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Excellont [] Gaod [ Fair [ Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexposed (]
K
INTEGRITY' | (Check One) (Check One)
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. |OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The four-storey, umbrella-roofed octagonal corner tower of this
large two-and-one-half-storey stone-faced house energetically proclaims

the Italian Villa style of the sbructure. Like its neightour.the Bradley,

house, related in style, this house designed (its architect has not been’
ascertained) for William L. Bailey was built in the early 1850's on an
elevation in what were then the outskirts of Providence.. On-its grassy
property (originally of 23 acres and called Hillwood, but now absorbed
into the Providence Collepe campus), it could be thought of as almost a
country villa and it--together with:vanished outbuildings and pardens--
" was no doubt conceived along those lines: open and irregular in plan and
form, well lighted, well.ventilated, placed on a generous and airy site.

The house is timber-framed and faced with. regulariy-coursed smooth .

ashlar of native stone. It is set on a low basement and, including its
service wing to the north, is basically L-shaped. It is capped by gable
roofs (formerly of slate) whose ridge-line is constant. However,
striking and varied form and silhouwette are created by the tower; the )
intersecting of gables; projecting eaves; a bay; a large entrance porch; .
bay windows; a prominent dormer etc. Exterior interest lies largely in

' massing and liveliness of form, and there is little detailled exterior
adornment other than string-courses defining the stages of the tower; a
deep, projecting stone course beneath the cornices {effectively substi-
tuting for architrave, frieze and the almost omnipresent brackets); the -
simply-supported tan stone sills and lintels of windows; the plain geo-
metrical forms of wooden porches and bay windows. K _

The entrance front of the house faces south and has the partially

embedded octagonal tower near its east end; as a balance, its west end
is brought forward in a three-sided bay of two storeys, and between tower
and bay is the spacious hexagonal entrance porch. This last, however,
has lost its original architectural treatment.  To-day the porch roof--

- which does retain its original cornice--is supported on thin columns,

. and there are now.flimsy lower and upper railings. Originally the porch
probably had robust round-headed wooden arcading (conforming to the shape

" and proportions of the main entrance door it shelters) ané had much more . -
substantial railings--perhaps of narrow sawn arcading under a wide mould= .

ing, such as still rail-, the tops of two bay windows. Opening onto the
porch roof is a round-headed window-door centred above the main entrance
below and repeating, though smaller, its form. Long, generally narrow,

rectangular windows' are to e found around the house, sometimes in triple
groupings, and openings so grouped fill two slightly projecting, rec~ 7

tangular, one-storey wooden bay windows on the house's east and west.
sides. - In the third storey of the tower windows are alternately of

square and tull's-eye.shape, while the four--only--of its top stage are»rff_
round-headed. - (Lest this dominant and trumpeting tower throw the entire "’
upper composition of the house off balance, a large gableq:dqrmer with " I

‘. (See Continuation Sheet,)
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{(Number alt enrrlo.v) ? Descr‘iption

a flaring cornice is’ above the western rav which balances the tower, and
chimneys are made tall skyline accents. ). A gable on the east side of the
house. and one on its west side attract visual interest. A service wing
which projects rearward from the north-west portion of the house was not
intended to offer architectural interest or variety except for a. long one-
storey porch {now gone) on its east side.

The first floor contains a long centre hall (not preceded by any -
vestibule) with a curved stairway rising at the back. A small reception

room is within the base of the tower, and to its north is a salon; across

the hall is another drawing-room (or library), with the dining-room to- its
north and the service rooms beyond that. Arrangements in general are simi-
lar on the bedroom floor above, the tower there housing a boudoir. The
stairs continue in a curve to the third floor, where there are small rooms
for a variety of uses under the eaves and alsc a passage to the upper
stages of the tower.

Most interior trim--including some elaborate plaster cornice and
ceiline treatments, carved marble and wooden mantels, parquetry, promlnent
door and window mouldings etc.--survives, although the folding interior
window shutters are pone, and some interior doors are replacements.  Some
minor changes and additlons have lately been made in the north-eastern and
north-western corners of the house--chiefly facilities for the convenience
and service of guests. :

After the departure of the Bailey family in the eérller'paft of this
century the house entered upon use as a convent and a shelter for girls.
Later it was transferred to the Dominican Order, whose. Providence College

" had enguifed the house on all but its main frontage. The- btuilding for-

tunately had not suffered any severe internal changes or stripning, and
in recent years the college has undertaken a commendable program of re-
storation, combined with appropriate re-decoration and re-furnishing,
utilising the house as 'a place for official residence and for offlclal
entertaining.’

