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X_ Altered [ Unuhrred R S ] Mcved‘ E] Orlgmoi Site

‘pranite hases rise 32' to support a wide plain architrave with a narr

; DE CRIDE THL i"RESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) #HYSICAL APPEARANCE

_ The present United {(or Pirst) Methodist Church frwonting south on
Church Street in Yarren, Rhode Island, was huilt in 18Ll, the second
church huilding on the site. . The stricture is a long (62' hy 78')
gable~rocfed, two-story %unlﬁinc with a full two-story Creek Revival
portico and a sbeeple and spire tuilt up of modified Ceorcian elewcnl .
The viewr of the bhiilding as seen from the Town Common is dramatic

ad jacent eighteenth-century and Victorian buildings COWblne to ch 0iish
it in a2n important historiec environment. : .

Exterior:

Four colossal hand-hewn woeden Doric columns set upon L%'-square
deﬁtiTn.and telow a plain frieze which supporis a plain cornice f:amlnh
the. pediment. Four panelled pilasters divide the fagade wall into hays,
cach of which contains a single 9-over-%-sashed window on the ground
level and a two~-story compound 9- over-9 windouw ahove, all with heavy,
‘molded lintels. This patiern of wall vilasters and fenéstration is con-
tinued on the sides of the church. Flush hoards are used for the front
wall cover; the sides are clih‘oardac ' -

The ‘main front eqtrance iz not “rlylﬂal The original flat-headed
enfrarement containing massive, eight-panelled doutle deoons was replaced
in 1258 hy the present doorway of smaller scale, carrying a broken- '

scrolled pediment and containing svaller doors beneath a trans om.  (4n
additional entrsnce on the church's east side was closed in 1809.) O
tre north end of the church building, the sancbuery projects 61, uith
fo winsous except a small rounn—“ eaded one-at the northuest cowuer
‘near & plailp rear qntrunuc to;tho vestry. '

. The steeple, of TPLdTﬁdudlre Gecrgian form has three sguare, gradu-
“ated stages leading 4o an octegonal cupola-base for the small spire with
a simple arrov weathervane; the spire's termination iz 130! from the
‘pround.  The. steeple's first level 1s a horize ntdliﬁ—rgsticated aauare
indented at its angles, with narrow {riple openinps on each side. It
containg a grest tronzs Fall placed there by the town in 1855, at an
Coriginal cost of § 700,007, to énable the clock to sound the hours

This tell was originally rocked hv a great weoden wheel, to swing thn
siriker inside; todav the kell is hit by a metal hammer oporated by =
rooe pull. A widely-projecting cornice originally carrying acroteria
(now removed) cromg this stane of the steeple.

The steenle's second level has vanelled corner pllasters and T1ow
projecting pantls—containing acy roteria motifs on each side, helow the
four cloclk-faces, which arz painted blaclk and have. their eoricinal gold
numerals. Inslde, naturally, is the clock room, where in 18L8 the town
placed iroen clocl-works (1nuporutive nowr aud awaiting repair) with 300-
pount weights., : ' ’ :

(See Continuaticn Sheet.)
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(Suly 1969} : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhade Island

NATIONAL REGISTER CF HISTORIC PLACES [coumsy
] Bristol
IRVENTORY - MOMIKATION FORM .
‘ FOR NP5 USE ONL.Y
ENTRY NUNMBPER DATE

{(Continuation Sheet) =1

(Numbor 2! aniries) . .

7. Description,

The smaller third level of the stesple repeats that of the clock
level and is pierced by b-over-6 wimdcus of hatiered shape with heavy
architraves. Upon this stace rises the delicate octagonal cupola, with
panelled pilasters and eight windows, which supports the panelied, wood-
sheathed spire and the Ueathc rvane with its gilded arrow.

During renovations in 19?0.tbe acroteria uvoon the cornice of the
ball tower (and these may have originally teen. a repeated adornment at
the upﬁer levels of the steeple) were removed duc to deterioration and
have not heen replaced. '

Interior,

The church anditorine is reached hy stairs at either side of a
largze, high front hall which contains a halconv and a catwalk from it to
the tell_rope. Staircases have massive turned newel posis and rectansular
wood halusbers that continue across the balcony. Walls are plustered
doon Lo a walnscot of horizontal flush roards.

f'd

The ditorlum, designed to sent 500, is nearly square, measiwing
601 =61 wide and 651-6 deep. The pew plan is laid out with 2 wide center
aisle and side aisles; the origival box vews are £till in place. The
side halconies have plain fronts of recessed mnelling and. arc each sup-
ported by four round wooden colwms with Doric capitals. The original
choir loft or rear balcony is nou closed .off by a wolld wall.

