementat
thenationallevel. His principal restaurant-cateringenterprisewasthedining
servicesat the Capitol for theU.S. Houseof Representatives.Stuckey;NHS,
Obit. ; Cottrol

CharlesFayerweather

CharlesFayerweatherwas a successfulblacksmith who lived and
workedin theKingstonAvenue/ PearlStreetareain thelate19thcentury. He
waschosento attendtheNationalNegroBusinessLeagueConventionin 1880
held in Baltimore andgavethe openingaddressas a Newportdelegate.

ThomasClover

ThomasGloverwasactivein the late 19thandearly20thcenturiesin
Newport as a real estatedeveloperand housinglandlord. Among other
properties,heownedboardinghousesandflats which he rentedto African
Americans.Gloverwasapartnerwith otherblackentrepreneursin theRhode
IslandLoan andInvestmentCompany,locatedon WashingtonSquare. This
small African-American-ownedbankprovided resourcesfor blackentrepre
neurs.

ArmsteadHurley

ArmsteadHurley wasborn into slavery in CulpeperCounty in 1854
and was freed following GeneralLee’s surrender.He came to Newport
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GeorgeDowning.Collection of the RhodeIslandBlack HeritageSociety

fromVirginia in 1886 as a painter and glazier, operatinga painting and
wailpaperingbusinessin the upper ThamesStreet area. The businesshe
establishedbecameoneof thelargestandmostprosperouspaintingconcerns
in Newportduring thecity’s GildedAge. Hurley wasapartnerin the Rhode
IslandLoanandInvestmentCompanywith David B. Allen, ThomasGlover,
MarcusC. Andrews,LindsayR. Walker andJamesJohnson.Thisblack-owned
bankingfirm loanedfunds to black businessmenand investors.Hurley em
ployedfamily membersand investedin rentalpropertyon DivisionandMary
Street. Hewasthe treasurerof theShilohBaptistChurchin the early1900s.

ArmsteadHurley. Collectionof the
RhodeIsland HistoricalSociety

William H. Jackson,Sr.

William H. Jackson,Sr. born in Petesburg,Virginia wasinvolved in
thelate19thcenturyin localandstatepolitics. Hewasemployedby theRhode
Island Houseof Representativesas sergeant-at-armsfor over two decades,
both at the Colony Housein Newportand after 1900 at the StateHousein
Providence. He was a memberof the city’s representativecouncil from the
SecondWard and active in Republicanpolitical circles. In 1932 he was
appointedasergeant-at-armstoserveat theRepublicannationalconventionin
Chicagowherehe authoredan anti-lynchplankfor the Republicanplatform.

The ReverendHenryN. Jeter

HenryJeter,thesonof aVirginia slave, wasborn intoslavery
in CharlotteCounty,Virginia in 1851. After theCivil War, hewasemployed
in abootandleatherbusinessin Lynchburg,VA andstudiedtheologyatnight.
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He wasbaptizedin 1868 in the African BaptistChurch in Lynchburg. Jeter
enteredtheWaylandSeminaryin Washington,D.C.in 1869,wherehestudied
for six yearsunder the directionof the ReverendG.M.P.King, D.D.. Jeter
marriedThomasiniaHamilton, thedaughterof ThomasHamilton, theeditor
andproprieter of theAnglo-African, a weekly African-Americanpaperpub
lishedin NewYork City duringtheperiod. Hewashired by theShilohBaptist
Churchin Newportuponhisgraduationfrom Waylandandbecameoneof the
mostrespectedAfrican-Americanpastorsin Newport. Jeter’sfamily 8 chil
dren becamewidely known for their musical talent, giving performances
locally andas far away as Washington,DC. Henry Jeterwasan influential

pastorof theShilohBaptistChurchfrom 1875until after 1916. Following his
pastorate,hebecameknownfor workinracerelationsandhumaneendeavors.
Jeterdied in 1938.Jeter,RIBHS, vertical files

JohnMowatt JohnMewatt

JohnMowatt wasanearly freeAfricanentrepreneurwho is listed asa
grocerearly in the 19thcenturyliving on Division Street.He wasa founding
memberof the Union Colored ChurchakaUnion CongregationalChurch.
Thefirst meetingto organizetheblackmasoniclodgewasheldat hishousein

1849. Mowatt ownedtwo adjoiningpropertieson Division Streetasearlyas

1809. He died in 1859 at the ageof 81 andwasdescribedas a "respectable

colouredman." His wife, Patience,describedas a mulatto, died in 1867.
Franklin; NHS, Gould DayBook#1324

PeterQuire

PeterQuirewasbornin Baltimorein 1806. Hecameto Newportfrom
Philadelphiawith his wife andbecameactivein theestablishmentof aTrinity

Churchmissionon thePoint in the1870s.Thefirst meetingof themissionwas

held in a roomin anunoccupiedhouseownedby PeterQuireat thecornerof
Third andPoplarStreets.Hediedin 1889,leavingonehalfof his residualestate

$419to thechurch.His wife, havingdiedin 1883,wasthefirst personto have
a funeral in the church.

TheJeterFamily. Rev.Jeterat center.Collectionof theRhodeIslandHistorical Society.

William H. Jackson,Sr. RhodeIsland BlackHeritageSociety,Paul GainesCollection
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IsaacRice

PeterQuire. Collection of St. John’sChurch

DanielA. SmithandDr. Daniel A. Smith,Jr.

Daniel Arthur Smith was born in Washington,D.C. and came to
Newportafter the Civil War. He operatedthe Holly TreeCoffee Houseon
Franklin Street,thena restaurantin the BatemanBuilding, and later dining
rooms at his houseon Mary Street. Dr. Daniel A. Smith. Jr. was born in
Newportin 1881. Hewasaphysicianin Wilmington, Del.beforeestablishing
apracticein Newportin 1931,oneyearprior to his mother’sdeath. Dr. Smith
occupiedhis Mary Streethouse/office until his deathin 1971.NHS,Obit.

IsaacRicewasthe freestepsonof CaesarBonner.Hewasborn in 1792
in the NarragansettCountryonthewestsideof NarragansettBay andmoved
to Newport in the early 19thcentury. The Rice Homesteadon William and

ThomasStreetswasbuilt forCeasarBonnerabout1815andgiventoIsaacRice

shortly thereafter. IsaacRicebecameoneof Newport’s earlyblackentrepre

neurs,developingawell-knowncateringbusinessonCottonCourtoff Thames

Street.Hehadalsobeenagardenerandis knownto haveworkedforGovernor
GeorgeGibbs at his estateon Mill Streetincluding presentdayTouro Park.
IsaacRice wasinvolved and influential in the establishmentof free African

socialorganizationsin the ante-bellumperiodandhasbeencreditedbymany

as NewportGardner’ssuccessoras a leaderof Newport’s African-American

communitybeforetheCivil War. Hewasanactiveabolitionistanda"conduc
tor" of theundergroundrailroad.Hewasasecretaryfor theAfricanBenevolent
Society during its intial developmentand a memberof the African Union
Societyin 1810.Ricecontinuedasaninfluential memberof theAfricanHuman
SocietyakaAfricanUnion Societyin theearlytomid-1800s.Ricealsoassisted

GeorgeT. DowningandColonelThomasWentworthHigginsonin theirefforts

to desegregateNewportschoolsin the 1860s.Ricewasa friend of abolitionist
FrederickDouglass,who is saidto havestayedat the RiceHomesteadin 1843
whenhevisitedRhodeIslandtospeakonabolitionfor theMassachusettsAnti
SlaverySociety. Robinson,Battle; OralSources

GeorgeA. Rice

GeorgeA. Ricewasa chief stewardon the Fall River Line during its
heightinpopularityin themid-to latenineteenthcentury.Hewastheprincipal
organizerof serviceaboardseveralof the Line’s premier palacesteamships
including the Puritan, Pilgrim and Priscilla. Rice was well-known by the
celebritiesusing the Line andoften soughtafter."Fheporters, waitersand
kitchenstaff aboardthesteamshipswerepredominantlyAfrican-Americans.
Thesewerefloating hotelswith overnightaccommodationsand largedining
facilitiesservingcomplexmenus. Ricewasableto educatehis two daughters
andson,GeorgeRice. Thelatter graduatedfrom DartmouthCollegein 1869,
applied for admissionto the College of Physiciansat Columbia, but was
rejectedapparentlybecauseof hisrace.Undaunted,Rice’ssonwenttoScotland
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to studyat the University of Edinburghand to Paris,eventuallypracticing
medicinein London.Later hebecamethe headof ahospitalin Kent.

TheReverendMahlonvanHome

Born in 1840, Mahlon van Home becamethe pastorof the Union
CongregationalChurchin 1869, immediatelyfollowing his graduationfrom
Lincoln University PA in 1868. Van Home had beena school teacherin
Huntington,Long IslandandinCharleston,S.C. Hecontinuedaspastorof the
Union CongregationalChurchfor 28 years,until 1896whenhewasappointed
U.S. Counselto St. Thomas,W.I. by PresidentWilliam McKinley. He later
becameamissionaryinAntigua in theWestIndiesanddiedtherein 1910. Van
Home’spastorateincludedthe periodin which thepresentUnion Congrega
tional Churchstructurewasconstructed1871 to its financial declinein the
late 1890s. Van Home was the first black to serveon the NewportSchool
Committee.Heheldtermsbetween1873 and1892. VanHomewasalsothefirst

blackto servein theRhodeIslandlegislature.HewaselectedaRepresentative

Mahlonvan Home.Collectionof the RhodeIsland HistoricalSociety
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Dr. MarcusFitzherbertWheatland

MarcusF. Wheatlandwasa well-respectedlatenineteenthto earlytwen

tieth-centuryblackphysicianwho lived onJohnStreet. Wheatlandmaintainedhis

practicefor over 40 yearsand wasregardedasan authorityin the useof X-ray

equipmentin the diagnosisof ailments.
Wheatlandwas born in Bridgetown,Barbadoesin 1868, and attended

privateschoolsin theWestIndies.Heisknownto havebeena sailoron anEnglish
vesselbetween1884 and 1887,arriving in Bostonin 1887 looking for work. He
attendedHowardUniversityin Washington,D.C.,graduatingasan M.D. in 1895

and later receiving an honorarydegreein 1908. He was licensed to practice

medicinein Rhode Island in that year, and is reportedto be the first African

American in the nation to practiceradiology as a specialtyand the first black
physician to practice on AquidneckIsland. Wheatlandwas presidentof the
NationalMedicalAssociationin 1910.Hediedin1934.hi 1994,WestBroadwaywas

renamedDr. MarcusF. WheatlandBoulevardin hishonor.

LindsayR. Walker

A nativeof northernVirginia, LindsayWalkermovedtoNewportin 1860.
Hewasemployedasagardenerandoccasionallyasabutler. Herecruitedblacks
fromnorthernVirginia throughaWashington,DC employmentoffice toworkon
AquidneckIsland farms and in the transportationbusinesseswithin the city.
Walker was a partner in the black-ownedRhode Island Loan and Investment
Companylocatedon WashingtonSquare. His son Louis Walker developeda
successfultransportationbusinesswith a fleetof taxis andlimousines.

Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland.Collectionof theNewportHistoricalSociety
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Historic
ResourcesList

Thefollowing is anextensive,butnot exhaustive,list of
places,buildingsandsitesassociatedwith theheritageof
African Americansin Newport.Manyof theseresources
are listed in the National Registerof Historic Places
eitherwithin districtsor individually.Onearea,thePope
Streetneighborhood,is potentiallyeligible for listing in
theNationalRegisterasanearlyAfrica-Americanneigh
borhoodsurviving with considerablearchitecturalin
tegrity.

Bellevue Avenue

32 Bellevue Avenue,AP 25, Lot 61:
Muenchinger-King Hotel, c.1840, 1870,

1890:acomplex3-1/2story,mansard-roofed,clap
board,Second-Empirestyle hotel which wasen
largedandremodeledduring the late nineteenth
century. The hotelemployedAfrican Americans
living in the vicinity during themid-to-latenine
teenthcenturyperiodof Newport’sprominenceas
a hotel resort. The building is oneof only a few
surviving examplesof thehotel era.

