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DESCRIBE THE PRCSENT AND ORIGINAL II known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I ,,

The Forge Farm, where Major-General NathanaelGreene was horn and. - -

where he . lived and helped with the family agricultural and commercial . .

pursuits.until he married and built a house elsewhere, to-day comprises .

179 acres, of which a cotEiderable part is still worked as farmland-- . - ‘1’ r’E

r’

at present rowing. alfalfa. :..On. this. land there:stan4. the-mainGreene- .

house and a number of subsidiary buildings, there ‘are also woods, ponds,
a sluiceway for the vanishedGreen! grist-mill and, iron-forge, winding .‘ ‘.

dirt roads,.a flower garden anda:vegetableone,..afamily-cernetery.
The grave of Nathanael.Greene is not,’. however, :in this lsdt,’ as:he..died "

and was buried with honours in Georgia;but the..graveofhis brother .‘. .

Christopher, also a evolutionary War officer, :is in the ,enclosnre- ,: , ,.

The main house, whose core ws constructed in 168w, Jas . S.

‘

Greene, is near the north-eastern corner of the. property, where the . -,

land is quite elevated above Forge Road; and is reachedby a gravel , .

drive. It is also above the’ Potowomut or ttGreene?sIIRiver to its m
east, where the GreenesT iron and milling enterprises were located. To- .,

day, the house presents externally a mid-XIX.-Century appearance,for ‘ , :v
H. not only was it re-cased in the latter half of the XVIII Century, but . ‘ -

in 1862-1863 it was given an extension and some other alterations; its ‘. Z

oldest portion remains, nevertheless--within two coats of claphoardinp--
and on the interior the old. plap is edent.. It was built of iber - ‘.5.

H ‘ - . framing pinned by’ nails from the family forge; rather than peggd and1’,, , ,,

vertical sheathing, two-and-a-half storeys high above a low fieldstone - .4!-
basement, and carrieS a: gable roof... The entrance is a central one now. C

.

.1: ‘* : brought forward in a tall; narrow Victorian projection in its five-bay

..‘

east front, and the Wouseistw6 rdoms deep--theseros ‘laid out abt . .

a

ce.ntre chimney inthe. tical fite-roOm plan; one room on ither.side, - . . *
of a small entry- and stair-hall, three rooms across the back of the I o
house. Attached at the sbuth was -a’ gambrel-roofed ell probably a .

‘- . : 1:"
summer kitchen of a atorey-and-a-half,which has been supnlantedby a
larger Victorian service,wing, under a gable‘-roàf, truncated at one end,
and with a connector to the main house, a sitting-porch with wide wooden

p arcades runsin front of wing and connector. During the 1860’s re- Il !j

modelling the main house may have had the pitch of its roof raised to
give greater top-floor acoctimodation,and it was given an eaves cornice
carried on brackets of modest design At the same time a central en-
trance "pavilion" of two-and-a-half storeys was protruded, this has the r A’

.‘‘double,’glazedfront ‘door, shelotered by a’squareone-storeyporch car-
ned upon squarewooden columns, above are natred windows surmountedby
a’ hood, and in the third-floor gable is a’ small diñgle windOw whose top"’ ;.‘;,

is of semi-hexagonalshape. ;Ground-floor windows retain their old
I ,

capping mouldings,but all windows of the old house, where there used
to he twelve-over-twelve sash, nOw ho two-over-two or one-over-one I.
sash. ‘

:‘ .. ‘

Upon entering the ‘rain door in the projection, one is in a small
hallway not greatly -larger than the, original one; from it a curving ‘.

stairway, said to pre-date the 1862-1863 changes,ascends,showing a It,

See Continuation Sheet 1
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7. Description .;14

rail. with a heavy, -turned neweiatthe:hottom,, and there-is a-niche iri.., C’

I t - $ the conformingly-curved backing wall in front of the chimney, where on- -‘ *, ‘ ‘

pinally a tight and angular stair would have been. To right and left
I ‘- nor-handsoutharelsitting-rooms--one’nrohably originally a-dining- - ‘- ,‘

‘ room--both of which have early ‘wainscOting with ‘large, square,‘raised and ‘‘‘

‘bevelled-panels. The northern’rooms retains all of its:’earlyi. e., ,,‘, ,‘
, 5ç’

