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Constance Witherby Park, given to the City of Providence in 1929
by Mr. and Mrs. S. Foster Hunt in memory of Mrs. Hunt’s daughter by her
first marriage, is a small just under 100,000 square feet neighbour
hood public park far up on Providence’s East Side and near the river
which divides the larger city from East Providence - - in a fringe arqa
of mixed residential and commercial use. It is bounded on the north
and south sides by the busy arteries of Waterman and Pitman Streets,
on the west by the rear of house properties on Cold Spring Street and
on the east by commercial or light-industry structures; and it is rec
tangular in shaper flat in terrain.

Built on filled land, it was landscaped and planted with the
guidance of the then l9Z9 parks superintendent, Ernest K. Thomas.
Intended as a recreational strolling-sitting- and play-area and as an
open-space adornment to its neighbourhood, it is very simply laid out,
without walls or even paths, and there are no flower beds. The park is
bordered b.y spaced desiduous trees, now matured, and groupings of
conifers and lower green shrubberies; such occur also in informal, ran
dom placement within the park, and here and there are benches for the
rest of strolling elders or playing children, who, together with dog-own
ers, chiefly comprise thepark’s "clientele." There is one grouping of
evergreen planting -- more concentrated than elsewhere - - near the mid
dle of the park’s north side, and this forms the surround for a bronze
statue on a stone plinth of a young girl presumably not unlike Constance
Witherby. Representing the "spirit of youth, " this statue is the work
of Gail Sherman Corbett and was put in place in 1933.

The park is still to-day an attractive and used "breathing-space"
in a closely built-up and busy area, though due .to present neglectby

* the city’spark department it is not kept as well-groomed as it ought to
be; nevertheless, over for;y-five years it has remained the open amenity

* its donors intended itto be and has its users and its unexpectedly-come-
upon attractiveness. -
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Constance Witherby Parkis, as its givers intended, a useful and
pleasing assetin its neighbourhood and deserves preservation, cer
tainly, and imporved maintenance if possible. A stipulation in its
deed of gift, in fact, was that it should be owned by the city of
Providence only so long as used for its green-oasis purpose. As the
large Medway Street house of the Foster -Hunts overlooked an area
where they saw sprouting rather constricted houses of the middle- class,
with, of course, growing children, Mr. and Mrs. Hunt no doubt -thought
of this park space they decided to give as particularly suitable to
the -young and their parents and as an appropriate memorial for Mrs.
Hunt’s daughter, who died in Switzerland in 1929 just before reaching

-the age of sixteen. A statue in the park -- the only formal adornment
there -- represents either Constance herself or, more generally, the

* "spirit of youth:" a girl, whose dress is blown close about her body,
looks off as-one used to be able to &o tpwards Providence harbour
and Narragansett Bay; below is the inscription "The wind roars by; I
feel it blow! And know that I am free to go." The donors could look
down from their. house *and see both thepark and -the statue.

- The park should not, in any case, be overlooked or neglected.
Particular attention needs to be directed upon it now, as there
is the threat that a connector road to a suburban throughway will be
cut through this small-, hitherto-protected and greatly-needed green
space. - -
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View north towards grove with statue
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