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terior, under provisions of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act of 1966. Preparation of this report was in part
financed through the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, through the Cranston Planning De-
partment as part of the city’s Community Development
Block Grant program.

The participation, review, and guidance of the Crans-
ton Planning Department has been essential to the conduct
of the survey. This report is the result of a productive
partnership between city and state agencies.

This report is based on publicly subscribed research
and may not be copyrighted. It may be reprinted, in part
or in full, with the customary crediting of the source.

Cover: View of Stillhouse Cove (1915); photograph, November
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>some financial incentives referred to in these pages are no longer available;
>some new financial incentives are available.

For up-to-date information, please contact:
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150 Benefit St.
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state agency for historical preservation. The Commission identifies and
protects historic buildings, districts, landscapes, structures, and
archaeological sites throughout the State of Rhode Island.
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Old State House

150 Benefit Street

Providence, R.I. 02903

(401) 277-2678

September 15, 1980

The Honorable J. Joseph Garrahy, Governor

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
State House

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Governor Garrahy:

It is with pleasure that | transmit herewith Cranston, Rhode
Island--Statewide Historical Preservation Report P-CR-1, the six-
teenth in-depth publication in the Statewide Historical Preservation
series; in addition, the Commission has published fourteen prelim-
inary reports.

This report provides an analysis of the historical and archi-
tectural growth of Cranston and recommends a preservation program
which should be considered for incorporation into the city's planning
effort.

With the publication of this report, the Commission is well
on its way to fulfilling its responsibility to record the rich
cultural resources of Rhode Island. Ten additional reports are now
being prepared; their completion will contribute significantly toward
the achievement of our goal of producing reports on all thirty-nine
cities and towns in the state.

The Commission believes that its effort, as represented by this
and its other reports, will further the cause of historical
preservation in Rhode Island.

Very sincerely,

; J‘v17om'g

Mrs. George E. Downing
Chairman
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Old State House

150 Benefit Street

Providence, R.I. 02903

(401) 277-2678

September 15, 1980

Mayor Edward D. DiPrete
Mayor's Office
Cranston City Hall

Park Avenue

Cranston, R.I. 02910

Dear Mayor DiPrete:

The Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission is pleased to
submit in final published form this survey of Cranston's cultural
resources. The product of over a year's work, the report has been
truly a joint effort. Researched and written by a member of the
Commission's staff, Robert Freeman, the material reflects the assistance
of numerous city officials and individual citizens. Moreover, the
City's Community Development funds contributed significant financial
support for the project.

It is the Commission's hope that this Report will prove of lasting
value to the entire Cranston community, serving an educational and planning
function and portraying the city's history and rich cultural heritage,
from Pawtuxet Village to Lippitt Hill and represented by such different
buildings as Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet and the Cranston Print Works. The
City has consistently supported the community's preservation activities
through the allocation of Community Development funds to the Cranston
Historical Society, the Pawtuxet Village Association, and the Print
Works Village.

It is our hope that this report will stimulate increased awareness
in the community of the continuing need for both public and private
support for historic preservation efforts in Cranston.
Singerely yours,
CrduattzF Douns
Mrs. George E. Downing 5/
Chai rman




PREFACE

The Rhode Island Historical Preservation Com-
mission was established in 1968 by an act of the General
Assembly to develop a state preservation program under
the aegis of the Office of Archeology and Historic Pres-
ervation, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service,
United States Department of the Interior. Citizen members
of the Commission are appointed by the Governor; serving
as ex-officio members are the Director of the Department
of Economic Development, the Director of the Department
of Environmental Management, the Chief of the Division of
Statewide Planning, the State Building Code Commissioner,
and the chairmen of the House and Senate Finance Com-
mittees of the General Assembly. The Director of the De-
partment of Community Affairs has been appointed by the
Governor as the State Historic Preservarion Officer for
Rhode Island.

The Historical Preservation Commission is charged
with the responsibilities of: conducting a statewide survey
of historic sites and places and, from the survey, recom-
mending places of local, state, or national significance for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places; admin-
istering federal grants-in-aid to National Register properties
for acquisition or development; and developing a state
historic preservation plan, Additional duties include: com-
piling and maintaining a State Register of Historic Places;
assisting state and municipal agencies in the area of his-
toric preservation, by undertaking special-project-review
studies; the certification of rehabilitation projects under
the Tax Reform Act of 1976; the review of federal, state,
and municipal projects which may affect cultural resources;
and regulating archeological exploration on state lands
and under waters of state jurisdiction.

The Rhode Island statewide historical survey, in-
augurated in 1969, has been designed to locate, identify,
map, and report on buildings, sites, areas, and objects of
historical and architectural value. During the survey, con-
sideration is given to the total environment of the area be-
ing studied. In addition to outstanding structures and his-
torical sites, buildings of all periods and styles, which con-
stitute the fabric of 2 community, are recorded and evalu-
ated.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

Cranston is a city of contrasts. Heavily populated in
the east, it remains largely rural in the west. Although a city
for over sixty-five years, Cranston does not have an urban
character. Primarily agricultural throughout its history, it
was nonetheless the hub of Rhode Island’s greatest nine-
teenth-century industrial empire. Cranston also contains
the state institutions of mental health and adult correc-
tions.

One of the most dramaric contrasts is that between
the general perception of Cranston—solely as a twentieth-
century suburban satellite to the City of Providence—and
the wealth of historical sites and interesting archirecture
that exists in the city. Burt the legacy of the past plays an
important role in the community’s everyday life, and a
knowledge of that past can enhance our understanding
of the city.

From its inception, the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission has worked to assist and strength-
en local preservation efforts. The Pawtuxet report (the
Commission's first report), published in 1973 in response
to a request by the Edgewood-Pawtuxet Preservation
Society, documented the architectural heritage of Paw-
tuxet Viilage; this report includes an update of that study
as well as a developmental history of the city as a whole.

As part of its state-mandated responsibility to safe-
guard Rhode Island's heritage and under provisions of the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the Rhode Island His-
torical Preservation Commission has undertaken a state-
wide survey in order to identify and record all sites of his-
torical and architectural significance in each city. Moreover,
an in’ventory of local cultural resources is a basic part of
each town’s responsibility to assess the impact of projects
funded by the Community Development Act of 1974,
Thus, funding for this survey of Cranston's cultural re-
sources was provided by the City of Cranston from a Com-
munity Development Block Grant and by the Historical
Preservation Commission through its survey and planning
grant from the National Register Program administered by
the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

The Commission has chosen to survey the state on a

town-by-town, city-by-city hasis. To accomplish the goals
of the survey program four stages are necessary for each
project: field investigation and research, preparation of
maps and survey sheets, evaluation of the properties identi-
fied to derermine their significance, and preparation of a
final report.

A standard survey form, the “Historic Building Data
sheet,” is used throughout the state. This incorporates both
architectural and historical information and a photograph
of each building or site. Historical information is obtained
through the use of maps, published histories, newspapers,
directories, census records, town records, manuscript and
graphics collections, and the knowledge of local residents,
Data from the survey forms is transferred to maps and,
to a limited extent, to the Statewide Planning Program’s
computer system. This method allows information per-
taining to cultural resources to be readily available for
planning purposes. An explanation of the survey methodol-
ogy together with a copy of the “Historic Building Data
Sheet” and a sample derail from a Cranston survey map
can be found in Appendix F,

Upon completion of the survey, which is reviewed
by local residents, historians, planners, and city officials
(as well as by the Preservation Commission), copies of
the material are placed in appropriate local repositories—
the City Plan Commission and the William Hall Free Li-
brary, as well as at the Commission’s office. Each set of
materials consists of the completed survey forms, maps,
and final report.

The Cranston survey was begun in September 1976
and completed in June 1977. Approximately 800 build-
ings, sites, and open spaces of historical, architectural, or
visual interest have been included. The period covered ex-
tends from the sevenieenth century to the present. A
property’s selection for the Inventory (Appendix G) was
determined on the basis of individual significance or its
value as an indicator of the city’s physical, social, or eco-
nomic development. The Inventory includes some sites
containing parricularly valuable archeclogical resources
which both illustrate and explain the city’s prehistory.
By and large, the present report concenrrates on above-
ground resources; extensive archeological investigations are
beyond the scope of this survey,

This report presents a concise yet comprehensive
history of Cranston, focusing on extant historic properties,
followed by recommendations for preservation planning.
The appendices include an explanation of the survey pro-
cedure and the National Register, Tax Reform Act, and
Grants-In-Aid progams of the Historical Preservation
Commission as well as an inventory of structures, sites,
and monuments worthy of inclusion in the state inven-
tory. Emphasis is placed on the whole spectrum of the
city’s past as revealed in its present morphology—its top-
ography, settlement pattern, buildings, and landmarks.
The impact of modern development—including such factors
as zoning, industrial growth, traffic demands, building
demolition, deterioration, and alteration of structures, has
been taken into account.

