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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eleazer Arnold House, Lincoln Rhode Island was built in 1687
and survives today as a fine example of a stone-ender house. Rhode.
Island, unlike Massachusetts and Connecticut, had a plentiful supply
of building stone and lime for. mortar. This resulted in a local
form of domestic structure termed a "stone-ender", created from

the methocd of enlargement. Starting with a one-room house with

an end fireplace, the first addition.was commonly a rear lean-to
instead of another room at the opposite side of the chimney. Its
fireplace was built beside that of the hall, and the combined
chimneys of the twc. were so wide that they virtually covered the
whole end of the house. The Arnold House is one of the finest
existing examples of such a stone ender.

- The house remained in the possession of the Arnold familly until
it was acquired by the Soclety for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities. In has undergone restoration and is opened as a
house museum. ‘
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Name: Eleazer Arnold House
Great Rcad
Lincoln, RI

DESCRIPTION:

As originally buil&j the Eleazer Arnold House had a
clapboarded front wall two stories high, a high peaked front
gable, and a long rear roof over the kitchen lean-to. The
chimneys of the hall and kitchen combined to form a stone end
wall of great width and height. The chimney top, built in a
cross form with applied pilasters suggests brick Jacobean stacks
and is one of the most elaborate in New England. Tiny diamond
paned casement windows lighted the main section of the house but
larger sash windows are used in the lean-to section.

The fireplace in the living-hall is .10 feet, 8 inches wide
and 5 feet, 3 inches high. Its great cak mantel tree is over 12
feet long and together with the heavy ceiling timbers illustrates
the massive construction of a seventeenth-century house.

In the eighteenth century the original structure was
enlarged by raising the roof over the rear to two full stories.
A two-room deep, two-story frame section with a separate chimney
at the east end and a one-story lean-to across the rear were also
added. This is the section with the sash windows which had come
into use by this time. The original high peaked front gable was
also removed during this period.

During the reconstructicn the rotted wood of the sills, the
south and east walls, clapboards, studs, windows, doors, and some
framing timbers had to be removed along with later £ill in the
hall fireplace. Most of the original frame was left as well as
the chimney masonry, eighteenth-century brick chimney stack, and
the second-story addition of the eighteenth-century with its
windows. ‘

. New floorboards were added along with the second floor
sheathing. Outside boarding was placed diagonally to give
stability to the leaning stone end while modern building paper
- was added to prevent wet rot. ©0l1d hand wrought nails were used
for the new clapboards and casement windows. A new staircase was
also constructed in the southeast corner following the original
holes in the masonry. The wide off-center gable, although
clearly indicated by the original beams in the attic, was
omitted.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Eleazer Arncld House, Lincoln, Rhode Island, was built
in 1687 and survives today as a fine example of a stone-ender
house. Rhode Island, unlike Massachusetts and Connecticut, had a
plentiful supply of building stone and lime for mortar. This



resulted in a local form of domestic structure termed a "“stone-
ender", created from the method of enlargement. Starting with a
one-room house with an end fireplace, the first addition was
commonly a rear lean-to instead of another room at the opposite
side of the chimney. 1Its fireplace was.built beside that of the
hall, and the combined chimneys of the two were so wide that they
virtually covered the whole end of the house. The Arnold House
is one of the finest existing examples of such a stone ender.

The house remained in the possession of the Arnold family
until it was acquired by the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities. It has undergone restoration and is opened
as a house museumn.

BOUNDARY

Located on a small plot of ground on State Route 123 near
its junction with State Route 126, the boundary is drawn to
include only the Eleazer Arnold House, beginning at the southeast
corner where the posts between the lot on the east and the Arnold
property meet Route 123, then west along Route 123 to the hedges
and posts which mark the western boundary then north along these
hedges to a point in line with the house to the northwest, then
following along the wall of this house, first east and then north
to the end of the wall, then continuing east along a row of posts
until they intersect the posts of the eastern boundary at the
northeast corner, then south along these posts to the point of
beginning, as shown on the sketch map.
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E:TE — 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Rhode Island _ { =~ Architecture (Colonial) :
3. NAME(S) OF SITE . : . ' | 4. APPROX, ACREAGE
Elcazor Arnold House ' .2 acres

5. EXACT LOCATION (Cunty, fowenship, reads, ete. I difficult to find, skefeh on Supplementary Sheet) (Jroat ROACL (State Route 123) near
s Junction with -State Route 126, ILincoln, Providence County. o

€ NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also admintstrator if different from owner) 101€ SOCLEGY TOT Lhe Ireservation of
New England Anticuities, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Desctibe Uriefly what makes aite impartant and what remaing are eztont)

The Eleazpr Arncld House, erected in 1687, is an excellent example
of a stone-ender house of medieval design, enlarged in a way that was muche
utilized in Rhode Island., It is also that State's best preserved example
of a 17th century house.

Rhode Island, unlike Massachusetts and Commecticut, had a plentiful .h
supply of building stone and lime for mortaring it. Consecuently, a common
local form was the 'stone-ender' house. This arose from a characteristic
Rhode Island method of enlargement. Starting with a one-room house, with
fireplace at the end, the first addition was commonly a rear lean-to instead
of another room at the opposite side of the chimney.. The lean-to room served
as a kitcnen. Its fireplace was built beside that of the hall, and the
combined chimneys of the two were so wide that they covered virtually the
whole end of the house.

LY L.

The Arnold House is the finest ex{;ting example of such a stone-
ender. As originally built, it had a clapboarded front wall two stories
high, a high~-peaked front gable, and a long rear roof over the kitchen
lean~to., The chimneys of the hall and kitchen combine to form a stone end
wall of imposing breadth and height. The chimney top, shaped by many
pilasters, is one of the most gleborate in New England. The fireplace in
the hall is one of the largest, 10 feet 8 inches wide, 5 feet 3 inches high,
and 3 feet 10 inches deep. Its great oak mantel tree is over 12 feet long
and together with the heavy ceiling timbers well illustrates the massive
construction of a 17th century house. In the 18th century the original
structure was enlarged by raising the roof over the rear td two full stories,
and alse by the additions of a two-room-deep, itwo-story frame section with

8. BIHLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gire best 2ources; gire location of manuscripts and rare vorks) ( b_UIltiIl_U.Gq.)
Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture (New York, 1952), 66-67;
Antoinette F. Downing, Early Homes of Rhode isiand (Richmond, Va., 1937),

41-45; Rhode Island, A Guide to the Smallest Stato (American Guide Series)
(Boston, 1937), 30k,

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES ( Mention best reports and studies, oz, NPS study, I1ABS, ete.)

Historic American Building Survey (3 photos, 1937). | f
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10. PHOTOGRAPHS * )_{_") _83 i 1. CONDITION 12, PRESENT USE (Afuscum, farm, eic.) 13.-DATE OF VISIT

ATTACHED:  visEHs wo [ | Ixcellent Museum Sept. 17, 1957
14, NAME 5)F RECORDER (s:'g:;amrc) 15. _TITLE ] 16. DATE’ ’ .

. = /M([4 .G Charles V. Snell Historian. . | Nov. 22, 1967
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more apace for any item on the
reguler form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’'d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . . Page 2. :

STATE

MAME(S) OF SITE

Rhode Island Eleazor Arnold House

_T. Continued:

a separate chimney at the east end, and a one~story lean-to across the rear.
The original high~peaked front gable was also removed at this tine.

The house remained in the possession of the Arnold Tamily until

it was acquired by the Soeciety for the Preservation of New England Antiquities.
Carefully restored and maintained in excellent condition, the house is open
to visitors.
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