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{Chock One)
Excallent [ Good [ Foir [J. Deteriorated fr) Ruins [ Unaxpased [}

+ CONDITION

(Chack One) : (Check One)

INTEGRITY Altersd [ Unaltered (%) Moved [ Original Site [

The Towers are the stone remment of the Narragansett Casino (1883-1885),

DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
As it ecxisted, but the north tower roof has been removed. Present plans call

cexterior restoration of that tower as well as other original exterior details
Interior to be replanned to serve as the Town Hall,

an extensive, mostly wooden, building which burned in 1900 and which was one
McKim, Mead, and White's most picturesque compositions. The Towers provided
one of the entrances to a complex of dining, card, and guest rooms, and a
bridge across the coastal highwpy to the sea shore. -

In essence the Towers are two three-storey blocks in coursed rock-faced
granite, with semicircular ends; between these "pylons," a parallel pair

of tremendous segmental arches, spanning the highway, carried a single great
open room, which is the entire third storey. Above this, & steep pavilion
roof makes, with the semi-conical terminations of the roofs of the flanking
pylons, a handsome skyline. The seaward pylen is about fifty feet from

the rocky shore; attached to the landward pylon on its inland side is a low
square wing -- originally supporting a tall wooden stair tower -- which
since the fire of 1900 has been simply roofed as a low buttress-like form.
The lower flight of the oriinal stair isstill entered from the pavement along
side the highway, but its second and third flights have been rebuilt after
two fires., The first landing is an open square with a semicircular room on
each of two sides; the second lafing opens directly to “the -great room,
dumbbell-shaped in plan, over the .arches. This room was originally open

to the weather in summer; it terminated at the sea end in a wooden balcony,
the corbels for whose timbers are still in the outer walls. The openings
are now glazed with wooden casements. After a fire in the 1960's the
pavilion roof was rebuilt but without the cupola. The seaward pylon has
not suffered from fire but has no stylistic character internally. The
whole building is a superbly rugged and disciplined sculptural mass, a
landmark containing usable space.. The fire marshal now permits occupancy
for not more than seventy-five people. Fireproof remodeling is indicated.
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Prehistoric. . O Engineering . 4 Religion/Phi- Other ¢Speciiy) O
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ({Include Personages, Dates, Eventa, Etc.)

The Narragansett Casino, a slightly more flamboyant competitor to the
Casino designed for Newport by the same architects, served a large
Tashionable public during the generation whose bearers of old money,
makers of new money, and makers of politicel decisions for the nation
vere all likely to be together in summer on the shores of Narragansett
Bay. Of this perlod, after the destruction of the rest of the Casino,
its successor the second Casino, and many large wooden hotels, the
Towers are the chief and almost the only architectural monument. In size
and seafront location they form the trademark and the monument of the
town, and they are the necessary nucleus of all visual considerations in
town planning. The geographic and climatic advantages of Narragansett
have persisted even though the 0ld conjunction of rail head and Bay ferry

vanished years ago. At the northern end of a procession of splendid beachels

leading to Point Judith, the town and the Towers (now happily town proper-
ty) present an opportunity The significance of the Towers as symbol of
social history is resl encugh, but as a great piece of public sculpture
indelibly associated with a coastal landscape they have a visual signifi-.
cance which 1s perhaps more: important; and as a focus for community
development they have an important future. It has been suggested that
fireproof revision of the interior include a Guastavino vault as soffit
to the arched span; McKim Mead & White used Guastavino often from the
early 1880'e and might-very probably have used such a vault if a fire-