The objectives of this endeavor are five-fold: to pro-
vide a catalog of Cranston’s nonrenewable cultural re-
sources for local and statewide preservation planning; to
recognize districts, individual structures, and sites eligible
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places;
to establish priorities based on problems and porentials
discovered as part of the survey process; to serve as an
academic and educational resource; and to stimulate
civic pride, making residents aware of the historic and
visual environment in which they live and encouraging
them to take a positive interest in the future of their
community. To these ends this effort is dedicated,

The Commission would like to thank the following
organizations and individuals for their aid in completing
the Cranston Survey: Mayor Edward DiPrete, former
Mayor James Taft, Mr. Anthony DelSesto and the staff
of the City Plan Commission, Mr. Eric Palazzo and Mr.
Michael Doyle of the Community Development Program,
Mr. Robert Drew and the members of the Cranston His-
toric District Commission, Mr. Carlo DelBonis and the staff
of the city Assossor’s Office, Mr. Albert T. Klyberg and the
staff of the Rhode Island Historical Society, Mr. and Mrs.
William Baxter, Mr. and Mrs. C. Edwin Lewis, Mr. and Mrs,
Robert Lynch, and, in particular, Mrs. Gladys W. Brayton,
who has served continuously and ably as unofficial histori-
an of Cranston. In addition, a special thanks is due to all
those generous citizens who opened their homes for the
survey.



oaraocRE Y

RHODE ISLAND

LTI

.....

Fig. 1:

Map of Rhode Island highlighting Cranston.

L St P
B q
LY:!-

e

COVENTRY

WARWICK
Fig. 2:

Map of Cranston showing principal roads and physical features.




II. PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SETTING

Located just south of Providence, the city of Crans-
ton consists of approximately thirty square miles stretching
from Narragansett Bay on the east to the Town of Scituate
on the west. It is bounded on the north by Providence and
Johnston, and by Warwick, West Warwick, and part of Cov-
entry on the south. Routes I-95 and [-295 run north-scuth
through the city, the former providing direct access to Prov-
idence and other major east-coast cities, the latter dividing
Cranston approximately in half. Srate Route 37 links the
two interstate highways, and Route 10 runs northeast
from Route 95 following the boundary with Providence,
Two railroad lines remain in Cranston; the original Paw-
tuxet Valley line which is now part of Amtrak’s North-
east Corridor parallels Route 95, and the old Providence,
Hartford and Fishkill line follows Cranston Street and
Oaklawn Avenue.

Physiographically, Cranston is characterized by flat
outwash plains in the east and rolling glaciated uplands in
the west. Between the two a granitic scarp forms a dis-
tinct north-south division running through the middle of
the city. The area east of the scarp, with the exception of
Sockanossett Hill and Rocky Hill, is generally quite flat,
while the upland plateau to the west of the scarp contains
a series of hills, the highest of which, Bald Hill, has an ele-
vation of about five hundred feer.

Geography has played an important role in shaping
the city's history. With good topsoil throughout, Cranston
was predominantly an agricultural community for two-
and-a-half centuries. Only after the Civil War did the char-
acter of the landscape begin to change, as farms in western
Cranston became reforested and those in eastern Cranston
were platted. [n addition minor deposits of iron ore, coal,
gravel, and granite zll exist beneath the surface of the land

and each has been mined or quarried over the years.

The Pawtuxet River, which forms much of the bound-
ary berween Cranston and Warwick, flows east, arriving
by a waterfall at protected Pawtuxet Cove, where the first
English settlement in Cranston occurred. The Meshanticut
Brook in central Cranston and the Pocasset River further
east flow into the Pawtuxet, and the falls along them ac-
counted for the location of several early Cranston indus-
trics. The city is dotted with ponds as well as many natural
springs. The former contributed to the large ice industry
throughout the nineteenth century; the latter provided
water for the city’s breweries,

Proximity to Providence and relatively flar top-
ography made eastern Cranston especially attractive for
settlement and fostered rapid development in the mid-
nineteenth century of those parts of Cranston which were
eventually annexed to the capital city. By the end of the
nincteenth century, Cranston became a suburb and support
town for the central city, holding its reservoir, prison, rec-
reation facilities, and truck farms.

Late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century devel-
opment in what is today eastern Cranston has resulted in
a relatively dense residential environment composed largely
of two-story frame houses fanning out along the old roads
that rraversed Cranston to link Providence to the state’s
outlying towns and points beyond. Although this develop-
ment formed a variety of villages within the city, Cranston
has no true town center; neighborhing Providence has al-
ways served that function.

The advent of the automobile and post-World War II
highway construction combined to transform central
Cranston from a broad green swath of truck farms into a
classic mid-twentieth-century suburb.  Numerous one-
story ranch houses are set back from winding roads of

subdivisions laid out to emphasize the suburban environ-
ment. Apartment clusters now line old roads that have
become dominated by automobile-oriented strip archi-
tecture.

Only thar part of Cranston west of Route 295 re-
tains its traditional rural character. Farm buildings set
well back from narrow roads serve as the center of large
farm compiexes. Bounded by stone walls two hundred
years old, these farms have been protected only by their
distance from Providence and by their relatively hitly
topography from the homogenization of recent develop-
ment.

Cranston’s physical development was paralleled by
the evolution of the social composition of its residents.
Originally sertled by English farmers, by the mid-nineteenth
century the area attracted a large number of Irishmen to
work in its mills. Later Italians and Swedes worked the
truck farms of central Cranston and settled in Knights-
ville and Eden Park, respectively. A Welsh community grew
up around the pumping station at Pettaconsett, and Ger-
mans founded the breweries in Arlington. In the twentieth
century, the city became the home of many Jewish and
[talian residents who had left Providence but often still
commuted to work there.

Cranston has Rhode Island’ third highest per-capita
income and one of the best educational systems in the
state. It has well mainrained housing stock, modern rec-
reational facilities, and active civic organizations; and its
location is convenient to all the state’s major points of
interest. With both light industry and considerable open
space, numerous churches and room for new development,
Cranston is perceived to be a comfortable, prosperous
city, the model to be emulated by many other cities and
towns.



HI. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

EVOLUTION OF CRANSTON'S POLITICAL
BOUNDARIES

The city’s history as a political entity is interrelated
with the early development of the Massachusetts and Ply-
mouth colonies, Providence, and Warwick and reflects early
rivalries atnong those settlements.
boundaries were shaped by statewide political reactions to
nineteenth-century social and political changes.

In 1638, two years after Roger Williams made the
“grand purchase” of Providence from the Indians for him-
self and twelve other “proprictors,” he made a second pur-
chase further south for the same group. This was the “Paw-
tuxet Purchase” incorporating into Providence the “South
Woods,” now the eastern part of present-day Cranston, in-
cluding Pawtuxert Village. ‘

Moreover, its present .

In 1662, a group of Warwick men speculated in the
“Meghanticut Purchase,” land immediately west of the
Providence Purchase which included the rémainder of
present-day Cranston. The precise boundaries of the Paw-
tuxet Purchase were a source of continuing controversy
throughout the seventeenth cenwury—pitting the “Paw-
tuxet men” against Roger Williams, the Providence Pro-
prictors, and the settlers of adjacent Warwick—and were
resolved only in 1714. The present southern and western
borders of Cranston were established at that time.

time,
L

When, in 1754, the town of Cranston was set off
from Providence, it contained large portions of what are
now the South Providence, ElImwood, and Washington Park
sections of the City of Providence, Cranston’s northern
border being far straighter than it is today. Most of these
portions were ceded to the capital city in 1868 —the first
such annexations made of Providence—as part of an effort
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Map of Cranston's political evalution, showing the reclamations by Providence.

by local and state politicians to maintain Republican con-
trol of the General Assembly in the face of the growing
Irish Democratic population. Further cessions of land oc-
curred in 1873, 1887, and 1892, as Cranston turned over to
Providence the land that became Roger Williams Park.

ORIGINAL INHABITANTS

~ In prehistoric times, Cranston’s physical setting made
it a congenial place for habitation. The presence of man in
Cranston probably stretches back 10,000 years before the
Pawtuxet Purchase was concluded. The Narragansett In-
dian inhabitants of Cranston who greeted the European
colonists followed a way of life remarkably different
from the earliest human inhabitants of the area thart is to-
day Cranston. The archeological record is our only source
of information about those inhabitants and the vast time
span of human activity and cultural adaptation preceding
our own relatively short historical peried.

In the ten millennia before colonial settlement,
there were three distinct cultural adaptations, each making
varying use of the diverse inland and coastal resources of
the area. The Paleolithic cultural period (8500-7000 B.C.)
represented the earliest human adaptation to an environ-
ment unrecognizably harsh to us today. The retreating
glacier was still in northern New England, and small bands
of nomadic hunters had apparently followed herds of
mastodon and caribou into the bleak subarctic landscape
of southeastern New England. Because Paleo-Indian pop-
ulations were both small and mobile, little evidence of them
remains. Although no Paleo-Indian sites have been found in
Cranston (the only known Rhode Island site is Lincoln),
it is likely that these small groups of big-game hunters
stalked their exotic prey in a thinly wooded spruce and
birch landscape similar to northern Canada today.

As the climate gradually grew warmer and herds
of large game animals disappeared, human populations
of the area were forced to make significant adaptations
to the new environment. As 2 temperate environment
returned, a wider variety of plants and animals were uril-
ized, and by 6000 B.C. the Archaic cultural period had
developed. It is marked by a much more diversified pat-
oped. It is marked by 2 much more diversified pat-
tern of food gathering and subsistence. For this




Fig. 4:

period the archeological record becomes richer
and more informative, reflecting increasing popula-
tions which utilized a wider variety of tools for
hunting deer, birds, and small mammals; for pre-
paring nuts and other wild-plant foods; or for work-
ing wooden objects. Different projectile points, in-
cluding the first arrowheads, were fashioned at this
time; scrapers and drills were used to prepare hides

Diorama of the Oaklawn Steatite Quarry. A visual representation of pre-historic man in Cranston.

or materials for clothing. Ground stone gouges and

axes were introduced, indicating the importance of
wooden objects, while grinding stones (or mortar and
pestles) marked the appearance of seeds and nuts in the
diet.