Bridge Street

1,3,5 Bridge Street, AP 17, Lots 56,57:
Joseph House Stevens, prior to 1750: a

two-story, gable-roofed, clapboard and shingle,
Georgianstylehousewith 2 interior brick chim
neys. Thebuilding wasownedby JosephStevens

prior to 1750. In the late nineteenthand early
twentiethcenturiesthehousewasownedandoccu
piedby black businessmanArmsteadHurley who
had hissuccessfulpaintandwallpaperingbusiness
andstore in an additionfacing ThamesStreet. A
concreteblock outbuilding was usedfor storage.
ArmsteadHurley was an investor in the Rhode
IslandLoanandInvestmentCompany,a localblack
banksupplyingfundsforblackbusinesses.His paint
andwallpaperingbusinessservedthe elite during
Newport’s gilded age.

13 Bridge Street, AP 17, Lot 260:
City Taxi, 1947: a 2 story, gable-roofed,

concreteblockearly- twentiethcenturycommercial
structure which functioned as the Bridge Street
locus of black businessmanLouis Walker’s taxi
service. Walker investedin numeroustransporta
tion-relatedbusinessventuresincluding a limou
sine service,agarageandabuscompanylocated
on FriendshipStreetandon Broadway.

31 Bridge Street, AP 17, Lots 31,29:
StephenAyrault House,c.1790:a2-story,

gable-roofedclapboardand shingle,Federalstyle
housemovedto thesitefromWalnutStreetin 1884.
Thehousewasownedbyslavetraderandslaveship
owner StephenAyrault in 1790. In 1774,Ayrault
ownedfive slaves,someof whom may havebeen
employedas seamenaboardhis ships. In 1773-74

AyraultownedtheslaverFannywhichundertooka
voyageto the GuineaCoastand transported112
slavesto Charleston,S.C.

70 and72 Bridge Street,AP 16, Lots 75,78:
John Townsend House and workshop,

c.1750:a small,2-story,gable-roofedclapboardand
shingle, Georgianhousewith a central chimney.
Attached to the houseis a large 2-1/2 story,man
sard-roofed,clapboardstructure.JohnTownsend
wasaninfluential memberof theTownsendfamily
of cabinetandfurniture makers.This housewas
occupiedbyTownsendbefore1758 andthe adjoin
ing gambrel-roofedbuilding wasusedas a work
shop. In 1774JohnTownsendownedthreeslaves.
Whetheror notslaveswereemployedaslaborersin
thecabinetandfurniture-makingshopisnotknown
at this time. see74-76 Bridge Street

74-76 Bridge Street,AP 16,Lot 74:
Christopher TownsendHouse,c.1725: a 2-

storygable-on-hip-roofed,clapboardandshingle,
centerchimney,Georgianstyle housewith an at
tachedsinglestory,gable-roofedoffice/store/shop.
The house and shop were built by Christopher
Townsend,ahouse-joinerandcabinet-makerwho
specializedin mapleship furniture. A memberof
theTownsendfamily of furnitureandcabinet-mak
ers, Christopher Townsend died in 1773. The
Townsendfamily at the time of his deathowneda

59
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total of six slaves.Whetheror notslave laborwas
employedin thefurnitureandcabinetmakingbusi
nessrequiresfurther study.

77 Bridge Street,AP 16, Lots 60,61:
Pitt’sHeadTavern,c.1725,1744:animpos

ing 2-1/2 story,gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Geor
gianstylehousebuilt formerchantandpatronof the
arts HenryCollins. The houseoriginally stoodon
WashingtonSquareandwasenlargedin 1744. The
housemay havebeengivenby Collins to his niece
MaryWardonhermarriageto EbenezerFlagg,who

wasamanufacturerof cordageandbecameabusi
nessassociateof Collins. Flaggparticipatedwith
Collins andSamuelEngsin the slave trade,jointly
owning the slaverAfrica in 1755;however,thefirm
was forced into bankruptcyby the early 1760s.

EbenezerFlaggdied iii 1762. Whetheror not this

family ownedArthurFlagg,aninfluential freeblack

in the1790shasnotbeenverified. Downing/Scully’s
ArchitecturalHeritageofNewport,RhodeIslandreports
that bothsons of EbenezerandMary Flaggwere

killed in actionduring the Revolution. Ebenezer

Flagg,Jr. waskilled with hisCommandingOfficer
ChristopherGreenein a surpriseattackby British
Forcesin WestchesterCounty,New York. Christo
pherGreenewasin commandof the RhodeIsland
Black Regiment. He was killed in an ambushat

Points Bridge, N.Y. with nearly all of his black
troopswho heroicallyattemptedto defendhim.

90 Bridge Street,AP 16, Lot 69:
BrentonCountingHouse,c.1748,1976:a 2-

1/2storyhip-gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgian
style,commercialbuildingassociatedwith themer

cantileempireof the Brentonfamily. In 1774, the
BrentonsBenjaminandJahleelownedsevenslaves.

Thecountinghouse,originally locatedat Champlin
Wharf and ThamesStreet,was the center of the
family’s extensivetradingactivities. TheBrentons
ownedextensivepropertyin the southernportions
of the island.Becausethey wereLoyalistsduring
theRevolution,anangrymobcarriedoff 1000sheep
and 40-50 head of cattle from their farm
HammersmithFarm during the British occupa
tion. Cuffe Cockroach,a noted colonial cook was
oneof the Brentonslaves.

Brinley Street

21 Bnnley Street,AP 25, Lot 29:
Nellie Brown’s RestHome, aka Golden

Age RestHome, c.1860: a 1-1/2 story, mansard-
roofed,EarlyVictorianstylehousepossiblyusedas

a boardinghouse during the Newport hotel era,
with Samuel Engs proprietor. In the twentieth

century, this structure and23 Brinley Streetwere
utilized by blackbusinesswomanNellie Brown asa

rest/retirement/nursinghome popular with the
African-Americancommunity.

23 Brinley Street,AP 25, Lot 29:
Nellie Brown’s RestHome,c.1860:a2-1/2

story,mansard-roofed,SecondEmpirestylebuild
ing which may have been a boardinghouse or
apartmentsusedfor housingduring the Newport
hotel era under the proprietorship of
H.H.Swinbourne1883 andbeforeby JosephTew

1876. Thebuilding waslaterutilized in the twen
tieth centuryas a part of black businesswoman
Nellie Brown’s resthomeproperty. The building

wasconnectedwith 21 Brinley Streetat onetime.

24 Brinley Street,AP 25,Lot 30:
Nolan’s BoardingHouse,c.1850:a 3 story,

flat-roofed, Early Victorian style residentialbuild
ing whichmayhavebeenbuilt asaboardinghouse.
In 1870 Philip Rider wastheproprietor.Thebuild
ing may haveprovided staff housingfor nearby
hotelsduringNewport’shotelera.In themid twen
tieth centurythe structurewasknown as Nolan’s
BoardingHousecateringto African Americans.

26 Brinley Street,AP 25, Lot 38:
Boarding House, c.1870: a 3 story, flat-

roofed,Late-Victorianstyleboardinghousewhich
mayhavebeenassociatedwith housingstafffor the

hotelslocatednearby.Philip Riderwasthepropri
etorof thebuilding in 1870. In theearly twentieth

century,thebuildingwasownedbyThomasGlover,
an influential black businessmanand property
ownerwho,with ArmsteadHurley,David B. Allen,
MarcusC. Andrews,JamesJohnsonandLindsay
Walkerformedthe RhodeIslandLoan andInvest
mentCompany,ablack-ownedbankon Washing
ton Square. The boardinghousewasoneof two

propertiesownedbyGloverin theimmediateneigh
borhood. It is presumedthat African-American
familiesweretheprincipaltenantsin thenineteenth
andtwentiethcenturies.

24 Brinley Street.Photographby RichardYoungken
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CatherineStreet

22 CatherineStreet,AP 25, Lot 39:
Fillmore House,c,1856:3-story,flat-roofed,

wood-framed,EarlyVictorian,Italianate,bracketed
hotel originally connectedto and similar to 24
CatherineStreetwith mid-sectionremoved. The
hotelwasanemploymentcenterforAfrican-Ameri
cansprior to theCivil War, cateringto Newport’s
developinghotel resorttrade. Thisbuilding is one
of only a few hotel structuresremainingfrom the
period.

24 CatherineStreet,AP 25, Lot 37:
Fillmore House,c.1856:3-story,flat-roofed,

wood-framed,EarlyVictorian, Italianate,bracketed
hotel originally connectedto and similar to 22
CatherineStreet. See22 CatherineStreetentry.

* ClarkeStreet

* 14 ClarkeStreet,AP 24, Lot 302:
EzraStilesHouse,c.1756/65:2-story,gam

brel-roofed,clapboarded,Georgianhouse,built for
theSecondCongregationalSocietyasa parsonage.
The ReverendDr. Ezra Stiles lived in the house
during his termin Newportaspastorof theSecond
CongregationalChurch prior to the Revolution.
Stiles and the ReverendSamuel Hopkins joined
forces to launch an early attemptat encouraging
Africans in missionarywork in their homeland.
Here he is supposedto have interviewed John
Quaminoforamissionaryposition,with asemester
at PrincetonCollege.Stilesis knownto havehadat
leastoneAfrican slaveas abody servant.

* 13,15ClarkeStreet,AP 24, Lot 48:
SecondCongregationalChurch,1735,1847,

1874: a 2-story, gable-roofed,clapboardmeeting
house/churchoriginally designedin the Georgian
style,with GreekRevivaladditions. Thestructure
wasbuilt by CottonPalmer.

Ezra Stiles was the pastorof this church
prior to theRevolution.

* 28 ClarkeStreet,AP 24, Lot 74:
Caleb Hollingsworth House,akaJoseph

Burrill House,c.1705,1755:a2-1/2story,gambrel-
roofed,clapboardandshingle,Georgianstylehouse
ownedby Caleb Hollingsworth, a saddlerin the
early eighteenthcentury. PeterEastonownedthe
housein 1712 andit remainedin theEastonfamily
until after 1727. A PeterEastonis recordedto have
hadaslaveinNewportasearlyas 1691.Prior tothe
Revolution 1755-1801 it was owned by Joseph
Burrill, a tin craftsman,who ownedfive slavesin
1774. Someof the Africans in thehouseholdmay
havebeenemployedas laborersin thetin business.
Africansmay havelived in thegarretof thehouse.

* 31 Clarke Street,AP 24, Lot 73:
RobertStevensHouse,c.1742-1755:a2-1/

2 story, gambrel-roofed,clapboard and shingle,
Georgianstyle houseapparentlybuilt for Robert
Stevenswho lived in thehouseprior to theRevolu
tion. Stevenswasanupholstererandshipchandler
who owned five slavesin 1774, presumablyem
ployed as domestic servantsand laborersin his
mercantileoperations. TheseAfricans may have
lived in the garretroomsof the house.

* 46 ClarkeStreet,AP 24, Lot 93:
Vernon House,c.1708,1760:an imposing

2-1/2story, hip-roofed,Georgianstylehousewith
rusticatedwood siding,possiblydesignedby Peter
Harrison. Portionsof the building maydateto the
late 17thandearly18thcenturies.Possiblybuilt for
William Gibbs,thehousewasoccupiedby theGibbs-
Gardnerfamily andwasownedby Metcalf Bowler
in 1759.Bowler wasasuccessfulmerchantengaged
in the West Indies trade, and a colonial official.
Metcalf Bowler transformedthehousefrom its ear
lier form to theGeorgianmansionit is today. Prior
to theRevolutionin 1773,Bowler soldthehouseto
theprominentNewportmerchantWilliam Vernon.

BothWilliam andhis sonSamuelwereextensively
involved in theslavetrade. In 1774,William Vernon
owned five slaves. Between1737 and 1807, the
Vernons principally William and Samuel held
interestsin at least34 slavingvoyagesandowner
shipof 20 slaveshipsovertheperiod,includingTitt

Bitt, Cassada Garden, Venus,Marygold, Greyhound,

Hare, RoyalCharlotte,Reynard,Little Sally, Whydah,

Othello, Adventure,Eagle, Polly, Active,Don Galvez,
Washington,Pacific,AscensionandMary. Thesevoy
agestransportedover3000 slavesto variousNorth
American ports. Coughtry Samuel Vernon,
William’s son,occupiedthehouseduring this time
andafterhis father’sdeath.In 1774,SamuelVernon
ownedfive slaves. After William’s deathin 1806,
SamuelVernon was known as one of the richest
men in town. It is supposedthat many of the
Vernonslaveslived in the garretof the houseand
wereemployed in the Vernon-ownedmercantile
businessesor in marine-relatedtradesasseamen.
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CrossStreet

6 Cross Street, AP 17,Lot 31:
ThomasWalker/King’s Arms/
Samuel Barker House, c.1713: a 2 story,

center-chimney,hip-roofed, clapboard,Colonial
style houseusedas a coffee-house/ tavernbefore

theRevolution. The building hasbeenassociated

with tannery operationsin the early eighteenth

century.The building was owned by successful

blackbusinessmanArmsteadHurley at theturn of
thetwentiethcentury.Hurley ownedandoperated
a painting and wallpapering firm nearby 1,3,5
BridgeStreetandwasapartnerin theRhodeIsland

LoanandInvestmentCompany,abanklocatedon

WashingtonSquare.

