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Fovi 10200 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TRTE:
{July 1949) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
: COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM ' . FOR MPS USE ONLY
’ ; ENTRY NUMBER OATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
[1. NAME O S S e
C O N;:
Customs House ‘
AND/OR KISTORIC:
Feceral Building
2. LOCATION L -
STREET ANDC NUMBER:
2], Weybosset Street
CITY OR TOWH: . -
Providance
STATE . CcopE [COUNTY: coDe
Rhode Island, 02903 o Providence 007
I3 CLASSIFICATION e LR, e e 7 el fi -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STATUS
(Check.One) OWNERSHIP . v TO THE PUBLIC
{7 Distriet [X Building - a Public Public Acgquisitien: (X OCccupied Yos:
3 Site O Structure [} Private O in Process {1 Unoccupied (E Re”“cted
[] Objact ] Both . [[J Beinrg Considered [ Presocvation work ). Unrastricted
- . in prograss (O Ne
BPHRESENT USE (Check One or More AS Approprinfa}
O Agriculiwal Y] Government ' ] Pork ) ’ O Tronsperiotion [Z) Commeants
[ Commercial T} tndustriol [] Privete Residence . (] Other (Spocity)
[[1 Educationol 3 wilirary [7] Roligious
i} Entertainment O Musewm [ Ssciantific
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY -
GWNER'S M AME: 2
United States Government »
STREET AND NUMBER: - [‘_1
-cvrv OR TOWH: . STATE: COoDE
Washington N _ ' District of Columbia i1
(5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION = o o e -
COURTHOUSE., REGISTRY OF DCEEDS. ETC: o
. . . [+]
City Hall <
ISTHEET AND NUMBER: :
Dorrance and Washington Streets )
CITY OR 1Q¥N: - STATE ) CODE
Providence . Rhode Island, 02903 . Ll
lté' REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: g
Historic Amzrican Bulldings Survey i
DuTE OF SURVEY: 1956 [X) Federal [ S1ote {7 County 3 Loca! :
rDEPOS!TOFY FOR SURVEY RECOARDS: g
Libra~y of Congress "
STREET AND NUMBER: » ?
Indepenience Avenue and 1st Street, 5. E.
CITY OR TOwN: 5TATE: CODE
Washinzton District of Columbla [371 | |9
:
m
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EESCRIPTION

x . (Check One)
1 1 = . . .
CONDITION [A Excellent 0 C°°d_ O] "Fair [[) Dazterioroted [T} Ruins {} Unexposed
{Check Onc) {Check Cne)
}\} Altered (3 Uncltered [] Moved g_'] Original Site

DIISCKIOE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Providence Customs House was designed by Ammi B. Young, Super-
vising Architect of the Treasury Department, and was erected in 1855-1856
in the Ttalianate style, which had become a dominant style for public
tuildings during the 1850's and 1860's, especially under Young's aegis.
Placed directly on the street, it is a rectangular granite palazzo--~
three tays wide and seven Tays Geep--of three storeys below its cornice.
A low basemend, strongly quoined corners, and a full ontablature with
dentils and modillions tound the block and reinforce its "blockiness."
Above the entablature, a hip roof supporis a hemispherical metal dome
caprped by a cylindrical metal lantern with flaring cornice.

On the main (west) fagade the entire ground floor between the rus-
ticated anvles is taken up by a series of five contiguous moulded arches
on panelled piers. These contain the main entrance and flanking windows.
The lower rear of the tuilding has only a wide (latterly enlarged) load-
ing portal and plain goors at Tirst-floor level. The west and east ele-
the building are pierced by three regularly-spaced windows on
each upper floor, those of the second storey having moulded architraves
carrying modest pediments upon consoles, those of the third storey having
moulded, eared architraves simply capped, without pediments.

vations of

At the sides of the bullding the three central bays of the regu-
larly-ranged seven have teen projected slightly from the casing of the
building and further defined above by quoining. Ground-floor openings
at the sides are recessed in simple ~cund-headed arches (without piers
or mouldings). Window treatment sbove is the same as at front and back,
excepting the three central windows of the top floor, which have becn
given rounded heads for the sake of variety and further emphasis of the

central projection.

rain entrance from the Weybosset Street pavement opens into a
ces. This in turn leads into a
taircase of cast-iron (much of it
hree-storey height of the tuild-
ral {ederal agencies, this

The 1
nearly-square vestibule flanked by offi
hall whose left end contains the malin s
ornamental opemsork) running the full ©
ing, Vnen the tuilding originally housed seve
hall was a lobby for the postal service, with the srace behind it (now
a ClSTOmS sarehouse) serving as the mail-sorting room. The second floor
originally containad a sizeable hall for the customs service, with smaller
ofTices at front and rear; but it is now differently divided and used.
Originally, the third floor was given over to the Federal Distirict Court,
whose climactic chamber at the centre of the building occupies more than
one-third of the Iloor space and runs the full width of the building.