Because the people of this era moved about to ex-
ploit seasonally abundant food sources, there is consider-

able variety in Archaic-period sites. There are two common
locations for Archaic sites: freshwater streams running into
salt water and salt-water inlets, the former permitting the
harvest of spring runs of herring or salmon, the latter allow-
ing the gathering of shellfish. Although modern historical
development in eastern Cranston has destroyed most pre-
historic sites, some traces of Archaic-period occupation
may survive along the Pawtuxet and Pocasset Rivers.
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Fig. 5:  Stone pipe forms from the Oaklawn Quarry.

Western Cranston, however, remains rich in archeol-
ogical sites. A major site from the Archaic period existed
along Furnance Hill Brook. Excavated in 1966 and 1967
by the Narragansett Archaeological Society before being
destroyed by the construction of Route 295, this habita-
tion area, ideally located on a knoll above the confluence
of Meshanticut Brook, Furnace Hill Brook, and Church
Brook, revealed many projectile points and other tools
from the Late Archaic and Early Woodland periods with
fragments of semifinished soapstone or steatite bowls from
a nearby quarry. The Oaklawn Quarry, located less than a
mile to the west, is one of the two known Rhode Island
soapstone or steatite quarries from which Late Archaic
peoples extracted this workable stone for fashioning
bowls and other vessels. Excavations by the Narragansett
Society have revealed numerous examples of broken or
partially formed objects at the site. Numerous finely
finished bowls (and pipes dating from the later Woodland
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period) have been excavated at local sites, and several ex-
amples are on display at the Bronson Museum in Attle-
boro, Massachusetts. As important as the finished products
are the abraders, picks, reamers, and other tools (located
at the Furnace Hill Brook and Quarry sites) used by peoples
as much as two thousand years ago.

Rock shelters were another site location favored
during all periods when prehistoric hunters traveled widely
in search of game. There, small groups could spend a night
or set up a base camp and find shelter from the weather.
An example of such a site used during both the Late Ar-
chaic and Woodland periods is found at the Church Brook
Rock Shelter. The absence of the usual habitation-site
litter in conjunction with the large number of blades
and points indicates periods of short-lived visitation
by transient hunters rather than family groups.

To a considerable extent, the Woodland period,
beginning about 500 B.C. and extending to the colonial
period, represents a degree of cultural continuity with the
Archaic period which did not exist between the latter
period and the Paleolithic before it. The major cultural
changes appear as additions introduced from more ad-
vanced Indian cultures to the south, in the form of pot-
tery and horticulture.

There is no dramatic shift apparent in the archeologi-
cal record. The steatite or soapstone bowls of the late Ar-
chaic and Early Woodland periods are simply replaced by
pottery made from local clays and tempered with grit or
shell. However, the Oaklawn Quarry continued to be
utilized as a source of raw materials for pipe manufacture.
Numerous examples of incomplete or broken platform,
elbow, and straight pipes have been uncovered at this site,
and bear testimony to the importance of the cultivation
of a tobacco, as well as the newly introduced foodstuffs.

The cultivation of maize, beans, and squash supple-
mented a subsistence diet that remained heavily depend-
ent on wild plant and animal life. This new subsistence
element led to the development of larger and more perm-
anent villages along the coastal plain and fertile terraces
inland along rivers. Examples of such sites could be found
along the Pawtuxet River. Many other Woodland village
sites have undoubtedly been destroyed during the recent

historical era, since colonial farmers favored the same
locations for their settlements. Nevertheless, Woodland
Indians also had their seasonal camps for spring fishing,
summer shellfish harvesting, and winter hunting.

The plague of 1616-1617 struck the coastal tribes
of southeastern New England with great severity, depopu-
lating whole villages and upsetting traditional tribal bound-
aries and alliances. Both the open fields and tribal instabili-
ty were inviting for colonial settlement and eventual domin-
ion. Fort Ninigret in Charlestown and Queens Fort in near-
by Exeter represent examples of a new settlement pattern
adopted by the surviving Narragansetts for purposes of
trade and defense.

At the time the first European settlers arrived,
the Narragansett Indians lived in large, semi-permanent
coastal villages surrounded by extensive fields which had
been cleared for cultivation. The Narragansetts, members
of the large Algonquin nation, were the most populous
Indian tribe in southern New England. When the first white
settlers arrived, it is said that there were at least six Indian
villages in Cranston. One was in the Washington Park re-
gion, no longer a part of Chranston; one in Pettaconsett;
one by Randall’s Pond near today’s Thornton; and another,
called Pontiac, near Hope and Pippin Orchard Roads. Mash-
paug, in what is now Roger Williams Park, was one of the
region’s largest Indian villages and was referred to as a town
by Roger Williams. Bellefonte was known as Obbatmue’s
corn fields, named for the sachem or tribal leader of Mash-
paug. The village at Pawtuxet was led by the sachem
Socanancos.

Today, Cranston’s Indian heritage is reflected in the
many place names with Indian origins and in the oldest
local highway, the old Pequot Path that now corresponds
to Broad Street. Besides Pawtuxet, which means “falls,”
familiar names deriving from the Indians include Pettacon-
sett, referring to the bottom lands at the confluence of the
Pocasset and Pawtuxet Rivers; Pocasset meaning “‘river” or
“brook”; and Sockanosset, which derives either from the
name of the Indian sachem or from the Indian word “black”
referring to coal in the Sockanosset area. Meshanticut means
“well wooded region” and was the name by which the second
purchase from the Indians was known.




EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT

William Arnold, one of the original Providence
Proprietors, was the first Englishman to settle in what is
now Cranston. He built a home in the wilderness about a
mile north of the Pawtuxet Falls near what is today War-
wick Avenue—in 1638. Soon thereafter, three other of
Roger Williams’ followers—William Harris, William Car-
penter, and Zachariah Rhodes—settled along the fertile
meadows of the Pawtuxet River. By 1638, Rhodes and
Arnold’s brother-in-law, Stephen Arnold, had built a
gristmill near the falls and laid out the ‘“‘Arnold Road”
northward to join the Pequot Trail which led south to
Connecticut. This road today is Broad Street. William
Arnold’s son Benedict became the first governor of Rhode
Island under the charter of 1663.

Throughout the seventeenth century, the inhabi-
tants of the small village that grew up around Pawtuxet
Cove gained a reputation for independence and political
troublemaking. In 1643, some of Pawtuxet’s leading men
placed themselves and their lands under the jurisdiction
of Massachusetts. That colony had a royal charter (which
Providence lacked) and was anxious to gain a foothold on
Narragansett Bay. The Pawtuxet men worked with Massa-
chusetts in its attempt to deny the claims of Samuel Gorton
and his followers to the adjoining Shawomet Purchase in
what is today Warwick. In 1646, one of Gorton’s disciples
returned from London with explicit assurances of protec-
tion, and the Gortonians began their permanent occupation
of the land surrounding Warwick Cove. The Pawtuxet men
persisted in their affiliation with Massachusetts until a show
of force by the Rhode Island government in 1658 made
them lose interest in alliance with the neighboring colony.

Rival claims by Massachusetts touched off another
even more long-standing conflict centering on Pawtuxet.
In order to counter Massachusetts’ expansion into the area
around modern-day Woonsocket, William Harris, one of the
original Providence Proprietors, claimed that the original
Providence Purchase extended far into the interior. Roger
Williams bitterly objected to what he considered a selfish
landgrab, defrauding the Indians. The quarrel focused not
on Providence but on Pawtuxet, because its boundaries
had never been clearly defined and its extension was what
Harris really sought. These considerations resulted in con-
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Fig. 6:  Map of Pawtuxet (1661).
flict between the Pawtuxet men and Warwick, which auto-
matically became Williams’ ally.

Although Roger Williams held that Pawtuxet included
only a few square miles, Harris contended that it extended
twenty miles inland like the rest of the original purchase.
He also insisted that the stream used to define the bound-
ary was the south branch of the Pawtuxet, the Flat River,
and so his definition of Pawtuxet included all of modern
Cranston, most of Johnston, Scituate, and Foster; plus
half of Coventry and part of West Warwick. The reason for
the passions that underlay the controversy are evident.
If the original purchase was as vast as Harris insisted, he and
others of the original thirteen who had bought up addition-
al rights would hold tremendous duchies, while Williams
had intended that land to be set aside as reserve for new
refugees from religious persecution.

The conflict, as complex as it was bitter, lasted half
a century, being resolved piecemeal after the two pro-
tagonists’ deaths in the 1680s. It was not until 1714 that
the issue was finally concluded; the Pawtuxet claimants
settled for a large tract comprising what is now the western
half of Cranston and the southern part of Johnston.

Little physical evidence of the early settlers survives.
Their homes were undoubtedly small and crudely built by
later standards. Each probably consisted of one room,
perhaps two or three at the most, framed with heavy
timbers, enclosed by rough vertical planking, and centered
around a stone chimney. These spaces were low and dark,
natural light coming from only a few tiny windows of cloth
or oiled paper.




Fig. 7:
The conflict between the Indians and the English
known as King Philip’s War destroyed almost all of the
buildings west of Narragansett Bay. Although Rhode Is-
land was not initially involved, due to its long-standing
good relations with the Indians, the war spread south
into the colony, especially after the Narragansetts agreed
to aid the Wampanoags. Most of the settlers fled to Aquid-
neck Island, abandoning their homesites. All but one build-
ing in Cranston was burned to the ground. William Harris’
son Toleration, who remained in Cranston, was traveling
to his gristmill when he was killed by an Indian war party.
In another incident, the entire Budlong family was wiped
out, except three-year-old John who was kidnapped and
later ransomed. The only structure in Cranston to survive
King Philip’s War was the long, low, one-and-a-half-story
building above Oaklawn known as the Long House, which
survived until the middle of this century.