Lucasandenlargedsignificantlyby Lucas’ grand
sonAugustusJohnston.As earlyas1711,newspa
peradvertisementsrelate the sale of slaves,both

Indian and Negro, from the Colony Housewith

pre-auctionviewingatthehomeof AugustusLucas.
In 1774 Augustus Johnstonowned six slaves.
Johnstonwasa lawyerwho wasappointedStamp
Masterfor Newportin 1765.Along with thehomes

of Martin Howard,Jr andDr. Moffat, Johnston’s

housewasattackedduring theStampAct Riots of

1765; he soonresignedhis post and moved to
Charleston,SouthCarolina.Thehousewassoldto
MatthewRobinson,Johnston’sstepfather,in 1766.
In thelate 19thandearly20thcenturies,thehouse

was owned by African-American businessman
ArmsteadHurley andwasusedasan investment
rentalproperty. Hurley owned at least oneother
suchpropertyin theimmediatearea.

* 46 Division Street, AP 24,Lot 129:
Hopkins House,c.1750:a 2-story,gambrel-

roofedhousewithendgabletothestreet, soldto the
First CongregationalChurch by CaptainGeorge
Buckmasterfor use as a parsonagein 1786. The
ReverendSamuelHopkinsoccupiedthehouseafter
thistime. HopkinswasanearlyNewportabolition
ist first speakingoutfrom hispulpit againstslavery
beforethe Revolution.Hewasaninfluentialfriend
andmentorof SarahOsborn,anearlywhite school
teacherof blackstudents.He wasalso a friend of
AfricanNewportGardner.HopkinsandtheRever

endEzraStiles collaboratedon plansto sendedu
cated former slaves Bristol Yamma and John
Quaminoto Africa asmissionariesjust prior to the
Revolution. Both pastorssupportedefforts by the

African population to obtain educationanda de

gree of independence,including religious accul
turation.

* Division Street

* 20 Division Street, AP 24,Lot 82:
Daniel Carr House, c.1712,1725: a 2-story,

gable-roofed,Georgianstylehousepresumedtobe

the oldestextant house in Division Street. This
housewasoccupiedby theReverendDr. EzraStiles
priortoliving in theSecondCongregationalChurch

parsonagein ClarkeStreet before1765.

* 40 Division Street,AP 24, Lot 108:
Lucas-JohnstonHouse,c.1720,1745/ 50:an

imposing 2-1/ 2 story, gable-on-hip-roofed,clap

board, Georgian style house built for Augustus

* 42 Division Street, AP 24,Lot 126:
Capt. George Buckmaster House, aka

Ailman House,priorto1748: a 2-story, gable-roofed,
clapboard and shingle, Georgian style house

BuckmasterpurchasedfromslaveshipcaptainJohn

Jepsonin 1748. Jepsonundertookslavingvoyages

in 1735,1736,1738,1743,1745,1749,1750,and1752.
In 1745,Jepsonwasin commandof theslaveship
Bonettaownedby JohnThurston.

Buckmasteracquiredwealthandposition

as a merchantship captainandpropertyowner!

investor. Hewasinfluential in theFirst Congrega
tional Church and sold the house and lot to the

southforuseasachurchparsonagein 1786. Hehad

threemarriages,the first of which wasto Abiah
Franklin in 1743.CaptainBuckmasterownedthree

slavesin 1774.

* 47 Division Street, AP 24, Lot 130:
Bours House,prior to 1765: a 2-story,gable-

roofed house,endgableto street. The housewas
rentedoutafter 1767 by the owners,thewidow of

PeterBoursandhersecondhusband,theReverend

SamuelFayerweatherof Narragansett.It ispossible

that an early school to instruct Negro childrenin
readingand sewingwere conductedhere with a
Mrs. Brett as theinstructress.Recordsof theAfri
canUnion Societyindicateaworshipservicemeet
ing held in thehouseof PeterBoursherein 1781.

NewportGardneris said to havegivenmusicles
sonsin this houseas well possibly in the garret.

Thesevarioussourcesindicatethehousemayhave

beenrentedby individualsinterestedin the African
cultural causein the yearsprior to the Revolution
andafter.
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* 49 Division Street,AP 24,Lot 144:
Union CongregationalChurch,1871:a 2-

story, cross-gable-roofed,board andbatten, Car
penterGothic churchbuilt for theUnion Congrega
tional Church on the site of an earliereighteenth

centuryBaptistmeetinghouseFourthBaptistMeet
ing Housec1783. This earlier building was pur
chasedby theUnion ColoredChurchin 1835for use
afterthecongregationoutgrewthefirstchurchbuild
ing constructedat thesouthwestcornerof Division

andChurchStreetsc.1825no longerextant. The
"Old SaltBox" astheFourthBaptistMeetingHouse
wasknownwasenlargedin 1845by raisingup the
building andinsertingabasement.In 1871,theOld
SaltBox wasdemolishedandthepresentstructure
erected.SeveralpewsfromtheFourthBaptistMeet
ing Houseusedby theAfrican-Americancongrega
tionare saidto survive in thebuilding. TheUnion
CongregationalChurchwasfoundedby members
of the African Union Society, the oldestAfrican-
Americanculturalorganizationinthenationformed
in 1780. Three additional African-American
churchesformedfrom the Union Congregational
Churchin the nineteenthcenturyweretheAfrican
MethodistEpiscopalChurch1845,theShilohBap
tist Church 1864, and the Mount Olivet Baptist
Church1897.

* 77 Division Street,AP 24,Lot 193:
Norton Wilbor House,prior to 1811: a 2-

story,gable-roofed,clapboardandshingle,Federal
stylehouseonceownedby African-Americanbusi
nessmanJohnMowatt prior to 1850.

* 83 Division Street,AP 24,Lot 219:
JohnMowatt House,prior to 1818 possi

bly asearlyas1809: a 2-story,gable-roofed,clap
boardandshingle,Federalhousewith a largecen

tral brick chimney owned by African-American

businessmanJohnMowatt in 1818. Mowatt wasa
grocerby tradeanda trusteeof theUnion Colored
Church who participated in the purchaseof the
FourthBaptistMeetingHousesiteto thenorth. He
alsoownedthe propertyimmediatelyto the north
77 Division Street,NortonWilbor Housein 1850.
He diedin 1859at hishouseon Division Street.

7-9 ElizabethStreet/3CentreStreet,
AP 25,Lot 28: Nellie Brown’s RestHome,

c.1850/1890:a complex 2 and 2-1/2-story,hip
roofed,aluminumclapboard,Early-LateVictorian
stylebuilding with an early Colonial wing. The
building wasaboardinghouseorapartmentsmost
likely occupiedby African-Americansworking at
the nearbyhotelsin the mid-late nineteenthcen
turyundertheproprietorshipof NathanBarker. In
thetwentiethcenturyit becamea part of African-
AmericanNellieBrown’s resthomecomplexwhich

included similar boarding housebuildings on
Brinley Street,nearbyon adjoiningproperty.The
building hasbeenseverelydamagedby fire.

Farewell Street

16 FarewellStreet,AP 17,Lot 154:
WhitehorseTavern,prior to1693:a2-story,

gambrel-roofed,clapboardandshingle,Georgian
andPostmedievalstyletavernoriginally built as a
housein thelate 17thcentury,perhapsby Francis
Brinley. During theeighteenthcenturythis land
mark building was convertedto a tavernby the
Nichols family. Prior to theRevolution,Benjamin
Nichols was the proprietor. In 1774, Nichols is
listedasholdingfourslaves- someof whomwere
employedin the tavernas domestics.

During themid-to-lateeighteenthcentury
the WhitehorseTavernwasthe centerof local af
fairs with many political meetingstaking place
underits roof. TheNewportMercuryof the period
carriedfrequentreferencesto the inn as a placeof
meeting under the proprietorship of Jonathan
Nichols and laterBenjaminNichols.

56 FarewellStreet,AP: 12, Lot 140:
Almy-TaggertHouse,c.1710,1735:a2story,

gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle house
set end to the street. The housewasowned by
Walter Challoner in the mid-late eighteenthcen
tury. In 1774,WalterChallonerheld six slaves.He
islisted asa sheriff in the1774censusandis known
to haveinvestedbriefly in the slave tradein the
mid-eighteenthcentury.It is possiblethatAfrican
AmericansHannahandSusanChalôner,living in

83 Division Street



64

Levin Streetin the1840s,weredescendantsof
WalterChalloner’sslaves.

57-59 FarewellStreet,AP 18, Lot 161:
William and Joseph Cozzens House,

c.1760:a2-story,gambrel-roofed,beadedclapboard,
Georgianstyle,doublehousebuilt forbrothersWil
liam and Joseph Cozzens,both of whom were
hatmakers,before1770. In 1774,William Cozzens
heldfour slaves.JosephCozzensis not listedin the
census. It is possiblethatsomeof Cozzens’slaves
wereemployedin thehat-makingbusiness.

Farewell Street, AP 13, Lot 53:
God’s Acre, the northern portion of the
Common Burying Ground, 17th, eigh

teenth century - site of slave and African-Ameri
can burials during the period, many with slate

headstones,somecarvedby theJohnStevensshop,

severalidentified as the work of PompeStevens.
AmongtheAfricanAmericansburiedhereareDuch
essQuamino,NewportGardner’swife andtwo of

hischildren,andArthurFlagg/Tickeyandhisfam

ily. God’s Acre is the last remainingsizableeigh

teenthcenturyburyingplaceof African-Americans
in the nationthat retainsits integrity.

Fillmore Court

7-9 Fillmore Court, AP 25,Lot 31:
Glover’s BoardingHouse,c.1850:a2-story,

pitched-roof, endgablestructure with twin 3-story,
flat-roofed,toweradditionsonthestreetfront.These

towers are executedin the Italianate style with

heavycornicebrackets.Thebuildingwasusedasa

boarding house or apartmentsduring the nine
teenthcenturyandcontinuesin this usetoday. In
1870it wasmanagedby proprietorPhilip Rider. In
theearlytwentiethcenturythebuilding wasowned
byAfrican-AmericanbusinessmanThomasGlover,
who ownedrentalpropertythroughoutNewport.
The building wasoccupiedby African Americans
who wereemployedat the nearbyresorthotels.

16 Fillmore Court, AP 25,Lot 14:
Jenkins Garage,c.1870: a 2-1/2-story,end

gable, brick and clapboard,Late Victorian style
commercial/ residentialbuilding which wasused
as the site of African-AmericansJamesandEllen
Jenkins’oil andtransportationbusinessin theearly
andmid-twentiethcentury.

20 Fillmore Court, AP 25, Lot 14:
Jenkins Garage,c.1875: a 2-1/2-story,end

gable,LateVictorianstyleresidentialbuildingorigi
nally built asa stableby HenryB. Hazzardandlater

occupied by African-American Jamesand Ellen
Jenkinsasthesiteof anearly-mid-twentiethcentury
transportationbusinessin associationwith 16
Fillmore Court.

26 Fillmore Court, AP 25, Lot 127:
Nellie Brown House,early to mid-nine

teenthcentury:a 2 story,gable-roofed,clapboard,
Federalstylehousewhich wastheresidencein the
mid twentiethcenturyof African-AmericanNellie
Brown, the owner of Nellie Brown’s Rest Home
nearbyElizabeth,Brinley Streetarea.