At front and rear were offices and accommodation. for the judges, legal

officers and jury.
(See Continuation Sheet.)
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,Form t10.200a " UNITED STATES DUPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 19£9) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FRhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES eovhiTy

) Providence -
INVENTORY - NOMINATIOH FORM
FOR NPS USE GHLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{Continuation Shect)

{Numbar ail entries)

7. Description.

Used now as the business hall of the customs service, the former
court-room remains the most impressive interior although ad hoc alterations
have diminished its original character. It is lighted bynfh;gg tall round-
heaced windeys on either side. Originally it received additienal light
from the glazed laniern o the doie directly above; whlech is suppsrted on
four iron columns rising through the room, aithough the dome has now been
sealed off from this room, A round-arched apsidal recess at the east end
racked the judges' bench, and the customary seating areas and stalls filled
tre rest of the room, excepting the space beneath the dome, which was left
as a railed open area. Trim in this room is of a heavy, angular type,
closer to the Greek Revival style than the Ttalianate, and consists of a
high dado with narrov panels Teneath wall surfaces flatly plastered; ihe
wide architraves of the arched windovs (which are within rectangular en-
framemenis) have acanthus-leaved keystones, and there are foliate span-
drels teneath the simplest of cepping cornices. There are simple archi- .
traves and friezes and prominent cornices for the tall doors. One would
imarine that a prominent nlaster ceiling cornice would also he present; if
still existing, this cannot te seen because of a new, hung ceiling which
cauts across the arch of the judges' niche. In the judges'.niche there
rerains on its high tracket the finely-carved, gilded American eagle,
poised for flight and shrieking, which has always been there and which is
a novable piece of wood sculpture in itself,

The building to-duy remains essentially intact, although internal re-
novations and re-arrangements, re-painting etc. have concealed or destroyed
some features--such as the graining of many wood surfaces specified by the
architect and the. fresco .panel designs for walls., However, the fine iron
stairvays, the window enframements, the panelled and louvred interior
shutters for the windows are stlll to be seen, and the tmilding enjoys
good care. - '
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{1 Pie-Columbian} {71 61h Century ] 181h Century {7 20tk Cantury -
O 15th Century 1 171k Century m i9th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Kpown) 1855’_1856

AREAS OF S1IGN1IFIcancE (Check One oz Alore as Approprlate)

- . .

{T] Urben Planning

Aboriginol. ’ [J Education. [ Pelitical
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering " [ Religtan/Phi. - O] Other (Specify)
[ Hisreric [ indusiry N losophy ' P

[} Agricultute J tnvention {7 Science l

{0 Architecture [ Lendscops [ Seulpture

O Art Architeciure ] Social/Human-

"[] Commerce {3 Literoture itorion

[ Communicotions [ Militory O Theoter

[0 Conservation 7 Music 3 Tronsporiation

STATEMENT COF SIGNIFICANCE

The Providence Customs House is one of the handsomest surviving
creations of Ammi B. Young, who was from 1852 to 1862 the first Super-
visiﬁg Architect of the United States Treasury Depariment, in charge
of federal buildings being plamned or erected throughout the country.
Although the Greek Revival style was dominant in Young's earlier build-
ings (e. g.: Vermont State House, 1837; Boston Customs House, 1837~
18L7) and was in any case to remain always a favourite style of this
architect, the Providence building represents a full excursion by Young
into the newly pooular Italian Renaissance siyle introduced by John
Notman, a Scotsman, in his Philadelphia Athenaeum of 1815-1847. As the
products of the office of the Supervising Architect were widely influ-
ential on official (and orivate) architectural taste of their time, the
massive and rectangular Italian palazzo style was to rule governmental
and institutional buildirgs (and the grander private ones) for some
years, until a succeeding Supervising Architect should introduce the
mode of the French Second Empire. The Providence Customs House is a
particularly pleasing and academically correct example of Young's Re-
naissance phase.

