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In progress
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OWNERS NAME:

Town of Narragansett
STREET AND NUMBER:

66 Rodman Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
[XI0CAT10 Oi:L-EScRtQ

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Washington County Cnnrthnnne
STREET AND NUMBER:

1693 Kings-town Road
CITY OR TOWN:

iest Kingston
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROrERTY:

ftR SURV
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Technical paper 42.A report on the Historic points of intere
Louis C. David, Jr. R. I. Statewide Comprensive Transportationand Land u

i6c Federal State County 0 Local 0
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RE.coRbs:R. I. Statewide ComprehensiveTransporation and La
Use Planning Program Office

STREET AND NUMBER: -

Stute4iouse *
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ISTATE: I CODE
CITY OR TOWN: - 4
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Providence I 11. 1. 1

* planning program

STATE:

STATE
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DESCRIPTION -

- Chock pne
CONDITION

Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 0- Deteriorated ki RuIn, 0 Unexpo,ed 0
-

- Chock One - Check One
INTEGRITY

Altered .0 Unaltered Moved 0 OrIginal Site
- -

- DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

As it existed, but the north tower roof has been removed. Present plans call for
exterior restoration of that tower as well as other original exterior detaili
Interior to be replanned to serve as the Town Hall.

*
- The Towers are the stone remnant of the Narragansett Casino 1683-1885,

-* an extensive, mostly wooden, building which burned in 1900 and which was one of
McKim, Mead, and White’s most picturesque compositions. The Towers provided -

* one of the entrancesto a complex of dining, card, and guest rooms, anda
-

- bridge across the coastal highway to the sea shore. -

In essencethe Towers are two three-storey blocks in coursed rock-faced
granite, with semicircular ends; betweenthese "pylons," a parallel pair -

of tremendous segmentalarches, spanning the highway, carried a single great
open room, which is the entire third storey. Above this, a steep pavilion
roof makes, with the semi-conical terminations of the roofs of the flanking
pylons, a handsomeskyline. The seawardpylon is about fifty feet from

-

the rocky shore; attached to the landward pylon on its inland side is a low
square wing -- originally supporting a tall wooden stair tower -- which
since the fire of 1900 has been sThiply roofed as a low buttress-like form. -

The lower flight of the orinal stair is still entered from the pavementalont
side the highway, but its second andthird flights have been rebuilt after 2

two fires. The first landing isp open square with a semicircular room on
each of two sides; the-second laing opens directly to the great room, -

dumbbell-shapedin plan, over the-arches. This room-was originally open -

to the weather-in summer; it terminated at the sea end in a wooden balcony, cthe corbels for whose timbers are still in the outer walls. The openings
are now glazed with wooden easements. After a fire in the l9GOts the -

pavilion roof was rebuilt but without the cupola. The seaward pylon has
not suffered from fire but has no stylistic character internally. The -

* whole building is a superbly rugged -and disciplined sculptural mass, a - 0
landmark containing usable space.. The fire marshal now permits: occupancy z
for not more than seventy-five people. Fireproof remodeling is indicated.
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PERtOD Chock One or More as Appropriate -

Pre.Coiurnbian - 16th Century - 18th Century 0 - 20th Century 0
I 5Ih Century 0 17th Century 0 * 19th Century -

SPECIFI c DATEISI If Appticeble and Known 1883-1385
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE Check One or More as Appropriate

Aboriginal Educotfon 0 - Political
- 0 Urban Planning -

PreHIstoric. 0 EngineerIng - 0 Religion/PhI- - Other SpecIfy 0
Historic 0 -Industry - 0 - losophy 0 - -

Agriculture 0 invention - - 0 Science 0

________________________

- Art - Landscape * Sculpture - 0

________________________

Commerce 0 - Architecture 0 - Social/Human- -

Communications 0 Literature 0 ltarlan - -

Conservation 0 Military 0 - Theater 0

________________________

Music 0 Transportation 0

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Include Personage., Dates, Events, Etc.