There has been some thought that thls house mlght p0031b1y be at- f:: IR

tribtuted to the brilliant Rhode Island architect Thomas Alexander Tefft .
(1826-1859), who designed the adjoining -and extant, but mich quieter; .

villa of George M. Bradlev, Ralley s law partner. However, this sug-

gestion is .not supported by any documentatlon among the numerOus but in="
comnlete Tefft papers and draw1ngs.-.'W : :
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Art @ Landscope * Sculpture [
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Communications [] Literature | Lo itarian O
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evonta, Etc.)

The Bailey house is an important survivor among the large, well-
sited and architecturally ambitious residences and "estates" which once
rimmed Providence to its north and west and are now vanished. This
house apparently has remained standing only because it was in continu-
ous~-if varied--use, and it has now happily returned to a use which is

" nearly that for which it was oripinally desipned. Providence College
has undertaken repair and furnishing of the house and means .to continmue,
with nroper advice, its restoration and afchitectural reinstatement--——" -
of which, luckily, not a great ameaunt is required.

On an institutional campus .which is not old and which until re-
cently 'has heen rather bald and unbeautiful, the Bailey house, with its
driveway, its side lawn (to the west, stepped to through the dining-room
bay window), its remaining trees and its new shrubbery plantings, stands
out as a picturesque adormment, far more venerable and interesting than

- the college buildings closest to it. As originally intended, it commands
its slope and attracts the eye. o '

The vigorous form of this house, its almost vocal announcement of
itself and, in very Tuscan accents, of The Italian Villa Style make it
a notable statcment of one portion of both local and national archi-

“ tectural history. As now refurbished and re-used, this’robust stone
residence gives an excellent picture of the background, comforis and
tastes of the prosperous and educated class in mid-XIX-Century America.
The Bailey house is apparently promlsed good care in its own-second
century.
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CONDITION (Chock One)
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k
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE E . i

The four-storey, umbrella-roofed octagonal corner tower of this
large two-and-one-half-storey stone-faced house energetically proclaims
the Italian Villa style of the sbructure. Like its neighhour.the Bradley
house, related in style, this house designed (its architect has not been
ascertained) for William L..Bailey was built in the early 1850's on an
elevation in what were then the outskirts of Providence. On its grassy |~ 3
property (originally of 23 acres and called Hillwood, but now absorbed :
into the Providence College campus), it could be thought of as almost a
country villa and it--together with vanished outbuildings and gardens-- {
was no doubt conceived along those lines: open and irregular in plan and |
form, well lighted, well ventilated, placed on a generous and airy site. |

I

The house is timber-framed and faced with. regularly-coursed smooth S
ashlar of native stone. It is set on a low basement and, including its
service wing to the north, is basically L-shaped. It is capped by gable
roofs (formerly of slate) whose ridse-line is constant. However,
striking and varied form and silheouette are created by the tower; the
intersecting of gables; orojecting eaves; a bay; a large entrance porch;
bay windows; a prominent dormer etc. Exterior interest lies largely in
massing and liveliness of form, and there is little detailed exterior
adornment other than string-courses defining the stages of the tower; a
deep, projecting stone course beneath the cornices (effectively substi-
tuting for architrave, frieze and the alrost omnipresent brackets); the
simply-supported tan stone sills and lintels of windows; the plain geo-
metrical forms of wooden porches and bay windows. .

138

The entrance front of the house faces south and has the partially
embedded octagonal tower near its east end; as a balance, its west end
is brought forward in a three-sided bay of two storeys, and between tower
and bay is the spacious hexaronal entrance porch.  This last, however,
has lost its original architectural treatment. To-day the porch roof--
which does retain its original cornice--is supported on thin columns,
and there are now flimsy lower and upper railings. Originally the porch
protahly had robust round-headed wooden arcading (conforming to the shape
anj proportions of the main entrance door it shelters) ané had much more
substantial railings--nerhaps of narrowv sawn arcading under a wide mould-
ing, such as still rail- the tops of two bay windows. Opening onto the
porch roof is a round-headed window-door centred above the main entrance
below and repeating, though smaller, its form. Long, generally narrow,
rectanmilar windows are to he féund around the house, sometimes in triple
sroupings, and openings so grouped fill two slightly projecting, rec- -
tangular, one-storey wooden bay windows on the house's east and west
sides. In the third storey of the tower windows are alternately of
square and mullts-eye. shape, while the four--only--of its top stage are
round-headed. (Lest this dominant and trumpeting tower throw the entire
upper composition of the house off balanqg, a large gabled dormer with

SNOJ!LONYLSNI

(See Continuation Sheet.)
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(Number alf nm‘rlna) 7 Description.

a flaring cornice is above the western ray which balances the tower, and
chimneys are made tall skyline accents.) A gable on the east side of the
house and one on its west side attract visuwal interest. A service wing
which projects rearward from the north-west portion of the house was not
intended to offer architectural interest or variety except for a long one-
storey porch (now gone) on its east side,

The first floor contains a long centre hall (not preceded by any
vestibule) with a curved stairway rising at the back. A small reception
room is within the base of the tower, and to its north is a salon; across
the hall is another drawing-room (or library), with the dining~-room to- its
north and the service rooms beyond that. Arrangements in general are simi-
lar on the bedroom floor above, the tower there housing a boudoir. The
stairs continue in a curve to the third floor, where there are small rooms
for a varietyvy of uses under the eaves and also a passage to the upper
stages of the tower.