Arthur Fenner’s house west of Thornton, built in
1655, was one of thirteen ‘‘garrison houses” located
throughout Rhode Island during the confrontation with
the Indians. Burned in 1676 and rebuilt the following
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Thomas Fenner House (1677); 1580 Plainfield Pike; turn-of-the-century view ; photograph c. 1900.
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year, it had diamond-shaped panes of glass, one of which
is now at the Rhode Island Historical Society. In 1887,
the building collapsed from neglect.

Still standing on the Plainfield Pike is the house
that Arthur Fenner built for his son Thomas in 1677
immediately following the suspension of the war with the
Indians. Although later enlarged, this house originally
had only one room on the ground floor, one on the second
floor and an unfinished garret. It was built with a pilastered
stone chimney at the north end; its top has since been re-
built in brick following the original pilastered form. Despite
the changes, the system of framing in the original part of
the house is intact. The accompanying drawing removes
the alterations to present the “loer” floor as Thomas Fen-
ner knew it. Antoinette Downing, commenting in The
Early Homes of Rbode Island in 1937, declared that
“the Thomas Fenner House is the best example of a one-
room two story stone-end house remaining in the state.”
As such it is an unusual and valuable part not only of
Cranston’s heritage but of the history of early construc-
tion in New England.
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Fig. 8: Floor plan of the Thomas Fenner House (1677); drawing,
1890.
Fig. 9: Original fireplace of Thomas Fenner House (1677); 1580

Plainfield Pike; drawing, 1890s.




Cranston’s other remaining seventeenth-century
“stone-ender’” is the Edward Searle House in Oaklawn
Village, known originally as Searle’s Corners. Edward
Searle was the son-in-law of Thomas Ralph, one of the
Meshanticut Purchasers, and acquired land within the Pur-
chase in 1671. Like all the residents of Cranston, Searle
had to rebuild after King Philip’s War, and in 1677 he con-
structed a one-and-a-half-story gable-roofed ‘‘stone-ender”
at what is now 109 Wilbur Avenue and today stands on the
ell on the larger eighteenth-century house built by 1722.

The end of the seventeenth century saw settlement all
across present-day Cranston. Nicholas Sheldon owned 3000
acres in the north-central part of town, while Stukeley
Westcott’s holdings stretched from Sockanosset to present-
day Knightsville. The Knight family owned land in the
northwestern corner of Cranston as it does today, while
the Potters settled in the south-central area near Meshanti-
cut Brook. A marker erected during the Civil War near 115
Lyndon Road, opposite Roger Williams Park, marks the
site of the Carpenter farm. The Stone family in 1696 pur-
chased thirty acres off present-day Pontiac Road from the
Potter family and began settlement of the area that eventu-
ally became known as Stoneville. John Herrod settled
near the brook that would bear his name throughout most
of the eighteenth century until it became known as the
Furnace Hill Brook.

By 1708, the Randalls had erected a “mansion
house” at the site of the present Saint Mary’s Church,
and at about that time the small Ralph House, still stand-
ing at 492 Oaklawn Avenue, was built. In 1715, Andrew
Harris, grandson of William, established his “middle farm”’
in what is now the Woodbridge section of Cranston. By
1718, Roger Burlingame had erected a large house, thirty-
by-sixty feet, two-and-a-half stories high, on Phenix
Avenue, which was destroyed in 1855. Its chimney re-
mained until 1912. Another early chimney, that of the
old 1700 King homestead, survived as a landmark on Oak-
lawn Avenue until 1938. The house erected by Fidelio
Fenner just above Thornton between 1718 and 1725
fared better, surviving until 1957.

Fig. 10: A 19th-century view of Middle F,

Fig. 11:

Edward Searle House (1677); 109 Wilbur Avenue. Two-
story paortion added to “stone-ender” by 1727.
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arm, established by Andrew Harris in 1715 in what is now the Woodbridge section; demolished.
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Fig. 12:

Thomas Ralph House (c. 1708 et seq.); 492 Oaklawn
Avenue.




Almost every part of Cranston has one house still
standing from the first half of the eighteenth century.
In Pawtuxet two two-and-a-half-story, gable-roofed frame
structures, the Remington Arnold House at 12 Bridge
Street and the Elisha Smith House at 2154 Broad Street,
date from c. 1740. The John Burton House, a small gam-
brel-roofed house at 421 Comstock Parkway, was built
around 1743, perhaps originally as a ‘“‘stone-ender.” Still
standing, though altered, is the two-and-a-half-story Dyer
House (1732) at the Pocasset Cemetery on Dyer Avenue.

The eighteenth century also witnessed the organi-
zation of a number of religious congregations and the
erection of churches to house them. A large number of
Cranston residents were Quakers. Their meeting centered
around the Burlingame House and the Potter family home-
stead (Rivulet Farm, which stood on Natick Avenue just
south of Oaklawn) where gatherings were held from 1711
to 1729. The famous Quaker leader George Fox spoke
to this meeting in 1672; in 1729, a meetinghouse was
erected on the site of the present Oaklawn Community
Baptist Church. Of very simple design and barn-like
frame construction, it was the sixth built in Rhode Is-
land. The meetinghouse made Searle’s Corners the cen-
ter of religious and social life in western Cranston. Anna
Jenkins, a noted Quaker, lived in Cranston from 1816 to
1823 and often visited the building which, though moved
back to make way for the present church, survived until 1956.

At least three other churches existed in Cranston
in the eighteenth century. The Pawtuxet Baptist Church,
Cranston’s oldest on-going congregation, was founded in
1764. A Baptist church was built in 1764 at the corner of
Pontiac and Sockanosset Roads, and another, a small one-
room structure, gave its name to Church Brook near what is
now Gammino’s asphalt and crushed-stone plant in central
Cranston.

With increased settlement, improvements to local
roads became necessary. A bridge over the falls at Paw-
tuxet was voted by the Providence town council in 1711
and erected in 1714. Also between 1711 and 1714, a road
from Providence to Norwich, Connecticut, was laid out. This
road, which became the Providence and Norwich Turnpike in
1794, is now known as Plainfield Pike. In 1717, the road
“towards Meshanituct’ (present Cranston Street) was begun
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Fig. 13: Remington Arnold House (c. 1730); 12 Bridge Street,
Pawtuxet.

Fig. 15: John Burton House (c. 1743); 421 Comstock Parkway.

from Providence. This road became the Monkeytown Road
because from the early eighteenth century Knightsville was
inexplicably referred to as Monkeytown. In 1731, Peter Burl-

Fig. 14: Elisha Smith House (c. 1740); 2154 Broad Street; 20th-
century storefront.

Fig. 16: Quaker Meeting House (1729); behind the Oaklawn Com-
munity Baptist Church (1879); Wilbur Avenue, Oaklawn;
late 19th-century view.

ingame laid out the Middle Road, now Pontiac Road, and, in

1747, the town council of Providence appointed Burlingame,

John Gorton, and William Burton to lay out Scituate Avenue.




INCORPORATION

Despite improved roads, it remained a tremendous
inconvenience for Cranston residents to travel all the way
into Providence for town meetings, to attend court, or to
record land sales or wills with the town clerk. Efforts at
separation began as early as 1660 when the first petition
was presented to set off the area as a new town, separate
from Providence, which at that time included all of present-
day Providence County. Such petitions failed again and
again. One reason for repeated failure was the apparent
lack of unanimity among the residents. Reflecting the geo-
graphic divisions within the area, some wanted to call the
town Mashpaug, others Meshanticut, and still others wanted
to take part of Warwick and name the new town Pawtuxet.

In 1732, several new townships were being carved out,

of Providence, reflecting the general development of the
hinterland. At that time an attempt to set off Cranston
almost succeeded, but those who opposed it were again
able to manipulate the dissent over what name to give
the new town and once more forestall the separation.
Yet the growth of the area and its institutions made sep-
aration almost inevitable, and, in 1752, the issue of division
was renewed. In 1753-1754, a petition was laid before the
General Assembly. A way out of the morrass of name
selection was found when an English name, Lynn, was
chosen. It was apparently selected because many of the
original settlers of Cranston had come from Lynn, Massa-
chusetts. The name was thus a neutral, or perhaps even
unifying, factor in the effort to establish a new town.

Even more important, it seems, were the ministra-
tions of the Speaker of the House of Representatives at
that time, Thomas Cranston. The original document of in-
corporation has a line drawn through Lynn and the name
Cranston substituted in its place. The history books have
assumed that the town was named for Samuel Cranston,
who served as Governor of the colony for twenty-nine
years and who was instrumental in establishing the final
boundaries of the Pawtuxet Purchase in 1714. It seems
more likely that it was Samuel’s son Thomas whom the
town was honoring. There is ample evidence for this re-
vision. The Cranston family was from Newport and in
1754 Samuel had been dead twenty-seven years. So it seems
unlikely his name would have been picked at the last min-

Fig. 17: Squire William Burton House, or the 'Rose Cottage (c. 1720); Wilbur Avenue, Oaklawn; demolished for construction of Route 295.

ute, while it seems highly probable that in the course of
political give and take the role of the current Speaker of
the House would have been very important. On the first
page of Cranston’s first town Record Book, there is the
inscription ‘“‘the gift of Thomas Cranston to the town
called Cranston in the county of Providence, 1754.” The
towns of Foster, Johnston, Burrillville and Hopkinton
were named for local politicians and, like Thomas Cranston,
Theodore Foster also presented a record book to the town
bearing his name.