* Franklin Street

* 20,22Franklin Street,AP 27, Lot 50:
JohnGidleyakaHolly TreeCoffeeHouse,

c.1740:a 2-1/2 story, gambrel-roofed,clapboard,
Georgianstylehousewhich hasa commercialfirst
floor. Thehousemayhavebeenbuilt for Benjamin
Hicks,who is listedin themid-eighteenthcentury
as a ship captainundertakingslavingvoyagesin
1761, 1763, 1771 and 1772. It wasowned prior to
1744 by JohnGidley, anearlyrum distillery owner
c.1732.After Gidley’sdeathin1744,thehousewas
occupiedby CaptainJohnJepsonuntil theRevolu
tion. Jepsonundertookslaving voyagesin 1735,
1736,1738,1743,1745,1749,1750,and1752. In 1745,
Jepsonwasin commandof the slaveship Bonetta

owned by JohnThurston. In the early twentieth
century,thecommercialfirst floor wasoccupiedby
the Holly TreeCoffeeHouseoperatedby African-
AmericanbusinessmanDaniel Arthur Smith, who
movedto Newportfrom Washington,D.C.afterthe
Civil War. The Holly TreeCoffeeHousewasoneof
manyAfrican-Americanculturalinstitutionswithin
Newportduring the period. Smith lateropeneda

restaurantin hishomeon MaryStreet seeChristo
pherFowler House,29 Mary Street

20/22 Franklin Street.Photographby RichardYoungken
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FriendshipStreet

63 Friendship Street, AP 11, Lot 64:
Lindsay Walker House, c. 1890, a 2-story,

gable roofed, vinyl clapboard, late nineteenth
centuryvenacularVictorian housewith a 3 story
addition.The houseandadjoiningpropertyto the
cornerof KayStreethasbeenoccupiedby theWalker
family for three generations.Lindsay Walker
purchasedthehouseandpropertyfrom theChase
family in 1891.

65 Friendship Street, AP 11, Lot 423:
Walker House, c. 1925, a 2-story, gable-

roofed, vinyl clapboard,early twentieth century
multiple dwelling built by the Walker family and
enlargedover timeas a rentalproperty.

Guinn Court

7 Guinn Court, AP 25,Lot 9:
Richard B.King House, mid-nineteenth

century: a 1-1/2-story, gable-roofed,composition
shingle,workman’scottagewhich may havebeen
occupiedby RichardB. King, a successfulAfrican-
Americanbusinessmanin theearly twentiethcen
tury. King operateda coffeeshopon William Street
during the period.

HeathStreet

1 Heath Street, AP 18, Lot 72, 73:
Easton-ShayHouse,c.1870,1876:a2-story,

gable-roofed,asbestosshingleandbrick, nineteenth
centuryvernacularstylehousewhichwasoccupied

byAfrican-AmericanJohnP. EastonandMary Shea
in themid 1870s. HeathStreetin the late 19thand

20thcenturieswasablackresidentialenclave.John
P. Eastonis listed in thecity directoriesas acoach
man.

4 Heath Street, AP 18, Lot 67:
Barney House, c.1845: a 2-story, gable-

roofed,shingle,nineteenthcenturyVernacularstyle
houseoccupiedby theBenjaminBarney,anAfrican
American. HeathStreet in the late 19th and20th
centurieswasablackresidentialenclave.His widow,
Marcy Ann Barney,is listed in the 1867city direc
tory.

5 Heath Street, AP 18,Lot 71:
John T.Bush House, 1859/1870:a single

story,shingle,gambrel-roofedhousewithendgable
facingthestreet.Thehousewasownedby African-
American businessmanArmsteadHurley in the
early twentiethcentury1907 atlas map andwas
presumablya rental investmentproperty.

* John Street

* 47 JohnStreet,AP 28, Lot 68:
Constant Tabor House, c.1750,1803:a 2-

story,clapboardandshingle,gambrel-roofed,Geor
gian stylehousewith a largecentralchimney and
pedimenteddoorway. The house was possibly
movedfrom anotherlocationto thissite in 1803 for
ConstantTaborwho bequeathedit to theSix Prin
ciplesBaptistChurch.Thechurchsoldthehouseto
the ReverendMahlon van Horne in 1894. Van
Horne,aprominentAfrican American,hadbecome
the pastorof the Union CongregationalChurchin

1869. Heretiredfrom thispositionin 1896whenhe
was appointedUS Counselto St. Thomas,West
Indiesby PresidentWilliam McKinley. VanHome
wasthe first blackto serveon the NewportSchool
Committee.Heheldtermsbetween1873 and1892.
He was also the first black to serve in the Rhode
Islandlegislature.HewaselectedaRepresentative
to the GeneralAssembly representingNewport
three times in 1885, 1886, and 1887. He died in
Antiguain 1910.Later,thehouseonJohnStreetwas
occupiedby hissonAlonzo vanHome,a dentist.

* 80 JohnStreet,AP 28, Lot 43:
IsaacPeckhamHouse,c.1810: a 2-story,

gable-roofed,clapboard,Federalstylehousewhich
belongedto GeorgeE. Vernon,a white business
manin thelatenineteenthandearly twentiethcen
turies. Vernonowned andoperateda largefurni
ture-makingoperationin the vicinity betweenJohn

47 JohnStreet.Photographby RichardYoungken.



66

StreetandLevin Streetwhichemployedlargenum
bersof African Americansfrom the surrounding
neighborhood.This houseandothersnearbyare
remnantsof Vernon’spropertyin the area,mostof
whichwastakenfor the developmentof Memorial
Boulevard.

* 84 JohnStreet,AP 28, Lot 44,45:
WeedenHouse, 1825,1850:a 2-story,hip-

roofed,clapboard,GreekRevivalstyledoublehouse
which wasownedby Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland,a
well-respectedlate 19thand early twentiethcen
tury African-Americanphysicianwho specialized
in early X-Ray technology and application.
Wheatlandowned the housein 1907. He died in
1934.Hemaintainedhispracticefrom thehousefor
40 years.

87 JohnStreet,AP 28, Lot 61:
Austin House,1825,1850:a 2 story, gable-

roofed,GreekRevivalstylehousewith anendgable
facingthestreet,ownedby furnituremanufacturer
GeorgeE. Vernon. Thisbuildingis aremnantof the
property Vernon owned in the vicinity between
JohnandLevin Street,mostof which wastakenfor
thedevelopmentof Memorial Boulevard.

* 95 John Street, AP 28,Lot 59:
George E. Vernon House, 1825,1850:a 2

story,gable-roofed,clapboard,GreekRevival style
housebuilt for GeorgeE. Vernon,awhite business
manandfurnituremanufacturerwho ownedcon
siderableproperty in the vicinity betweenJohn
Streetand Levin Street. The furniture factory lo
catednearbyemployedAfrican Americansin the
19thandearly20thcenturies.

JohnsonCourt

3 JohnsonCourt, AP 18, Lot 47:
Old African Methodist EpiscopalChurch,

c.1857,1883:a 1-1 /2-story,gable-roofed,clapboard
and plain, Early-Victorianstyle church building,
endgablefacingthe street. TheAfrican Methodist
EpiscopalChurchwasformedfromwithin theUnion
CongregationalChurchcommunityin 1845. Early
religiousmeetingswereheld on SpringStreetin a
formercarpentryshopjust to theWestof theUnion
CongregationalChurchbuilding Old Salt Box at
122-126SpringStreet.In thelatenineteenthcentury
the churchmoved to a site at the headof Touro
Street,Eastof Bellevue Avenuethebuilding is no
longer extant. Location of an African-American
churchinJohnsonCourtin the mid-nineteenthcen
tury is representativeof the black enclavein the
area,includingKingstonAvenueandHeathStreet.
By 1890 the churchthenknownas theMountZion

A.M.E. Church,drew 350 worshippersa week,
outgrowingtheJohnsonCourtbuilding andforcing
the moveto Touro Street.

8 JohnsonCourt, AP 18, lot 22:
Slaughterhouse,c.1850: a single story,

gable-roofed,shingle,nineteenthcenturyvernacu
lar stylehouseformerly usedasa slaughterhouse;
ownedat one time by PeterWheelbanks,an Afri
can-Americancookwho lived in 1867on Kingston
AvenuenearWarnerStreet.Thebuildingwasmoved
to its presentlocation in 1851.

10 JohnsonCourt, AP 18, Lot 21:
John H.Vemon House, c.1858: a single

story, gable-roofed,clapboard,nineteenthcentury
vernacularstyle house. John H. Fisher was an
African Americanwhosewidow,Elizabeth,lived in
thehousein themid-latenineteenthandearlytwen
tieth centuries.

84 John Street.Photographby RichardYoungken 3 JohnsonCourt. Photographby RichardYoungken
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14 JohnsonCourt, AP 13,Lot 71:
Riggsand BoothTenement,1893,1907:a 3-

story,shingleandclapboard,flat-roofed,LateVic

torian style tenement/apartmentbuilding which

providedhousingfor African Americansliving in
the neighborhoodduring the late nineteenthand
twentiethcenturies.Thiswasthebirthplaceof Paul

Gaines,NewportandRhodeIsland’sfirst African-

Americanmayor . The original ownerof thebuild

ing appearstohavebeenJamesIrish,awhite owner

of rentalpropertyand"cold water" flats.

Kay Street

98 Kay Street, AP 11,Lot 240:
Louis Walker House,c 1921:A 21 /2-story,

gable-roofed,shingleandclapboard,American4-

squarestyle housebuilt by Louis Walker as a 3-
family dwelling. Adjacentto the houseis a rusti
catedconcreteblock garagealso built by Walker.
Both buildings were designedandbuilt by Louis

WalkeronpropertypurchasedfromhisfatherLind

sayWalker,completingacompoundoffamily homes
andrentalpropertywithin theblock.

KingstonAvenue

18 Kingston Avenue,AP 18,Lot 107:
G. Lawton Houseaka PearlDouglasBeauty

Shop,c.1780,1830:a 2-story,gable-roofed,shingle,
Federalstylehousewith a commercialfirst floor.
African-American Pearl Douglas establishedher
beautyshop in the building in the early to mid-
twentiethcenturyhere as one of severalKingston

Avenue businesseswhich serviced the African
AmericanandethnicKerry Hill Neighborhood.

20 KingstonAvenue,AP 18, Lot 91:

SimmonsHouse,c.1850:A mid-nineteenth

centuryhouseoccupiedby African-AmericansEd
wardSimmons,ahousepainter,hiswife Elizabeth
Simmonsandtwo relatedboarders,HenrySimmons,

ahackdriver, andJohnSimmons,apainter. These

individuals arerecordedin the 1867city directory.

29 KingstonAvenue,AP 14,Lot 49:
NancyEldridgeHouse,c.1859,1870:a 1-1 /

2-story, gableand flat-roofed, nineteenthcentury
vernacularstylehouseoccupiedby African-Ameri
can Miss Nancy Eldridge in 1867 and1876 atlas
mapandcity directory.Thehousewaslaterowned
by William Bradford,a well-known localAfrican-

Americanwho lived in thehouseafter 1929.

30 Kingston Avenue,AP 18,Lot 89:
C. Smith House,c.1859, 1870: a 2-story,

gable-roofed, shingleand clapboard,nineteenth

centuryvernacularhouse,occupiedin the mid-to-

late nineteenthcenturyby a ConstantSmith, a la

borer and latera clerk. The Ray family a locally
prominentAfrican-Americanfamily occupiedthe

housein the 1920s. JosephT. Ray is listed as a

watchmanin the 1907 city directory. He was a

veteranof theCivil War servingtheUnion Army in

the 118thInfantry. He wasalso a memberof the

BoardofStewardsof theMountZionA.M.E. Church
for over40 years.He diedin 1943. In 1920,theRay
family living at 30 Kingston Avenue included
AlbertaRay,BerthaM. Ray,acook;FederickG.Ray,

a porter;JosephT. Ray, a porter;Maria F. Ray, a

domestic; and Rita E. Ray, a domestic. Other
membersof the extendedfamily included James
and BernardRay who were Newport policemen
beforetheFirstWorldWar,living on WilliamStreet.

38 KingstonAvenue,AP 18, Lot 69:
Macomber,Elijah House, c.1859,1870: a

single story, gable-roofed,shingleandclapboard,
nineteenth-centuryvernacularstylehousetypical

of the neighborhood.

39 KingstonAvenue,AP 14,Lot 47:
EugeneO’Connell House,c.1870,1876:a

2-story, gable-roofed,clapboard,nineteenthcen
tury vernacularstylehouse,typicalof theneighbor

hood.

General view, Pearl Street,offKingstonAvenue.
Photographby RichardYoungken
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42 Kingston Avenue,AP 18, Lot 68-1/2:
Bobby Robinson’s Store,c.1845:a2 story,

gable-roofed,aluminumclapboardandbrick-sided,
nineteenthcenturyvernacularstyle commercial/
residentialbuilding on thecornerof KingstonAv
enueandHeathStreet.Thebuildingwasownedby
a BenjaminBryer of New York City in 1876. The
building appearsto havebeendesignedforamixed
usewith a commercialstore on the groundlevel.
Robinson’sneighborhoodvarietystorewaspopu
lar in theearlyto-mid-twentiethcenturywithin the
African-American community as a black-owned
business.