" proof structure had been contemplated.-,f S
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vy (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SHTRY MUMDER nive
Z [\ NAME
o "~ [common: Thre Towers
i aworomwmstomic:  The Towers (or tower emtrance) of the Narrapansett Casino
- [2. LOCATION 35 S SR ARG S S S S R TSR
U STREET AND NUMBER!
- Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:
e Narragansett
= STATE: coDE |coumnTY: . CoDE
wv Rhode Island Washington
= P. PHOTO R:FERENCE T B PR
s PHOTO CREDIT: not Il(ngtm
DATE OF PHOTO: cony pnerative, 1968
:: 1ECATIVE FILED AT Phode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I.
w & IDENTﬁ:*sCATION EERS R L R S O T R S
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIHKC?IDN. ETEC.
arch and towers seen from the north, showing original roof and
cupola at juncture with casino pavilions at right; from Nar ra-
gansett Pier, R. I,, Illustrated, Narragansett, R. I., Hotel—
I Men's Association, 1891.
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reneral view of arch and towers, casino building from north-east;
from Souvenir' of Narrapansett Pier, Boston, Mass., J. F. Murphy,
ce. 1890,




MEKIM, MEAD & WHITE

™~ F
L*i s e T m Brine -noom

cOPLM- CAFR - --II i
~ DImING ROOM
. i I I_
[ Ii: *
g r LV L] e a5 ¢ 8 -
Et L L L4
QJ: - _j" .ﬂl ! | e
|
’..
il ? \
e | VIEW FROM THE WEST
i AT g :
‘_ _. .\ . .‘.t‘A
L Al
® v - =
VIEW FROM THE SOUTH
T O ' s
i
THEa
i Tae
PLAN:-OF-SECOND:FLOOR -:%'-}... i | Stae,
__"_:_| Y 1_I_i|n'..m --\:""“x:."__‘_ ~ -%-. .' ’
. CASTNO-AT-NARRAGANSETT:-PIER - RHODE ' ISLAND- -

1684




ﬂk}tg‘s‘ﬁ‘él\"égl Mvienwivn R.h.we Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o
Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SRTRX Nuwwes Sdach
[). NAME: ;
COMMON The TO'HeI'S
—Iano’on wisTonic: The TOMLEMWMMWQ_
[2._LocaTION
STREET AND NUMBER!:
Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Narraramett
s 1 COUNTY: c
ThTE Rhode Island S Washincton 2=
B. PHOTO Ri:FERENCE s

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PHOTO CREDIT:A Monom-aph of the works of McKm, Mea& & Whi;l;e aii Mo Yaa (12151

DATE oF PHOTO: o, 1885
NEGATIVE FILED AT:

8.

Richard B. Harrimzton, 23, James Street, Providence, R. I.
IDEN'ﬂF"ICATION SN = Pole R R e

&

DESCRIBE VIEW, DINICYION I"I’C
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COMMON: Thg Towvers
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. ..
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NEGATIVE FILED ATt Phode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I.

[4.” 1DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

bird's-eye view of Narrapansett Pier, R. I., from the north-east,
showing Casino at lower right centre; from Narragansett Pier , R. I.,

Tllustrated, Narragansett, R. I., Hotel Men's Association, 1891.
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PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
o (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ERTRY NUMBER AT
o common:  The Towers
— ___|ano/ormistoric: The Towers (or tower entrance) of the Narragansett Casino
- 2 LocATION = = s . : o o
STREET AND NUM BER:
= 0 Road
L Ucean noa
: CITY OR TOWN:
(42 Narragansett
l_ STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
W Rhode Island Washington
-~ (3. MAP REFERENCE e o
- source:  Narragansett Preservation and Imorovement Society,
Narragansett 'R, Iy
wi SCALE: 1": 30!
w DATE: 1965
- [4, REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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[1. NAME S SR '
C OMMON : The Towers
AND/OR HISTORIC: The Towers (or tower entrance) of the Narrap:anset.t Casino
[2. LOCATION TR P ,
STREET AND NUMBER:
Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN: p
Narrapansett
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island Washington
B. PHOTO R:FERENCE . , = . SRS SR
"norvo creoiT: not known
DATE OF PHOTO! 1968 %
pEGATIVE FiLeo AT Narragansétt Preservation and Improvement Society,
N + d :
[@1DENTIFICATION 5s e =
DESCRIBE VIEW, DARECTION, ITe
existing elevations, drawn by William Warner, A. I. A.,
PrOﬂdBHCB, R. I.
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- tro’or mistomic: The Tovers (or tower entrance) of the Narragansett Ca ino
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> CITY OR TOWN: 7
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b STATE: CODE |COUNTY: copE
v Rhode Island Washington
=z . PHOTO RGFERENCE . , . g : 15 S 4
e HoTo creoiT: not known
DATE OF PHOTO: 1968
ied NEeaTive FiLeo AT Narrapansett Preservation and Improvement Socie ty,
w _ma-zansm._ﬁhgda_laland — —
v 4. IDENTIFICATION = b B R
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRICTIUN ITC
existing plan, drawn by William Warner, A, I. A.,
Providence, R, I,
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|STREET AND NUMBER:
(& ]
= Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN: ’
o | Narragansett
- STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
v Rhode Island Washington
=z [B. PHOTORGFERENCE -, — : e i
i PHoTO crREDIT: not, known
DATE oF PHOTO: 1068
€ NEGATIVE FILED AT: Narragansett Preservation and Improvement Society,
w Narraganse Rhode Island : _ s
v 14 IDENTIFICATION R R U e
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
existing plans, drawn by William Warner, A. I, A.,
Providence, R. I. ;

