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Erected in 1913-19114 from deigns by James Knox l’tv].or, the
Weserly Post Office reflects the trend throughout the *fr- cades ‘Y
the XX Century for public buildings of neo-classic architectural style,
with suavity and dignity in form and--as mucl’ as possible--moriumentality
tn appearance. Steel-framed, the building is set upon a granite base
ment--itself upon a plateau above street level--and is faced on its
principal elevations with now coal-grey veined Vermont marble. It is
of truncated wedge-shape,the wider end of the wedge being asegmental
curve in sympathy with the street cnrve which it faces. The building ir
covered by a flat-topped hip roof of dull green glazed tile of the Gr
pan-and-coverpattern.

At the sidewalk, a set of wide granite steps projects convexly,
echoing the façade approached,and, flanked by acanthus-leavedcolurnn;,r
bronze lamn standards, leads to the west entrance front of the ..ost
office. This curved front, of one tall and imposing storey in he: -it,
contains a shallow portico with eight fluted Doric columns set ..riti;
between two wide terminating piers or pavilions. Within the portic
‘-r the central main entrance withbronze doors and eight very tall w -

* ios set in cast iron, mullioned frames. Above the portico runs a fu
entablature, with frieze and guttae, supporting a cornice made of
coloured, matte-glazed terra-cotta ornamentedwith spacedlions’ heads
fln its side elevations the building has six tall pilasters between ‘ric.
-‘irr, enclosing five window spaces. The rear of the building is itL
mit. architectural character, having only a loading platform and rces r
openings.

Wfthin, the front portion of the building is occupied by a ong,
-" public lobby--its inner wall also a segmentalcurve--taking u all

the spacebehind the colonnade and tail windows. The end areas l-e inQ
the ntrio are filled at one endby offices and at the other by the
rec1t,ered-mai1 department. The outer curved wall has an oval glazed
vestibule projocting inwards from the central entrance, and beneri+. t’c
of the tall windows remain original writing-desks upheld by scroll -i
brackets. The inner wall, marked off into bays by a series of s1 ntly
projectinv piers, has in its central portions the customer-servicc win
dows ar1 at the ends banks of mailing slots and delivery boxes; above
the sales windows etc. are tall, narrow-mullioned openingswhich help
light the area filling up the rear of the building--a large mail-sorti.
room.

Adornment of the interior i confined to the lobby area. Here,
the high ceiling is coffered and painted ivory, its mouldings picked-out
in gold. A plaster frieze runs around the walls below it and has tn
plyphs with metopes containing flat discs. Below this the walls are of
smooth niaster until they reach a marble wainscot. The lobby floor is

See Continuation Sheet
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7. Description.

a corrhination of terrazzo and marble. The vestibule, sales-windows,
grilles, mullions and writing desks are of cast iron elaborately ornamented
with classical motifs and painted a verdigris colour. The office areas
are very plainly treated with mahoganisedbirch woodwork.
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STATEMENTOFSIGNIFICANCE

This building is a most handsomestructure, thoughtful’.v
for it" ‘site and thereby dominating the curving intersection it n.
looks. It is--to repeat--handsome,but in an expertly understá’c.e
manner--partly due, perhaps,to governmentaleconomies and party -

to the leaning away, by 1913, from the more florid types of Leas.-l rts
o design and towards simpler classical adaptations as in the Linco3r.

Memorial. The medi’wn-sized town of Westerly was very fortunate to
receive such an example of good taste in the pre-World-War-I ye. rs c.

v is fortunate still to have this building in unspoilt condition and
setting to-day. In architectural quality it is vastly superior to T.hL

many pasteboard-colonial-style public buildings constructed during tie
l920’s-l9140’s: it has both complexion and muscle.
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1. NAME -

COMMONI United States Post Office
ANt OR HIStORIC:

2. LOCATION -- -

STREET AND NUMBER:

High and Broad Streets
CITY OR TOWN: -

Westerly
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Rhode Island Washington
PHOTO REFERENCE -

PHOTO CREDIT: Rhode Lsland Historical Preservation Commission

CODE

1

[SATE OF PHOTO: 1971
ICCATIVE FILED ATtRhocje I1ad Historical Preservation Commission,

St&te House. 9OSmitli Street. Providence. Rhode Island

View tow-ards north-west, showing entrance colonnadeand ornamental
lamp-standard.
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W LGATIVE FILED AT, Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
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Exterior seenfrom the south-east.
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