55,57KingstonAvenue,AP 14, Lot 12:
Henry JohnsonHouse, c.1845:a 2-story,

gable-roofed,shingle,nineteenthcenturyvernacu
lar stylehouse,built prior to 1850 andoccupiedby
the African-AmericanJohnsonfamily in the mid-
to-late nineteenthand early twentieth centuries.
HenryJohnson,ablackfarmer,lived in thehousein
1867.CatherineJohnson,widow of HenryJohnson
wasliving in the housein 1876. In 1883,SamuelC.
Johnson,a laborer,wasliving at 57 KingstonAv
enue,aWilliam R.Johnsonwasliving at55 Kingston
Avenue. In 1921 Amelia A. Johnson,widow of
William R. Johnsonwasliving at 55 KingstonAv
enue.

* Mary Street

* 29 Mary Street, AP 24,Lot 113:
Christopher Fowler House, c.1801:a 2-1/

2-story,gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle

housewith fanlight doorandfine earlynineteenth
centurymantels,built for Christopher Fowler.

Fowlerenteredabusinesspartnershipwith Audley
Clarke in the early nineteenthcentury, distilling
rum and trading in slavesfrom Howard Wharf.
Between1804 and 1807, the partnershipfinanced
slavingvoyagesaccountingfor thetransportof 767
slaves.Thehousewaslateroccupiedby Daniel A.
Smith, an African-Americanwho moved to New
port after the Civil War from Washington,DC.
Smithwasliving in thehousein 1893.Smithoper
atedtheHolly TreeCoffeeHouseonFranklinStreet,
thena restaurantin the BatemanBuilding andlater
dining roomsat hishousein Mary Street. His son,
Daniel A. Smith,Jr., wasborn in Newportin 1881,
trainedas aphysicianandestablishedapracticein
Wilmington, Del. beforemovingbackto Newport
in 1931. Daniel A. Smith, Jr. occupiedthe house
until his deathin 1971.

* Mill Street

* 49 Mill Street, AP 24,Lot 226:
AlexanderJackJr. House,after 1811: a 2-1/

2-story,gable-roofed,clapboard,Federalstylehouse,
movedfrom59LevinStreet.Thehouseisattributed
in ownershipto AlexanderJack,Jr.,a cordwainer,
presumablyrelatedto afamily of freeAfricanswho
arerecordedasliving inNewportin the mid-1770s.

62 Mill Street, AP 24, Lot 224:
JoshuaSayer Houseand Bakery, 1807: a 2-

1/2-story,gable-roofed,clapboard,Federalstyle
housewith endgable to street,ownedby Joshua
Sayer,abaker, in 1810.Thehousewasthehomeof
African-AmericanMrs. Edward 0. Nelson in the
early twentieth century.

* 75 Mill Street, AP 24, Lot 264:
John D. JohnstonMill, aka J.T. O’Connell

Mill, c.1900:a 3 story, brick, LateVictorian indus
trial building which housedamiliworks shopand
small lumbermill operationfor the J.T. O’Connell
Company.Themill wasasourceof employmentfor
African-Americansin the early to-mid-twentieth
century

* 83 Mill Street, AP 24, Lot 265:
FirstCongregationalChurch,c.1729,mid-

nineteenthcentury:a 2-story,gable-roofed,Greek
Revival stylestructuredesignedandbuilt initially
by Cotton Palmer which, in the late eighteenth
century,wastheplatformfor theReverendSamuel
Hopkins’ earlyabolitionistsermons.Thisis appar
entlythechurchwhereNewportGardnerandother
Africans weregivenreligiousservices.

* 118 Mill Street, AP 25, Lot 84:
Lawton, Robert House, c.1809: a 3-story,

hip-roofed, brick, Federalstyle house. Robert
Lawton wasa successfulNewportseacaptainand
merchantwho wasinvolved in the slavetradeafter
theRevolution. He died off the coastof Africa in
1818.

* 142 Mill Street,AP 25, Lot 87:
Gov. John Tillinghast House, c.1758:a 2-

1/2-storygableonhip-roofed,clapboard,Georgian
stylemansionlocatedacrossfrom TouroPark. The
housewaspurchasedby GeorgeGibbsin 1803 and
remainedin the Gibbsfamily until 1874. George
GibbsemployedAfrican-AmericanIsaacRiceas a
gardenerfor this propertyandtheassociatedland
which laterbecameTouro ParkacrossMill Street.
Riceis reputedto haveplantedseveralof thespeci
men treesin the park.
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Memorial Boulevard West!
Levin Street

20 Memorial BoulevardWest,
AP 28,Lot 83: NoahBarker House, c.1790.

This housewas ownedin the late nineteenthcen
tury by SilasDickerson,a local African-American

entrepreneurwho ownedandoperatedaneighbor
hoodgrocerystorenearbyonWilliam Streetaswell
asseveralrentalproperties.

28 Memorial BoulevardWest,
AP 28, Lot 140: Silas Dickerson House,

c.1850:a singlestory, clapboardandshingle,nine
teenthcenturyvernacularstylecottageownedby
African-AmericanbusinessmanSilasDickerson in
the 1870sand later. Silas Dickersonowned and
operateda successfulneighborhoodgrocery store
nearbyto the south on William Streetwithin the
William! Thomas/ Levin Streetneighborhooddur
ing the mid-to-late nineteenthcentury. He was
Chairmanof theBoardof theUnionCongregational
Churchduringtheconstructionof thepresentchurch
structureon Division Streetduring theearly1870s.
His wife, Mary, operateda dressmakingshopon
BellevueAvenue. Mary H. Dickersonwasinfluen
tial in the establishmentof the Women’sNewport
League,a black women’sorganization,as well as
theRhodeIslandStateFederationof Women’sClubs
in 1903.

32,34Memorial Boulevard West,
AP 28, Lot 80: Pompey Brinley House,

aka P. White House,prior to 1813:an altered,2-
story, hip-roofed, clapboardand shingle, Federal

stylehousewith later commercialadditions.The

propertywasownedby PompeyBrinley’s heirsin
themid-latenineteenthcenturyandis presumedto
bethe sitewhereEstherBrinley, PompeyBrinley’s
widow, hostedan organizationalmeetingfor the

founding of the Shiloh Baptist Church in 1864.

PompeyBrinley diedin 1813.Thehousewasdemol
ishedin 1997.

* Osborne Court! Church Ct.

* Unit 3 Osborne Court, AP 25, Lot 56:

SarahOsbomHouse,prior to 1770:a1-1 /
2-story,gambrel-roofed,centerchimney,Georgian
stylehouseoriginally setin asmallcourtyard.This
house was occupied prior to and during the
Revolutionby SarahOsborn,awhite religiousleader
and school teacher,who held mixed classesfor
white andAfrican childrenand wasa friend and
colleagueof theReverendSamuelHopkins.During
thereligiousrevivalof themid 1760s,Osbornhosted
religious meetingsfor theAfrican communityand
is reportedto havehadover500Africans attending
at onetime.AntoinetteDowningreports,however,

that this housewasmovedfrom anotherlocation.

Pearl Street! Spruce Court

14 Pearl Street, AP 14, Lot 209:
Nancy Eldridge House, prior to 1850: a

single story, mansard-roofed,clapboard,Second
Empirestylecottage,whichwasownedbyAfrican-
AmericaNancy Eldridge in 1876. In the 1880sand
90s, thehousemay havebeenoccupiedby African-
American Charles Fayerweather,a blacksmith
whosebusinesswaslocatedin KingstonAvenue.

26 Pearl Street, AP 14, Lot 52:
NelsonTaylor House,prior to 1850:a2-1 /

2-story,gable-roofed,shingle,Early Victorianstyle

house,which wasoccupiedby African-American
NelsonTaylor, awhitewasherpainter,inthe 1860s
and1870s.

* Peiham Street

* 28 Pelham Street, AP 24, Lot 257:
Anthony Stewart Livery Stable,
aka Charles Handy
SpermacetiCandleworks,mid-eighteenth

century,c.1880:a 2-story,gambrel-roofed,barn-like
building constructedin twoparts. Therearportion

of thestructureis a smaller,gable-roofed,shingle
building on a stonerubblefoundation which ap
pearsto bean earlierbuilding pre-datingthefront
portionbuilt c1880. Thisearlyportionof thebuild
ing maybeCharlesHandy’sspermaceticandleworks

or factory. In 1774Handyheld four slaves,someof
whom may havebeenemployedin the business.
According to Downing, deedsshow that Charles
Handy owned the factory before 1781, together
with his housejust to theeast.

28 PelhamStreet.Photographby RichardYoungken.
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* 32,34PelhamStreet,AP 24, Lot 258:
Langley-King House,c.1711: a 2-1/2-story,

gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle house
presumablybuilt for NathanielLangleyin the early
eighteenthcentury.It wasownedbyCharlesHandy
before 1781; he owned four slavesin 1771 and
operateda spermaceticandle factory just to the
west. It is possiblesomeof the slaveswere em
ployed in the factory as laborers. Handy is pre
sumedto be responsiblefor much of theGeorgian
embellishmentof thehouse.

* 38 PelhamStreet,AP 24, Lot 259:
John Gidley House aka The Pelham,

c.1744 : an imposing, 3-story, gable-roofed,clap
board,Georgianstylehousebuilt for JohnGidley
and occupied before the Revolution by James
Honeyman,a lawyerandanownerof six slavesin
1774. JohnHoneymaninheritedthehousein 1778.
The African slave QuarcoHoneymanmay have
beenownedby JamesHoneyman.

* 56 PelhamStreet,AP 24, Lot 263:
John Banister Townhouse,1751-54:a2-1/

2-story,gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle
housebuilt formerchant/smugglerandslaverJohn
Banisterand occupiedduring the Revolutionby
British GeneralPrescott. Local tradition statesit
washerethatAfrican QuarcoHoneymanakaJack
Sissonwasemployed as a servantand rebel in
former during the Revolution.His informationon
Prescott’smovementslaterassistedin theGeneral’s
ignominiouscapturein Portsmouth.

PondAvenue

George Triplett House, c. 1870: a 2-story,
mansard-roofed,shingleandclapboard,Italianate
stylehousewith a 2-1/2story tower. Theproperty
wasoccupiedby theTriplett family in thetwentieth
century.A son,ErnestTriplett developeda well-
knowncateringservicein Newport.

* PopeStreet

* 21 Pope Street, AP 32, Lot 117:
SalmarNubia House,c.1800:a 1-1/2story,

gable-roofed,vinyl clapboard,Federalstylehouse
on a raisedgranitefoundation. The propertywas
ownedin the lateeighteenthandearlynineteenth-
centuryby African SalmarNubiaakaJackMason,
a friend of NewportGardneranda memberof the
African Union Society.In 1789, Nubia wasa first
representativeand secretaryof the society, re
cordedto beliving on PopeStreetasearlyas 1790.
Helived thereuntil 1825whenhesoldhisproperty
to BenjaminTaylorandjoinedNewportGardnerto
return to Africa. In the December2, 1825 deed,
NewportGardneris listedas theeasternabuttor.

* 25 PopeStreet,AP 32, Lot 116:
NewportGardnerHouse,c.1810,c.1850:a

2-story, cross-gable-roofed,aluminum clapboard
andbrownstone, Gothic style housebelieved to
havebeenowned andoccupiedby African New
port Gardnerprior to 1825. Thebuildingappearsto
havebeen extensivelyrebuilt in the mid to-late-
nineteenthcentury. The raisedfoundation walls
and heavytimber constructionof the first floor
supportsappearto be from anearlierperiod.

* 29 PopeStreet,AP 32, Lot 115:
Bacchusand Paul Overing House, c.1810:

a 2-story, gable-roofed,clapboard,Federalstyle
housewith a central chimney ownedby African-
American BacchusOveringin theearlynineteenth
century. Probaterecords indicate that Bacchus
Overingdiedin 1819andwasa "freeblackmanand
a distiller." PaulOveringinheritedthehouseat this
time andis listed asa cook living on PopeStreetin
the 1858 city directory. He wasa memberof the
African Union Society until he was dismissedin
1810 for not paying his dues.

38 Pope Street, AP 32, Lot 88:
Elliot-Armstrong House, c.1810:a large,

expanded,2-story,gable-roofed,Federalstylehouse
with mid to-latenineteenthcenturyadditionsanda
recesseddoorway. The propertywas owned by
African-AmericanLincoln Elliot in the1790s.Peter
Armstrong is listed as living in PopeStreeton the

21 PopeStreet. Photographby RichardYoungken.

14 Pond Avenue,AP 14, Lot 71:
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north side in the 1840 censusandmay havebeen
living hereby 1820. Probaterecordsindicatethat
Armstrongwas a marinerand insolventwhenhe
diedin1851. PeterArmstrongwasamemberof the
African Union Society in 1789.