_—'A,A




Lt

Lo e e

"

W on b e R




e

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ATATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Rhodea Tsland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
hinet
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM —Washington

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) .

[

NAME:: s i e o

COMMON: The TO’rfefS

e
[

. LOCATION

ano/or mistoric: The Towers (or tower entrance) of the Narragansett Casino |

[sTrREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Narraransett
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

(O3]

. PHOTO R:FERENCE -

Rhode Island Washington

PHOTO CREDIT: not known
oaTe oF pHoTO: 1968
NecaTive FiLeo AT Nar rapansett Preservation and Improvement Society,

I

Hamammﬂmmmﬂ.lﬁland
IDENTIFICATION _ TR

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIHECTION E'I'C

proposed site plan, by William Wartrer, A. I. A., Providence, R. I.




proposed plan first floor
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[1T NAME~ : _
COMMON: The Towers
AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

|sTrREET AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island = Washington

p.' PHOTO R:FERENCE - o, i ioa s

PHOTO CREDIT: -not ]{nm

DATE oF PHOTO: 10K8

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Narragansett Preservation and Imrrovement Society,

53
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

proposed plan: first floor, by William Warmer, A. I. A,
Providence, R. I.




proposed plan: second floor
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photegraph) it il gars
(1. NAME: B e e
COMMON: The Towers e
ano/or misToric: _The Towers (or tower entrance) of the Narragansett Casino
[2. tocaTion : R s R
STREET AND NUMBER:
Ocean Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Narragansett
STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Rhode Island 'l _Washington =
B. PHOTO REFERENCE o e

PHOTO CREDIT: _not knm

DATE oF PHOTO: 104/R

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Narrapgansett Preservation and Improvement Society,

DESCHIDE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

proposed plan: second floor, by William Warner, A. I. A.,

Providence, R. I.
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proposed plan: third floor
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) iRy NUMBER Lo

ll. NAME- e Ly
_COMMON- ThE TDIIﬂrS

L AND/OR HISTORIC: "N" tt Casino e -

S‘I'FIEE'I' AND NUMBER:

Ocean Road

CITY OR TOWN:
Narragansett

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Washington

B. PHOTO RZFERENCE

PHoTo cReEDIT: nNOt known

bATE oF PHOTO: 1968

pNEcaTive FiLee AT: Narragansett Preservation and Improvement Society,

DEEC.RI.BE VIEW, DIRECTIOP; ETC
proposed plan: third floor, ry William Warner, A. I. A.,
Providence, R. I.




proposed plan: basement
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ok
Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[L.: NAME o

.COMMON: T]DE T-D ers

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER.
Ocean Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Narragansett

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

CODE

Rhode Island Washington
LPHOTQ Rt—FERENCE S Eane :.:._ % G S :

Hoto creotT: mnot known

DATE OF PHOTO: 1968

.
peEcaTive FiLeo aT:  Narragansett Preservation and Improvement—Society;

Narragansett s Rhoda Island

DES(".‘HIBE VIEW DIRECTION, .ETC
proposed plan: basement, by William Warner, A, I. A,,
Providence, R. I.