There were 1,460 inhabitants in Cranston at the time
of its incorporation, fully one third the total population of
Providence. The first town meeting took place on June 25,
1754, in the meadow behind William Burton’s house, the
Rose Cottage, which stood in the center of Oaklawn until
its recent destruction for the construction of Route 295.

Town records indicate that early town meetings
were concerned largely with taxes, discipline, health, and
the care of the poor. In 1755 a pair of stocks was built
by Jonathon Kinhg behind Caleb Arnold’s house at the

expense of the town. Arnold’s tavern, on Phenix Road be-
yond the present Atwood Avenue, was one of several
used throughout the eighteenth century for town meet-
ings. The others included Nehemiah Knight’s Tavern,
at the junction of the Monkeytown Road and the road
to Pawtuxet, and Jeremiah Williams’ tavern at the site
of the present William A. Briggs School. The use of vari-
ous buildings for town meetings was natural in a town of
separate villages clustered without a central focal point.

The town council reimbursed those inhabitants
who cared for the poor on behalf of the community—Jere-
miah Field, for example, received four shillings for caring
for an indigent Indian child. When, in 1760, Abraham
Lockwood came down with smallpox at the house of
Jeremiah Westcott (at 200 Sockanosset Cross Road), the
town council decided to isolate both men and their fami-
lies at the home of Samuel Ralph. In a spirit of humani-
tarianism, on August 22, 1767, the town obtained a Black
slave named Jack and gave him his freedom a week later,
an act of which late nineteenth-century historians writing
Just after the Civil War were understandably proud.
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CRANSTON IN THE REVOLUTION

As elsewhere in America, dramatic and far-reaching
events soon began to attract the attention of Cranston’s
townspeople. After the June, 1772, burning of the Gaspee
off Namgquit Point (now Gaspee Point in the Warwick
section of Pawtuxet) the ship’s wounded captain, Lieu-
tenant Dudingston, was brought to the Joseph Rhodes
House which stood on Stillwater Avenue (now Ocean
Avenue) in Pawtuxet.

This prelude to revolution was followed by a series
of acts against British sovereignty. In June, 1774, Crans-
ton’s town council adopted a resolution concerning the
“distressed state of America,” caused by the British block-
ade of the port of Boston. That September a committee
was established to collect donations for the poor of Boston
“now suffering in the glorious cause of liberty”’; fat cattle
were later sent. In March, 1775, the town placed itself in
the hands of the Continental Congress.

After the bombardment of Bristol on October 7,
1775, forts were ordered built on the west side of the
Providence River, and a watchhouse, eight feet by twelve
feet, was built on Long Neck in Pawtuxet near number
52 Fort Avenue. The small gambrel-roofed house at 69 Fort
Avenue was reconstructed in 1865 from timbers taken from
the old guardhouse. In December of 1776, the Pawtuxet
Rangers, who had been chartered in 1774, went on duty
at the fort manning two eight-pound cannon; two nine-
pound guns were added in 1778. The Rangers went on to
serve at the battle of Rhode Island in 1778 and probably
fought at Saratoga as well. Two British cannon, retrieved
by the Rangers at Saratoga, are presently on display at the
Newport Artillery Company.

Christopher Lippitt, whose handsome house still
stands at 1231 Hope Road on Lippitt Hill in western
Cranston, served as Major-General of the Rhode Island
militia. In addition to the role the townsmen played in the
Revolution, Cranston’s natural resources constituted
an important part of Rhode Island’s contribution to the
war effort. In 1767, Jeremiah Burlingame had contracted
with a group of men including Stephen Hopkins and the
Brown family of Providence to work the iron bed on his
property. The ore from the Cranston bed was transported
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Fig. 18: Map by Anne K. Brown and Howard C. Rice of Rochambeau’s march from Providence to Waterman’s Tavern in Coventry en route to
Yorktown. The troops left Providence via present-day Cranston Street, turning onto Scituate Avenue at Knightsville which is indicated

on the map as “‘Among town,” a corruption of “Monkey town,” an early description of Knightsville.

to the Hope Furnace in Scituate and used to manufacture
cannonballs throughout the Revolutionary War.

Despite the patriotic fervor of the majority of the
townspeople, there was in Cranston, as elsewhere, a seg-
ment of the population which resisted the Revolution.
Deacon Anthony Potter closed his church on Church
Brook above Oaklawn because the congregation insisted

on praying for the king of England. Recruiting was diffi-
cult and constant. The town council provided a bounty
for volunteers, and citizens were encouraged to enlist
any mulattos, Indians, or Blacks they owned. Christopher
Lippitt himself was offered immunity from further expense
4in raising troops if his slave, Prince, enlisted and passed
muster.
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The difficulty of recruting in Cranston derived from
two sources. Cranston had many Quakers who opposed
fighting on principle and many farmers who hesitated
for pragmatic reasons. Leaving the farm was a real hard-
ship, despite the formation of a committee to ensure that
soldiers’ families did not lack necessities.

In fact, the Revolution affected the daily lives of the
people more than any war since. During the summer of
1776, committees were established to regulate the price
of commodities, and rationing was in effect for much of
the war. A test of loyalty was composed which decreed
that anyone not subscribing to the loyalty oath would
be deprived of his share of the salt belonging to the town.
Cranston was obliged by the council of war to supply the
army at Providence and Pawtuxet with sixteen cords of
wood weekly. A heavy burden, ninety-five men had to be
appointed to furnish the wood and seventeen were neces-
sary to cart it to the army.

Although the impact of the war was felt daily in
Cranston, probably the most dramatic single event was
the march of Rochambeau’s army on June 18, 1781,
through the town en route to what proved to be the de-
cisive battle at Yorktown. Rochambeau and six thousand
French troops had occupied Newport for almost a year,
waiting for an opportunity to assist George Washington.
The British had blockaded the mouth of Narragansett
Bay, allowing the French only occasional opportunities
to attack.

When the decision was made to join Washington’s
troops by an overland march, the orders were recorded
thus:

Coming out of Providence, take the Monkey town
(Moncheytown, Mount Kitown, Amoungtown) Road
leaving on the road to Hartford via Angell’s Tavern.
Reaching Monkey town which is a cluster of a few
houses, first pass on the left a road going to Paw-
tuxet. Leaving the one you are on which goes to
Greenwich, you turn right.

One mile from Monkey town you leave the Cranston
farm on the left, then continue about five miles over
level but stony grounds.

In present-day terms, the troops marched from
Providence along Cranston Street to Knightsville, where
they headed west on Phenix Avenue to Scituate Avenue.
Five houses remain that witnessed that historic march—all
small gambrel-roofed houses standing on the south side
of Scituate Avenue west of its intersection with Phenix

Avenue.

Fig. 19: Scituate Avenue; Knightsville Corner; photograph, 1910. A late 19th-century view of two of the houses that still remain along Ro-

With repeated outbreaks of smallpox in 1776, 1777,
and 1778, the war years were difficult ones indeed. The
town council met frequently during the Revolution, usually
to deal with the particular crises and their financial rami-
fications. By the close of hostilities the town was bank-
rupt.

chambeau’s march route. The two most popular building types from the early- and mid-18th-century are illustrated: a broad-pitched
gable-roofed house in the foreground and the gambrel-roofed Nathan Westcott House beyond it. Just behind the Westcott House is the

roof of the Joy H d. These h

were among the collection of 18th-century houses that came to be known as Joytown.




A NEW TOWN IN A NEW REPUBLIC

After the Revolution, the people of Cranston lost no
time demonstrating their steadfast independence. In
November of 1782 they had voted against the proposed
impost on imports and exports that Congress had advanced
as a way to raise badly needed funds. In 1784, Pawtuxet re-
peated its effort to separate from the town and was again
defeated. The town voted unanimously against the federal
Constitution in 1787, and in 1796 the town’s state repre-
sentatives refused for a month to go to Providence to join
the state legislature in apportioning new taxes.

The years following the Revolution were ones of
change in Cranston. Many of the town’s young residents
moved west to New York and Pennsylvania, and as a result
the population had actually declined at the time of the
1800 census. For those who remained, the postwar years
were ones of significant prosperity both for Cranston’s
agricultural majority and the mercantile port of Pawtuxet.

From early in the eighteenth century, Pawtuxet
Village had thrived as both a trading and manufacturing
center and served as a popular stop on the old Post Road
running south into Connecticut. Over thirty-five houses
from before 1820 remain on both sides of the falls at
Pawtuxet. Four- or five-bay frame structures usually two-
and-a-half stories high with gable roofs and central
chimneys line Broad Street and Post Road as well as the
few smaller streets off them. Their similar massing, scale,
and material, as well as their uniform setback from the
street and compact relationship to one another, suggest
the early nineteenth-century quality and form of the
village. On the Cranston side of the bridge, the Remington
Arnold House (c. 1740, 12 Bridge Street) exhibits a fine
pedimented doorway with a pierced fanlight which char-
acterized many Pawtuxet entrances from 1785 to 1810.
A good example from the Federal period is the G. S.
Tucker House (c. 1790, 27 Tucker Street) which was
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Fig. 20: *‘The Falls at Pawtuxet”; a mid-19th century engraving illustrating the C. and W. Rhodes Mill and the steeple of the second Pawtuxet

Baptist Church, demolished in 1895 for the present structure.

originally built on Broad Street and moved to its present
location in the late 1890s. The Tucker House is one of two
in the entire city with a central-hall plan and end chimneys.
It is unique in being Cranston’s only brick-ender, the end
walls constructed of brick which incorporate the chimneys.

