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1 Nameof Property

historic name: Brown & Shame MpnufacturingCompanyCompiex

other nameMite nunther Darling, Brown & SbarpeR6R-1S96;Capital inthistrial Center196R-1956; The

a
2. Location

street&nuniber Promenade,Bath, Calverly, WestPariçJjnlden andBrownell Streets,and 1-95

not for publication: N/A

citv4oni: Providence vie nity: _NLA

state: _J_ county: Proyjdene___ code: fl07 zip code: 0290S

3. Classification

Ownershipof Property: PriMate

Categoryof Iropert. Bin Id I ngs

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributirig

_&_ A. buildings
- sites

_2_ _l_ structures
- - objects

& Total

Number of contnbuti ig resources previously listed in the National flegister ‘bile

Nameof related multiple propertylisting NA
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Propertyname: Brown & SharpeManufacturing Companycomplex,ProvidenceCounty, Providence,RI

4. State/FederalAgencyCertification

As the designatedauthority nnderthe NationalHistoric PreservationAct of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this
nominationJ_ requestfor determination of eligibility_._ meetsthe documentationstandardsfor registeringpropertiesin

the National Registerof historic Placesand meetsthe proceduraland professionalrequirements setforth in 36 CELl Part60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria.

continuation sheet

‘ce c

Signatureof certifying official Date

Stateor Federalagencyandbureau

In my opinion, the property - meets does notmeetthe NationalRegistercriteria.
See continuationsheet.

Signatureof commentingor otherofficial Date

Stateor Federalagencyand burean

5. NationalParkServiceCertification

I hereby certify that this property is

entered.inthe NationalRegister

________

Seecontinuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register

________

See continnation sheet.

_________

determined not eligible for the
National Register

_________

removedfrom the National Register

other explain:

____________________

Signatureof Keeper Dateof Action
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Piopeity name.: Brown& SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplex,ProvidenceCounty,Providence,RI

6. Functionor Use

Historic:ThJDIJSTRYTPROCESSING/ Sub: Mannfaeniring
EXTRACTION -

Current: COMMERCE Sub: Business
HEALTH CARE Sub: Medical BusinessOffice - -

GOVERNMENT Sub: GovernmentOffice
VACANT/NOT IN I JSE

7. Description

Architectural Classification:NO STYlE

Oilier Description: -

Materials foundatioii STONEgranite,BRICK, roof ASPHAlT

CONCRETE
walls BRicK CONCRETE,METAl! other

skd

Describepresentandhistoric physicalappearance.
X. Seecontinuationsheet.

8. Statementof Significance

Certifying official has consideredthe siguificanceof this propertyin relation to otherproperties nationally
Applicable National RegisterCriteria.: ..A,.C

Criteria ConsiderationsExceptions:

Areas of Significance: INfli ISTRY, INVENTION
ARCHJTECTI IRE, ENGINEERING

Periodsof Significance: 1E12 to 1 940

SignificantDates 1812

SignificantPersons:

CulturalAffiliation: nla

MxliiteetlBuilder ThomasMcFarlane, FrederickHowe

Stale significanceof property, andjustify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas andperiodsof significance noted above.
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Property name: Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompany Complex,ProvidenceCOunty,Providence,RI

. See continuation sheet

9. Major Bibliographical References

Seecontinuation sheet. -

Previousdocumentation on file NPS:

- preli ninary determination of individua-l listing 36 CFR 67 has beenrcquested.
- previously listed in the National Register
- previously determined eligible by the National Register
- designated aNa.tiona.l iistoric Landmark

recordedby Historic American Buildings Survey ft

--_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record ft 19 2989804633392

PrimaryLocation of Additional Dath:

State historic preservation office
Other state agency
Federalagency

Local government
University

_X_ Other-- SpecifyBcpositoiy Brown andSharpecollection, RI Historical Society Library, Hope Street,
Providence,RI; TheFoundryAssociates,Holden Street,Providence,RI

10. GeographicalData

Acreageof Prnperft 25

UTM ReferencesZone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A J9 29R891L 4633500 B 19 299140 4633M0
C J.9. 299700 4633540 D 19 299750 4613280

- F 19.. 295640 4633460

Seecontinuation sheet.

