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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN| PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Woonsocket Post Office is a one-story classicizing Beaux-Arts structure
occupying an entire bjlock in Woonsocket's central business district. The building

is set back from the street, providing a low walled planting strip filled with shrubs,
grass, dand a flagpole. The siting, the building's neo-classical monumentality, and

it cast stone sheathing provide contrast with the adjacent brick late nineteenth and
twentieth century commercial structures and make the Post O0ffice a focal point of the
Streetscape.

.Originally built between 1910 and 1912; the former Post Office also includes the

-enlargement of 1929-1930, when the original structure was extended to the north,

The rectangular structure sits on a three foot high, coursed granite basement.

Thirteen bays wide and six bays deep, the exterior is articulated by massive piérs

supporting a Doric entablature and low parapet on the flat roof., Two entrances with
cast iron "classical" fascia in the third and ninth bays, flanked by eiaborate
wrought iron lamps, are reached from the street by broad granite steps. Tripartite
windows -- the central section is a double-hung sash window -- with tripartite
transom windows fill the remaining bays. A Toading dock fills the rear elevation.

The raised monitor roof -- over the mail sorting area -- has a modillion cornice,
supported by regularly spaced consoles, and a circumferential anthemion and palmette
acroteria frieze. : :

The greatest part of the interior 'space -- approximately the five rear bays --

is occupied by the mail .sorting and service area:. this open area is punctuated only
by supporting piers. The lobby is sheathed with simple dark stained paneling. Two
offices are on the southern side of the buiiding. .

Though well preserved, the building has been vacant since 1975, and the interior has
suffered some deterioration caused by lack of regular maintenance. The building's
structure remains sound. n :
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" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former Woonsocket Post Office, typical of the Beaux-Arts style favored by the
United States government for its buildings in the early years of the twentieth
century, is the only representation of its type in Woonsocket, where the central
business district is characterized by the many vernacular brick structures which
line the downtown streets. The free adaptation and employment of classically
derived motifs, well integrated inte the contemporary form of the structure, make
the former Post Office an interesting footnote to Woonsocket's architectural history
~and a local Tandmark of some distinction. : ’

Completed in 1912 and enlarged sympathetically in 1929-1930, the former Woonsocket
Post Office remained in use.until the present facility was opened in 1975. The
handsome building "has been a focal point of the streetscape for over Sixty years,
contributing variety to the Main Street area. .. - ce

The United States Postal Service has declared the building excess to postal needs,
and the disposal of the building is imminent. Thus, we recommend that the fovmer

Woonsocket Post Office be decalred eligible for-inclusion in the National Register
at this time. -




LW, PIE S T

o ey

- EiMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RE} LRENCES T

Statewide Mistoric Preservation Report F-k-1:. :Woonsocket

Interview with R. Gé]ipeau, woonsocket-Postmaster, 29 September 1977.
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Former Woonsocket Post Office
Woonsocket, Rhode Island
‘W McKenzie VWoodward

October 1977

Interior: Entrance Lobby







Former Joonsocket Post Qffice

toonsocket, Rhode Island

L licKenzie ‘lcodward

October 1977

Interior: General View of Uorkspace and liail-sorting Room
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Former Voonsocket Post Office
Woonsocket, Rhode Island
Wm McKenzie Voodward

Octoberr 1977

Exterior: Facade