Insofar as local architeciural history is concerned, it takes its
place importantly between the famous Greek Revival Arcade of 1828 across
the street and the mansarded City Hall of 1875 not far away. Besides
teing a physical landmark the tuilding is alse one in +he sequence of
comstruction innovations, importantly employing cast-iron for bearing
mem>ers and staircases, -sheet-iron for fireproofing. Designed and
placed so as to be prominent in downtown Providence, at the head of its
narbour, the Customs House to-day remains a prominent, dignified and
hancsome structure, unaltered in exterior appearance and--particularly
since the renovations of 1966--well maintained over-all. As +all boild-
ings have arisen (and continue to rise) around it, the lowness of the
Custans House provides a welcome shaft of space in the midst of a
gensely-built commercial enclave.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COCRDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGILE LOCATING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT GF a PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER' LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE , LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes - Seconds
» o
N L co e hee e 71 o)t SE
NE o Ll - (=] L] - .
SE o - * - -] . . - ’
w o . - o ' -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: [egg than one acre
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLARPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: €oDE | counTy . . CODE,
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
]
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COoDE
. ERE—
STATE: CODE | counTy: CODE

"FORM PREPARED BY s A

i

NAME AND TITLE:

Richard B. Harrington, Consultant

S——

CRGANIZATION

DATE

CITY OR TOoOwn:
Providence

Rhode Island Historical Preservation,ﬂommission “August 23,1971
STREET AND NIUMBE R:
tate House, 90 Smith Street
STATE CODE

Rhoede Island, 02903 Ll

STATE LIAISGN OFFICER CERTIFICATION

: NATIONAL?REGISTER'VERHHCATION~

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tionai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
! hereby nominate this property for inelusion

and certifly that it has been

89-060658).
in the National Reygister
evalusted according 1o the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of {his nominastion is:

The recommended

National x5 State [ Local [
Date
I Name
ATTEST:
Titie
Keeper of The National Register
Tiute Liate

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Nationa] Repgister.

Chiel, Office of Archeology snd Historic Preservation
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1948) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Providence

FOR NPS USE NNLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

1. NAME

common: Customs House

anD/OR HisTORIC: Federal Building

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

2li Weybosset Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

CODE

|3. MAP REFERENCE

Rhode Island LL Providence

oy

°U® UL S. Geological Survey

SCALE: B B 211,000

DATE: 195?

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TTATE

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[ NAME

— —

Rhode Island

COUNTY
Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON: Cuf"tomq House

ano/or HisToric: Federal Building

[2. LOCATION
ISTREET AND NUMBER

2li Weybosset Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE:

Rhode Island

PHOTO CREDIT: B Christopher Bene

CODE

Ll

COUNTY:
Providence

CODE

uoT

oaTe oF pHoTo: October, 1971

RECTION, ETC.

pecaTive Fiteo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
tate House, 90 Smith Street, Providence

View from north-east, showing entrance fagade on Weybosset Street.

Rhode Island, 02903







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY
Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
Z ENawETTT T S
o common: Customs House
— AND/OR HISTORIC: Federal Building
— 2. LOCATION
IS ISTREET AND NUMBER
Weybosset Street

: CITY OR TOWN: 5
o Providence
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
= "RhQQBHI?land i rovidence 007
_ PHoTo creoiT: Alice H, R. Hauck

DATE oF PHOTO: 1971
T8 necaTive Fitep aT:Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
w 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903.
m o W .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Dome and lantern over centre of structure.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

(B2NAME=: o ammn
common: Customs House
AND/OR HISTORIC: ]"ederal Bu1ldll'lp’
[2. LOCATION -._

ISTREET ANOQ NUMBE

.wreybosset Street

CITY OR TOWN: "
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island LL Providence 007

PHOTO CREDIT: Al:l.ce H. R. Hauc
DATE OF PHOTO: 1971

hecative FiLeo at: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Detail of main staircase of cast-iron.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EYATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) i o s il
Z [ NAME
o COMMON: Cust oms House
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Federal Bu
- |2. LOCATION
d i Agl:: b".»w}"s:-‘%;;gosse’c, Street
= CITY OR TOWN:
oz Providence
- STATE: COUNTY:
o Rhode Island cf]f Providence B?)D*F
— IPHOTO CREDIT: AllCG H. R Ha.uck
DATE OF PHOoTo: ]O7]1
w NEGATIVE FiLED AT: Rhode Island Hlstorlca.l Preservation Commission, State House,
w
DESCH!BE Vle DIRECTION, ETC.

Former Federal District Court Room (now business hall of Customs

Service), looking east towards arched niche and showing columns

supporting dome. This shows also the altered aspect of the room,

beneath its modern, lowered ceiling.