The Cranston side of Pawtuxet has suffered most from
modern development—*“rapidly erasing the vestiges of the
village’s visual character,” as the 1973 historical report
commented. Unfortunately, commercial pressures remain
high, resulting in continuing deterioration.




AGRICULTURE

In contrast, western Cranston still contains a number
of individual houses and entire farmsteads that evoke the
quality of the landscape as it looked in the early years of
the nineteenth century. Some of Cranston’s finest Federal
houses were built as farmhouses. The Henry Baker House
at 651 Natick Road, built in 1809, the Sheldon House at
358 Scituate Avenue, built in 1804, and the Pryor House
at 755 Scituate Avenue, built in 1800, were each the focus
of large farms. These farms and others like them on Phenix
Avenue, Hope Road, Pippin Orchard Road, and the Plain-
field Pike consisted of acres of cultivated fields. Numerous
outbuildings were clustered around the farmhouse. Barns
(often built into the side of a hill), wagon sheds, chicken
coops, wood sheds, occasionally a milkhouse or icehouse
and sometimes a root cellar, defined the heart of the farm-
stead just as the dry-laid field-stone walls defined the bound-
aries of the property. Silos, introduced in the late nineteenth
century, complete the picturesque quality of rural Crans-
ton. Today the gently rolling hills of western Cranston
remained dotted by clusters of frame structures enclosed by
stone walls and bisected by winding roads, many of which
retain their original contours and widths. The landscape of
western Cranston not only reflects the agricultural origins
of the city; it represents a variety and quality not found in
most suburbs.

Ornament in buildings became more elaborate in the
Federal period, and builders turned to “pattern books”
which gave practical information as well as plates of door-
ways and mantels that were often included in rural
dwellings. Exemplifying this is the house (1281 Hope
Road) Christopher Lippitt built for his son William in 1798,
which has an elegant fanlight typical of the Federal style—
the finest in the city. The Potter-Remington House at 571
Natick Avenue (1796), owned in the early nineteenth cen-
tury by Thomas Remington, one of the town’s wealthiest
citizens, provides a good example of vernacular interpretat-
tion of high-style idioms; the parlor mantel includes a row
of panels imitating fluted pilasters.

Post-Revolutionary prosperity stimulated a wave of
new road improvements throughout New England, most
especially in the construction of privately financed toll
roads. In Cranston, the Coventry and Cranston Turnpike
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Fig. 23: Mantle of the Potter-Remington House (c. 1795); 571
Natick Avenue; note colloquial handling of classical
detailing.

was founded in 1813 to link the mills at Anthony and

Washington in Coventry to Phenix Avenue. In 1819, a

road, now Park Avenue, was laid out to connect the

Monkeytown Road to the Pawtuxet Highway. The fol-

lowing year, the New London Turnpike began operations

along what is today Reservoir Avenue. One of the last
initiated in the region, the New London Turnpike was
chartered to construct a direct through highway from

Providence to New London. One coach a day made the

trip from 1820 to 1828; two coaches a day departed from

1828 to 1837.
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Fig. 24: Gorton Arnold Stand (c. 1860); Reservoir Avenue, Oak-
lawn; demolished mid-1920s.

In exchange for constructing the road, the turnpike
company was entitled to charge tolls at regular intervals
along the way. Tolls were collected in Cranston at the
Sandy Fenner Hotel at the corner of Park Avenue and
Reservoir Avenue, as well as at the Andrews-Barney Tavern
and the original Gorton Arnold stand, both located near
the intersection of present-day Routes 2 and 5 (until they
were demolished in the middle of this century). The coming
of railroads in the 1830s meant the end of this turnpike,
which was eventually turned over to the towns it ran
through.
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KNIGHTSVILLE

Set at the approximate center of Cranston, by the
intersection of several main roads, Knightsville began to
emerge as the town’s civic center shortly after the turn
of the nineteenth century. The use of Nehemiah Knight’s
Tavern for town meetings and the importance of his
family’s role in town and state government made Knights-
ville a natural political center. Knight served as town clerk
from 1773 to 1800, and as U.S. Congressman from 1803 to
1808; his son Nehemiah R. Knight was governor of Rhode
Island (1817-1821) and served in the U.S. Senate from
1821 to 1841. Jeremiah Knight, Jr., succeeded his uncle,
serving as town clerk from 1803 to 1821.

Although the historic character of Knightsville is
gone, a few key early structures remain. In 1807, the mem-
bers of the Cranston Benevolent Baptist Society petitioned

the legislature to organize a lottery for the erection of a
meetinghouse in Knightsville to serve as the society’s
church and the town meeting place. The two-and-a-half-
story frame building, which still stands as the Knightsville-
Franklin Church at 67 Phenix Avenue, was built in the fall
and winter of 1807 by Joseph Searle, a member of the con-
gregation who owned a sawmill on Hope Road. Altered in
1841 with the addition of Greek Revival detailing to its
two entrances, the building remained Cranston’s town
meeting place for almost fifty years.

Cranston’s first bank was established in the Knights-
ville home of Jeremiah Knight in 1818. Though somewhat
altered, this two-and-a-half-story central-chimney building
remains at 275 Phenix Avenue, at the corner of Scituate
Road. Throughout the first half of the nineteenth century,
Knightsville continued to grow, due both to its role as
civic center and its proximity to the emerging industrial
centers at Spragueville and Dugaway Hill.

Fig. 25: Knightsville-Franklin Church, formerly Knightsville Meeting House (1807); 67 Phenix Avenue.
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EARLY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Cranston’s earliest industries were those traditionally
associated with agriculture. Gristmills and sawmills dotted
the countryside. Cuffy, a former slave of Edward Searle,
operated a gristmill along the Meshanticut Brook; a stone
from that mill lies beside the Oaklawn Public Library. In
the second quarter of the nineteenth century, Henry Jordan
operated a large sawmill, the stone ruins of which remain at
the northeast corner of Scituate Avenue and Pippin
Orchard Road. A distillery existed in the seventeenth cen-
turn in Pawtuxet, giving its name to Stillhouse Cove.
Descendants of William Harris operated a potash lot from
1780 to 1860 on the west side of the Pocasset River op-
posite where the Cranston Print Works stands today. The
Joy family, living at the foot of Dugaway Hill, were tan-
ners for many generations.

Early nonagricultural industry consisted primarily of
the extraction of natural resources. The granite on Richard
Fenner’s farm in Arlington was excellent for paving blocks,
and quarrying began there in 1820. For the remainder of
the nineteenth century, stone from Arlington was used in
construction and for paving blocks in Providence and other
nearby communities. The site of Fenner’s ledge is today
marked by the Arlington Housing for the Elderly.

The extraction of iron ore remained a major activity
until the middle of the nineteenth century, and a small
village of workers’ houses grew up around Ore Bed Four
Corners—the intersection of Phenix Avenue and Hope
Road. Only two of these modest houses, constructed by c.
1830, remain—at 1398 and 1402 Phenix Avenue.

All these early, small-scale, industrial and quasi-
industrial activities were overshadowed in the early nine-
teenth century by the coming of the textile industry. Based
on the factory system, the American textile industry—
which was born in Rhode Island—sparked the beginning of
the American Industrial Revolution. Rhode Island became
the nation’s most industrialized state. Even an agricultural
town like Cranston became the site of important mills; in
1820 there were already seven cotton factories and three
woolen-goods mills in operation. The reason was simple:
early textile mills, like gristmills and sawmills, utilized
waterpower sites on small rivers and streams; Cranston,
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Fig. 26: Bellefonte Mill Village, known as the Black Village (early 19th century); originally part of the C. and W. Rhodes textile empire,
the Turkey Red Dye Company. In 1911 the Imperial Printing and Finishing Company was established here.

it

much of the complex was burned in 1870. It was acquired the following year by
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like other rural towns, attracted these new enterprises.
Many, of course, replaced or were located beside pre-
existing gristmills or sawmills.

There were four main sites of textile manufacture
in Cranston, each located beside a waterfall-Pawtuxet,
Fiskeville, Dugaway Hill, and the famous Cranston Print
Works.

Christopher and William Rhodes had built a textile
mill south of the Pawtuxet Bridge in Warwick by 1800; it
was one of the earliest in the state. A three-story mill con-
structed by the new C. and W. Manufacturing Company was
erected in 1810 on the northwest side of the bridge, over-
hanging the banks of the Pawtuxet; it burned in 1875. This
company was the first to loom broadcloth in America. It
later extended its operations to Natick, Albion, Wickford,
and Connecticut. In Cranston, the firm expanded naturally
into the Bellefonte section, where it was bought in 1871 by
the Turkey Red Dye Company, which reputedly made the
only dye of its kind in the world. Although an entire village
of workers’ housing once served the Bellefonte mill com-
plex, the only reminder of that establishment today is an
early twentieth-century brick mill and a road named Mill
Street.