Verbal BoundaryDescription: _X_ Seecontinuationsheet

BoundaryJustification: __ Seecontinuation sheet.

ilL FormPreparedBy

Nametl1itle: EdwardCopnors*
Organization: dward Connorsand Associates Date: April 7007
Street&Nuniber: 14 Brook Street Telephone: 433-7871
City or ‘I’owii: Banjngoa State: RI fliP: 02806
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*Note: This nomination was compiledfrom severalsourcesnotedin the bibliography. Much of/hesign ficancestatementwas

adaptedfrom a memorandumby Wm McKenzie LVoodward ofRIJ-JPHC and a 1977 draftNational Registernomination for
Building No. 1 only preparedby GeorgeAdams.Somedescriptivedata was adaptedfrom an undergraduatepaperon Brown

& Sharpepreparedby Katherine Alexander, Brown University, ca 1995.



XIS n,nn IO4Xa 0MB A ppnwi. I No. IO4-lS

51*1

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service- -

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Prepertyname: Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplex,ProvidenceCounty,Providence,RI
Sectionnumber 7 - Page 6

Description

Thelarge, red brick, multi-story industrial buildingsof the Brown& SharpeManufacturing
Companylie north of the Woonasquatueket Riverin the SmithHill neighborhoodof Providence,Rhode
Island. Brown & Sharpevacated mostof thecomplexin 1964 to move to a modem facilityin North
Kingstown,RI. Thebuildings line threecity blocksalong PromenadeStreetand spreadnorth abouttwo
city blocksto West ParkStreet.They wereconstructedbetweentheyears 1872 and 1941 The complex
includes twelvebuildingseight contributing,four non-contributingandthreestructurestwo
contributing,onenon-contributing.

The complexoccupiesan areaof slightly more thantwenty-five acres.This areais definedby
Promenade Streetto thesouth,Bath andCalverly Streetsto the west, WestParkandBrownell Streetsto
thenorth, and InterstateRoute95 and HoldenStreetto the east. Before theconstructionof Interstate
Route95 the sitecomprised thirty-twoacres.At the time of thehighway construction,approximatelysix
acresof land to the eastof BuildingsNo. 1 andNo.4 were takenfor thehighwayright-of-way. The
presentcomplexconsistsof buildings,overhead connectors, pavedareassomeon the sitesof demolished
buildings andinterior roadways,two structuresrelatedto demolished foundries,and onebuilding
foundation. -

A single-storyfoundry,built in 1880, frontedon Promenadewestof Holden Street.This building
was demolishedea. 1972 andis nowa parkinglot. An arcadeof brick segmentalarch openingsdefines
thenorthernandwesternedgeof this parkingarea,a survivalof the foundry’s storagebins. Ca. 1900the
companybuilt a larger foundry westof the storagevaultsand Building No. 9 on thenorth sideof Edith
Street.A single structureof twenty four concreteand brick hemisphericarch storagebins andtiered
retainingwalls alsoservingasbuilding foundationsdefinesthe easternside ofthe formerfoundry site.
This areais now a parkinglot. Early twentieth-centuryinsurancedrawings identifythe original
PromenadeStreet foundry astheLight Foundryand the laterconstructionasthe HeavyFoundry.
Although forging also tookplace in thesefacilities, the two formerbuildingswill be distinguishedin this
way.

The presentowners,Foundry Associates, purchasedthe complexin 1986. This companyhas
undertaken renovationof a numberof thebuildings. BuildingsNo.1 and No. 3 arecompleteand
occupiedby a numberof businessesand stategovernmentoffices. BuildingsNo. 2 and No.5, vacantfor
over twenty-five years,are in the processof being rehabilitated.
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Inventory

Contributing buildingsaredefined asthosebuilt during theperiodof significancewhich retain sufficient
physicalintegrity to conveytheir historic appearance.

