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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (! known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was built during the years 1860-186; for Dr. and Mrs.
Marshall Wood and was designed by the eminent architect Richard U john,
of New York, It is a free-standing rectangular town house (the l rgegt
in Providence) of brick with wood and sandstone trim and a slateI oof,
Its main block is 65 feet wide from north to south an? 75 feet de Pe

Inspired by Ttalian Renaissance design, as werelother build

being created by Upjohn at this time, it affords anlinteresting c traet'

with such irrefular, asymmetrical and heavily—trimmed buildings as his
Edward King house built in Newport some twenty-two years earlier,
simplicity of detail, the continuing horizontal lines|of belt-courges
and the swell of the curving bay emphasise the massiof walls-~execited

in hard red Philadelphia brick, giving the dense surface wanted fo

simple momumentality. The severity of the building, essentially a|smooth,

- almost square, form, is diminished in the east by the.high curved bay,
on the south by a porte-cochére and on the west by a one-storey Renais-
sance triple-arcaded porch or loggia extending almoet the full widEh of
the building. Subordinate to:the main block, and not .affecting it
dominant mas?, 1s a service wing of three reduced sﬁoreye, to the horth.

The structure is covered by a low, hipped roof with a.wide,"
shadowy overhang over simple, minimal brackets. The}trim is of sand-
stone, and tre flat belt-courses carry unbroken 11nes tightly around the
building. The segmentally-arched French windows used throughout (which
now have wrought-iron grilles) originally had generously projectin%
balconies of {wooden fretwork carried on angular brackets, and a railing
of similar fretwork desipgn surmounted the west porch.

The main entrance was originally by way of the'porte-cochére t
the south, In 1931 access to this was closed off byla gardeh wall, and
the dining-room in the ground floor of the eastern bay was altered to
form a roundﬂ paved entrance lobby with cloakrooms, entered from a hew
doorway centred in the bay. . Both the old porte-cochdre entrance ang the

newer lobby open intoa wide hall running from south to north through the

house, with an open, three-storey stair-hall at its north-east end and

the first-floor reception rooms pgrouped on either side-—to east and west.:

This plan is repeated on the upper floore.:. ST

l .
The interior finish is reserved, almost severe,‘with simple dado -
panelling and| d or architraves finished in walmut, except for one rdom
in bird's-eye|maple, on the first floor (where, however, same trim. ‘Was
painted in 1931); on upper floors the trim is similar, tut has alway
been painted.| An exception to this general simplicity is the richi;J
carved wainscot of the stairwell.. Throughout the house ’ mantelpiece

are simply designed, generally of light-coloured marble, and uithout Bur-

mounting elaboration. ' ,
' ‘ -g,; TR pu"(See?Conﬁin?ation_Shoet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Eventa, Efc.)

TR

The Woods-Gerry House, together with its grounds, has dominant
and enhancing position in the hillside residential neighbourhood where . 4
it stands, much maintaining the unity of that neighbourhood. This|it = %
has done noticeably for more than a century and, under present owner- L T
ship and plans, will do significantly in the future. (One regrets;to : ;
state that "present ownership" had for some time contemplated demo- - ®
1lition, which would have disintegrated a whole area, visually and in °
other ways.) _ : ' .

| | A |

This house 1s a thing of pedigree, having been designed by the
famous architect Richard Upjohn., It is one of four major co sions .
executed by him in Providence: two were churches (existing); itwo were
large houses, of which this is the survivor. The Woods-Gerry House is
of mid-XIX Century Italianate, rectangular, palazzo style and| is to a
degree concomitantly adorned; but it has distinction and sophistication
beyond most examples of that style in its reticence of surfacé, its' '
suavity of form and its adormnment only "to a degree," Conseqﬁently-it
seems a more intellectual and cors idered design than many of its co@—
temporaries and, in fact, many other residence designs by Upjéhn himself.
That much intellect and consideration were indeed involved has been
found in the extensive correspondence between aréhitect and client

during the house's conception and construction.. We have here a tangible

plece of both local and national architectural history or development,
. an example of refinements in American architectural thought, taste and
- modelling. ' | . ) ’