Industry also came early to Fiskeville. In 1812, Dr.
Caleb Fiske built a long, wooden-frame cotton mill on the
Scituate side of the river. Two years later, what is today
Hog Pen Brook was dammed to form a pond around which
the village grew. The two finest homes of Fiskeville—one
built for Dr. Fiske, the other for Doctor Daniel Baker in
1815—are no longer standing, but the small workers’
houses on both Hope Road and Main Street, frequently
disguised behind tar paper or aluminum siding, indicate
the evolution of the village. The earliest and smallest houses
stand along Hope Road in Cranston and along the river in
Scituate. The latter are particularly unusual stone struc-
tures. A pair of one-and-a-half-story, frame double houses,
seven-bays wide, remain at 221-225 and 369-371 Main
Street and represent the more typical approach to workers’
housing. Those in the Greek Revival style further north on
Main Street probably date from the 1840s.

A stone mill was constructed at Dugaway Hill by
1829; in the 1850s it was called the Rhode Island Print
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Fig. 27: Rhode Island Print Works, later Vigorine Manufacturing Company (c. 1829); Scituate Avenue; demolished, c. 1950. The print works
flourished from 1855 to 1865; later the building was used as a pickle factory, hat factory, and cider press.

Works. Far less well known than the Cranston Print Works
three miles away, the Rhode Island Print Works flourished
from 1855 to 1865. It declined thereafter as the result of
fires and stiff competition, and was used variously as a
pickle factory, hat factory, and cider press. It was de-
molished about 1950.

Other smaller buildings were constructed to house
processes related to textiles. An early fulling mill wasi
built in Fiskeville where the hand cloth of neighborhood
women was pulled, shrunk, and dressed. The wadding mill
constructed in Meshanticut in 1813 by Stephen and
Stuckley Turner still stands as the Potter-Rathbun Organ
Company at 463 Oaklawn Avenue. Stuckley Turner later
moved the company to Olneyville in Providence where he
continued the business as S. & S. Turner. The old furnace
at Phenix and Natick Avenues was converted into a dye-
house in the 1820s. It served briefly as the workshop of
the well-known Cranston pewterer George Richardson,
in the 1840s. In 1855, it was called the Cranston Furnace
and in 1862 the Cranston Foundry. By the 1890s the entire
complex had fallen into disrepair.

Fig. 28:

Turner Wadding Mill, now the Potter-Rathbun Organ
Company (1813); 463 Oaklawn Avenue.




THE SPRAGUES

By far the most famous and most important of
Cranston’s industries was the Cranston Print Works, owned
by the Sprague family. It was the hub of an industrial em-
pire that, by the 1860s, reached from Maine to North
Carolina. The Print Works began in 1807 when William
Sprague decided, like many others, to convert his gristmill
on the banks of the Pocasset River into a small cotton mill
for carding and spinning cotton yarn. It contained no
sophisticated machinery; the cotton was spun into coarse
yarn and woven on home looms by women in the area. A
fire in 1813 destroyed this first structure, and it was re-
placed by a larger stone mill. Several factors contributed to
its success. Sprague had an extraordinary ability with
machinery as did his son William, who utilized water-driven
power looms on a large scale. That innovation meant
lowered production costs and increased output and signaled
the extension of the factory system to all aspects of textile
production.

The Sprague family was also the first in the nation to
print calico, and they pioneered in chemical bleaching.
Thus, in addition to producing cotton, the Spragues, trail-
blazers in the industry, also printed it. The result was enor-
mous financial success. In 1821, Sprague was able to pur-
chase half the waterpower at Natick Falls (the other half
belonging to Christopher and William Rhodes) where over
the next fourteen years he built five mills with almost 450
looms. William Sprague quickly became one of the leading
men of Rhode Island. He ran for governor in 1832 on a
strong anti-Masonic plank, but was defeated.

Upon William’s death in 1836, his two sons, Amasa
and William II, took over the business, retitling it the
A. & W. Sprague Company. Amasa was the senior partner
and supervised the Print Works, where he improved the old
indigo blues for which the company was famous. Stim-
ulated by the protective tariff of 1828, the firm continued
to prosper. Each brother was elected to the state legislature.
Amasa, however, concentrated on running the family
business while William II devoted most of his efforts to
politics and elective office. William II served as a U.S.
Representative in 1837, Governor in 1838, and United
States Senator during 1842-1843. His career was cut short
by Amasa’s murder on December 31, 1843. William II re-

signed the Senate, returned to Cranston, and took on
management of the company.

Under William Sprague II's leadership, the company
of A. & W. Sprague expanded to include the villages of
Quidnick in Coventry and Centerville, River Point, Cromp-
ton, and Arctic in West Warwick. After his death in 1856,
William II's son Byron sold his shares in the business
to Amasa’s two sons, another pair named William and
Amasa, and they controlled the operation. It was under
their tenure that the company reached it apex. The years
1858-1864 saw the biggest changes at the Print Works,
which by then was so well known that when Cranston was
referred to, it more often meant the village at the Print
Works, sometimes also called Spragueville, than the town
proper.

The originial buildings of the Cranston Print Works
were erected furthest north and closest to the millpond
and waterfall. The earliest remaining industrial building is
a flat-roofed, three-story, rubble-stone structure on the
western side of Dyer Avenue near the pond, likely dating
from the 1840s. In 1825, a church, now the Cranston
Historical Society meetinghouse, was constructed for
workers, and in 1844 a row of workers’ double houses was
built in the Greek Revival style on both sides of Dyer
Avenue. These houses, virtually identical, are articulated
by pilasters, pronounced door entablatures, and shed dor-

Fig. 29: Cranston Print Works Houses (1844); Dyer Avenue.
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Fig. 30: Map illustrating Cranston Print Works in 1870 after
1864 expansion; map, 1870.

mers and, taken together, create one of the city’s most
impressive streetscapes. Other Sprague operatives lived in
the cluster of mill houses on Howard Street in what was
called Bull Town, in reference to the English ancestry of
the supervisors who resided there. In 1863-1864, the large
four-story mill with its bell tower ninety feet high was
built, as was the company “brick store” opposite the
mansion. A fifty-by-one-hundred-foot reservoir was con-
structed on Laurel Hill and a mile-and-a-half of pipes
brought water to every point in the plant.
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Fig. 31: Governor Sprague Mansion (c. 1790; 1864); 1351 Cranston Street.

At the heart of the Print Works Village was the
Sprague family’s mansion. Originally built c. 1790, the
original house was expanded east in the early nineteenth
century. The present doorway, with its segmental transom
and sidelights, probably dates from this enlargement. In
1864, at the height of their fortunes, the Sprague family
erected the two-and-a-half-story three-bay addition to the
south. The addition, with its deck-on-gable roof, sur-
mounted by a belvedere, is higher than the old house,
and entry to the original building is through the landings
of the new stairway. The addition includes two large recep-
tion rooms with Italianate marble fireplaces and a hand-
some mahogany stair rail. At the time of the addition, the
large, brick carriage house was erected on Dyer Avenue,
and formal gardens were laid out behind the mansion.
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The mansion now serves as the headquarters of the
Cranston Historical Society.

Two new family residences were built as summer
houses, north and west of the print works on land now
owned by Saint Anne’s Cemetery. Although in a state of
ruin now, these two brick houses, with their brownstone
quoins, lintels, and arched doorways and their handsome
fireplaces, reveal the height of Italianate elegance to which
only the wealthiest citizens in Cranston could aspire.

The expansion of the Print Works necessitated more
housing, and Amasa Sprague II laid out a whole new village
in 1864 which became known as the White Village, due to
the color the houses were painted, and to distinguish it

from the Black Village at Bellefonte. The Print Works
Church was moved as Dyer Avenue was straightened to lead
to the new housing. Today the streetscape along Dyer
Avenue and Pine, Oak, Maple, and Cedar Streets remains
much as it was when built. Rows of closely placed, one-and-
a-half-story, gable-roofed structures, each with the clean
square lines of the Greek Revival style, present the picture
of a classic mill village, with only the Brick Store missing to
complete the picture.

The Print Works Village was indeed a classical nine-
teenth-century company town. By 1869, over 2000 em-
ployees worked at the twelve color machines and thirty-six
additional machines printing and finishing 50,000 pieces
of cloth a week. There were six engines on the premises
consuming one hundred tons of coal a day. Twenty-five
head of cattle were slaughtered each week for sale at the
company store, which also offered lamb and pork at four
or five cents a pound cheaper than the Providence market.
In 1869, the store did $400,000 worth of business in the
customary fashion of deducting the cost of purchases, along
with rent, from the workers’ paychecks.

William Sprague III was rapidly becoming as well
known as he was wealthy. Elected governor at the age
of thirty-one in April of 1861 as a fusion candidate of the
moderate pro-Union Republicans and Democrats, he was
the first man in the state to answer President Lincoln’s




call for volunteers at the start of the Civil War. He ar-
rived in Washington on May 2 in full uniform with the
Marine Flying Artillery of Rhode Island and returned
home to recruit the second Rhode Island regiment of
volunteers. That summer he took an active part in the
first Battle of Bull Run, where his horse was shot out
from under him.

Sprague cut a dashing figure as a young military hero
known throughout the North, and he became so popular
that the election of April, 1862, was uncontested and he
won all but 65 of the 11,264 votes cast. The General
Assembly that year sent him to Washington as Senator
with 92 of the 103 votes. Although he registered in the
Congressional Record as a Democrat, Sprague was con-
sidered a Republican because he so often voted with the
Republicans, supporting both the Emancipation Procla-
mation and the raising of Black troops. In fact, he spent
much of his first term of office overseeing the family
business and appeared in Washington only for the most
important votes. He was in Washington often enough,
however, to meet and court the daughter of the Chief
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, Catherine Chase.
Their wedding was the social event of the decade, costing
a reported $250,000 and was attended by President Lin-
coln, his cabinet, and many foreign ministers.