Holden Street

25 BUILDING NO. 4 1896to 1917: This complexbuilding is actuallya groupof buildings
dominatedby a 6-storymain east-wingfronting on BeachStreetand two perpendicular6-story
wingsextendingnorth to Edith Street. Setalong the steepincline of Holden Street,it is notable
for its oversizedgranite corniceandits curvedbrick piers. The earliest partof this building dates
from 1896; a numberofadditionswere madeup until 1917. The componentsof this building
includethe main wing293’ x 51’, of steel beamand brick archconstruction;an eastwing
112’ x 51’, alsoof steelbeamandbrick archconstruction;anda westwing 83-95 x 41’, of
steelframeandconcrete construction.Floors in these wingsare woodplanks laid overconcrete
subflooring. A squarechimneythat flaresat its caprises from the rearof themain wing.
Foundationsare of granite,with concretefor later modifications. -

Becauseof their similarity in size and detail,themain wing,the eastwing, and thewest
wing will be describedin common. Themain wing is six stories;the Edith Streetelevationsofthe
eastandwestwings are five stories. They wereusedfor themost part asmachineshops.
Windowsare24/24 double-hungwood sash. The sills and lintels are quarry-facedgranite,
matchingthe cornice. Thesewindowsoccupythe entire spacebetween brickpilasters.A 2-bay,
hemisphericarchentrywayis at the east endof the BeachStreet elevation.

A 2- and3-storycenterwing 72’ x 60’ with a floor below gradevisible from Edith
Street,anda single-story shippingwing 95 ‘-107’ x 43’ occupythe areabetweentheeast and
westwings. Thecenterwing hasa heavygranitecornice similar to that of the largerwings, with
minimal corbeling. Monitor windows extendthe length of the center wing’sroof. The Edith
Streetelevationconsistsof threebaysdefinedby two hemisphericarch entrancesnow modified
or filled and a matchingwindow that appearsto be of original design. This wood framewindow
consistsof a pair of 8/12 sashesandtwo 9-light transoms.A 1-storyshipping area -



XIS I4,nti ft-If-,, DXI Ii Ap1m,v,,I No. IC.4-WII8

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Propertyname: Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplex,ProvidenceCounty, Providence,RI
Section niunber 7 Page 8

Holden Streetcontinued

ca. 1917wrapsaround threesidesof the centerwing. The shippingareahasfive baysof 15/15
metal framewindows.

A concreteand stuccoelevatedwalkwaywith 9-light metal framewindowsis supportedby
iron columnsandconnectsto the rearof Building No. 1. A copper-clad elevatedwalkway
connectsto the older sectionofBuilding No. 5. The wroughtiron fenceof Building No.1
continuesaroundthe westandnorth elevationsof thebuilding. An alley of stonepayers extends
in the form of an L along the north of themain wing to the eastwall of the eastwing.

50 BUILDING NO. 9, CARPENTERSHOPca. 1919: This 148 x 88’ brick andconcretepier and
spandrelbuilding servedasa carpentershop,andalsohousedpattern makingandpaint shops. Set
on the incline ofHolden Street,it is threestorieson the southelevationandtwo storieson the
north. It retains12/12 replacementmetal framewindows. Thebuilding has a molded concrete
corniceand brick parapetwall. A molded concrete beltcourseis integralwith the lintels. The
foundationis concrete. A modified entranceis setat thebuilding’s northwestcorner. At one time
a connectorspannedEdith Streetto Building No. 5. An entrywayto Edith Streetis now locatedin
the bay that providedthis connector.

Lcland Street

1 BUILDING NO. 12, POWERHOUSEca. 1908, 1912,1918: This brick building is oneof the
mostattractiveof the Brown andSharpebuildings. It is of asymmetricaldesign,the western
sectiondefinedby a steppedparapetandskylighted roof. A stepped gabledefinesthemain
entrywaybelowgrade ofrecent construction.The main portion of thebuilding housedeight
boilers in 1921. A flat-roofengineand dynamoroom is set to its east.Theseboilers,originally
usedfor steamgeneration,later fed dynamosfor electrical generation.Noneof the power
generationequipmentsurvives.

Thecornice is brownstonewith elaboratecorbeling. Windowson theeastand north
elevationsaregroupedin pairs of 12/12,doublehungwith a commonroundarch head. These
wood framewindowsappearto be original. Thewestelevationis threestorieswith 12/12double-
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Leland Streetcontinued

hung, segmentalarch,woodenframewindowsmore in keepingwith otherbuildings in the
complex.The raised basementwindows of the westelevationare brick-filled.

