Form 1u-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE )
tDec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY: o
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
{Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
1. ; ‘ e i
‘Clarke Street Meeting House
AND/GR HISTORIC:
Second Congrepational Church
[2. LocATION T " :
STREET ANC NUMBER; |
Clarke Street '
CITY CR TOWRN: ——-!
Newport
STATE CODE |[COUNTY: coot
Rhode Island,028L0 ;
[3; CLASSIFFCATION ool L2000 s i
: o Toe
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS A boMIBLE
(Check One) ] "TO “HE PLBLIY
District ] Building m ‘Publie 3 Public Acquisition: Occupied 7 Yes
Site ] Structure 0O Private @ fn Process D Unoeeupied [x Restricteo
Object 0 Both a Being Considered O Prnxlorvurion work Unrestricted
in prograss ! No: x
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural O Government [ Park (I} Transportation 1 Comments [
Commercial ()] Industrial (] Private Residence ] Other (Specify, [J —- .
Educational ] Military O Religious ] Storapga .. _ e
| Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific | _ _

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

OWNERS NAME;

Corporation of St. Joseph!s Church of Newport, Rhode Island

STREET AND NUMBER:

5, Mann Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE:

COUFE a

Rhode Island, 028L0  LL

[5::LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTIO

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

APFROXIMATE ACREAGE DF NOMINATED PROPERTY: LESS THan one acre

City Hall T
STREET AND NUMBER:
Broadway |
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE ?
Newport Rhode Island, 028L0O Ll s

TITLE OF SURVYEY:

|6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS *

Rhode Island Statewlide Survey

OATE OF SUR/EY: 1970 Faderal {7} State Lﬁ County [T} Leocal [
DEPOSI!TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
thode Island Historical Preservation .Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
State House, 90, Smith Street
CITY QR TOWN: S5TATE; [ c.oc?
Providence Rhode Islamd, 02903 . EE_
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Form 10-300a . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O'IF THE INTERIOR

. (Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Number all sntriea)

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

Historic American Puildings Survey

1970 Federal |,

Library of Congress -

lst Street and Independence Avenue, S, E.
Washington, Dlstrict of Columbla 11
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[7.:DESCRIPTION

{Choeck One)

CONDITION
) Excellent [] Good [ Fair [{0. Deteriorated [} Ruins [7] Unexposed (7]
heck O Choeck O
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Chock One)
Alterad [} Unoltered [] Moved (] , Original Site [[]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1735 the Second Congregational Society of Newport required a
meetinpg-house and called upon Cotton Palmer, a buil der or housewright
of the Providence-Taunton area, to provide them with one. (He had al-
ready experience in tuilding another Newport meeting-house a few years
earlier, Specifications given Palmer were for a building to be lo-
cated on the west side of Clarke Street and "to be 62 feet long L2 broad
26 between jJoints with a proper and proportionate spire.” One need not
add that a timber-framed structure clothed and trimmed in wood was had
in mind, this to bs upon stone foundations.

Such was provided by Palmer: a simple, pgabled, clapboarded rect-
angle with a tower and spire partially indented in the east gable end.
The tower is shown in a 17h0 view to have risen one square storey above
the pable, with a flat-headed sash-window on each side; this was sur-
rounded at its top by a rail or parapet with short pinnacles on each
corner-post; it was surmmounted by an octagonal stage of one storey with
four windoss. On top of this last was set the octagonal shingled spire,
its roof pent out like a flounce at the bottom, a weather-vane at its

top.

This same 1740 view shows the church to have had seven bays along
its sixty-two-foot sides and four in its forty-two-foot ends. Entrance
was &89 throagh the base of the tower B3 in the east end EESE: £
through a doorway in the middle of the wouth side, opposite the pulplt.
Though tower and spire are in what had become their conventional posi-
tion, pulpit and pews still remained in the old New England ‘preaching-
'hall" arrangement (this corroborated by an 1816 pew plan).

The building suffered severely during British and French military
use during the Revolutionary War, but by 1785 "the whole inside was en-
tirely and elegantly rebuilt."