XVIIL-Century character,HShowing.:casedcorner-posts and a low-ceiling, ‘ -: ,‘-, -

as are seen throughout the rest of the house In this room remains an
early and praninent-mouldedwoodcornice;’the fireplace’treatment’incor-" "L/

porates heavy, rounded mouldings around the hearth and an oblong eared I

panel as over-mantel above the shelf; here the wall spaces are defined by ‘ , ,

early XIX-Century wallpaper borderscarefully preserved. Most doors on - : ‘ ‘

* this floor were replaced in the 1862-1863 renovations’ and have,panel ar-’ " W4’.
rangementswith’heavymouldings of the-mid-Victorian.period. The roan to"
the south of the- entry has-a mantelpieâe of the Federalperiod, -and behind ", ,",

this roan a new dining-room was,pushèd’-outin the :186o1s: this has:a semi- ‘
2

-. hexagonalwestern ba.y which extends tothe floorS above. The wing to the ‘-

J,south, containing domestic offices and extra bedrooms, hasalready been-’
‘:mentioned. - , -

,

$ .3k
On the second floor the old doors with six shallow panels remain,.

,‘

‘many with their original hardware from: the Greene forge. - The north-east ‘:-. -

chamber is the one in which NathanaelGreenewa horn, and his cradle is
still there The only change made in this room was the installation of a
prominently-panelled mantelpiece of heavy GreekRevival-Victorian wood-
work Openingfrom this major bedroom is a smaller one in the north-west
corner of the house which General Greene occupied as a youth Another
large bedroom is across the hall, smaller ones are at the rear of the house
and in the wing There are now also bedroomsat third-floor level in the
main house Furnishings aid ornaments throughout are antiques of various
periods brought here by many generations and branches of the family
House and contents are meticulously cared for and are not infrequently
shown to interested grouns and individuals upon request, although the fan’
is not open to the public in any reneral sense

- ‘- - I - -
:-

-
- Not far to the rear of the house iS a former wood-houseand laundry

:° one storey, of the Victorian style in its plainer form; this has been
‘slightly extended to form a guest-house.’ To the south-west of the houseF ‘‘1- "is a group of outhuildinis of’ various ‘ages, including an old barn moved
from a more distant place on the property, enlarged and riven a cupola

.,:. modest frontal trim in the Greek Revival period; there is also an earl;
Xfl-Century wagon and storape shed. On the eastern border ,of the, land, .

Forge Road, are a small, old, one-storby’farmhouse with its own barn or ,, ,

shed4.and.:a former storehouse for the mill which until c. 1830-18h0stood - ‘ 1’.
nearby on the river,wit!1.the forge then’dn the opposite bank.- -The family

-

See Continuation Sheet 2
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7. Description. * - - $
- :,‘

* * * ‘ - ‘

cemetery-is a’ stone-waled area a’ distance west’of the house--andscreened -‘

by trees.’: it is’ ofinterest nbt onlybecause of,itssuccession of occw

pants hut also becauseof-the successivestyles of grave markers, starting itt

with the simplest of low, unenrravedQuaker slabs of stone stuck in the
earth at head and foot and progressing through imposing Victorian monuments

to the nlainer headstonesof this century Mr
* ***** * *-:- , - ‘ ‘ .-.

* , - Since-the tiweof NathanaeFOreeneand his brother Christopher,’ who --. ‘ ‘ . I

inherited it, The Forge Farm has not descendedin an unnoken filial line I

but has sometimes gone collaterally to nenhews or cousins. However, it

$ - - - - has never had an owner not bearing the- Greene -surnameor not interested ii - ‘

the traditions of the house and the land, and in their maintenance: this
*

- even seeMs assured.foi’ -the:future. ‘fl - ‘ - ‘ $ ,‘, -
I 1*

-- ---‘- $1,,
‘I’’’’ "S, ‘I

8. Significance

: - When war broke out-: in l77, Greene was placed in charge of raising,
in Rhode Island -and nearby Connecticut,‘1500 men for the Continental. Army,

H: *‘ * * a group which he tooktoMaSsachusetts, ‘where General Washington in Can- "

bridge on June 22 created him a brigadier-reneral Serving throughout the I’

entire war closely with Washington, Greenewas one of the latter’s most ad-
mired and trusted officers He was promoted to major-general in 1776 and
was present in all the important areasand campaigns, from the earliest
ones in Massachusettson through the concluding ones in the south He was
known both as a strategist andas a-brilliant, thorough andeffective’ad-’

* !‘; * $ ministrator. Leaving military service finally in 1783, Qreen returned o
-

Rhode Island for a short time but then returned south to live on and man
age a plantation which the state of Georgia had presented to him as a
gesture of gratitude he also received an estate from South Carolina.

