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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL Ii known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built before 1800, the John Waterman Arnold House is a sim-
- ple, eighteenth century farmhouse of a type once common in Rhode
Island. The two-and-one-half story, four-bay-wide, gable roof

- blapboard house is set on a stone foundation facing south. The
five-room plan, with its large, central, brick chimney, pro- -

vides two large front rooms to either side of the chimney, and
three rooms across the back on each floor. A large fireplace F
with crane in the cellar uggets that the kitchen may have been
located here, but there is a wide, paneled kitchen fireplace with
a side oven in the central rear room on the first floor. A two-
story ell was built to the rear of the house in the nineteenth
century. -

The six-light window sashesand the wide, flat, Greek Revi-
val entrance, with its six-panel door and sidelights, appear to
be later renovations. While several of the mantelpieces, com-
posed of large-, plain panels, appear to be original, as do the
wide-board floors throughout, much of the interior was also al-
tered in the first half of the nineteenth centuri. Although
detail throughout is extremely simple, the entrance hall was - -

altered to accomodate an extremely graceful, winding staircase.
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The John Waterman Arnold House was built on part of the -

land granted to William Arnold, one of the earliest settlers of
Pawtuxet, Rhode Island, in 1638. John WatermanArnold, a car
penter by trade, was the last male Arnold to om the property.

The simple design and detail of this early farmhouse were
once common to Rhode Island. It is most significant as a -

typical, rural home of the late-eighteenth century which has
been well preserved and is currently being restored by a local
historical society as a museum. - -
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