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

-

3
, Lately the house has provoked a warm interest and enthusiastic
energies among a group of the--usually only avant-garde--faculty and
gtudents at the Rhode Island School of Design; through them it has been .
- : .| . rescued from disuie and decay. This group initiated a program of renair
% i .and restoration, doing the lebout themselves; and.this progresses. Tie
N i _‘extent and results of their work and the intrinsic aesthetic apd useful
. * qu:alities of the house were demonstrated to the school's newiadmini%
: \ strators; interest was contagious; and the latteirllncw intend lt:o house . -:
. - . ; ' | ' ., -

(See Contimuation Shogt) e
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7. Description. . : | : '

The }l;louse is situated close to the street on i-_ts east and north sides

and 1s there protected by a wrought-iron fence between stone-capged plers.
To the west, a long grass terrace or informal garden with trees and some

green planting slopes down for a considerable distance. There ane not [now
evidences of stables or other outtuildings, if such existed. !

aen T o -
T Lownas ot

. | -
s . Follc'c'wing long occupancy by the Woods family, the house inlL 1931 be-
ol . came the property of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Goelet Geriry% They created the
! new east entrance and lobby, made two reception rooms at the west|into one,
, ' changed the' course of the driveway, installed some inner garden walls for
,." : privacy and substituted flat wrought-iron grilles at the wirdows in rlace
- of the former projecting balconies. During the Woods and Gerry ownerships

the house and grounds were meticulously maintained. -
This property was acquired in 1959 by the Rhode Island School of -
Design, which then proposed to demolish the house--a move stremuously op-
posed locally and successfully obstructed over an eleven-year period.
During this time the house was allowed to be constantly vandalised, al-
.though damage appears to have teen confined mainly to'broken-glaé s smashed
"~ locks, cracked panels, destroyed mantels and the disappearance of most of - o
‘the Inside window shutters. In 1970, after a change of mind part per- | -
suaded by its own faculty and students, the School of Design has: dertalen ‘
complete rehabllitation of this handsome house for exhitition-gall ry use -
on the first floor, administrative and hospitable accommodations oh the '
second and third floors, - - . = -~ . ‘ A
| ' 0. . . Adapted from studies made by | = |
. e Antoinette F. Downing, Anita F.

: L _ |
Lo S Glass, Osmund R. Overby. b

- e ' 5 o ' '

. 8, Signii‘iczlmce. )

themselves in the Woods-Gerry House. This administration has promilsed td
. carry on the restoration and proper maintenance which this outstanding

structure deserves. - Thus saved, it can contime to be a building of use
. and one worthy oi‘{ist.u_dy and admiration, as: it always has been, . |’

e e e

' Richard B, Harrington. .. ..
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES D
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

[
)

D LONGITUDE COORBINATES |
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A AROPERTY

. . R ,OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE - LATITUDE | ' tong|Tupe !
Degrees Minutes Seconds:| Degrees Minutes Seconds | . Degrees. Minutes Ssconds | Degroes Minptes Seconds
nw b1 L9 L2 e | 7L e 2k » 2L = A * Secend s Minptes Second

Ne ll het ket Tt el I .
ol hg bl | Tk 22 T .
M 1P ne’ ho'ln® o’ " ’ ‘

v
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES , ‘
STATE: ’ . : ConE | counTy : ' g : ‘ cope m
- fsTaTE: . N S CODE [ COUNTY: . - T cooE | / '
STATE: ' CODE | COUNTY: ’ . CODE z
o ' w
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY: i : CODE o
' ‘. 2
i c
NAME AND TITLE:
Richard B. Harrington, Consultant 0
CRGANIZATION . DATE -
Rhode Island Historical Preservation Ccmmission L July 27, 1970 -
STREET AND NUMBER: Q.
State House, 90, Smith Street - L S Co ' =z
CITY OR TOWN: } STATE CODE v