$ I
- Until his death in 1786,howevér-he returned ‘annually to Rhode Island fo:

extendedvisits and’ neunionà with comrades-in-arms’. ‘ , - ‘I’ -
, $

$ NathanaelGi’eene!sb±’otherChrlstopher’also served as-an officer, in
* - the Revolutionary War and was- the son who received, lived ‘On aS main

tained The Forge Farm. His grave is in ‘the burying-ground on th ‘propert, 4:
* -. -

$ together-with an earlier one of Behjaznin Franklin1s sisten, who had mar’
* ried into this faxnily,’and those of oth&r Gneenes,down to the’ late hus

* : :-:-,‘-
* hand* of the farm’s present owner. - - $ -

-

As]de from the values due to notable family associations and to th
- * -,contents ,of the main house, the whole complex of residence, outbuildings,stone sluiceway, cemetery,’fields and woods is a- remarkable-survival- of, ‘s

- ---
- prosperous rural agricultural property--altogether itself a piece-of ,,

-
"living history" n--I972 one must álso state that this. inherited’and

7 -‘ cared-for property, npt far from ‘a major highway.and a popular camping-:- - $ -

park, is a tOwards preserving its immediate ‘and handsomeprivate:’ , p’3Tt
residential adjacency.

___________

I
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The Forge’ FarmHpropentyis onla-pan of the,XVIt_Centuryt!Poto
-womut PuxchasetImade-from ,the ndianà by-a group’ofWarwick settlers, -

**, of whom one was -John Greene,-whose-son Jamescame to1Potowomutafter I

I-

-- the Indian wars,- erecting ‘-there, á-fahnhouse- the core -of the’ present:
j’dwelling. Laten,JamesGreene’s.Soñ-Jabez in company’with Thomas:, I

0 Hill, improved an old Indian dam across the Potowomut Riven and con-’
- stricted a sluiceway to provide water-power to operate asaw- and
i- grist-mill, and a forge or smithy was established--fromwhich the farm
u takes its name I,

JamesGreene’s farmhouse of i68b was enlarged and re-cased in
$

I-.

- in $ -

z ‘

--
-

-

-the XVIII Century arid again -in 1862-1863--accounting-forit5 present- -

- - -- exterior appearance--althoughinternally, it retains many of’ its older /
features, - such as corner-posts, panellingetc.’ and much hardware made , -

at the family forge.’ It contains also furniture dating baok to the - -

earliest- Quaker Greenes, as well as:-relics--suchas-ihis cradle and his’L
militia sword--of Nathanael,Greene. The house is in possessionof

- I Ui
-

$ w
I

,the ninth generation of Greene-descejidants-and-;is uAed as a residence,, ,

still thehead-houseof large,farru-’aàneageupon,which stand various : -

outbuild ings and where the family burying-ground is maintained

- HistoricaUhowevCr, -thç house is generally ,assighedits >1.:

greatest prominence-as being the birthplace in lTh2 of the famous Re-
-

- volutionary War Officer,Major-General NathanaelGreene,--Rhode-Islandcs $

- $ outstanding‘figure - in that conflict -The first thirty-two years of his-
- life were spent at The Forge Farm, where- he helped with it5 -agricul- -

$
, , tonal operations ‘and with - the - running of the -family’s mifling,

and foundry enterprisese’ At, the ‘same time; he, was--also pursuing a
- ‘

.‘ course of reading nd study which had been laid out for him by the
$

7
- - $

- eminent Newport divine and diaristEznâ Stiles; later to be msiderit ‘I

of Yale ‘Coliége.’i Greene became,a. freeMan of the’ town of Warwick in- - , -,

1765, and -in the:éanly 1770’s he,- was-a representative tothe colony’s;
- - - Geperal Assemblye - In 1773 he b:ecáme interested in military matters, I

$ - - for-which he’was expelled from the:’local, Quaker meeting; and in 17711 - -‘ -

-- $ , - , he helped-organise,in nearby East’ Greenwich the militia body - known as ‘-

the Kentish Guards and-still existing to-day.
-- $ $ __ - .‘

, - - - .1

- - $ $ See Continuation Sheèt’2. -
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I ‘ E: ‘Added service ai’ea’
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165 acres -

Verbal boundary description

The nominated property includes city plat 211, 10t 1, plat 212,
lots 1,2 and 7, all in their entirety see site map. -
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$ Lawrence, Anna N. N.: History of Potowomut East Greenwich, Rhode
Island, 1931. - -‘ - -

Greene, George Washington: The Life -of-Nathanael Greene New York,
-- 1867-1871. -- -

-- Mayer,-Theodore: -Nathanael Greene,Strategist of the American Revo-
-, lution New York, 19110. - -- - ‘ -

rrClarke,;LouiseBrot.qnell:, -The Greenes of Rhode Island New York, 1903.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER

NW
NE

E
SW

APP A 0

Degrees Minutes Second, Degree,
,jo 38 -lio.r7"r - 71 ,
1110 7*Iq 71?

