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Corliss (John) House .
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Kilton-#Wilkinson House
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LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

201 Soutr Main Streect

CITY CR TOWN:
Providence

STATE

Phode Island, 02903

CODE
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Providence

CODE
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: (Chack One)
CONDITION [] Exceilent {7} Good ] Fair @ Doteriorcted ] Ruins . [O Unexposed
. (Check Qne) | (Check Ono) )
m Altered [ Unaltered J Moved . L Original Site

DESCRIBE THE F'RESL".NT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

fizst known to-day as the John Corliss house, this neglected hut
still restorable douhle house was huilt c. 17h6-1750 for Dinah Kilton
{the norih half) and David Wilkinson (the south half) td honse, sepa-
rately, two families. After George Corliss acguired one part in 1750
and the other part in 1763, it hecame a one-family residence.

This is a rectangular, simply-trimmed mid-XVIII-Century structure

{an early ¢ll has been demolished) of good sige for its period, about
L9 feet across its front snd 36 feet deep. It is of two-and-one-half
storeys capped by a gambrel roof, five hays across its wide front and
four deep. ({Since arout 1855 it has been raised one stdrey and set

.on a brick ground-floor storey inserted for commercial usey though it
was prohakly originally set close to the rround upon a stone foundation.)
The house is timber-framed and planked, with exterior wall cover of
narrow claptoaréing. The third floor under +he gambrel protrudes
slightly beyond the end walls of the lower floors, and the roof itself
is pierced on the east side hy three pedimented dormers and may have

had similar dormers on the west side (whe re most alteration, additions
and damage have cccurred), and this third storey tas two windows at each

end in the gatles.

‘ Externally the Corliss house is extrerely plain, with trim con-
sistingz of the tynrical cyma eaves- and gakle-cornices and the capping
cornices of the protruded window-frames of the first storey and those
on the sides and in the garles; the second-storey front and rear windows
are--characteristic of the ruilding's era--placed high to reach into

the Ffascia tand of the eaves-cornice and have no other surmounts. Win-
dow—sash around the heouse is 21l small-paned; those in the frontal dor-
mers bave eipht-over-eight sash. Principal exterior deorways were re-
placed by windows when the house was raised. Hovever, it is likely
that when the house was a dourle one for Kilton and Willkinson that there
were two main dcorways, one in the cenire of the east elevatlon and one
duplicating it on the west elevation; it is probatle tla t these were”
tall, narrow apertures like the windows, containing transom lights over
the doors and set in surrounds incorporating pilasters and a triangular
pediment, as in other contemporary local ruildings.

Internally, the nlan was and is a central-hall, four-room one,
"though there has reen later subdivision of rooms; and there were four
end chimneys, only one of which rewains showing. The Historic American
Buildings Survey paners of 1962 remark on two stalrways in the centre
hall, which would have reen understandable and necessary when the house
aas in doutle occupancy, and no dourt the centre hall was Aivided trans-
versely, one resident entering from the east into his owm stair-hall,
the other entering from the west into his own. It is not nogsikle to
remark further upon the interior, which has bheen gutted of trim and much
cut-up, although an XVIII-Century door still hangs here or there and
plain plastered walls are to ke seen, Ttut withont any of the wooden

wainscot, chair-rails, cornices or mantels there may have treen.

{See Continuation Sheet.)
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(Continuation Sheet) TR ® # it
.
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7. Description. i "
3 i
M 3] ok
3, i
. s i
Samuel Bullock, who rought the house, from ons: o a succession of . ﬁé
3 : < . . 5 (31
owners after its sale by John Corliss's heirs,in 1855. was resvonsihle i - -@i
for raising the original dwelling. Here, teneath it, he maintained a L1
kind of carriage store-rcom and livery stakle. Since Bullock'!s tire the §u~ j%
t0ld residence and thre newer substructure, plus western and southern i ¥
L . " . :.(‘, L
additions (recently turnt and now razed) served only commercial purposes A
and sufferad contimimus internal re-divi=ion and abuse. It is fortunate ol
that the Corliss house still survives to-dav in a recognisable state on g
its original site. With the fire-damapged extensions gone, we now see §‘?
this house in almnst its original form, thouph far above ground and much c
reguivring--and worthy of--ovmr-all restoration. ;.
. ..
8. Significance. o

nlayine historic and architectural character, the Corliss house awaits
lowering, rehabilitation and nreservation upon its site, where it can
. add much as a first-seen and imnortant lntroductlon to the recently

restored South Main Street section,
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3 Urban Planning

Abariginal O Eduestion [J Political

. [ Prehisteric [ Engincering O Religien/Phi. [1 Other (Spocity)
O Histerie O industry lasophy

O Agriculture [ Invention 7] Science

{X] Architecture O Londscape ] sculprure

O Art Architacture M Secial/Humon-

(] Commorcc'_ (] Literature irarion

O Communications ] Military O Theater

{] Conservation ] Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Corliss house is one of a very few survivors along South Main
Strezet of what were the conspicuous dwellings of imnortant citizens .