The Narragansett Casino, a slightly more flamboyant competitor to the
- Casino designed for Newport by the samearchitects, served a large

- fashionable public during the generation whose bearers of old money,
makers of new money, and makers of political decisions for the nation
were all likely to be together in summer on the shores of Narragansett

* Bay. Of this period, after the destruction of the rest of the Casino,
- its successorthe second Casino, and many large wooden hotels, the
F- Towers are the chief and almost the only architectural monument. In size
o - and seafront location1 they form the trademark and the monument of the

town, and they are the necessarynucleus of all visual considerations in
town planning. The geographicand climatic advantagesof Narragansett
have persisted even though the old conjunction of- rail head and Bay ferryF- vanished years ago. At the northern end pf a procession of splendid beachtg

‘a leading to Point Judith, the town and the Towers now happily town proper-
* ty present an opportunity. The significance of the Towers as symbol of

- * social history is real enough, but as a great piece of public sculpture
- indelibly associated with a coastal landscape they have a visual signifi- -Lii cance which is perhaps more. ithportant; and as a focus for community

Ui development they have an important future. It has been suggestedthat
vi fireproof revision of the interior include aGuastavino vault as soff it

to the arched span; MckCin, Mead & White used Guastávino often from the
- early l8BOts and might-very probably have used sucha vault if a fire
proof structure had been-contemplated.: - -
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Date

N.Y. 1886-7

Scully, V.J. Jr. The Shingle Style -. -

New Havbn & London, Yale U. Press 1955 l32-l3tt - -

Sheldon, G. W. Artistic Country Seats: typesof Amer. Villas and
cottage arch w instances of houses Vol. 1, 5-7 -

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell, Jr. Rhode Islani Architecture Providence,
R. I., Rhode Island.MuseumPress, 1939, p. 58, pi.,6J.i. - - -

Smith, Eugenia B. Rhode Island Resort Architecture by Mckim, Méad & White
unpub. thesis atNewpcrt Histotcal Society, Newport, H.. I., pp.---7h-76
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STATE - - - - CODE

Rhode Island -

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

NAME AND TITLE; - - -- -

Winslow Ames, Architectural Histori_n, Social Historian -

ORG

ST

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence,
12 STATE LIAISON oFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
- tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law

89-665, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procecbires set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nothination Ia:

National 0 State Locat 0

I hereb, certify-that this property Is included in the

National Register. -

Name r- - - -

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Titl

Date

Date - -

Keeper of The National Register
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typo nil entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

Rhode In.Lnnri
-

C0UP.ITY

Warthlnpton
FOR .NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUNDER J DATE

[[NAME
jOMM0N! The Towers

HISToRIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the Narragansett Casino
I[LOcATION

STRtET AND NUMWER: -

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narracansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY . CODE

Rhode Island Washington
PHOTO RL.FERENCE

PHOTO CREOIT: nnl- 1nn,jn
DATE OF PH0TO:CpI3v. nec!ative, 1968
1EGATIVE FILED AT, Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I.

EIDENT1F,cAlior.e

z
0

I

U

I

z

‘U

Ui

In
DESCNIE VIEW, DIRECTION. tTC.

arch and towers seenfrci the north, showing original roof and
cupola at juncture with casino Davilions at right; frc,n N ra
gansettPier, R. I., Illustrated, Narragansett,R. I., HOtei
Menì’s Association, 1591.



U



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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STATI
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COUNTY

Washiigton
FOR NPS USE ONLY
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ftNAME . - ...

TCOIMOW Th Tni.r
ID’0R HISTORIC:p 91jp..q rD +flv.IPr .ntranra of th NarragansettCasino

tILOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road -

CITY OR TOWN:

-

Narragansett
STATE: CODE Ic0hJ1T’’I CODE

Rhode IL and 1 Washinnton
3. FHOTORI.FERENCE : .:. . .:* .