An 187 st ereoscopic photogranh of the alter wall is of great ine
terast, showing that area tefore the present organ was installed in 1907.
This shows palnted trempe-1!eeil decoration representing two great Jonic
columns set in Tront of a pilastered wall; these columns supnort an an.-
tablature with frieze and dentils helow a nanelled ceiling. The painted
pergpactive creates an ilinsion of rreat depth in what is actuslly a very
shallon platform. This old view alse shows details painted on the ni-

_laster ecanitals on each side of the platform, a Greek-kev friezc around
'tho ranalled ceiling and a hand of dentils on tha eonbimous entahlature--
all seen today witbout this ornamentation. Church records suzgest Lhat
~all these eTa oravnonc may have heen added in 1860

Tonﬂv, trro 00100"1 froom“fﬁndinr fluted Tnniﬂ columnza . stand at the
rear of the anditoriuwm, sliphtly forward (north) of the choir balcony and
the curving vestibule wall; ithev sunport the main cornice of the audito-:
rium at that snd of the bulldingﬂ The now-Vanisbed nainted columns may
have teen intended to echo thes

Original ecolors of the Juﬁztoran", of its ola%orauGWV nainted
trompe-l'ocil pulnit area an? its ornamental o ceiling are unknown. In the
refuwrbishing of 1951 the nos coved, originally compartwanted, ceiling |
was mainted a pale Plue-green.,  The walls are soft beige. Stronger

(See Continuation Steet 2.)
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(Number ali entries)
7. Description.

colors are introduced through use of dark red velvet window drapery,
scarlet carpsting and dark red pew cushions. The box pews are a soft
prev-green and have their original carved, curvilinear mahogany arm-
rests. ' : ,
Repair to the interior of the steenle has been extensive, AllL

the main vertical membars here have either bteen replaced or repaired.
Elsewhere, horizontal metal crons-pleces have heen added where required
iron Yrackets have been used; and some of the great 12"x12" wood beams
and rafters have teen revlaced. In the church attic, the original wood
veps tvine rafiers and traces together are, however, still nerforming
their function in many wlaces.

GPO 9031.UB2
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SERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) . - - ) o Coe
[3 Pre-Celumbian! T} 16th Century ’ [C] 18tk Century 71 20th Century
1 15th Century {71 17th Century & 19th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Knowvn}

AREAS OF S1eNi1FIcance (Check One ur More as Approp iate)

Abor iginal s @ Education © <" ] Political ©+ [ Urban-Planning
1 Prehisl_orié' " {J Engineering o [E ‘Rc‘.igion_/Phi- [) Other (Specify)
[ Historie ' {7 tndustiy ! b losophy ) .
(] AgriCultuﬂ; . [OJ Invention 7] Science
) Architecture [} Londscope 1 Seulpture
] Art Architecturz - 1 Secial/Human-
[0 Cemmerce ‘3 Literoture . itarian -
{j Com_m\.micotions —-[:[ Mi.li.mry .O T_Hcan_:r "
[ Conscrvation .} [:] Trar\sponolion‘

Music
L ' .

STATEMENRT CF SiG!\IlFWCl\NCE

. Histordcally, the Warren church is the first Mothodist church in
Rhode Isgland and the third in Hew Zngland. :

The present church building of 18kl stands on land givan by John
Lutker in 179L and on the site of the first church building, dedicatesd
on September 2L of that same vear. The story of Methodism in Warren te-
pan in 1782 when the Reversnd Daniel Smith, an assoclate of the Reverend
degse Lee, a noted ploneer of Fethodism, held the first meeting in Kicka-
muit, now East quron, By 1773, the Reverend Philip Wager had been ap-
pointed first minister of Warren Church, By 184k his little ‘church had
veen outgroun, and in that year—-during a periol of great commercial
prosperity in Warren, gensrated by sea trade, ship-tuilding and whaling.-
the congregation decided to arect 2 larger building.