While the exteriorof the building retainsmuch of its original appearance,an elaborateoak
entrywayof recentconstructionis foundon theEdith Streetfaçade.Extensiveinterior renovation
was carriedout for its most recentuseasa restaurant,including a seriesof exteriorgargoylelamps
attachedat thepilasters. Theoverheadcranesystemof the openeasternchamberof the
Powerhousesurvives,now paintedin brightcolors. A largeskylight partof theoriginal runs
north to south. A stainedglassoculuslikely a replacementof an original window is centered
over themodified entryway.A brick chimneyrisesfrom the rearof thebuilding. A sideentryway
opensonto LelandStreet. -

Promenade Street

235 BUILDING NO. 11872 to 1916: This complexbrick building of 4 to 6 storieswasbuilt asa
seriesof additionsto an original 3-storystructuresited along PromenadeandHolden Streetsin
1872. BecauseHolden Streetis a steephill descendingfrom Smith Streetto the Woonasquatucket
River, thebuilding presents varyingelevationsandvarying exposuresof basements.The pattern
of threehollow squaresthat exists today resultfrom newwings and infill addedto the original
constructionover four decades.Brick piersdefine eachbay,windows occupyingalmostthe full
areabetweenpiers.

The first construction,threewings in the form of a flattenedZ, was threestories. The
main wing is now the easternhalfof thePromenade Streetelevation.A fourth floor was added
before 1908. At the roughcenterof the PromenadeStreetfaçadeanothercentralwing was aligned
north andsouth. A third, westwing frontedon Holden Streetand today formsabout 1/3 of that
façade.By themid-1880sthecompanyhadexpandedthe main wing to occupytheentire block,
presentingthe thirty-six baysvisible today. By 1916, six wingsand infill eventuallyoccupiedthe
entireblock definedby Promenade,Holden, and BeachStreetsand an alley now belowearthworks
associatedwith InterstateRoute95.
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Promenade Streetcontinued - - -

An original Promenade Street entrywayoccupiedthe fifth bay from the easternendof the
main wing. In constructionthatappearsto datefrom the I 930s,that entrywaywasexpandedto
occupythe sixth bay andmodernizedwith theuseof chrome,plate glass,and glassbrick. Another
2-bay entrywayat thecenterof the Promenade Streetfaçadeappearsto be of relativelyrecent
construction.A largeeastelevation entryway accessibleby wayof an unnamedalley provides
accessto theeasternmostinterior courtyard.The main entranceto thebuilding is providedby a
modem,2-bay entrancealongBeachStreet.Thereis alsoa 1-bayHoldenStreetentranceas well
as threeHolden Streetdoors.

The foundationis granite ashlar, whichis also usedin the corniceof the olderpartsof the
building andin a belt courseseparatingfloors 4 and 5 on partof the north façadeand floors 3 and
4 on the southfacade.A similar granitebeltcourse separatesthe basementfrom the first-floor on
thesouth façade.On somewings, metal coping sits on top of the cornice.A square-section
ornamentis weldedto this coping,definingeach bay.Variationsof this designappearon
buildings throughoutthecomplex.

With the exceptionof the rectangularbasementwindowsvisible alongPromenadeStreet,
windowsare mostlysegmentalarch with 12/12 modernmetal sashreplacingthe original 20/20
double-hungsashes.Sills are of brownstonein the olderpartsof the building and concretein the
mostrecent. An original wooden doorwayandtransomis foundalong Holden Street.

Thecorniceon most wingsis granitewith brick dentilingand corbelingbelow. The
original patternof corbelingremainedunchangedthroughmost of the additionsexceptfor the
mostrecent1916 wing at thenorthwestcornerHolden andBeachStreets.In this wing the
corbelingis simplified, like the corbelson thepartsof Building No. 5 that werebuilt aroundthe
same time.

The roofsof the variouswings exceptfor themost recentarenearly flatwith skylights
now coveredto providelight to theupperstory. Fire-proofconstructionincludesbrick arches
fitted into steelor iron beamswith a woodplankfloor and supportingiron columns.In themost
modernnorthwestwing the company departedfrom previousconstructionin usingconcrete
encased steelbeams. Floorsarepredominantlywoodand concrete.Two smokestacksrise from the
centralwing, onein the southwestcornerand onein thenorthwestcorner.
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Promenade Streetcontinued

A wrought iron fencein good conditionis foundalong the PromenadeStreetfaçadeand, in
- varying conditions,at other pointsin the oldestpartsof thecomplex.A stairwayof brick and

graniteprovidesaccessfrom the level of BeachStreetto the westernalley below. It is in poor
repairandnow inaccessible.