* ProspectHill Street

128 ProspectHill Street, AP 28,Lot 17:
William Stanley Braithwaite House,

c.1750-60:alarge,2-1/ 2-story,gambrel-roofed,clap
board and shingle, post-MedievalEnglish style
doublehouseoccupiedby African-Americanpoet
and literary critic William Stanley Beaumont
Braithwaitein theearly to mid twentiethcentury.

154 ProspectHill Street,AP 28,Lot 147:
JacksonHouse This housewasoccupied

by Willam H. Jackson,Sr. at thetimeof hisdeathin
1946. Jacksonwasinvolved in the latenineteenth
centuryin localandstatepolitics. Hewasemployed
by the Rhode Island Houseof Representativesas
sergeant-at-armsfor overtwo decades,bothat the
Colony Housein Newportand laterafter1900 at
the StateHousein Providence. He wasan active
memberof thecity’s representativecouncilfromthe
SecondWard andactivein localRepublicanpoliti
calcircles. In 1932,hewasappointedasergeant-at-
armstoserveat theRepublicannationalconvention
in Chicago.

* 155-157-159ProspectHill Street,
AP 28,Lot 29-3/4:BellevueAvenue Hotel,

c.1870,1965:agroupof flat-roofed,clapboardnine
teenth-centuryItalianatestyle, connectedcommer
cial/residentialbuildings. Thesebuildings com
posedtheBellevueAvenueHotelandGardenin the

mid tolatenineteenthcentury. Thecomplexrepre
sentsoneof a few remaininghotelsandboarding
housesof thenineteenthcenturywhich employed
African-Americansas domestics,portersandwait
ers.

* SchoolStreet

15 SchoolStreet, AP 24,Lot 98:
IsaacBabcockHouse,c.1825,1850:a 2 story,

gable-roofed,clapboardandshingle,GreekRevival
stylehousewhich wasownedby IsaacBabcock,a
free African-Americanlisted as a gardeneron the
1858 city directory. Babcockwasinstrumentalin
acquiringthe FourthBaptistMeetingHousein Di
vision Street for useas the Union Congregational
Church with African-AmericansIsaac Rice, John
Mowatt, FrancisChaloner,andBenjaminWeeden,
amongothers.

* 24 SchoolStreet,AP 24, Lot 105:
William Ellery ChanningHouse, c.1750: a

2-1/2-story,mansard-roofed,clapboard,Georgian
stylehousewith Federal,mid-nineteenthcentury
and latetwentiethcenturyadditions. Thehouseis
thebirthplaceof William Ellery Channingb.1780.
It wasalsothehomeof African Charity "Duchess"
Quaminowho wastheslaveof William Channing,
William ElleryChanning’sfather.DuchessQuamino
wasknown regionallyfor herpastry-cooking.After
obtainingher freedom,it is reportedthatsheused
the ovensof the Channinghousefor herculinary
business.DuchessQuaminomarriedAfrican slave
JohnQuaminoin 1769. Although JohnQuamino
wasableto purchasehis freedomwith lottery win
nings by the mid-1770s, he was unable to gain
freedomfor hiswife. He waschosenby theRever

endSamuelHopkins andthe ReverendDr. Ezra

StilesforAfrican missionarywork,educatedbriefly
at Princeton,but unfortunatelydied in a Revolu
tionaryWar skirmishaboardaprivateersoonafter
ward1779. Hewasattemptingat thetimeto earn
funds to freehis wife. DuchessQuaminowaschar
acterizedby William Ellery Channingasanintelli
gent,industrious,affectionateandhonestwoman.
She was a memberof the Palls andBiers of the
African Union Society in 1792. William Ellery
Channingmay have beeninfluencedby the Afri

cans in his early home. He was an anti-slavery
advocateandfoundedtheUnitarianmovementin
Americain 1835.

* 25,29 SchoolStreet, AP 24,Lot 106:
Trinity Church SchoolHouseaka Shiloh

BaptistChurch andParsonage,1799, 1894,1897,
1907:a complex of two connectedbuildings. The
churchis a single story, gable-roofed,clapboard,
Georgianstylebuilding with aspirein theendgable
facingSchoolStreet.Theparsonageisa 2-1 / 2-story,
mansard-roofed,clapboardand shingled,Second
Empirestylehouseattachedto thechurch. Thesite
wasoccupiedasearlyas 1741 by a schoolfor poor
children endowedby a gift to Trinity Churchby
benefactorNathanielKay, a Queen’scustomscol
lectorwho diedin 1734. The original schoolhouse
is said to havebeenburned and/ or demolished
during theRevolution. Whetheror not thisbuild
ing is the structureutilized for the educationof
African childrenprior to the Revolutionis conjec
tural. A school establishedby the Associatesof
DoctorBray,wasrun by MarmadukeBrown, may
havebeenin this building. Likewise a freeschool
for blacksis said to havebeenin existencein the
vicinity underthedirectionof Mrs. Mary Brett, the
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wife of Dr. JohnBrett in 1773.Thepresentstructure
waserectedin 1799. TheAfrican-AmericanShiloh
BaptistChurch occupiedthe building in 1868. A
parish hall was addedon the southelevation in
1884. Theentrancewasremodeledin 1897. Shiloh
BaptistChurchbeganoutof the Union Congrega
tionalChurchin the late1860swith a Baptistorien
tation. Organizationalmeetingswereheld in the
homeof EstherBrinley on Levin Street.TheRever
endHenryJeterwasperhapsoneof ShilohBaptist’s
most well-known pastors in the late nineteenth
century.

SecondStreet

13 SecondStreet, AP 16, Lot 59:
Nathaniel Rodman House, c.1717, 1770,

moved1963:a 1-1/2-story,gambrel-roofed,beaded
clapboard,Georgianstylecottage,whichwasmoved
to thesitefrom WarnerStreetin theearly1960s. The
housewasoccupiedby African-AmericanNathaniel
RodmanwhowasfreedaftertheRevolutionprior
to 1836 . Rodmanhelped organize the African
BenevolentSocietyin theearlynineteenthcentury
to provide educationalfacilities for the African-
Americancommunity.

19 SecondStreet, AP 16, Lot 41:
JohnTownsendHouse,c.1773/77:a2story,

gambrel-roofed,beadedclapboard,Georgianstyle
housebuilt for JohnTownsend,a memberof the
well-known Townsendfurniture-making family
which occupiedpropertyanddwellingswithin the
block formed by Second,Third, Elm and Bridge
Streets. In 1774, John Townsendowned three
slaves.TheextendedTownsendfamily--Job,Chris
topher, EdmundandJohn -- togetherheld seven

slaves. Prior to the construction of this house
Townsendowned70 and72 Bridge Street, alarge

house and workshopwhich he occupiedbefore
1758. Whetheror notslaveswereemployedin the
furniture-makingaspectsof the Townsendenter
prisesis notknownat this time,althoughthat they
may havebeen,usingwoodworkingskills learned
in their West African homelandor in the West
Indies.

81 SecondStreet,AP 12, Lot 17:
JohnandThomasGoddardHouse,prior

to 1758, movedin the late nineteenthcentury:a 2
story,gambrel-roofed,clapboardhousewhichwas
occupied in the eighteenthcenturyby Johnand
Thomas Goddard,makersof fine furniture. The
Goddardsand the Townsendsproducedsomeof
Newport’s finest cabinetry andfurnitureprior to
the Revolution.Whether or not slaves were em
ployed in the furniture-making aspectsof the
Townsend-Goddardenterprisesis not known at

this time, although thereis speculationthat they
may havebeen.In 1774, therewereapparently15
individuals in the JohnGoddardhouseholdin
cluding7 undertheageof 16. Therewereno blacks
listed asliving in thehousehold,however.

SpringStreet

69 Spring Street, AP 24,Lot 26:
William and Abraham Redwood House,

c.1759: a 2-story, gable-roofed, clapboard and

shingle, Georgian and Federalstyle house with
brick endgables.Thehousewasownedby William
Redwood,Jr.prior to1778andlaterwastransferred
to AbrahamRedwood’sdaughter-in-lawandNew
portheirMehitableEllery. TheRedwoodfamily in

Newportheld slavesand,prior to the Revolution,
AbrahamRedwoodheldmoreslavesthananyother
merchantin Newport,largelydueto ownershipof
a sugarplantation,theCassadaGardenplantation
in Antigua. Redwoodfinancedat leastoneslaving
voyagein 1739-40andownedthe slaverMartha and

Jane.In 1766,AbrahamRedwoodowned238 slaves.
At the time of his deathin the late 1780s,he be
queathedsevenslavesto two of his children; the
rest living at CassadaGardenwerebequeathedto
his sonWilliam Redwood,Jr. andJonasLongford
Redwoodandtheir heirs.

William Redwood,Jr.financedseveralslav
ing ventureswith his brotherJonasandWilliam
Vernonbetween1756 and1758 with ownershipof
the slaversTitt Bitt, Cassada Garden, and Venus.

Bothouse,Coughtry, Pierson,Luce

95 Spring Street, AP 24, Lot 84: House,
eighteenthcentury:a 1-1 /2-story,gambrel-roofed,
clapboard,Colonialhousemovedto thesitefrom 57
Levin Street,aareaoccupiedin the lateeighteenth
andearly nineteenth-centuriesby African Ameri

cans.

109,111Spring Street, AP 24, Lot 111:
John Odlin House, after 1705: a 2-1/2-

story,gable-roofed,clapboard,Georgianhousewith
abrick gableendwall built for JohnOdlin after he
purchasedthe land in 1705. The housewasoccu
pied by JonathanOtis, a Newportgoldsmithwho
held threeslavesin 1774.

228 SpringStreet,AP 27,Lot 67:
Bull-MawdsleyHouse,c.1680,1748:anim

posing,2-1/2-storygableonhip-roofed,clapboard,
Georgianstyle house,the original rear portion of
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which is a 2-story, two room post-MedievalEn

glishstylewing occupiedby Jireh Bull in the late
17th century. The house was addedon to for
CaptainJohnMawdsley,whowasbornin England
in 1721,arrivedin Newportabout1740andspecial
izedin privateeringandothermaritime tradepur
suits,includingslaving..

In 1774, CaptainMawdsleyownedtwenty
slaves,presumablyemployedin themarinetrades
orhiredout for otherwork. He ownedat leastone
slavevessel. In 1795 after Mawdsley’sdeath,the
housewas purchasedby slave ship captainand
prosperousmerchantCaleb Gardner who had
ownedAfrican-AmericanNewportGardneruntil
the latter wasgrantedfreedomin 1791. The fan
light doorwayandpossiblythe marblestepswere
installedfor CaptainGardner.

* ThamesStreet

IntersectionThames/FarewellStreets,
AP 17, Lot 18: Liberty Tree Park aka William
Ellery Park,eighteenthcentury:asmalltriangular
park formed by the intersectionof Thamesand
FarewellStreetsusedfor annualelectiondaygath
eringsof theeighteenthcenturyAfrican slavecom
munity. By the mid-1750sNewport slaveswere
allowedto hold electionsfor a blackgovernor. In
RhodeIsland,slaveelectionswereheldthethird or
lastSaturdayin June. Electionswere significant
local socialeventswithin the communityandin
cludedparades,dancingandgeneralcelebrationin
additionto voting into office a communityleader
for theyear. "‘lection" daysoccurredthroughout
New England and within slave communitiesin
North America. Theywereimportantasholidays

whichcouldbecelebratedby Africans in fellowship
- allowedby the authority of the white commu
nity.