If the Civil War represented the zenith of the Sprague
family’s social, economic, and political fortunes, the De-
pression of 1873 proved its undoing. Having overextended
themselves, the Spragues were forced in October, 1873, to
suspend payments on their debts, and the business, worth
nineteen million dollars, collapsed. It was the largest busi-
ness failure in the nation’s history. Because the business
had been so successful for so long, it had been extended
considerable credit, and dozens of local business concerns,
including the Cranston Savings Bank and the Franklin
Institute for Savings, crashed with the Spragues. Move-
over, the collapse of the Sprague empire triggered a wave
of bankruptcies; in New York several banking houses
closed, including that of Jay Cooke.

In Rhode Island, a trustee, Zechariah Chafee, was
appointed by the courts to manage the company’s business.
He issued new notes, known as Sprague paper, to meet all
previous debts, but the poor economic climate made re-
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Fig. 33: Cranston Print Works (1890s); drawing by Barlow’s Insurance Co., 1890s.

viving the company impossible, and even the interest on
the Sprague notes was not paid. As a result, the creditors
took Chafee to court, and it took years of litigation to
settle the many suits arising from the business’s collapse.
The Sprague family lost control of its vast empire; the
Print Works and all their other mill villages were event-
ually sold.

The Print Works was finally acquired in 1888 by
B. B. and R. Knight, the enormous Warwick-based late
nineteenth-century firm headed by descendants of Col-
onel Christopher Lippitt. In 1920, Friedlander and Tate
acquired the Cranston Print Works. The relationship be-
tween the company and the workers remained paternal
well into the twentieth century. In 1931, steam heat and
indoor plumbing were introduced. With the coming of

World War II, the traditional arrangement ended; the
“white village” was sold, mostly to residents, in 1942.
The sale signaled the end of over a century of a paternal-
istic relationship between company and employees, and
the residents of the mill village “rejoined” the city, finally
receiving municipal services like water and road repair.

The Spragues are the best known family Cranston
has produced. Neither before nor since was there such an
accumulation of wealth, power, and influence in Cranston.
A dominant force in the development of Rhode Island
for three generations, the Spragues’ economic, political,
and social positions were of national consequence. The
physical evidence of their empire is impressive in size,
scope, and quality. Cranston is fortunate to retain so much
of this nationally important legacy.
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A TOWN DIVIDED

From its initial settlement, Cranston has been divided
by tension between its eastern and western halves. The
tension flared up regularly throughout the eighteenth
century; it continues today. At no time were the strains
between east and west more visible than in the mid-nine-
teenth century.

Throughout the second quarter of the nineteenth
century, the Elmwood section of Cranston grew and
prospered due to its proximity to rapidly expanding Prov-
idence. The most important Providence industry in the
area that was Cranston (all of present South Providence
below Dudley Street) was the provisions trade. A cluster
of slaughterhouses was built there in the early 1850s.
The first concentrated Irish settlement in what is today
South Providence occurred near the slaughterhouses and
became known as Dogtown in the mid-nineteenth century.
The commercial hub of the area was at the corner of
Dora Street, Comstock Avenue, and Prairie Avenue (named
for the route followed by the animals bound for the slaugh-
terhouses).

The urbanization of the area caused rural native-
born Cranstonians to desire its annexation by Providence,
and for several years a political juggling act took place in
Cranston, trying to balance the competing desires of the
two halves of the town. An 1854 effort to annex Elmwood
to Providence was defeated and, to assuage the more urban
population, Cranston’s town hall was moved from the
Knightsville Meeting House to a new building on Prairie
Avenue. An attempt to move the town hall back to Knights-
ville was defeated the next year, but the following year
the motion carried and the hall was moved once more. In
an attempt to make the government more workable, two
voting districts were created in 1858, onein Knightsville, the
other at the new town clerk’s office at Elmwood and Potters
Avenues. The former represented the traditional native
agrarian Republican stronghold, the latter the emerging
Irish community which supported the Democratic Party.
By 1868, the size of the Irish community developing in
Dogtown presented the Republican politicians of Cranston
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Fig. 34: Old Town Hall (1886); Knightsville;
c. 1905; demolished.

postcard view,

with the spectre of a Democrat being elected as the town’s
only senator in the state legislature, as had already hap-
pened in Providence. With the blessing of the Republican-
dominated state government, Cranston ceded what are
now Providence, South Providence, Elmwood, and Wash-
ington Park sections back to the city of Providence; this
act was the first in a series of similar moves that simul-
taneously enlarged the capital city and reinforced Repub-
lican predominance in state politics and the surrounding
rural towns.

Both the east and west districts voted for the annex-
ation, the residents of the eastern sector wanting the advan-
tages of association with the city, the voters in the west
being tired of financing improvements in the other half
of town. Almost half the residents of Cranston suddenly
became residents of Providence; the property ceded was
worth over three million dollars. The annexation left
Cranston in the awkward position of having its town hall
in another city. The offer by the Spragues to use the Brick
Store remedied the situation, and because the different
sections of town still could not agree on a new site, the
town house remained in this “temporary” quarters until
a town house was built in Knightsville in 1886.

THE TRANSFORMATION OF CRANSTON: 1865-1910

The years following the Civil War were indeed critical
in Cranston’s history. Despite the political attempt to re-
main isolated from the changes taking place in Providence,
the era witnessed the end of Cranston’s traditional role and
the birth of its present one: a suburban haven for the
middle classes who worked in Providence.

As in so many communities throughout the country,
it was the introduction of mass transportation that defini-
tively altered Cranston’s history. In 1837, the Providence
and Stonington Railroad was constructed through eastern
Cranston, and in 1852 the Hartford, Providence and Fish-
kill Railroad came through the central section of town.
Both provided commuter service to Providence. In 1865,
the Spragues organized the Union Railroad Company which
operated horsecar lines along Cranston Street to the Print
Works. A similar line was installed along Broad Street to
Pawtuxet in 1870. The old Potter homestead, Rivulet
Farm, became a stable; Green Meadow Farm, which still
exists on Hope Road, served as a pasture and stable for
horses between work periods. In 1892, electric streetcars
—which were cleaner, faster, and more efficient that horse-
drawn cars—were introduced on Broad Street. Soon there-
after, they were running down Elmwood Avenue and
Pontiac Avenue; the electric cars came to Oaklawn via
Cranston Street and Oaklawn Avenue in 1904.

The increased and simplified communication between
Providence and Cranston gradually changed the town’s
character from that of a rural farm community to an inte-
gral part of the emerging metropolitan area. In the decades
following the Civil War, such neighborhoods as Oaklawn,
Auburn, Arlington, Edgewood, Eden Park, and Meshanticut
all developed as suburban residential enclaves for people
working in Providence. The town’s population jumped from
4,311 in 1850 to 13,349 in 1900. Cranston was also the site
of the region’s reservoir, pumping station, and penal institu-
tions. The town provided numerous recreation facilities for
the diversion of the Providence population and vast truck
farms for their sustenance.




OAKLAWN

Because of their proximity to the rail lines, Oaklawn
and Auburn were the first two villages to take on the
character of residential suburbs. In 1872, Oaklawn was still
known as Searle’s Corners, a farm hamlet composed of a
church and eight houses. The village’s name was changed
to “Oak Lawn” as part of the development efforts of Job
Wilbur—whose house stands (much altered) at 104 Wilbur
Avenue—and Francis Turner—who had bought the old
Searle farm in 1849. Both men platted their land in 1872;
Wilbur calling his plot “Oak Lawn,” a name he was able
to convince railroad officials to give to the train stop and,
hence, the village. An advertisement announcing the open-
ing of the plat conveys its attraction for commuters:

Fig. 35: Oaklawn Community Baptist Church (1879); 229 Wilbur Avenue.

Oaklawn in Cranston is centrally located on the
Hartford Railroad, sixteen to eighteen minutes
ride from the (Providence city) depot. It can be
reached quickly by steam cars and the communica-
tion (commute) or quarterly fares for residents
are very low, being about the same as horse car
fares. The tract of land is high pleasant table land
about fifteen feet above the railroad, is almost
level, and its soil is excellent. . . . The need for
such a site for surburban residences, easy of access,
somewhat similar to Hyde Park near Boston, has
long been felt by the citizens of Providence.
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Fig. 36: George M. Saurin House (1888); 18 Searle Avenue.

The area grew into a small suburban village, expand-
ing along Wilbur Avenue from the focus of the railroad
station at Exchange Street to the cluster of three eight-
eenth-century gambrel houses at the intersection of Natick
Road. The community was soon able to support a new
church housing the Oak Lawn Benevolent Baptist Society.
This group had acquired the old Quaker meetinghouse in
1864 after the Quakers in Cranston, as elsewhere in the
state, declined. It was to support the new congregation that
Roby Wilbur, Job’s wife, had in 1868 originated the idea
of a May breakfast. This tradition has since been adopted
across the country and remains especially strong in Rhode
Island. Each year, on the first of May, up to one thousand
people journey to Oaklawn to participate in this traditional
springtime event.

The village continued to grow in the last quarter of
the nineteenth century, becoming a small tree-lined sub-
urban hamlet with attractive Late Victorian houses standing
behind picket fences. Many of these houses, including the
most picturesque, 18 Searle Avenue, were built by a local
carpenter, Henry Pratt, whose workshop still stands at the
corner of Vinton and Searle Avenues. Despite the loss of its
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