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Chock One -

C Etcelleni Ei Good C Fair - C Deteriorated C Ruins C Unexpos.d
CONDITION

Check One Chock One -

EI Altered C Unaltered I Moved Original Site

DCSCRIOE THE PRcSENT AND ORIGINAL lfknown PHYStCAL APPEARANCE - -

Silas Clapp built his house on his family’s 100-acre farm, in 1804,-
two years after his marriage. The couple populated the house with six - -

children whose descendantsretained ownership of the property until -

1883. Since that date the house has been lived in by a succession of -

sympathetic owners, enabling it to survive intact and in good condition. . -

The main section of the house is a two-and-a-hlf-story rectangular
- block measuring 31 ft. by 35 ft. 6 in. To this is attached at the rear

northeast corner a 12 ft. by 12 ft. eli of c.1900. The house rests on
a cit fieldstone foundation, has a timber frame covered with clapboarded
cedar planking on the front and shingled planking elsewhere. It is
covered with a wooden shingled gable roof without a ridge pole. There,
is one central brick chimney, 9 feet square on the first floor and
6 feet square on the second floor. - - - - - .

m -

The entrance is emphasizedwith a broken dentilled pediment resting
rnon fluted pilasters with boldly projecting capitals. Above the door is

a semi-circular leaded fanlight with arrow patterned radial muntins . --

Both door and fanlight have framesembellished with grooves horizontally z
extending in alternating lengths from the outer edge of the frame towards ,,

- the opening. A mouldêd.keystone crowns the fanlight. The bases- of the
- :

- pilasters are restorations and the door is a twentieth-century . -

replacement. Two doors in-the eli provide access to the house from the
- east side and rear. - - C

- n
The windows are all reproduced, six over six double hung, many with

old glass. splayed flat lintels cap the first story windows and all of -

the windows on the gabled ends of the house. Each has a projecting
sill. The house is without further detail as even the main cornice has
no moulding or returns. - - . --

-

The original five room plan has been modified with baths on both - -

floors and the eli on the first floor. Modern bath, storage, and
kitchen facilities have been confined to the rear corner rooms and thus - -

- the original sense of interior space hasbeen largely - preserved. All of
the interior woodwork is original and in excellent condition. The :
interior doors have either four or six panels, the cased corner posts -

are beaded, the cornices and chair rails - are simply moulded, and the -

floors are of wide pine - boards. - - - - - - -- - -

The front staircase has a moulded handrail, closed stringcourse with -

bolection moulding, diagonally set square balusters, square newel posts
capped by spheres, and acorn pendants on the angie-posts. The - fireplace
in the southwest parlor is decorated with a band of short fluting above
a Greek key design on the cornice, a double paneled frieze, ai- vertical

- . - -
- $ee continuation sheet - - -
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pcinel to either side of the frieze to suggest pilasters, and mitered ears.
In the southeast parlor the fireplace is slightly simpler with two rows -. -

of short fluting on the cornice, a plain frieze bordered with vertical -

panels, and mitered ears. The walls of the original kitchen are -

horizontally sheathed below the chair rail and plastered above while the
ceiling beams are exposed. -

The house faces south on approximately an acre of land. Most of the
original 100-acre farm remains undeveloped woodland and pasture and under
single ownership. To the east of the house is an early nineteenth-century
corn crib covered with wood shingles and resting on nine granite piers.
A later shed, carriage house converted into a garage, and a well, are to
the east and rear of the property. Old fruit trees and lilacs and stone - -

wafls on the north and partially on the south side of the - property give - - -

a sense Of the building’s-original rural-setting. - .. - - -. - -
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D Commerce 0 Literature -
- lotion - -

C Communications o Military - - - 0 Theater -

-D Consemvotion
- 0 Music

- Q Transportotion -

STAT EMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE - - - -

The Silas Clapp House is representative of the federal farmhouses -

built in rural Rhode Island. Its plan and most of its architectural
detail reflect the building practices of twenty five years earlier.

= Only ‘the leaded fanlight over the front doorway reveals the 1804 date
of construction. The house has been well-preserved and little altered0 for modern living while the original farmlands remain undeveloped. As

- such the Silas Clapp House is an excellent example of the vernacular -

H building once common in rural Rhode Island. It is of great importance
U - to West Warwick as few buildings from previous centuries have survivedin that town and the area is gradually becoming - commercialized. - -
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Eriggz, Esther A. S., Unpublished notes by a friend of Mary and
i’:cy Clapp, in the possession of Mrs. Milton MacDonald. - -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

CM tO-OI A

I. NAMF
- AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE A.alanod by NJ’S

ilns Clapp I-louse

2. LOCATION
,TATt: COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Kent West Warwick -

H Ii T AND N IJM

st Greenwich Avenue
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT -

JamesGibbs

DATE

March 1973

NEGATIVE PILEDATRI Historical
Preservation Commission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Corn Crib from front or south side.

GPO 932.009
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FORM 10-301 A
16/12

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith phooraph
1. NAME

COMMON

Silas Clapp House

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Aaiigned by NJ’S

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Kent -

TOWN
West Warwick

STREET AND NUMBER

East Greenwich Avenue -

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

- - James Gibbs

DATE

March 1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT K..!.. historical
Preservation Commission, 52
Power St.,, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Fireplace in south-west parlor. - -

GPO 93Z.009
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SILAS CLAP? HOUSE

Geographical Coordinates

Latitude: 41° 40’ 24.73" N

Longitude: 71° 30’ 48.61" W
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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COMMON: Silas Clapp House
AND/OR HSTORIC: -

LI0C TON
STREET AND NUM BER:

East Greenwich Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: -

East Greenwich
STATE: CODE COUNTY: - CODE

Rhode Island 44 Kent 003
I - . - -: . - - - -- - - -

u_MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE: /

U.S. Geological Survey

SCALEI 1:24,000 -

DATE: 1955 Photorevised 1970
REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

INT: I5672