29 ThamesStreet, AP 17,Lot 33:
John StevensShop,c.1757:a2-story,gable-

roofed, clapboard,Georgianstylehouseandcom
mercialshopin whichtheJohnStevensstonecutter
shopwas locatedduring the mid-late eighteenth
century. Theearliestrecordsindicatethebusiness
was underwayby 1705 elsewhereand located
here after 1757. In 1774,JohnStevensIII, stone
masonandcarpenter,heldonlyoneslave.Evidence
of thework of theshopindicatesthatAfrican slave
PompeStevensakaZingo Stevensworkedat the
shopandproducedat leasttwo signedheadstones
one for a fellow slave,hisbrother,Cuffe Gibbsin
thelateeighteenthcentury.Hemayhaveproduced
moreunsignedworklocatedin theCommonBury
ing Ground

30 ThamesStreet, AP 17, Lot 303:
John StevensHouse,c.1709,1758:a 2-story,

gable-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstylehouseoc
cupiedby the Stevensfamily sincethe earlyeigh
teenthcentury. This houseis whereAfrican slave
and stonecutterPompeStevensmay have lived
along with membersof the Stevens’household.
PompeStevensworkedat theStevens’stonecutting
shopandprobablyonstonemasonryandcarpentry
work undertakenby JohnStevensin thelate eigh
teenthand early nineteenthcenturies.Following
the Revolution,PompeStevenswasactive in the
African Union Society.Presumablyhechangedhis
name to Zingo upon achieving freedomprior to
1800. In 1802,hewaspresidentof theAfricanUnion
Societywhenthe society changedits nameto the

African HumaneSociety. In the earlynineteenth

century,ZingoStevenswasliving in thePointsec
tion in hisown homenearthecornerof Third and
PoplarStreets.

34 Thames Street, AP 17, Lot 46:
Stevens Philip House, c.1750 : a 2 story,

gable-roofed,beadedclapboardandshingle,Geor
gianstylehouseownedby membersof theStevens
family. Rejectedgravestoneswere found in the
backyard during the 1960s’ restorationindicating

that this areamay havebeenusedfor stonecutting
work prior to the building of the StevensShop
acrossThamesStreet. African PompeStevenswas
employedas aslavein theStevensShopas amason
andstonecutterduring theeighteenthcentury.

36 ThamesStreet, AP 17, Lot 45:
Roas-Covell House,1746-1760: a 2-story,

endgambrel-roofed,clapboardandshingle,Geor
gianstylehouse,originally ownedbyRichardRoas.
In 1760,Roassold thehouseandlot toJamesKeith,
a slaveshipcaptainandmerchant.Keith mayhave
beenthe captainof theslaverMermaid in 1750. He
mayhavemadeanothertrip to theAfrican coastin
1753. In late 1755, he was captain of the snow
Annamabotransporting126 slavesfrom theAfrican
coastto Jamaica.In the 1774 census,JamesKeith is
listedasholdingthreeslaves.Accordingto at least
onesource,Keith is listedasanimporterof rum and
molassesconnectedwith the slave trade. NHS,
Richardson

42 Thames Street, AP 17, Lot 58:
Nicholl, JamesHouse, c.1750: a 2 story,

gambrel-roofed,clapboardand shingle,Georgian
style houseowned by JamesKeith prior to 1759.
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JamesKeith is mentionedas amerchantandasDr.
JamesKeithby AlexanderHamilton,avisiting Scot
tishphysician,in Itinerarium. It is possiblethat this
is thesameJamesKeith who is listedasoccupying
36 ThamesStreet,theadjacenthouseto thenorth,
after 1760.

58 ThamesStreet, AP 17, 86,
Captain William ReadHouse,c.1760:a 2-

story, gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle
house which belongedto Captain William Read
beforetheRevolution. Readgavethe Liberty Tree
park lot to the town. In 1774,CaptainReadowned
four slaves. Read was a merchantand a ship
captain.

79 ThamesStreet, AP 17, 141, 326:
Dr. Henry JacksonHouseand
Mount Olivet Baptist Church, c.1840,

c.1897,1933:a 2-story,gable-roofed,clapboardand
brick, Greek Revival and ClassicalRevival style
houseandchurch.TheMountOlivetBaptistChurch

wasformedasaspin-offof ShilohBaptistchurchin

1894. TheChurch occupiedthis locationby 1897

andthepresentfacility wasbuilt asanadditionto
the GreekRevival houselocatedhere. The local
chapterof theNAACPwasorganizedby theRever
end William JamesLucas, the pastorof Mount
Olivet in 1919.

392 ThamesStreet, AP 27,Lot 279:
Francis Malbone House,c.1758- animpos

ing, 3 -story,hip-roofed,brick masonry,Georgian
stylemansionwith anattached,singlestory,gable-
roofed,brick masonry,GreekRevival style office.
The structureswerebuilt for FrancisMalbone, a
cousinof Godfrey Malbone,andalso a successful
slaveshipcaptain,slavetraderandmerchant.The
buildings are presumedto havebeendesignedby
Peter Harrison and were constructedby local
builder/carpentersSamuel Greene and Wing
Spooner,possiblyemployingslave labor. In 1774,
FrancisMalboneownedtenslaves.Thishouseand
office are oneof thefewremainingexamplesof the
eighteenthcenturymerchanttown housetype on
lower ThamesStreet where many were located
includingthoseof AbrahamRedwoodandGodfrey
Malbone. Many of theseedificeswerelocatedon
the water side of ThamesStreet with extensive
wharfs and outbuildings. The Francis Malbone
Houseis said to containanundergroundpassage
beneathThamesStreetto the wharf area,possibly
usedfor smuggling.In 1755,Malbonewascaptain
of the slaverOthello. He wasa merchantownerof
slaveships,animporterof rum andmolassesanda
rum distillery owner. According to tax records,in
1772,hewasoneof the wealthiestof the Newport
merchantprinces,surpassedonly by elevenother
Newportmerchants.Downing, Crane

428-432ThamesStreet, AP 32, Lot 46:
Hunter-Whitehorne House, c.1750: a 2-

story,hip-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstylehouse
built for Henry Hunterin the mid-eighteenthcen
turyandlaterownedbymerchantJohnWhitehorne
in 1794. Hunter operateda rum distillery on the
propertyduring themidto-lateeighteenthcentury.
In 1774, Hunter owned five slaves,presumably
employedin the distillery operation.In 1771,New
portmerchantsAaronLopezandJacobRiverapur
chased20,069gallonsof rumfor theirslaverCleopatra
from fourteen different distilleries. Among the
threelargestorderswasthatof HenryHunter- for
1998 gallons. In this voyage,257 slaveswerepur
chasedandtransportedto Barbados,a largenum
ber for asingleventure.Coughtry,Crane

* 479-481ThamesStreet,AP 32, Lot 151:
Store/House,eighteenthcentury:a 2-1/2-

story, gambreland gable-roofed,shingled, con
nectedcommercialstructurewith multiple addi
tions in the Georgianstyleownedby the Overing
family beforethe Revolution. HenryOveringsold
thebuilding andpropertyto ThomasVoax in 1804.
In 1774,HenryJohnOveringheld eight slavesand
wasinvolved in a rum distillery operationpossibly
connectedwith thisproperty. AfricanPaulOvering
mayhavebeenoneof HenryOvering’sslavesprior
to the Revolution.

315-317ThamesStreet:
Site of HoneymanWharf slave pen,
mid-l8th century: according to George

Richardson’snotesa slavepenformerly stoodon
the site of a building mentionedhere in 1952 a
much altered,squaretwo-story, hip-roofedhouse
on the West side of Thames. Downing, p.513;
NHS,Richardson

416-418ThamesStreet, AP 32, Lot 12:
SamuelWhitehorne House,1811,possibly

1804: an imposing,3-story,hip-roofed,brick ma
sonry, Federal style mansionbuilt for Captain
SamuelWhitehorne,Jr.,a successfullateeighteenth
centuryNewport merchant,with interests in an
iron foundry, a distillery, banking,shipping and
slave-trading.

ThomasStreet

24 Thomas Street, AP 28, Lot 95:
Rice Homestead,c.1815:a 2-story,gable

roofed,clapboardandshingle,Federalstylehouse,
ownedby the African-AmericanRice family since
construction.The houseis associatedwith 54 Wil
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hamStreeton adjoiningproperty. The first occu
pantof thehouse,IsaacRice,wasthefreestepsonof
Caesar Bonner. He was born in 1792 in the
NarragansettCountry on the west side of
NarragansettBay and moved with his family to
Newportin theearlynineteenthcentury. The Rice
homesteadwasbuilt forCaesarBonnerandgivento
IsaacRiceshortlythereafter.IsaacRicebecameone
of Newport’searly black entrepreneurs,develop
ingawell-knowncateringbusinessinCottonCourt
off ThamesStreet.Hewasalsoagardenerandwas
employedby the Gibbsfamily in landscapingthe
Gibbs’ estateon Mill Street, a portion of which
becameTouro Park. Ricewasinvolved with local
free African-Americansocial organizationsin the
ante-bellumperiod, including the African Union
Society andthe African BenevolentSociety. The
homesteadis saidto havebeenastopontheunder
ground railroad for Southernslavesescapingto
freedom.During thisperiod,abolitionistFrederick
Douglassand IsaacRice becameacquainted,pre
sumablythroughassociationswith New Bedford
and localAfrican-Americanentrepreneurandabo
litionist GeorgeT. Downing. Douglassis said to
havestayedat the housein 1843 whenhe visited
RhodeIslandto speakon abolitiononbehalfof the
MassachusettsAnti-SlaverySociety.TheRicehome
steadandassociatedpropertyhasremainedin the
Rice family sinceits construction.

*Touro Street

* 29 Touro Street, AP 24, Lot 13:
Perry Mansion, c. 1757; an imposing 3-

story,clapboard,hip-roofedFederalmansionwhich
wastheNewporthomeof Oliver HazardPerryand

later about 1900 the site of African-American
entrepreneursJ.T. Allen andH. L. Allen’s Restau
rantbusiness.

* 82 Touro Street,AP 24, Lot 289:
Newport Historical SocietyBuilding
and SeventhDayBaptist Meeting House.

Themeetinghousewasbuilt in 1730 asasimple2-
story, clapboardclad, gable-roofedbox with an
ornatepaneledinterior possiblydesignedby Rich
ard Munday. African Americansworshippedin
thebuilding during the eighteenthcenturypossi
bly in theeastgallery. Later 1864-1869thebuild
ing wasoccupiedby theAfrican-AmericanShiloh
BaptistChurch.

VernonAvenue

25 Vernon Avenue, AP 6, Lot 59:
Barclay-StokesHouse,c. 1875: a 2-story,

gable-roofed,clapboard,latenineteenthcenturyver
nacularVictorian stylefarmhousewith a largebarn
now convertedto apartments.Thepropertyis asso
ciatedwith African-AmericanGeorgeBarclay and
his descendents,who haveoccupiedthis homefor
four generations.

Walnut Street

22 Walnut Street, AP 12, Lot 82:
John Gidley HouseakaDavenportHouse,

c.1728:a 2-story, gable-roofed,shingle Georgian
stylehouseoriginally built for JohnGidley. In the
1720s,JohnGidley,Jr.ownedoneof Newport’sfirst
rum distilleries. Richardsonlists JohnGidley as
owning adistillery operationin 1732. Theprincipal
Gidley residence,however,stoodat theintersection
of Gidley andThamesStreetsin the Court End of
town and was a substantialgable-on-hip-roofed
Colonialmansion.Thehouseon WalnutStreetmay
havebeenaninvestmentpropertyforGidley. NHS,
Richardson.

25 Walnut Street, AP 12, Lot 223:
William andJosephWanton House,c.1770:

a 2-story, gable-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle
houseassociatedwith William andJosephWanton
prior to theRevolution. TheWantons,aprominent
Newport merchant family, were involved in the
slave tradeasearly as the mid-1700s,owning the
slaveshipsCharmingAbigail, Polly, Africa,Ruth,Wan
ton, andFortuneprior to theRevolution. Theprinci
pal early Wanton house stood on ThamesStreet

29 Touro Street.Photographby RichardYourtgken.
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betweenTouro andMary during thisperiod. Col.
JosephWanton,Jr.purchasedtheHunterHouseon
WashingtonStreet in 1756 for his own use. The
houseon WalnutStreetmay havebeenan invest
mentproperty.

28 Walnut Street, AP 12,Lot 197:
SarahRumereil House,prior to 1758:a -2

story, gableand flat-roofed, clapboard,commer
cial! residentialColonial structure. In 1774,Sarah
Rumereil held three slaves. According to
Richardson,EbenezerRumereilownedadrygoods
businessprior to theRevolution. It is possiblethat
this structureis the locationof thebusiness.NHS,
Richardson

36 Walnut Street, AP 12, Lot 78:
Joseph Belcher House, 1760/70: a 1-1/2-

story, gambrel-roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyle
house. JosephBelcher,a pewterer, owned the

housebetween1770 and 1777. In 1774, Belcher

ownedfour slaves,someof whommay havebeen
employedin his pewtermanufacturingbusiness.