Rhode' Island, 02903 . | B
AL:REGISTER: VERIFICA‘!’IIO '

|
/

bl

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I herebv cernfy that this property is included in the "

: 89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion __Naticmal Register. ) . 3
o) in the National Register and certify that it has been ‘ ) % . . ; M
" st evaluated according to the critena and procedires set _ ' o oo i ' ' 1 -
forth by the Nationa! Park Servl(:e ~.The recommended — - = -
i - o y the Ja r Chief, Office of Archeoclogy and Historic Preservation
] level of significance o[ this’ nominatlon is: - | ‘ S . o :
. . National '[]  -State [J°' Local . ! ok b
""" ’LE C P S o L Date ' ety .
- I i ' I ) . ; ; 1 : !
Name _ '’ ) ST . o . IR T " T T
- : — ATTEST: . L ,
c S ' ' i ! |
: _ e e : Lo :
2 Dl Tine I . N i
L : B ST o | Keeper of Thle Nauonal Reogister a
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ETATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Tsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o rovidence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

vy (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ssetbob i benioly el

Z [TRaME

o COMMON: Woods-ﬁerry House

— ano/or mistoric: Woods (Dr, Marshall) House

= |2. LOCATION

U |sTREET AND NUM
62, Prospect Street

: CITY OR TOWN:

s Providence

b= STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

wv Rhode lsland, 02906 m rrovidence

— [ PHOTO REFERENCE | ; T

- P io¥s Sneoi Bhoas Teland Sohool of Design

pATE oF PHOTO: 1969-1970

W NEGATIVE FILED AT: pnode Island School of Design,

W :fﬂ 1ne;e..$;§ne_at,,liz_nxidamﬂ4_ﬁhgdﬂ..lﬂand 02907

“ DESCIRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC o T : -
Ground-floor plan drawn in 1969 or 1970 by the group interested in
preservation and restoration of the house. It shows (bottam) the
circular lobby inserted in 1931 and (top) the centre and iouth
reception rooms combined by removal of an original partition, and
the filling-in of a door from centre room to hall.
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
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STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Providencei

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUM;EE

DATE

NAME L
common: Woods -Gerry House

. LOCATION
STREET AND NUM BER!

62, Prosvect Street

AnD/oR HisToric:W0OdS (Dr, Marshall) House

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE:

INSTRUCTIONS

CcOopE |COUNTY:

Providence

CODE

SEE

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow. -
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY |

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[1.> NAME

COMMON:: Woods-Gerry HOIJBG
AND/OR HISTORIC: WOOdS (Dr_Harshallj House
. LOCATION ;

STREET AND NUMBER:

2, Prospect Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

"™ Rhode Island, 02906 —"ﬁ—%’“”"f’?wmeme .; 007

B. PHOTO REFERENCE e

PHOTO CREDIT: Prov'idence Pmsemtion Society
DATE oF pHoTOo: (O, 1955-1960
NEcaTIVE FiLED AT: Not known

INSTRUCTIONS

. -

SEE

DEICRIBE VIEW DIRECTION E‘I’C

Exterior seen from the south-east, after the removal of
window balconies and insertion of new entrance (partially visible)
in ground floor of bay.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BEATE ]
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Prov'ibence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORINPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) L o) ———

[EARE

COMMON : Woods-GBIT’y House
Ano/onms-romc '\]'OOds DT H

2. LOCATION

bTREET AND NUMBER:
62, Prospect Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: COUNTY:
Rhode Island %5—1 Providence 007
. PHOTO REFERENCE

pPHoTO cREDIT: mlmie_laland_ﬁchngl_or_ngaim_mobamjhnmign)_____

paTE oW BHOTO: iy, 1970

NEGATIVE FILED AT Rhode Island School of Design, '

s

{ 'r_903_ |

DE’CRIBE VIE'N DIRECTION, ETC.