Most interior trim--including some elaborate plaster cornice and
ceiline treatments, carved marble and wooden mantels, parquetry, prominent
door and window mouldings etc¢.--survives, although the folding interior
window shutters are rone, and some interior doors are renlacements. Some
minor changes and additions have lately been made in the north-eastern and
north-western corners of the house--chiefly facilities for the convenience
and service of guests. :

After the departure of the Bailey family in the earlier part of this

century the house entered upon use as a convent and a shelter for girls.

ter it was transferred to the Dominican Order, whose Providence College
had engulfed the house on all but its main frontage. The building for-
tunately had not suffered anv severe intermal changes or stripoing, and
in recent years the college has undertaken a commendable program of re-
storation, combined with appropriate re-decoration and re-furnishing,
utilising the house as a place for official residence and for off1c1a1
entertaining.

There has teen some thought that this house might possibly be at-
riruted to the brilliant Rhode Island architect Thomas Alexander Tefft
(1826-1859), who designed the adjoining and extant, tut much quieter,
villa of George M. Bradley, Bailey's law partner. However, this sug-
gestion is .not supported by any documentatlon among the numerous but in-
corplete Tefft papers and drawings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICARGCE (Include Personages, Dates, Eventsa, Etc.)

The Bailey house is an important survivor among the large, well-
sited and architecturally ambitious residences and "estates" which once
rimmed Providence to its north and west and are now vanished. This
house apparently has remained standing only because it was in continu-
ous--if varied--use, and it has now happily returned to a use which is
nearly that for which it was oripinally desipned. Providence College
has undertaken repair and furnishing of the house and means to continmue,
with proper advice, its restoration and a¥chitectural reinstatement-- " —
of which, lucklly, not a great amoint is required.

On an institutional campus .which is not old and which until re-
cently has heen rather bald and unbeautiful, the Bailey house, with its
driveway, its side lawn (to the west, stepped to through the dining-room
bay window), its remaining treos and its new shrubbery plantings, stands
out as a picturesque adormment, far more venerable and interesting than
the college buildings closest to it. As originally intended, it commands
its slope and attracts the eye.

The vigorous form of this house, its almost vocal announcement of
itself and, in very Tuscan accents, of The Italian Villa Style make it
a notable statcment of one portion of both local and national archi-
tectural history. As now refurbished and re-used, this: robust stone
residence gives an excellent picture of the backeround, comforts and
tastes of the prosperous and educated class in mid-XIX-Century America.
The Bailey house is apparently promised good care in its own: second
century.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[1.: NAME*

common: Dominic Hall

AND/OR HIsSTORIC: Baile

(William M,) Housej

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Eaton Street (within Providence College campus )

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Island ' Lk Providence

CODE

uuy

>HOTO REFERENCE

hristopher Bene

PHOTO cREDIT: B,

DATE OF PHOTO: 1972

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

N 22 |
DENTIFICATION . .

DESCRIBE UIEW DIRECTION, ETC.

North end of flrst-floor hall.
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UMTEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTHEINTENOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) b bl o e

Rhode Island

Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE

LINAME

common: Nominic Hall

ANO/OR HISTORIC: Bailev (William M,) House, Hillwood

[2.: LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER.

Eaton Street (within Providence College campus)

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE:

Rhode Island

CODE

LL

COUNTY:

Providence

CODE

B PHOTO REFERENCE

INSTRUCTIONS

[PHOTO CREDIT: Rlchard B. Harrlngton

DATE oF pHOTO: 19609

NEGATIVE FiLep aT: Richard B. Harrington,

23 James Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 0290

SEE

TIBEN TECATON

e e .
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIHEC ION ET

Exterior seen from the south-east.
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EOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES

Latitude: L1° 501 30m y
2 Longitude: 71° 26 06" W
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) © NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -l
. ; Providence
PROPERTY MAP FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclosg with map) ittt coidn

COMMON:: Dom.inic Hall

AND/OR Hl”sTOFuc: Ballev (W:Llliam M_:_) HO’LISG, Hillwood

STREET AND NUM BER:
Eaton Street (within Providence College campus)

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: 4 d CODE COUNTY:

: Rhode Island IV I Providence
MAP REFERENCE .

CODE

i UU.{

SOURCE: 11 .'g, Geological Survey

fseace:  1: 21,000

DATE: 1957

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
L B Property broundaries where reqmred.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and lo}'lgitudo reference.