41 Walnut Street, AP 12, Lot 72:
Thurston House, c.1734 : a 1-1/2-story,

gambrel-roofed,clapboardandshingle,Georgian
style houseoriginally locatedon Long Wharfand
moved to the corner of Walnut andWashington
Streetsand to the presentlocation in 1883. The
housebelongedto former African slaveNewport

possibleNeptuneThurston. NeptuneThurston
wasa cooperby trade,possiblylearningthe craft
from theBaptistministerGardnerThurston,acoo

perby tradeandamemberof theprominentslave-

trading Thurston family. GardnerThurston re
fused to makecasksfor the African rum tradeand

supportedthe ReverendSamuelHopkins’ aboli
tionist stand.Crane,GeorgeGibbsChanningAc
cording to African-American historian and
NewporterCharlesBattle,NeptuneThurstongave
noted RhodeIslandpainterGilbert Stuarthis first
paintinglessons.Battlep36

WarnerStreet

14 Warner Street, AP 18, Lot 3:
BenjaminStevensHouse,akaWilliam A.

JacksonHouse, c.1800: an altered, 1-1 /2-story,
gable-roofed,asbestos-sheathed,Federalandnine
teenthcenturyvernacularstylehouse.In theearly
to-mid-twentiethcenturythe housewasoccupied
by African-AmericanWilliam A. Jacksonand his

family. William A. Jacksonowneda moving com

pany, the Jackson Moving Company, during this
period.

29 Warner Street, AP 18, Lot 143:
W. Mathews Building aka Jacob Dorsey

ConfectioneryShop, c.1907,1921: a single story,
clapboardandshingle,nineteenthcenturyvernacu
lar commercialbuilding. African-AmericanJacob

Dorseyoperateda confectionery,bakeryandshop

herein thelatenineteenthandearlytwentiethcen
turies. Dorseycameto NewportfromMarylandin
1851 at theageof 30. City directoriesplacehim as
awhitewasherat 29 WarnerStreetin the1880sand
1890s.City directoriesindicate the confectionery

businessexistedinto theearly twentiethcentury.

WashingtonStreet

53 Washington Street, AP 16,Lot 14.4:
Potter-Minturn House, prior to 1758: an

imposing2-1/2-story,gambrel-roofed,beadedclap
board, Georgian style mansionowned by slave
ownerJamesPotterbeforetheRevolution.Thehouse
wassold to Simon Newtonin 1801.

54 WashingtonStreet,A? 16, Lot 32:
Hunter House,prior to 1758,1870s:an im

posing, 2-1 /2-story, beadedclapboard,gambrel-
roofed,Georgianstylemansionoccupiedby Deputy
GovernorJonathanNichols, Jr. in the late 1740s.
Nichols wasa prosperousmerchant,proprieterof
theWhiteHorseTavernandaprivateer. Thehouse
waspurchasedby Col.JosephWanton,Jr. in 1756.
Wanton was Deputy Governorof the Colony
between1764 and1767 andaLoyalistwho fled to
New York with his fatherGovernorGideonWan

ton, in 1775. A fewyearsafter, theWantonestates
in Newportwereconfiscatedandboth fatherand
sondiedby 1781. TheWantons,aprominentNew

port merchantfamily, wereinvolved in the slave

tradeasearly as the mid-1700s,owning the slave
shipsCharmingAbigail, Polly, Africa, Ruth,Wanton,
andFortuneprior totheRevolution.In 1774,Joseph
Wantonhadthreeslaves.

After the Revolution, in 1805, the house
waspurchasedat auctionby William R. Hunter, a
lawyer. The housewas sold in 1854 to the Old

Colony SteamboatCompanyandmaintainedas a
popularand genteelboardinghouse. Julia Ward
Howe’sTown andCountryChubmet at thehouse

on severaloccasions.Among thoseboardingafter
the Civil War was Col. Thomas Wentworth

Higginson, a Union Army Black Regimentcom
manderandabolitionist. Col. 1-ligginson assisted
African-AmericanentrepreneurGeorgeT. Down
ing ina successfulfight to desegregatetheNewport
public schoolsin thelate 1860s.Downing, Battle
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61 Washington Street, A? 12,Lot 120:
Saint John the Evangelist Church, 1894: a gable-
roofed,stonemasonry,Gothic church. seePoplar
Street

62 Washington Street, AP 16,Lot 12:
Captain JohnWarren House,prior to 1736,

1774: an imposing, 2-1 /2-story, gambrel-roofed,
clapboardandshingle,Georgianmansionperhaps
built for CharlesDyerand laterowned,in 1749,by
JosephWilison. Willson soldthehouseby 1774to
CaptainJohnWarren,also amerchant,who owned
two slavesin 1774.

64 Washington Street, AP 12,Lot 121:
ThomasRobinsonHouse,prior to 1736,

c.1760, 1879: a 2-1 /2-story, gambrel-roofed,clap
board,Georgianmansion. The housewas origi
nally built thesouthernpart for WalterChapman
prior to1736. ItwaspurchasedbyThomasRobinson
from BenjaminHazardin 1760. Robinsoninvested
in theslavetradeasearlyas1756whenheinvested
with NicholasRobinsonin the voyageof the Dol
phin. Robinsonis recordedasaNewportmerchant
and manufacturerof spermaceticandlesin 1772.
His father-in-law,ThomasRichardson,ownedslave
ships,a distillery andfour slavesin 1774.

71 WashingtonStreet,AP 16,Lot 224:
Pitts-Southwick House, prior to 1758,

1880,1889:a 2-story,gable-roofed,clapboardGeor
gian andColonialRevival stylehouseoccupiedby
SolomonSouthwick,thecolonialprinter TheNew
portMercury,whoin 1774ownedfourslaves,some
of whommay havebeenemployedin theprinting
business.

* WashingtonSquare

* 8 Washington Square,A? 17, Lot 221:
Rathburn-Gardner-Rivera House,prior to

1722,c.1740,c.1950,c.1980:a2-1/2-story,gambrel-
roofed,clapboard,Georgianstyledhouseownedby
JohnGardnerbetween1722and1763. It wasinher
ited byGeorgeGardnerin1763andsoldtoAbraham
RodriquesRiverain 1793. JohnGardneris listedas
thecaptainof theslaverAfrica in themid-eighteenth
century, responsiblefor voyagesin 1754,1755,1761
aboardAfrica andtheschoonerFriendship. Abraham
RodriguesRiverawasamemberof theJewishmer
chantfamiliesof AaronLopezandJacobRodngues
Riverawho together,before the Revolution,were
headingNewportmerchantsactivein theslavetrade
amongothervenues.

WashingtonSquare,AP 17,Lot 234,
TheMall - Parade- EisenhowerPark,eigh

teenthcentury,enlargedearly-mid-nineteenthcen
tury: a large triangularparkborderedby Thames
Street,Touro Street,WashingtonSquareandCourt
HouseStreetwhichwasthesiteof the" greatschool
house", the early eighteenthcentury school. As
earlyas1715,local newspaperadvertisementsmen
tioned thesaleof slaveshere.NHS, NewportMer
cury.

* Washington Square, AP 17, Lot 222,
ColonyHouse, 1739-41:a 2-story, gambrel-

roofed, brick, Georgianedifice built on a raised
stonefoundation. Designedby RichardMunday
anddocumentedtohavebeenbuiltby localbuilder/
craftsmanWingSpooner,this landmarkbuilding is
reportedto havebeenconstructedwith thehelp of

slavelabor. It wasalsonearthesiteof slavemarkets
during the eighteenthcentury,held in the areaof
the"old great"schoolhouseto thewest.Downing

Dr. MarcusF. Wheatland
Boulevard
formerly West Broadway

28 WheatlandBoulevard, AP 17,Lot 302:
U.S.O. Building aka Martin Luther King

Building, c.1944:a 2-story, concreteblock, brick
masonryandclapboard,flat-roofedbuilding origi
nally built astheAfrican-AmericanU.S.O.building
during World War II. It hasbeenusedas a recre
ationalcenterfor theAfrican-Americancommunity
sinceits construction.

32 Wheatland Boulevard., A? 17,Lot 279:
Hyman Rosoff Building aka Stone Mill

Lodge, c.1907,1921:a 3-story, shingle and clap
board, flat-roofed, early twentieth centuryver
nacularstylecommercial/residentialbuildingwhich
has beenthe home of the StoneMill Lodge, an
African-American fraternal society since it was
foundedin 1895.

65 Wheatland Boulevard.,AP 18, Lot 178:
Charles and Oliver Tisdale Building,

c.1907,1920:a 3-story,flat-roofed,shingleandbrick
masonry,commercialbuilding which wasaware
housefor theTisdalegrocerystore.Thisstorewasa
fixture for theWestBroadway/ Kerry Hill commu
nity andit employedAfricanAmericansin theearly
to-mid twentiethcentury. African-AmericanWill
iamH. Jackson,Jr.workedin thestore.Jacksonhad
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beena retired foremanof theJerseyCentralRail
roadheretired in 1950.

86 Wheatland Boulevard.,AP 14,Lot 151:
Marion’s BeautySalon, prior to1870:a 2-

1 /2-story, gable-roofed,shingle, Early Victorian
stylecommercial/ residentialstructure, occupied
by African-AmericanMarion Thompson’sbeauty
salonin themid-twentiethcentury.

94 Wheatland Boulevard.,AP 14,Lot
208: Aura Spencer’sChicken Shack,late

19th/earlytwentiethcentury:a 3-story,shingleand

brick,flat-roofed,residential/commercialstructure.

The first floor commercialspacewasoccupiedby
Aura Spencer’sChicken Shackrestaurant,one of
manyAfrican-American-ownedeateriesin thearea
during theearly-midtwentiethcentury.

William Street

27 William Street, AP 27,Lot 144:
Edward HammettHouse, c. 1808,1818:a 1-

1 /2-story, gambrel-roofed,Georgianstyle cottage
built by housewright Edward Hammett. The
HammettsfatherNathan,Sr.andsonsNathanand
Edward werelateeighteenthandearlynineteenth
centurybuilders who built many housesin the
Levin-William Streetareaon speculation,for rental
or eventualresale.Theneighborhoodwasoccupied
in the late 18thandearly nineteenthcenturiesby
African Americans including RosannaDyer and
Silvia Eastonwho may havelived in thishouseor
the onenext door36 William Street.NHS, 1840s
census

36 William Street, AP 27,Lot 123, 124:
Benjamin Hammett House, c.1790:a 1-1 /

2-story, gambrel-roofed,clapboard and shingle,
Georgianstylecottagebuilt by BenjaminHammett
in muchthesamestyleas27 William St. next door.

54 William Street,AP 28,Lot 94,95:
RiceHouse,c.1850/59, 1988/89: a 2-story,

gable-roofed,clapboard and shingle, nineteenth
centuryvernacularhouse,owned by the African-
AmericanRicefamily sinceconstruction.Thehouse
is associatedwith theprincipalRiceHomesteadon
theadjoiningpropertyat theintersectionof William
andThomasStreets24 ThomasStreet.

84 William Street, AP 28,Lot 82:
SilasDickersonHouseakaPilgrim Rest,

c. 1893/ 95: a singlestory, gable-roofed,clapboard,
nineteenthcenturyvernacularstyle houseowned

by African-AmericanbusinessmanSilasDickerson
in the late eighteenthandearly nineteenthcentu
ries. Dickersonowned andoperateda successful
neighborhoodgrocerystoreon William Streetin the
midto latenineteenthcentury.Thishousemayhave
beena rentalproperty. Thehousewaslaterowned
by African AmericanElizabethCanavanandused
with 90 William Streetnext door to the eastas a
nursinghomeknown as Pilgrim Rest.

90,92William Street,A? 28,Lot 91.4:
JamesT. GreeneHouseakaPilgrim Rest,

prior to 1850,1983-4: a 2-story, gable-roofed,clap
board,nineteenthcenturyvernacularhousewhich
hasbeenconvertedto commercialuse.Thebuilding
wasassociatedwith Pilgrim Rest, a nursinghome
establishedin thisbuilding andthestructureto the
west84 William Streetownedby African Ameri
canElizabethCanavanin themid to-late twentieth
century.

Willow Street

27 Willow Street, AP 12, Lot 96:
Peckham-Carr House aka John Carr

Houseprior to 1758:a 2-story,gable-roofed,clap
boardandshingle,centerchimney,Georgianhouse
owned by JoshuaPeckhambefore the Revolution
andlaterpurchasedbyJohnGrimes.PeterMumford
purchasedthe property in 1783. In 1774 Grimes
ownedthreeslaves.

94 WheatlandBoulevard. Photographby RichardYoungken.
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