‘This buildine iz an excellent examnle of the vernacular architec-
ture (here in the Greek Revival °Ly10} which ig an important part of
our nmerjcun heritaee. Not oq?v is the church an cutstanding archi-.
tectural landmark, but iu_lS loc“oed in the heart of Warren's historic’
waterlront area, where encugh of the town's early building vemaing bo
warrant designation as an historic area. "A full survev of the whole
~area is now teing completed for the Rhode Tsland Historical Freser-
vutlon Commis 510n. oo

This hWandsome cnur"h, oo°r1nn onte the Town Common, ¢2c1np Cbu;ch
Street quietly lined with sﬁdlL-snaLa honces dabing fiom the 17LO's to

thoe 1880's, is an irreplaceahls oloﬂ ent in this close-knit historic
neighi:orhood, '
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EFERENCE

Town of Warren, Rhode Island: 200th

Anniversary of Warren, Rhode Igland

(ilarren, Rhode Island, 19L7).
Methodist Episconal Society, Warren,
Hisgtorvy of the Church

Haker, Virginia:

(Warren, Rhode Island, n. d.).
The Providncs dournal  (Providence, Rhode Island), Harch 1, 1971, p. 29.
The History of Warren, Rhode Island, in the War ofthe

Rhode Island: Highlights in the

ket

Rovolution, 1776-1783 (Jarren, hhode Lcland, 1901).
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COCRDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COCOROINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
- R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORMNER LATITUDE LONGLTUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Scconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes  Seconds
o .
NW rooe ° : " 1o k3 + LON| T71e 17 02w
NE o ' - ° f n .
) .- | T B
SE ] v L] © » - o o T
SW (-2 ] - -} . »
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPING STATE OR COUNTY DOUNDARIES
STATE: : CODE { COUNTY : - CODE
-
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ; B CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

HAME AMD TITLE:

Blizabeth 8. Warren, Assistant Survey Director
CRGANIZATION '
Rhode Island Historical Preservation

STREEYT AND NUMBER: .
*State House, 90 Smith Street

CITY Ot TOWN:

Providence =

GDATE ] v
Cormmisgsion - - 4 Harch.29, 1971
STATE CODE
Rhode Tsland, 02903 i

LN

INATIONA G,

As the desiprated State Liaison Cfficer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 19606 {Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cerlify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and piocedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommeanded

tevel of significance of this nomination is:

T hereby certify that this property is included in the

Natiena] Repister.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Praogervation

National [J State R‘_] Lecal [] -
Trate
Name . g
T ATTINST: T e R
Title
Keeper of The Nalionnal Register
‘Tt Late
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8. Significance.

The house was built in 1838 by the Methodist Church as a parsonagé
and has remaired as such to the present. It has suffered.no remodelin
and all of the exterlor detall has been preserved intact. As it still
serves its original purpvose and maintains its origineal appearance, the .
parsonage is a fine vernacular example of the Italian Villa style..

This iz one of the few instances in the history of warnacular
‘building where the names of the men who were recpensible for. the deszign
and execution of the building are known. A building. contract between the
Building Committee of the Methodist Church and the carperter survives,
Ezra Millard Martin (1€18-1900) of Warren agreed to construct the building
following. the plans and detailed drawings of "Hoar and Drown'. Lewis
Thomas Hoar (1810-1881) was Martin's partner in a local lumber busiress
and. the Drown referred to was €ither Henry Francis (1848-1599) or Joshua
Champlin (1821-1507), brothers and both carpenters in Warren.¥ None of
these men were architects. They were born in and spent their lives in the
immediate area and the parsonage reflects their provincialism and lack of
professional training. Their version of the Ttalian Vilia has bzen
modified in accordance with their knowledge and capabilities. They 4id
succeed in capturing the basic qualities of the style and showsd their
individuality in the truly splendid brackets beneath the cornices.

The parsonage is as fine an example of vernacular architecture in
the Italian Villa style as the church is in the Greek Revival, Moreover,

the parsonage survives unaliered. The church and parsonage are considered
one properiy and tecgether form an integral vari of VWarren's historic
waterfront district.

