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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:
Rhode Island
COUNTY:
Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON

Elizabeth Building

AND/OCR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER

100 North Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

| STATE

COUNTY:

Providence

CODE

Rhode Island, 02903

SSIFICATION: :
CATEGORY : ACCESSIBLE
0] STATUS
. (Check One) WNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
[ District X7 Building [J Public Public Acquisition: ﬁ] Occupiad Yes:
[ Site [ Structure @ Private [ In Pracess O Unecceupiad @ Restricted
] Object [ Beth [7] Being Considered * [} Presarvation work O Unrestricted
in progress 0 e
PRESENT WSE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Agricultural [ Government (O] Park [ Tromsportation ) Comments
X Commercial J Industrial [ Private Residence [C1 Other (Specisy)
O Educational [ Militrary ] Religious
[ Entertainment [ Museum O Sciontific

C dmpany

Irbquois

STREET AND NUMBER:

100 North Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE:

Rhode Island

CODE

Lk

02903

ONOFIL

F1vls

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS,

City Hall

STREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and Washington Streets

CiTY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE CODE

Ll

Rhode Islang, 02903

FALNNOD

DATE OF SURVEY: [} Federal

D State

7] County [ Local

DERPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

ISTREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CORE

EI3anns AdLNT

ATNO 35N SdN 304

Jdva




DESCRIRTIOH

(Check Ono)
CONDITION [] Excellenr (% Good [ Feir {1 Detorioroted [ Ruins  [J Unexposed
{Check One) (Check One)
m Altered D Uncltered O Moved @ Qrigiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Completed by 1876, the Elizateth Building was part of a boom in
the contruction of commercial huildings in Providence during the 1870's
and 1880ts., (As this building is first mentioned in the Providence
rtusiness directory of 1876, it is logical to coenclude that it was erected
in 1879 or 187u-1875 and--although the architect has not been identi-
fied-~that it was designed by one of the twenty-one local architects or
firms listed in the 187% directory. At this time such cast-iron strue-
tures as the Equitable Puilding, by Walker and Gould, and the Hoppin
Homestead Puilding, by James Bucklin, were also heing erected here.
These Providence Ycast-iron fronts™ were of four storeys only, on cone
trast to the higher structures of the same type seen in New York City.

The black-painted cast-iron front®of the Elizabeth Building not
only forms the main {east) street fagade hut also wraps around a two-
bay section of the south side of the slender but massive rectaneular
structure (otherwise brick-walled), extending the ornamental detailing
around an angle viewed from approaching streets., An 1891 photograph of

the building‘shows the upper storeys of the iron frmt vainted in a

light colour, no doutt imitating stone, as such ironwork was intended
to imitate. While the cast-iron east fagade is divided into four
storeys, the building actually contains five storeys,.as the brick side
and rear alevations reveal. The fifth floor is masked on the east ele-
vation by a windowless mansard roof with ribbed metal covering.

Each floor of the iren front is divided from the next ty a deep
entablature with hrackets in the frieze. These frieze brackets connect
the vertical impetus besun at the base bty the {now free-standing) fluted
Corinthian columns with the Doric pilasters of the upper floors. A
central accent is created by the groupings of the fagades five bays:
the three middle bays are set retween a wider bay at each end. At first-
floor level the end bays both originally contained entrances {(at present,
there is only one, in the north bay). On the upper floors the three
central bays each contain one window; the end bays contain paired window
openings. On each floor these bays are separated by four fluted Dorie
pilasters into a configuration of za-b-b-b-aa. The angles of the tuild-
ing are marked by panelled Doric pilasters at each floor level; the upper
portions of their panels contain stylised floral ornament. Ths plain
brick back and side walls of the huilding are pierced by a variety of
window arrangemenis with strongly projecting and varied cast-iron cappings.

The interior of this btuilding is of extremely simple plan. Direct-
ly inside the north, street-level entrance is a hall which contains an
iron stircase and an elevator. Offices now £ill the rest of this floor,
doubtless originally devoted to shop space. Upper floors contain, as -
always, varlously subdivided office space.

(See Contimuation Sheet.)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

Form 10-300qg
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE f Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [counTY
Provide
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM rovidence
' FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entrios)

7. Description,

Alterations on the exterior are minor. The oririnal glazed shop-
fronts of the ground floor were in 1960 replaced by Philemon Sturges with
a marble curtain wall recessed rehind the stone-based iron Corinthian
columns and corner piers. A section of cornice on the north side is miss-
ing: a columned store-front at the south-east has keen filled in with
trick. These changes, however, do not interfere with the over-all form
and ornament of the Elizabeth Building or with its architectural integrity.

