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Woods -Gerry House
AND/OR HISTORIC: /

Woods Dr. Marshall House
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OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
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Inprogress :1 No: 0
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Entertainment C Museum Scientific 0 I
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* Rhode Island School of Design
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CONDITION

.ESCRlPTION
1 Check One

Excellent 0 Good J - FaIr 0- DeterIorated 0 RuIns O Unexpo.ed

INTEGRITY j I -
Check One

I Altered Unaltered Q
I
I * -

Mov!.d F0
I

Check One I

OrigInal S
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I

This housewas built during the years 1860-1863for Dr. and
Marshall Wood and was designedby the eminent-architeát Richard U]
of New York. It is a free-standing rectangular tow1 house the L
in Providenèe ofbrick with wood and sandstonetrim and a slate;:
Its main bltck is 65 feet wide from north to south 75 feet deE

Inspired by Italian Renaissancedesign, as werel other buildi
being createdby Upjohn at this time, it affords ant interesting ‘
with such irrefular, asymmetricaland heavily-trimmed buildings as
Edward King housebuilt in Newport some twenty-two +ears -earlier.
simplicity âf detail, the continuinghorizontal linesIof belt-cour
and the swefl of the curving bay emphasisethe mass of walls--exec
in hard red Philadelphia brick, giving the dense surface wanted fo:
simple monumentality. The severity of the building essentiallya
athiost square, form, is diminished in the east by tlie:thighucurved’
on the south by a porte-cochèreand on the westby a one-storeyRe!
sancetriple-arcaded porch -or loggia extending ai.modt the f-un wiäl
the building’. Subordinatetbthe math block, and ndt affecting it
dominant mass, is a service wing of three reducedstoreys, to the,i

The st’ucture IS covered by a low, hipped roof with a- wide, -

shadowyoverhang over simple, minimal brackets. The trim is of sal,
stone, and tl-’e flat belt-coursescarry unbroken lines tightly arour
building. The segmentally-archedFrenchwindows usesthroughout i
now have wrought-iron grilles originally had generouslyprojectiñ
balconiesof wooden fretwork carried on angular brackets, and a rái
of similar fTetwork design surmountedthe westporch --
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The main entrancewa,s oiiginally by way of theFporte-cochre
the south. In 1931 accessto this was closed off byla gardebwall,
the dining-rdom In the ground floor-of the easternbywas altered
form a round,I pavád entrance lobby with cloakrooms, enteredfrom a
doorway centred in the bay. - Both -the old porté-cochbreentrancean
newer lobby open into a wide hail running from south to north throug
house, with an open, three-storeystair-hall at its north-east end
the first-floor reception roon grouped on either side--to east and
This plan is repeatedon the upper floors * -. -

The interior finish is reserved, almost severe,with simple d
panelling and it or architraves finished in walnut, except for one re

- - in birdts-eye maple, on the first floor where, harevr, -sane trim n-i
- painted in 1931; on upper floors the trim is simi1ar but has alwAy

- -
- been painted. An exception to this general sjnplicitr is the -richly

- carved wainScot-of tlt stairwefl. - Throughout the houSe, mantelpiece
- are simply deigmd, generally of light-coloured marble, and withot

mounting elabóration. I

I See Continuation Sheet
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SPECIFIC DATEISI If Applicable end Known löôO-1863 - I I - - - P
AREAS OF SI’GNIFICANCE Check One or More e. Appropriate I - -

Aboriginal Education X_j Political - 0 - - - Urban P1 inlng

-
PrehIstoric - -0 Engineering 0 - - - Religion/Phi- - Other Sp thy

Historic -D Industry 0- -

- - Agriculture InventIon 0
- Art Landscape

Commerce 0 Archit.cture 0

Con,Gn,nlcatlons 0 Literature 0

Conservation 0 Military 0

MusIc 0 -

Iosophy 0 - -

Science - - 0 -

Sculpture - I

Social/Human

itarion I -

Theater - ia - -
Transportation D

- -:

I - -

- I
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- The Woods-GerryHouse’, together with- its grounds, has
and enhancingposition in the hillside residential neighboui’
it stands, much maintaining the unity of that neighbourhood.
has done noticeably for more than a century and, under preset
ship and plans, will do significantly in the future. One r
state that "present ownership had for some time contemplatec
lition, which would have disintegrated a whole area, visuall3
other ways. - - -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Include Personage., Datee, Event.. Etc. -
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This house is a thing of pedigree, havini been designe by the
- -

famous architect Richard Upjohn. It is one of four major coD nissions - -

executed by him in Providence: two were churches existing; bwo were - -

large houses, of which this is the survivor. The Woods-Gerry-House; is
of mid-Xfl Century Italianate, rectangular, palazzo style and is to a
degree concomitantly adorned; but it has distinction and sophstication
beyond most examplesof that style in its reticence of surfacp, its1
suavity of form and its adornmentonly "to a degree." Consequently-it
seemsa more intellectual and corn idered design than many of ts con
temporaries and, in fact, many other residence desigr by Upj thn himself.
That much intellect and consideration were -indeed involved ha been
found in the extensive correspondencebetweenardhitect and ô ient
during the house’s conception and construction. ie have here a- tangible
piece of both local and national architectural history or dev,lopmeñt, - -

an example ofrefinements in Americanarchitectural thought, I aste and
- modelling. - - -

- -

- Lately the house has provoked a warm interest and enthw
energies among a group of the--usually only avant-garde--facu].
students at the Rhode IslandSchool of Design; throu them it

- - rescuedfrom disut e and decay. This group initiated a program
and restoration, doing the labo-uE themselves; andthis progres

- extent and results of their work and the intrinsic aesthetic a
qta1itipa - of the house were dnonstrated to the school’s new
strators-; interest wascontagious; and the lattérlnow intend

See Contnuation Sh
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Continuation Sheet
/

Number elf entries / --

7. Descrikftion.

The house is situated close to the street on its east and 4orth Sides

and is there protected by a wrought-iron fencebetweenstone-cap4edpiers.

To the west, a long grass terrace or informal garden with trees and some

green planting slopes down for a considerable distance. There ale not now
evidences of stables or other outbuildings, if such ?xisted. -

Follwing long occupancyby the Woods family, the house ir 931 be
came the pzoperty of Nr, and Mrs. Peter Goelet Ger±’y They creat d thel
new east entrance and lobby, made two reception ro9ms at the west into pne,
changed the course of the driveway, installed some inner gardenw us for
privacy and substituted flat wrought-iron grilles at the winiows

I
place

of the former projecting balconies, miring the Wopds and Gerry oynerships
- the house and grounds were meticulously maintained. -

- I
This property was acquired in 1959 by the Rhode Island Sdh4l of

-

Design, wi-iich then proposed to demolish the house--amove strenuo4slyop-
posed locally and successfully obstructed over an eleven-year per%od.
During this time the house was allowed to he constantly vandalise4, al-

*though damaéeappearsto have been confined mainly to’ broken *glath, smashed
locks, cracked panels, destroyed mantels and the disappearance of host of

the inside window shutters. In 1970, after a change 61’ mind part]jy per-
- suadedby its own faculty and students, the School ofDesign has u-idertaken

complete rehabilitation of this handsomehouse for exhihition-gaUry use -

on the first floor, administrative and hospitable accqmmodationsoh the
second and third floors, - * - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- -

I - H - * - -
Adapted from studies made by - H

* - -* - - - - -
- I - -

- Antoinette F. Downing, Anita 4 -

-- : Glass Osmunci R.* Overb3r. -

- I * I -- - - *
-

- 8. Signfficnce. - - - - - - - -

- themselves in the Woods-GerryHouse. This administration has promised td
carry on the restoration and proper maintenancewhich this outstanding
structure deserves. * Thus sated, it can cèntinue to be a building o’ use
and one worthy ofjstudy and admiration, as it always has been. -t--
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Cady, JohnHutchins: The Civic and Architectural ve1opment o Provi
dance, 1636-1950 Providence, 1957, p. lIt0. I I-

- Upjohn, Everard M.: Richard Upjohn, Architect and Churchman York,
-* 1939,p.2014.

- H I
- Providence PreservationSociety: SecondStreet Festival Guide Provi

dence, 1969, pp. 28-29. - -

Glass, Anita F.: Early Victorian Domestic Architecture on Collet e Hill
Unpublished thesis for Department of Art, Brown University, Provi4
dence, 1960, pp. 27-33. - - -

- I
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOR INATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A I ROPERTY

- P 0F LESS THAN ON ACRE I
CORNER LATITUDE - LONGITUDE - LATITUDE - * LONG TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds - Degrees Mi utes Se onds - Degree. Minutes Secànds Degrees Mm
NW 111°149’h2- 7lD2rh.2l.