9. Mzjor Eiblicgraphical References,

Building Contract Between the Building Committee of the Methodish
Episcopsl Church of Warren and Ezra M, Martin, Jatuary 2

K 7, 1858,
The New-England Mercantile Union Business Directory, 184¢.
The Warren Directory, 1876, 4831.
Record of Deaths, Town of Warren,
10. Geograprical Data: Same as on original nomination.
1t. Form Prepared by:
Mrs. Richard P. Sullivan, Grants Administrator
Rhode Island Historical Freservation Commission Jarmary 22, 1973
John Brown House, 52 Power Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02905 Code: 44
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1. Name,
Common: Warren United Methodist Church--Addition of Tarszunage to
Original Nomination
And/or Historic: First Methodist Church

2. Location: Same as on original rnomiration ' '
3. Classification: Same a5 on original nominziicn.

4. Owner of Property: Same a&s on criginal nowmiratvion.

5. Location of Legal Description: Same as on criginel nomination.

8. Representation in Existing Surveys: Same z2s on origiral nominaiion.

7. Description.
Condition: Excellent, Ural

: The Methodist Parsonage
part of the building is 25'€" b
and the east DrOJectlon 1

¢t of the

rear vrojection

* by 17'. These combine to form
]

ig
Y

w

veranda exuendlng from t e east pro.ecblo"
o is a full two stories in height tasoughout,
foundation is of slate stone cemented and o
imitate granite, the walls are wooden clapi

the single chimney is of brick, and the fr

The exterior detail is typicsl of th

1858 date of consiruction. The entraﬂne, sibtuat
by the east orojecticn, is framed Ly sidelights
four scrolled brackets. & haavy co
of the type above the doorwayv crouns oo
with a pair of curved brackets bensaih
far the most outstanding element of e
scrolled brackets benesth the
on the porch., The S-scroll Jesion
extend is the gre Hi
originalitv.¥ 9n ik
uranclthﬁ“-O"t”EHQ”L’“P O
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mbellish the ccrnerboarco and T vost
noteworthy feature is the .
mahoganj newel post and turne RIS PP
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| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
| COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

common: VWarren United Methodist Church
anp/or HisToric: First Methodist Churc_:h

"AND NUMBER:
27 Church Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Warren

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
3

Rhode Island, 02885 Bristol

INSTRUCTIONS

PHoTo crepiT: A, R Medley
paTE oF PHOTO: November 10, 1970

NecaTIiVE FiLED AT: A, R, Medle ’

30 Hawthorne Avenue, Barrington, Rhode Island, 02806

SEE

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Steevle after renovation.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE

{ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
i COUNTY
! NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Rrtstol
{ PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
|
| wv (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) <t s i
Z [TNAME ; e ;
| o common: Warren United Methodist Church
{ e ano/or HisToric: First Methodist Church
= RoLOCATION — = T T
U ISTREET AND NUMBER:!:
_ 27 Church Street
‘ : CITY OR TOWN:
| 5.4 Warren
f = STATE: CODE [COUNTY: copE
- Rhode Island, 02885 nn Bristol 00
z B PHOTO REFERENCE e s e e e
g provo creeim A, C. Eldridee, in Warren United Methodist Church records
,_ pave or pnote: ]187)1; copy negative, 1971
| w ec¢aTivE FiLee ATt Rhode Island Historical Society,
w ) _ 2 Power Street, Pr ce, Rhode Igland, 02906
v [¥IDENTIEICATION AL
. DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
View of (north) pulpit area of church auditorium, showing painted
architectural background therein and showing auditorium ceiling,
1: ' cornice etc. as then picked-out by colored painting of details.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(6/72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A!lf&l’ied by NPS)
Warren United Methodist First Methodist Church

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
Rhode Island Bristol Warren

STREET AND NUMBER

27 Church Street (Parsonage)

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Elizabeth Warren November 1969 Elizabeth Warren

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of parsonage from the southeast.

GPO 932.009







FORM 10-301 A
(8/72)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Warren United Methodist
Church First Methodist Church
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Rhode Island Bristol Warren

STREET AND NUMBER

27 Church Street, (Parsonage)

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Elizabeth Warren

DATE

November 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Elizabeth Warren

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Detail of porch and roof cornices. View from the east.

GPO 932.009
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) FATOY BHMmER RALE

B

NAME

common: Warren United FMethodist Church =

anp/or Historic: First Methodist Church

LOCATION

&

STREET AND NUM BER!

27 Church Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Warren

ESTATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

(3.

RhOdB Island, 02885 hh Bristol 00T
MAP REFERENCE R R S S it B % 3

INSTRUCTIONS

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

SCALE: 1= 211:000

DATE: 1955

£

REQUIREMENTS

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