Information has been received that the cast-iron
structural and decorative elements of the Elizabeth
Building were produced in Providence by the
Builders Iron Foundry (still existing. under the
name of B.I.F. Industries),
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SEE

PERIQD (Chack One or More as Appropriata)
] Pre-Columbian) 1 16th Century 1 18th Century [J 20th Century
3 15th Century 3 173h Century X 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATES) (If Applicable and Known) G. 1O (LU~L1075

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal O Education 1 Political K1 Urbon Planning
[3 Prehistoric [ Engineering [0 Religion/Phi- L] Other (Specify)
] Histoeric [} Industry losophy

[0 Agriculture [J inventien {1 Science

A Architecture O Leondscope [ Sculpture

1 Art Architecture ] Secial/Human-

O Commerce [ Literature itarian

[} Communications [ Mititery {1 Theater

[ Ceonservation O Music {7 Transportation

STATEMENT OF sic?_r:{l FICANCE, -

As one of the few cast-iron fronts remaining in Providence, the.
Elizabeth building has an important place in the historic and archi-
tectural fabric of its city. It is revresentative of a period when
commercial architecture was becoming, in both volume and design, con-
spicuous on the American scene. The age of the cast-iron-framed and

age of the stecel and glass skyscraper. Immensely popular as cast-iron
architecture was.across the country, for decades, comparatively few ex-~
amples remain in any of our c¢ities now.

Those examples which we still have, and those which we can now
see only in photogravhs, are handsome and disciplined structures--as is
the Elizabeth Building. Cast-iron may have permitted variety and élabo-
ration of textural or sculptural forms (particnlarly capitals, car-
touches ete.), btut the discipline imposed by the use of pre-made, uni-
form structural and ornamental members prevented the often-incoherent

‘mixtures of shapes and styles seen in many other coeval buildings.

Where it stands, the Elizabeth building is also impertant in its
immediate architectural and visual cmtext--a three- or four-block
stretch of shop and office or loft tuildings which are roughly contem-
porary with it, similar in height and "weight.". At the base of College
Hill, with its treasures of residential architecture, this row of hun-
dred-year-old commercial buildings forms an important retaining wall and
a good screen against the ooen and often ugly traffic spaces and the

heterogeneous tusiness and governmental structures of the modern downe
. town immediately to the west. :

ornamented husiness btuilding has been called the precursor of our modern
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
GF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes . Seconds
NW @ . - o s " o tomy s - ° . "
NE A ° T Lo " 335y n 2’ 357w
SE ° 4 " o T .
SW Q . » o .

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROFPERTY: L&5s than one acre

ILIST ALL $TATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CCODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CO0E
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

RMIEREPAF

NAME AMND TITLE:

Alice H. R. Hauck, Consultant

OCRGANIZATION

Rhode Island Historical Préservation Commission

CATE

April 7, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CCDE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. Thlt: recommepded
level of significance of this nomination is: :
Natiopal [ State 7]

i

Local X

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histeric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FrREE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
Providence

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[FPNANE:

common: Blizabeth Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

] 100 North Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Rhode Island I i Providence

CODE

PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO cREDIT: Alice R. Hauck

e Ll

DATE OF PHOTO: March, 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R. L.,”O2QQB

DENTIFICATIO!

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-east.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rrode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES L
Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SRTRE NN bl
= [ENAUE
(@] common: K1izabeth Building
] AND/OR HISTORIC:
— [2. LocATIO
%) !STREET AND NUMBER:
= 100 North Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
=1 Providence
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
- Rhode Island N Providence oo
= [B. PHOTO REFERENCE
- eHoto creoi: Alice R. Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO: March, 1971
L neEcaTiVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
w State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R. I. 02903
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Cast iron columns at street-level, suvporting the iron fagade;
the marble screen trehind them is a very recent insertion.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EEATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY
Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ok Bab il sl ecatide
=z
= common: Klizabeth Building
— ND/OR HISTORIC
= LOCATION"
U STREET AND NU S
o 100 North Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
— Providence
= STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE
o Rhode Island LL Providence 007
= [B. PHOTO REFERENCE = 5 _
_ PrHoTo creotT: Alice R. Hauc
oaTE oF pHoTo: March, 1971

— [NECATIVE FiLED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
w otate House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R, I
&

TC.

Window treatments on south side.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR —'_sw—[——
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY

1 A
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
wv (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SETR: TEMRER SRR
| Z [TNANE
o common: E1izabeth Buildine
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
- OCATION
U STREET AND NUMBER:
100 North Main Street
=
CITY OR TOWN:
o Providence
- STATE: . CODE COUNTY: CODE
| I Rhode Island on Providence UuT
| = B PHOTOREFERENCE '
| _ pHoTo crepiT:Alice R. Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO: March, 1971
(17] NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
w S . State House, 90 Smith Street Providence, R. I., 02903
s SENTIFICATIO
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC
i Detail of iron ‘structure and ornament on east fagade.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY
Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{1 NAME

COMMON:: Ellzabe'blr" BL'I.]..]_d].‘flcr

AMD/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCAYION

STREET AND NUM BER:

100 North Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE:

CcOpDE |COUNTY:

CODE

[3. MAP REFERENC

Rhode Island LL Providence

oy

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

scaLE: 13 2h, 000

oate: 1957

|4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