- lii 0
- 38 14.6O’? 71 0

.1 1110 2t8211r _.11 -o
XIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED

LONGITUDE

0
R

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY’

- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Minutes Secors-Is Degrees Minutes Seconds
27e1Q.21"pi - 0

26 113371K I

26’ Sh.8i"i -

2721 DO"1L.

- ________

PROPERTY: 179 nnrnc

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES ‘FOR PAOPRtIES ‘OVERLAPPING STATE-OR COW

StATE: 1 - -- ‘ H "

a --a c-,:-’---H--
CODE COUNTY :.I- I - -

-
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:
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STATE:’’"

- NAME AND TITLE:
-

--
,: Richard B. HErrington

I -- -: - $ - I

MinUt., - Second.

-ConSu1tant r H- - - - --", - --
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10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map
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COMMON: The Forge Farm

$rE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Kent
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

-

AND/OR HISTORIC: Bihplace of Ma or-General- Nath gel
LGcAT

Greene
-

STREET AND NUM BER -

ti0 Forge Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Warwick

SOURCE:

U. S. GeologicalSurvey
5CALE: 1: 2h,000
DATE: 1o7

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundarl.s wh.r. r.qulr.d.

2. North arrow. -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

CITY OR TOWN:

Warwick
STATE:

Rhode Island
CODE COUNTY:

Kent

IA-IL

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Kent
F OR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

GATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
John Browfl House1 2 Power Street1 Providence Rhode I&"

- - - . JIRE_

East, or entrance front of the house, showing still, c. 1860-1862,
its XVIII-Century appearanceand the small raml-re1-roofed eli to
the south.

[COMMON: The ForgFarr
lAND/OR HISTORIC: Mrt-’o1ace of Malor-General_NathanaelG-eene

LLocAroN
ITREET ANL.

10 Forge Road

z
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z

U.’
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TE OF PHOTO:C. 1860-1862
PHOTO CREDIT: RhOue iJ.LIU U.L ULUL LVdL,.L.UU U!I1LI1.LDD.LULIi UUV i1IjLV
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HITORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

In Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

z

____________________________________________________________

o COMMON: The Forre Farm
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Birthplace of Major-General Nathanaei Greene
I- LOCAT1ON - ..

U ITREET AND NUMBER: -‘

hO Forge Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Warwick
STATE: CODE JCOUNTY: - CODE

Rhode Island 14 1 Kent 003
.:-::.:.::-:-:--X-: :-:-:-:-v .:.-:.-:-:-: - .-.----->::->>.:

z -- -.-.-.-.- --.-.--, --.--- .--.-. -. .-.-.--

- PHOTO CREDIT: Jamesdibbs
DATE OF PHOTO:OctOher, 19f2

U.S 4EGATIVEFILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

w - John Brown
:

in ,...
-

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Detail of south wall of north sitting-room on first floor, showing
IVIII-Century woodwork and early XIX-Century wallpaper borders.-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Kent

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

1! NAME -. . . ... ... I.

COMMON: The Forge Farm
AND/OR HISTORIC: Birthlace of raor-General NathanaelGreene

LOCAT1ON
iTREET AND NUMBER:

hO Forge Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Warwick
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Kent
OTORERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT: JamesGibbs
DATE OF PHoTo:OCtOber, 1972
IEOATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

John Brown House 2 Power Street, Providence Rhode Island, 02906

.
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Detail of north wall of south-east chaniber on second floor.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

in Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

X
--:--- -

o COMMON: The ForRe Farm
-

__

AND/OR HISTORIC: Birthplice of Majoreral NathanaelGreene
. t OCMION . -.

U TREET AND NUMBER:

ItO Forge Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Warwick
STATE: ODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Kent uuj

x OTO REFERENCE
- L1H0T0 CREDIT: James Gibbs

bATE OF PHOTO: October, 1972
U.S lIEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

ohn Brown House, 2 Power Street, Pr9yidpce,Th p2906

___
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DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. -

East, or entrance front of the house as seen to-day, showing the
alterations and extensions of the 1860’s.
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