Antoinette F, Downing tells us (see Section 9, Bibliographical
References) that "when the Central Baptist Society bought the btuilding
in 18L7, they made extensive changes ... lengthening the house to ninety-
three feet and enclosing the tower in the body of the church ... added
Greek Revival exterior and interior detail, but Cotton Palmer's spire
above the tower remained untouched ... In 187h-1875 wings were added
and Victorian detail encrusted on the fagade and spire, although the
basic lines of the spire were kept until il was taken down in 19L6 L e8™

The church tullding has -for some time teen. owned by a local Roman
Catholic parish and lately used for storape purposes. Its present con-
dition cannot be praised, but the building is well within the possibil-
ity and desirability of rescue, restoration (not to a prohibitively ex-
pensive Williamsburg retrospective perfection, however) and re-use for

new purposes.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [7 18th Cantury a 2th Century (]
15th Century O 17th Century [ 19th Century [X .

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Educotion | Political &] Urben Planning O
Prahisteric O Engineering (] Religion/Phi- Other (Specity) 0O
Historic O Industry (] - losephy b

Agriculture 1 Inventien | Science O

Art @ l.andscape Sculpture [

Commerce O Architecture | Soctal/Human-

Communications [ Literature O itarian a

Conservation O "Military O Theater O

Musie [ Transportation ]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Pgromasal, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This building has played a part in Newport and Rhode Island
history not only as a prominent landmark in early Newport, but also
by way of outstanding personalities and new thoughts associated with
its pastors and congregation.

Ezra Stiles was one of its earliest pastors (1755-1776) and cne.
of Newport's most active intellects until his departure--because of the
local disruption by war--for Connecticut, where he became president of
Yale College but still thought of his Newport flock and valued his
Newport connections. James Franklin (brother of Benjamin) was a New-
porter and a friend of Stiles, who obtained fram the former some newly-
invented lightning-rods which are still in place on the church.

William.EIiery, a Signer of the Declaration of Independence, was
a member of the Second Congregational Society, aswas William Vernon, a
Newport nabob prominent in naval affairs of the Revolutionary War.
Henry Marchant likewise belonged; he assisted in writing the Consti-
tution of the United States and was insistent upon injecting therein
the provisions separating church and state.® In the XIX Century the
church was a vocal centre for anti-slavery thought. The names of many
long- (and still-) prominent Newport families can be found associated
with this church, '

The building played its part in the military activities of the
Revolutionary War, though passively. To-day, although altered and
long without a congregation,it plays a most active and visible part in
maintaining the integrity of the Clarke Street area, as do the old and
adjacent armory of the Newport Artillery Company, the handsome Vermnon
house (a National Historic Place) across the street and a rumber of
other fine old dwellings. There are plans for a “"Clarke Street Resto-
ratlon," where not already accomplished (see.Downing and Scully, pp.
191-197). The Clarke Street Meeting House is naturally included for

- both historical and visual reasons, in spite of its alterations--some
of these could be cosmetically removed and its landmark spire perhaps
restored. One cannot think of a substitute for this structure and

- certainly canmnot envision a gaping, empty tooth-hole where it now stands,
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4 110. GEOGRAPHICALIDATA®
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES oo
OEFINING A HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFPERTY R DEFINING Z'OHFELCEESI;TTEHRA.:OQI:; 2ERAEPROPERTY . y
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE 5,.'\.,
Degreecs Minutes Seconds |Dogrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds { Degrees Minutes Seconds . ;E“.‘
Nw © s e el bd1e 29 20°N 7L 18" LYW
NE ° ‘ = e T ML - 0
# SE -] [} » o ] - R ] 5::’
: SW -] » . o * - . - T
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY SOUNDARIES
STATE: i cobE | counTy . CODE m
STATE: | cope | counTy: ) CODE /
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE =z .
wy
STATE: : CODE | COUNTY: COoDE -
- ~
2 B ,OR'MVEZR:REPKR@D??B; o
NAME AMD TITLE:
Richard B. Harrington, Consultant 0
ORGANIZATION : ] ] BATE -y
Rhode Island Hisbtorical Preservatlion Commission <o Sept. 17, 1970 -—
STREET AND NUMBER:; . o .
State House, 90, Smith Street =
CILTY QR TOWN: STATE COPE w
Providence Rhode Island, 02903 .. i) '
TATE LIAISONIOF NATIONAL:REGISTERIVERIFICATION
- As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) . i L
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law - T hereby certify that this property 18 mlt‘?lm‘:led in the
B9-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion . National Register. ’
: in the National Register and certify that it has been ’ ' . : L
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures. set Y - ' C T
forth by the National Park Service.  The rec nded .
or Y ‘e ‘a' lom, ar i ervn_ce _e recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is: e : -
.National [ Statel O - Local ﬂ ' S e ey e, o I
1 - T ’ '
3 : ] Date !
Name
: , ATTEST: _ T S )
' f
i,
Title ! ?.::
Keeper of The National Register : },;
- Date Late :'g‘
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) st B s skl
z I_NAME e T e
o cowmon: Clarke Street. Meeting House
S AND/OR HISTORIC: second
— |2 LOCATION
U [STREET AND NUMBER:

Clarke Street
: CITY OR TOWN:
o Newport
= STATE: COpE [COUNTY: coo
w Rhode Island aly Newport
= [B. PHOTO REFERENCE -
= FPHOTO CREDIT: Historic American Buildingp Survey

paTE oF pHoTo: 1970
L pecaTive FiLeo aT: Library of Congress, 1st Street and Independence Avemue, S. E.}
w D. C n
" . g
DESCRIIE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Exterior from north-east, showing XIX-Century changes and absence
of spire. /
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AT

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

ENTRY NUMBER

ODATE

: CDMMON Clarke

Te

g Ho

ISTREET AND NUMBER

Clarke Street

".ANDIOH HisTorIc: S@Ccord Congraffational Church

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE:

Rhode Island

CODE |COUNTY:

)_1)4 Newport

CODE

. PHOTO REFERENCE

ST

INSTRUCTIONS

lPHoTO CREDIT: Hist.oric American Buildinizs Sum}' —

oaTE oF pHoTo: 1970

NecaTive FiLeD aT: Library of Congress, lst Street and Independence Averue, S. E.
Washington, D, C.

SEE

DElCRISE \"IEN

Exterior from scuth-ea.st., showing XIX»Century changes and absence

of spire.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 9Tt
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) S N i
Z [T NANME e
o common G 1arke Street Meeting HOuse
-_ AND/OR HisTORIC: Second Congregational Church
= [2. LOCATION S o
U TREET AND NUMBER

Clarke Street
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Newport
= STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
A Rhode Island Ll Newport 005
=z B. PHOTO REFERENCE =, e e
= PHoTo creolT: Historic !unerican Buildings Survey

oATE oF pHoTO: 1970
L recaTive Fiteo at: Library of Congress, 1st Street and Independence Avenue, S. E.)
m On. D. c.
v |4. IDENTIFICATION w T
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRSCTION l‘l’c
Exterior from north-west, showing XIX-Century lateral additions,
trim, /
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ITATR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island |
COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY |

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

com;o& Glarke Street Mee ng ouse
AND/OR HISTORIC: :3econd Cor}_gregational Church

ISTREET AND N.IJMBER

Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Is]and hh Newport 005

[3. PHOTO REFERENCE i T T T 7

bHOTO CREDIT: Historic American Buildmp:s Survey

paTE oF pHoT0:1970

NecaTive Fiteo aT: Library of Congress, 1lst Street and Independence Avenue, S. E,,

C

v Waﬁ.hi_ngison D
IDENTIFICATION _

DEICR!BE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

South-east portion of church auditorium, showing XIX-Century
lateral enlargement and Victorian ornamentation.
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GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES

Latitude: L1° 29' 20" N
Longitude: 71° 18' 9" W
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301 NITED STAT PART F THE INTERIOR STATE
orm UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O E RIO Rhode Tsland

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ok

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[T NAME

COMMON:: Clarke Street. Meeting HO‘IJ.SB“

AND/OR HISTORIC: Secorﬂ Congregational Church

[2. LOCATION

STREET AN : MI(B threet

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: CODE

Rhode Island LL

COUNTY:

CODE

s ONDORR

’°”"“‘U. S. Geological Sumy

cacer 1: 2),,000

DATE: 1057

(4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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