III o*

NE
141° 149’ 142’ 71°214’22’ * * I

SE 141° 149’ 10’ 71°214-.’ 22’ I - . I

i1iiq’ 10’ n°2h’27:_ -- -

1 I

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

t.s S.cnds

‘-H’

H

-

-STATE: - - - CODE COUNTY - - - CODE

- STATE: - - - - - - - CODE COUNTY: - - - - CODE

STATE: - CODE COUNTY: - * CODE

STATE: - CODE COUNTY: - - CODE

E PARØ/5_’Y’
NAME AND TITLE: - *-. * - - - --

Richard B. Harrington, Consultant - -- -* - -

ORGANIZATION - - DATE

Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission - - July 2j?, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: - -

State House, 90 Smith Street -- - - - - - - - - * :
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence - -

oFEIcE.R/:cER:l*IF

As the designated-StateLiaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic PreservationAct of 1966 Public Law

- 89-665, 1 herebynominate this property for inclusion

- in the National Registerand certify that it has been

evaluatedaccording to the criteria and proce,res set

forth by the National Park Service.*The recommended
- I - - * *

level of significance of this nominatioa is:

National El State 0 Local
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-

Date / * - **
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- I - * - - I --

*. I herebycertify that this property Is lnclui id in the:
National Register. - --
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE flhode Isla :d

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

COUNTY

Providence
:

FOR NPS Ii E ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

UNAME.L :.., ... .. .. ... :. . ... . .

COMMON: Woods-Gerry
AND/OR HISTORIC: Woods

House
Di’. MarShall House -..

STREET AND NUMBER:

62, ProspectStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island, 02906 i’ravidence ooi
P11OTDREFEREt4CE

10T0_CREDIT:_Ithode_Is].and_School_of_Design

bATE OF PHOTO: 1969-1970
t9EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island School of Design,

.1 2, n1leStnt, Prrvidence? ]s1ard, 0290
NflFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Ground-floor plan drawn in 1969 or 1970 by the group interested in
preservation and restoration of the house. It shoiis bôttäm the
circular lobby- inserted in 193]. and top the centre and 4outh
reception rooms combinedby removal of an original partition, and
the filling-in of a door frau centre roan to hail.

z

0

I

U

I

z

‘U

LU

.OCATION .. ... .



u2 i1
u

II I1

ii’T i1T

epfl.T8UO’I

0tL
01L
01L
01L

N
N
N
N

uOtl 1611
ii0h} 16t1
iiTj 16
IIt1 16

saJiviaauooonIv3IHdvLOoao

lot’
3yosNo,

OOI
lW ei .L34OSNOOM

‘

St9

UeMS

i33
000 O8

M

i/i

.1st

IL

on

0

e ssvw r7.L.Lw H.LflOS
lW Ot, S’SWbV

o1Hdvfoodoi s2Ieis 3JMNIV4 9L
UNV1SI 300HèI

3’lONVèlUVflO 3N3UIAOdd



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Islalti

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUN

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPSISE ONLY

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map ENTRY P1UMBEt DATE

z [L..$AME..
... ......

.:

o COMMON: WOOdS-GeTX7HOUSe
- AND/OR HISTORIC:WOOdS Dr. Marshall House
I- t.OCAT1ON

STREET AND NUMBERI
o 62, ProateotStreet

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: I coos COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island
.

Providence 007
z MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

- U * S * Geological Survey
AI..E: 1: 2l,OOO
DATE: 197

**
:. . . . .. .,. .

TO $E INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

I. Property broundorê.a wh.r. r.qor.d.
2. North arrow.’
3. LatUudi and longitud. r.f.rsnc..
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photogtaph

CO N V

Providence
FORNPSUSE ILY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

INAME’. .: ... ., . . ..
.. ...... p... ..... ...

..

Woods-terry House
.......:...4...

AND/OP HISTORIC: Woods Dr. Marshall House
jOCA1iON

STREET AI4D NUMBER:

62, ProspectStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE CODE ICOUNTV

Rhode Island, 02906 Providence
CODE

yy
PHOTO REFERENCE
OTO_CREDIT: Providence_Preservation_Society
DATE OF PHOTO: C. 19S-196O .

4 EGATIVE FILED AT: Not known

. :.. .:..:: :.. .:: *. ‘4. .>: : .. ..

Lu

DE3CRIBE VIEW, OUREC TI ON ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-east,after the renova].of on
window balconiesand inserbion of new entrance partia].] i

in ground floor of bay.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 5TATE

PIATtONAL PARK SERVICE 1Jod Island
COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERrY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPSUSE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY IUMBER DATE

. .
..

:.:.: .:

COMMON: Woods-Gerry House
AND/OR HISTOR?C: Woods Dr. Narshall House t., ..,.

- .oc.tION *:. . .. . .