- ‘HOTO CREDIT: not known -

DATE OF PHOTO: C. 1950-1955
JEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence,R. I.

ii: EE, 11V ICAIIOI’é .. :/.::.:: ... .:..

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

arch and towers seenfrom the gouth
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typo all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

S TATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Washinrrton
FOR NPS uSE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NAME .- :. .. ... . *.. -...-..

COMMON: The Towers
- AND/OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the Narragansett Casino
[LOcATN

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narraransett
!TATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Washington
IPHOTO RrERENcE .. ... . . . .. .. . .. ...

IPHOTO CREDIT: not known
1ATEOFPHOTOIpV nepfiv 19A
1IEOATIVE FILED AT: Rhr,de Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I.

[ DENTIFICATK*4 .. <..:... . .. -. ....:*.,.
..

DrSCRBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

enera1 view of arch and towers, casino building from north-east;
from Souvenir’ of NarragansettPier, Boston, Mass., J. F. Murphy,
C. 1890.
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Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

In Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z fAME. .. . ..
.

0 COMMON: The Towers
- ANO’OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the Narrac!ansettCasino
I-. LLPc±.LION
u STREET AND NUMBER:

OceanRoad
CITY OR TOWN:

Narraranett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

In
Rhode Island Washincton

z PHOTORLFERENcE . .. . ..

- 1OTOT:A Monograph of the Works ofMcKim,Meap&lThite *.. N. Y.. 1915
I.DATE OF PHOTO: c. l88

LU INEGATIVE FILED AT:

‘U f Richard B. Harrington, 23, JamesStreet, Providence,R. I.
In [ DEN’1FICATtON

DESC’RIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

plan and views of towers and casino buildit as originally
comp]sted
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

.NAME ..,.. -.. . .../.
:.:.

[OMMON: The Towers -

HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance tf the Narragansettasino
LOCAT ION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Washington
rHOTOR,.FERENCE *.*. . ..., .

‘HOTOCRtOIT: known
rATIOf!SHOTO:Ipy nAciativ 1968
IEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I.

1IoENTiFiCATIOti . .. . . ., . :.‘

,t:3cpI5E VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

birds_eye view of Narragansett Pier, R. I., from the north-east,
showing Casino at lower right centre; from Narragansett Pier , R. I.,

Illustrated, Narragansett, R. I., Hotel Men’s Association, 1891.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

Dec. 1968 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY

Washington
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

In Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith map ENTRY NUMBER DATE

. . .. .

..

...

o COMMON: The Towers
- AND/OR HISTORIC: The To.yers çor tower entrance of the NarragansettCasino
I- - ......,. . .,.......... . ...,

STREET AND NUM BER:

U
Ocean Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

In
Rhode Island Washington

REFERENCE
SOURCE: Narragansett Preservationand Imrrovernent Society,

Narraansett,R..’I..
Ui SCALE: 1": 30

DATE:, - i96
E::REQutREMENT$

In ‘ .. .. ....

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

- - --- - -----p,-

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Washington
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
-- DATE

[.!..NAME ::i" :. ,:‘ :.:
. . ..‘‘ ." .

COMMON: The Towers
AND/OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the

OcAT ION
NarragansettCasino

STREET AND NUMBER:

OceanRoad
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Is land . Washington
PHOTORFERENCE ‘‘ - .. . . ‘ - -.

.
, ‘ " ":.‘-

1P HOTO CREDIT, not known
bATE OF PHOTO: 1968
IEGATIVEFULEDAT: NarragansdttPreservationand ImprovementSociety, .

Ni-rasan.qetf,Tflode Thlanr!
jIDENTIFICATIOt.I

DESCRIeE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

existing elevations, drawn by William Warner, A. I. A.,
Providence, R. I.
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Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

STA’I E

Rhode Inland
COUNTY

Washington

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NAME -: ,..-. ::‘,i’:..:: ::‘., -.