View towards north in centre drawing-room on west front | (whila
undergoing restoration and repair in 1970 for future exﬂ:l.bition—

gallery use)., The mantelpiece, cornice etc, are charactbriatin of
the restrained trim throughout the house,
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SEE

— - - = ;_

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Ialand
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence |
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Typs' all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) e ——
1) NAME e B
COMMON: WOOdS—GBI‘I‘Y HO‘IJ.SB :
AND/OR HISTORIC: WOOdB (DI‘. Marshall) HO'IJ.SG
2. LOCATION S
IsTREET AND NUMBER
62, Prospect Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Providence
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island » 02906 _Providence 007
. PHOTO REFERENCE Fon e i G : L

FroTo creoi T Copy nagative. “Rhode Island School Of Desig:n

DATE OF PHOTO: C, 1900

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Schaol of Design,

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from south-west, showing original balconies and railings in
place.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L

i NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM,
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME
COMMON

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE [Assigned by NPS)

Woods-Gerry House

Woods (Dr. Marshall) House

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Providence Provid e
STREET AND NUMBER

62 Prospect Street |
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHO_"I'O CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Eric Hertfelder 1972 R.I.H.Pres. |Com,.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

East side of building showing segmentally-arched French windows with
wrought iron grilles, original on third story and restoration on secénd.







FORM 10-301 A
1e/72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all _enfries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE [Aseigned by NPS)
Woods-Gerry House Woods (Dr. Marshall) House
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN .
Rhode Island Providence vaide:#ce
STREET AND NUMBER
62 Prospect Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT y
R.I. School of Design 1969 R.I. Schodl of Design

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Loggia on west side of house before restoration




W 1
5 g

' .-



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode tsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES sooNEr )
Providénce
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[ONAMETT

common:  Market Honse

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:
Market Square

CITY OR TOWN: |
Providence |

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Island nn Providence

CODE

vy

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PpHoTo creoiT: B, Christopher Bene

| —

DATE oF PHOTO: 1971

pecaTive Fitep aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
90 Smith Street, Provi Rhode Island, 02903

QE;CRI:HE VIEW DIRECTION, ETC
View from the north-west, showing the ground-floor arc
now enclosed and glazed.

, State House,

Tles as

|







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR \

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

\

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

1
|

COMMON

Woods-Gerry House

AND/OR HISTORIC

Woods (Dr. Marshall) House

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
1
1
\

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Rhede Island Providence Providence
STREET AND NUMBER
62 Prospect Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT |
R.I. School of Design 1972 R.I. School of Design

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

West side of house after restoration.







FORM 10-301 A

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

18/78) | NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON

Woods=Gerry House

AND/OR HISTORIC

Woods (Dr. Marshall) House.

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
*T*Khode Island ““Providence T°™ providence
STREET AND NUMBER
62 Prospect Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

PHOTO CREDIT

ReI. School of Design

1972

ReI. School of Design

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Fire escape designed by School of Design faculty on south side of house.
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fn =5 © UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  [STATE
UNIE NATIONAITPARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES P tdetioe
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

wr (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) el i il

Es E__ NAME - : : e .

o COMMON: WOOdB-GGm HO‘USB

— anD/oR HisTORIC: Woods (Dr. Marshall) House

= |2, LOCATION

U TREET AND NUMBER:

: 62, Prospect Street

: CITY OR TOWN:

o Providence

= STATE: CODE |COuNTY: CODE
| o Rhode Island, 02906 W Prwidence 007

= [P PHOTO REFERENCE = . e '

— HOTO CREDIT: Copy negat.ive. Rhode Ialand SOhOOI O_f Design

DATE OF PHOTO: Ce 1900

w NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island School of Design,

w Rhale oiand, (2902

vy Sl R e iR g

D:’cﬂl!‘ VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
West loggia, with railing (no longer existing) above.
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