STREET AND NUMBER:

62, ProspectStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Providence 007
JHaToRErERENcE

HOTO CREDIT: Rhode Island School of Design Robert Thornton
OATEOFPHOTO: .hily, 1970
IEGATIVE FILED AT Rhode Island School of Design,

R"IqMt*F1CA TION
‘1-1..g O. , .:.

..‘

DFSCIE VtEW, DIRECTI ON. ETC.

View towards north in centre drawing-room on west front while
undergoingreetoration and repair in 1970 for future e bition
gallery ue. The mantelpiece,cornice etc. are charac riatic of
the restrained trim thraighout the houae.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Isla

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUN*I*Y

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPSU EONLV

Typeall entries - attach to or enclose with photograph
ENTRY NUMOE DATE

X
L.AME ...

..>... .. . .

o COMMON: Woods-GerryHouse
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Wood3 Dr. Marshall House
I- LOCAT1ON

u STREET AND NUMBER:

62, ProspectStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: coos COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Ie].and, 02906 Providence 007
EP$OTOREFERENCE

- ‘HOTO CREOT COpy nagative: Rhode Island School of De8ign
DATE OF PHOTO: C. 1900

Ui EGA1IVE FILED AT: Rhode Island SchQo]. of DeBign,
LU .......... 02903 ..

vi tDcP4TFJçATJØp4
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

View from aouth-.weøt,showing original ba].oonieeand railings in
place.





. NAME .

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE A..S4n.dby NPS

Woods-Gerry House Woods Dr. Marshall House

2. LOCATION .

STATE COUNTY TOWN ,

Rhode Island Providence Providen
STREET AND NUMBER

62 ProspectStreet

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED 1

Eric Hertfe].der 1972 R.I.H.Pres. Cam.. .

4. IDENTIFICATION .

D$CRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION ETC.

East side of building showing segmentally-archedFrench win4ows with
wrought iron grilles, original on third story and restoration on sac d.

FORM 10-301 A
I/12

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM.

Typeall entries - attach to or enclose with photograph



I? :Ji’!

-I

.

:A..

f

H



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

FORM %O.3OI A
10/72

L NAME .

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE

Woods-GerryHouse Woods Dr. Marshall House

4..Igned by NPS

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Providence Providei e
STREET AND NUMBER

62 ProspectStreet

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DArE NEGATIVE FILE

R.I. School of Design 1969 R.I. Scho

AT

1 of Design

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Loggia on west side of housebefore restoration





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STArE r
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode tsland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

ENTRY MLJMBER DATE
Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

Z jNAME :.. . . . ..::...

o COMMON: Market House
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- _LOCAT1ON
STREET AND NUMBERSo Market Square
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: coos COUNTY: I CODE

Rhode Island Providence r UU

z EFHOTORFERECE 2

- ENOTO CREDtT: B. ChristopherBene
bATE_OF PHOTO: 1971

_______________________________________________________

ILl EGATIVE FILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommissio4 State House,
w 1 20 Smith Street. Providence. Rhode Island, O29O

iFCAt1Ot
DESCRI BE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View from the north-west, showing the ground-floor arcadesas
now enclosed and glazed.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE

Woods Dr. Marshall House

L NAME
COMMON

Woods-GerryHouse
2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
STREET AND NUMBER

62 Prospect Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

IL!. School of Desig*
4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

West side of house after restoration.

TOWN

Providence
COUNTY

Providence

DATE

1972

by NPS

NEGATIVE FILED AT

R.X. School
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L NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE A..Ign. d by tIPS

Woods-Gerry House Woods Dr. Marshall House

2. LOCATION

Thode Island C,idence TOWN
Provideflce

STREET ANO NUMBER

62 ProspectStreet :

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

R.I. School of Design 1972 R.I. School of Design

4. IDENTIFICATION
OESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Fire escapedesignedby Schoolof Design faculty on south side of house.
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Typeall entries - attach to enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUM8ER

Z NAME: .. - .. - ...
.

- . ... ... ... . . **. .... .. . . .. . .,....

o fcoMMow: Woods-GerryHouse
IAN0’OR UI5TORIC: Woods Dr. Marshall House

‘-. Ii_ocAT1oN
u ITREET AND

62, ProspectStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island, 02906 Providence UU1

z PHOTOREffERENCE
- ‘HOTO CREOtT: Copy negative: Rhode Isand School of esign

ATE OF PHOTO: C. 1900
IU IEGATtVE ruLED AT Rhode Island School of Design,
w 2 . College Streets Providence.Rhcii e Island. OO3
,,

DE3CIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Weat loggia, with railing no longer existing above.