JOMMON: The Towers
- lAND/OR HISTORIC: The To.iers or tower entrance of the NarragansettCasino
[_LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE:. CODE COUNTYI CODE

Rhode Island . Washington
:=PH0ro RI.. FERENCE

‘HOT 0 CREDIT: not known . -

DATE OF PHOTO: 1968
FILED AT:NarragansettPreservationand ImprovementSoc3oty,

Nrrapanatt, 1?horls Is1m1
IDENTlFICATc*4 - .--.- -.

DE$CRIE VIEW, DIRECTION. EtC.

existing plan, drawn by William Warner, A. I. A.,
Providence, R. I.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

COMMON: The Towers
AND/OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the Narragansett Casino

L OCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Washington
HOTO RLFERENCE

HOTO CREDIT: not known
TE OF PHOTO: 1968
INE0TIV FILED AT: Narragansett Preservationand ImprovementSociety,

-. Narragansett, Rhode Island
DENTIFICATIOPi -

Rhale Island

AME
" .: : - -. .‘: - . H -. .- :* - "
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Washin’ton
FOR NPS USE ONLY
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

existing plans, drawn by William Warner., A. I * A.,
Providence, R. I.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
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el,

4 nn+ t.,,

NANE- ..*.....*:* . . .. ..., . -. .: ... .. . . ......*. *. . *. . .. I....

FOR N’PS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER f DATE

COMMON: The towers ,

AND/OR HISTORIC: me Towers or tower entrance or the NarragansettCasino
LOCAT ION

STREET AND NUMBER:

- Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE:

Rhode Island
CODE COUNTY:

Washington
CODE

PHOTO R..FERENCE
‘HOTO CREDIT: not known
DATE OF PHOTO: 1966
IEGATIVE FILED AT: N’ ragansettPreservationand ImprovementSociety,

- .,,. Narrnransett,
DE&T1FICATIC*4

Rhode, Is]rand .. .. ,

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

proposedsite plan, by William Warrrer, A. I. A., Providence,R. I.
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Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

STAT I

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Washington
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

[NAME . . . ..... .
.:

- .

JCOMMON:. The Towers
JAND/OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrpnce o the NarragannettCasino

LOAT ION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Washjflgton -

[PttO1ORffERENCE
I-IOTO CREDIT: not known - -

IDATE OF PHOTO: 196R
EGATIVE FILED AT: NarragansettPreservationand ImprovementSociety,

aDflfldBf.F.. m1fwl
F IIIATION . - . - . . .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

proposedplan: first floor, by William Warner, A. I. A,
Providence,R. I.



plan: second Floorproposed
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

In Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z [ NAME . I H. I.
:.

/.I .:/I../::. .

0 COMMON: The Towers
- ANTD’OR HISTORIC: The Towers or tower entrance of the NarragansettCasino
I- J..OCATION

U STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road - -

CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

In Rhode Island Washington
z Pp4OTORffERNCE

PHOTO CREDIT: not know-n
DATE OF PHOTO: 1Q68

LU IEGATIVE FILED AT: NarragansettPreservationand ImprovementSpciety,
LU . N’rgnatt,... 1ThM T1nij ... -

In
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. -

proposedplan: secondfloor, by William Warner, A. i. A.,
Providence,R. I.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

In Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z NAME- . -: .
. . .. ..

0 COMMON: Th Trwers
- AND/OR HISTORIC: T1, TRr n r,entr ceoft Nagganstt Casino

LocATION

u STREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett
STATE: I CODE COUNTY: CODE

In Rhode Island r Washington

z FHOT0RffERENCE
- PHOTO CREDIT: not known

DATE OF PHOTO: 1968
LU EGATIVE FILED AT: NarragansettPreservationand ImprovementSociety,
LU -

Narqtt1 RhM T id
In IDEN11ICATION

____

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

proposedplan: third floor, ‘y William Warner, A. I. A.,
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