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4 Grace Church rises abruptly from its crampeddowntown setting.
Originally built in l8lzS and 18h6 in the heart of the residential dis-
trict, the Gothic Revival church now stands so hemmed in by commercial
buildings that it is impossible to ést a full view of it from any angle.4 The secondEpiscopalian structure on Its corner site, it ts desigijed
by RichardUpjohn and completed except for the thapel.to the south,
finished in 1851i; and the spire, finished in 1860, in June of i8h6.

The church is lii? feet long by 82 feet wide and Is eurrouMed by
a narrow anting strip. Its rectangulai, buttressedmass of reddish
brown freestone faces north and is covered by a gable roof--originally
designedwith skylights at clerestory level which have since been re
moved due to maintenanceproblems. The tower and spire rise asyruretri
cally and picturesquely fran the::northeastconier of the church and

U,
taper rapidly, by meam of corner chamfering, to a point 206 feet above

14 the street p

rTI

Upjohn’s tràatment.of the exterior of Grace Churchis extrenely -

simile and uncluttered. The only ornamentatiOnis the rther rough tex
ture of the brownstoneitself and a universally-applied hàod molding,
with corbels, whose splaying curve grows from the wall around eachaper

* ture. The double, panelled entrancedoor with its concentrically re
cessedmoldings, the two short lancet windows to either side of it, and
the three tall. lancet windows clustered above it are defined in this
wa’. Hood moldings and corbels alsoset off the secondarydoor to the
west of the main door, the door and lancet windows of the tower, and
the seven large aisle windows of lancet form on either side east and
west of the church. The original treatment of the south end of the -

church is impossible to ascertain, Since the. chapel built abutting it in
iSLt has beenmuch rebuilt and enlarged over the years, completely ob
scuring any remnantsof the original design. *. - . * **. .

Entering the church through the main north door, one finds a
narthex separatedfrom the body of the church by a black walnut organ

screen

canedwith three-cuspedarches and trefoils. this screenis
not, however, pirt of Upjohn’s original work. Within, the nave un
folds along the three-aisle plan. It is sevenbays long and is sepa
rated fran the east and west aisles by graceful ilith-century-style arcades
supportedon fifletted stone piers of clustered colonnettes,the cluster- * . -

ing echoedby the numerousmoldings in the arches.
* ce

* The nave terminates ina raised square-endedchancel, originafly
* 30 feet wide by 17 feet deep and flanked by two vestry roars. In 1912

the chancel was extendedto a depth of li2 feet and remodelledby the
architectural firm of Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson. Upjohn’s original
treatment of the chancel had been one of strong, simple lines executed
inbiack walnut--wholly consistent in texture. and austerity with the
body of the church. A set of three painted-glasslancet windows, the

See Continuation ShOt.
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7. Description.

middle one larger than the others, rose behind a walnut communion table and
above a walnut chancel screen with carving similar to that of the organ
screen. * The reading desk, pulpit, and chairs were also black walnut carved
with Early English details.

In 1882 a new tripartite chancel window with stained glass was in
stalled and still remains. In 1912, Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson, employing
the rich dolor of high-maintenanceEdwardian "Perpendicular" college
chapels, completed the refurbishing of the chancel. They converted the
easternvestry into an open memorial chapel and laid its floor and that of
the chancel with colored tiles. Within the chancel they replaced the wal
nut furniture, moldings and panelling with stained oak. The chancel screen
was replaced by an elaborate gilded triptych. The steps, altar, pulpit,
and parapet were redesigned in pink, violet and white marbles. The result
of the changes was a chance].harmonious within itself, but not particu
larly so with the rest of the church.

* The wooden roof-trussing of the nave rises from corhels into elabo
rate five-cusped arches. Above the aisles the trussing takes the form of
simple lancet arches. The ceilings of the aisles, nave, and chancel were
originally plastered. The nave and chancel ceilings, due to leakage and
other probloms, have seen a number of alterations. The skylights above
the nave were removed in 1970, and its ceiling is now covered by acoustic
felt. The chancel ceiling has been panelled. The woodwork of the aisle
walls is simple recessedblack walnut panelling, complementingthe pews.
Hood moldfrgs cap clerestory and aisle windows alike.

LL Significance. * -*

norm for most church building in America into the 20th century. Grace
Church is singularly significant as the first church in which Upjohn used
asymmetryin the overall plan.

The hiilding is as much a familiar landmark and a visual pleasure in
downtown Providence, where--amongdepartmentstores--one unexpectedlycomes
upon its mediaeval silhouette, as is this architect’s famous Trinity Church
in New York. It has always remained an active parish despite the fact
that for years few of its communicantshave lived near Grace Church and
has been knwn for the outstanding personalities of a succession of rectors
and for the continuing high quality of its church music.

- *
GPO 901.082
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*

- race Church is important becauseit marks a turning-point in the
ecclesiastical designs of Richard Upjohn and becauseit is a good,
typical example of a Gothic ;Revival church. - - - * -

-
- Upjohn had designed a number of churches before 1815, including

o - his most famous and career-makingTrinity Church in New York; but none
- - - - before Grace Church had departed from the classical Georgian symmetry

of rectangular mass with towers either centei’ed axially or in paired
o :positions. Upjohn, conceivably becauseof the corner site of the

church--bit more probably becauseof the romantic influence Qf thevarious 19th-century revivals and the picturesque aesthetic--placed the
- tower of Grace Church asymmetrically at the -northeast cornerof the

I- mass. The ttbox" of the colonial nBeting house or "preaching church"
remains; hut the uncompromisingcorner tower with its slit windows

* -
* z speaks the primitivism of mediaevalcastles. Notably asymmetricalare
- - two churches by Upjohn in nearby Connecticut and immediately following

"his Grace Church design--one in Norwich, 18b6-l81j9, and one in New
Lii London, 181t7-l850. - . . -

- - - -

-- The plainness of the exterior is typical of Upjohn churches, as
is the overall construction oP a rectangular mass with pitched roof and

* clerostory. - The interior use of the three-aisle plan and Early English
Gothic detail is also characteristic of the bilk of Upjohn’s ecclesi-

- - astical design. * - -

It is important to note that Upjohn uses mediaeval details rather.
than actual mediaeval structural principles: that he borrows corhels,
clerestories and arcades, if.you will, but no flying buttresses or
structural vaulting. ConsequentlyGrace Church is a picture, rather
than an architectural form, from the past. As such, it exemplifies the
structural "dishonesty" common to all 19th-century revivals, which first
Pugin and *nn Ruskin attacked. - . - . . - -

Completed in l8b6,Grace Church,-Providence, is significant in its
typical embodiment of the Gothic Revival ecclesiastical style, which
after Upjohn’s effective use of it becameand remained the architectural

* - - * -

-
See Continuation Sheet.
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