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Name: Eleazer Arnold House
Great Road
Lincoln, RI

DESCRIPTION:

As originally buill the Eleazer Arnold House had a
clapboarded front wall two stories high, a high peaked front
gable, and a long rear roof over the kitchen lean-to. The
chimneys of the hall and kitchen combined to form a stone end
wall of great width and height. The chimney top, built in a
cross form with applied pilasters suggests brick Jacobean stacks
and is one of the most elaborate in New England. Tiny diamond
paned casement windows lighted the main section of the house but
larger sash windows are used in the lean-to section.

The fireplace in the living-hall is .10 feet, 8 inches wide
and 5 feet, 3 inches high. Its great oak mantel tree is over 12
feet long and together with the heavy ceiling timbers illustrates
the massive construction of a seventeenth-century house.

In the eighteenth century the original structure was
enlarged by raising the roof over the rear to two full stories.
A two-room deep, two-story frame section with a separate chimney
at the east end and a one-story lean-to across the rear were also
added. This is the section with the sash windows which had come
into use by this time. The original high peaked front gable was
also removed during this period.

During the reconstruction the rotted wood of the sills, the
south and east walls, clapboards, studs, windows, doors, and some
framing timbers had to be removed along with later fill in the
hall fireplace. Most of the original frame was left as well as
the chimney masonry, eighteenth-century brick chimney, stack, and
the second-story addition of the eighteenth-century with its
windows.

New floorboards were added along with the second floor
sheathing. Outside boarding was placed diagonally to give
stability to the leaning stone end while modern building paper
was added to prevent wet rot. Old hand wrought nails were used
for the new clapboards and casement windows. A new staircase was
also constructed in the southeast corner following the original
holes in the masonry. The wide off-center gable, although
clearly indicated by the original beams in the attic, was
omitted.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Eleazer Arnold House, Lincoln, Rhode Island, was built
in 1687 and survives today *as a fine example of a stone-ender
house. Rhode Island, unlike Massachusetts and Connecticut, had a
plentiful supply of building stone and lime for mortar. This



resulted in a local form of domestic structure termed a "stone-
ender", created from the method of ehlargement. Starting with a
one-room house with an end fireplace, the first addition was
commonly a rear lean-to instead of another room at the opposite
side of the chimney. Its fireplace wasbuilt beside that of the
hall, and the combined chimneys of the two were so wide that they
virtually covered the whole end of the house. The Arnold House
is one of the finest existing examples of such a stone ender.

The house remainedin the possession of the Arnold family
until it was acquired by the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities. It has undergone restoration and is opened
as a house museum.

BOUNDARY

Located on a small plot of ground on State Route 123 near
its junction with State Route 126, the boundary is drawn to
include only the Eleazer Arnold House, beginning at the southeast
corner where the posts between the lot on the east and the Arnold
property meet Route 123, then west along Route 123 to the hedges
and posts which mark the western boundary then north along these
hedges to a point in line with the house to the northwest, then
following along the wall of this house, first east and then north
to the end of the wall, then continuing east along a row of posts
until they intersect the posts of the eastern boundary at the
northeast corner, then south along these posts to the point of
beginning, as shown on the sketch map.
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