residing on Providence's busy waterfront-wharfage area, whers such -people

the YWilkinsons, who tuilt the house, belonged to this grouy, and so did
George Corliss, who bouzht it from them. Later among them was Ceorge
Corlissts son John {ry whose name the house is hest known), who in-
herited the family residence from his father in 1790 and occunied it
until it was sold to Isaac Bowen in 1815. The younge r Corliss was, with
Erowns, Nightingales, Arnolds, Halseys and otrers, influential in Pro-
vidence's commercial develooment and civic pgrowth in the 1780's-1810
period and was even active in seeing that stage-plays were resumed in
the city and that, in 1795, a theatre was erected for their presentation.
His prosperily and main vnrivate interests lay in the wharves krehind his
house and in two stores or store-houses he owned to the south of his
residence. A serious fire occurred in the South Main Street area in B
Jamiary, 1801, teginning in a warehouse to the rear of John Corliss's .
residence and sweeping about to engulf nearly twenty ruildings near

and south of this. The Corliss house caught alight several. times but
was somehow saved, the only survivor in the area of the fire. It is.

now the only nre-Revolutionary house in this section of South Main
Strzet, excenting the Joseph Brown house at 50 South Main Street,. some
distance to the north, and the Reheccah Williams house across the street’
and to the socuth.

-

In 1815 John Corliss sold the house to Isaac Bowen, and there were
other transfers of tre property until that to Samuel Bullock in 1855, as
mentioned above, when it was "jacked-unt and comtercial premises inserted
reneath--the old house on top teing used only as tenements ocr, eventually,
loft- or store-rooms. Such usare continued cven after tha vroparty was
acquired in 1929 by the Smith-CGivbs Company, dealers in ironwork and
piping, and then in 196l ty the Ihternational Sunply Company dealing in
similar commodities. The latter firm left near the end of the 1960's.

A second and recent fire hurnt out a grtimTsy ground-level addition to
the south and a large warehouse addition to the west, but once again the
old residence escaped extinction.

poren

Dilapidated, incongruously perched high, btut pOSsessiﬁé énd dis-

(See Contimuation Sheet.)
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{0 ¥ GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITU AND LONGITUDE COORDOINATES
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PHOPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE . LONGITUDE R LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes Seconds
NY/ ° ’ " ° ! " 41 ° 49 23,41 71 ° 24 r24.26"
NE @ ' " e ' "
SE o ' " . o “ " R . "
Sw a 4 ” o . "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: LGSS 'than one acre

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OQVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CCODE COUNTY . CODE
+

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CCDE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

'ORM PREPARED:B

NAME AND TITLE:
Richard B: Harrington, Consultant

ORGANIZATI'ON DATE
Rhode Island HEistorical Preservation Commission Feh., L, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:
John Brown House, 52 Powver Strcet

CITY OR TOWN: 5TATE COnE

Rhode Island, Q2906 . -~ LL

RIEICATION:

TIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison QOfficer for the Na-

tional Historic Prescrvation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certily that this property is included in the

89.-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and ceriify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the Nationa! Park Service. The recommended
o Y © Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

Naticnal [ State  [7] Local &I
Date
Name
: ATTEST: o P
State Historic Prezervation T i
' Officer .
Title .
anm s i Keeper of The National Register
M .. ST fdit
Date ) : Eate
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON

John Corliss House

AND/OR HISTORIC

Kilton-Wilkinson House

NUMERIC CODE (Asaigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION

STATE
Rhode Island

COUNTY
Providence

TOWN .
Providence

STREET AND NUMBER

201 South

Main Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder

DATE

March, 1974

NEGATIVE FILED ATR. L. Historical
Preservation Commission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of the exterior of the house from the south-east (South Main Street front).

GPO 932.000
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ri—w UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

s NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPHFORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
John Corliss House Kilton-Wilkinson House
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY . TOWN &
thode Island Providence Providence

STREET AND NUMBER
201 South Main Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 1

PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED ATR _T. Historical q
wis i . Preservation Commission, 52 !
Eric Hertfelder March, 1974 Power Street, Providence, R.I. :

!

k.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View south along South Main Street, showing the Corliss House (right) in its re- ,
lation to the historic commercial structures adjoining (which lie within the 4
College Hill Historic District). f

GPO 932.000 3
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Rev, 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RN
A Providence
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
!L IAME
|commuon: John Corliss House
‘lAND/DR HisToric: Kilton-Wilkinson liouse
[2. LOCATION : e
STREET AND NUM BER: o
201 South Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Providence
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: R copE
Rhode Island yiV.y Providence 007
3. MAP REFERENCE ' R

|source:

U.S. Geological Survey

scaLe: 1:24,000

oate: 1957; photorevised 1970

(4.

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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