Historically this building contained machineshopsanda draftingroom,with officeson the
upper floors. Since 1964, it has houseda numberof tenantsincludingRhode Island JuniorCollege
now CommunityCollegeof RhodeIslandand theRI Departmentof Labor. It is now oCcupied
by theRI Departmentof EnvironmentalManagementand theNarragansettBay Commissionas
well astheoffice of the FoundryAssociates.Theinterior designis characteristicof modernoffice

- buildings: suspended ceilings, commercial carpeting,anddrywall partitions. Areasof original
brick constructionare revealed throughoutthe building.

255 BUILDING NO. 2 1896: This L-plan, 4-storybrick building frontson Holden Street,its -larger -

wing extendingwestwardto a connectionwith Building No.3. Themain east-westwing is 192’ x
51’, thenorth-southwing is 51’ x 40’. The corniceis granitewith brick corbelinganddentiling
similar to that of Building No. 1. A beitcourseof graniteseparatesthe first andsecondfloors on
the southelevation.This elevationis dominatedby six roundarch, 1 ‘/2-bay freight doorways,now

-
- coveredwith plywood or- filled with cinderblock.Theprincipal, I-bay entrywayis locatedon
Holdcn Street.The foundationis granite. Theroof is nearlyflat; the interior constructionis
similar to the earlypartsof Building No. 1, withbrick archesset in I-beamsand restingon iron
columns. Windowsare double-hung,wood frame,20/20sashsetundersegmentalarches.Many
sashesare damaged;somewindows arecoveredwith plywood. Sills areof brownstone.The upper
lights of surviving windows conformto thesegmentalarchabove.This window designis found in
only oneother building in the complex,theadjoining old sectionof Building No. 5.

This building servedasa machineshop.By 1908 the company, needingmore shopspace,
had extendedthis building to the north in thevicinity of its eventualconnectionto Building No. 5,
also L-plan. The connectionof thesetwo buildingscreatedan enclosedcourtyard.Thereis an
undergroundtunnel to Building No. 1. -
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PromenadeStreetcontinued

255 BUILDING NO. 5 ca. 1905, 1919: This 6-story,L-planbuilding consistsof an older brick
sectionca.l905,the exteriortreatmentof which is morein keepingwith Building No.2 to
which it is connected,anda newer19l9,extendedto thewest in ca. 1926 concreteandbrick
sectionthat extendsalongEdith Street. AlongEdith Streetat Holden Streetthegroundfloor is
below grade;it is eventuallyexposedasthe topographychangesalong the360’ Edith Street
elevation.

The older section,fronting on Holdenand connectedto Building No. 2, ofbrick archand
I-beamconstruction,presentsa complexfaçadeof mixed treatments.The portionof the building
adjacentto Building No. 2 is two bayswide. Windowsare segmentalarch, 20/20woodenframe
and doublehung. Sills arebrownstone. -

A 7-storyprojecting towerprovides,at groundlevel, themain entranceto BuildingsNo. 2
and No. 5. Windowsin this 3-bay tower are segmentalarch, 12/12, doublehung, woodenframe
with quarry-facedgranitesills. Foundationsare granite.

The newer1919and ea. 1926construction beginsat the 7-storytower. Here thebuilding
is of flat-roofed,pier andspandrel constructionwith 20/20 double-hung,wood framewindows

- groupedin threeson the upperfive floors. The first floor has20/20 double-hungwindows also
groupedin threeswith a fixed 8-light transom. Partof theHolden Street elevationhas36-light,
metal framewindows.

Sills arequarry-facedgranite in the 1919constructionandconcretein theca. 1926
construction.Corniceand foundationsare concrete.The cornicehasa metal coping. A bridge that
originally connectedthis building to the Building No. 9 to the north no longer exists,but its
location is still visible. This building was usedfor the erectingand assemblingof machines.

255 BUILDING NO. 7 Ca. 1911, remodeled1916: Fronting on Leland Street,this 3-story,brick and
concrete buildingoncehousedmachineshops;it is connectedto BuildingsNo. 5 and No.3. It is a
flat-roof, 163’ x 50’, of steelframe,pier andspandrel constrnction.Somefirst-floor windows have
beenclosed;second-floorwindows arewood frame,predominantly20/20, anddouble-hungwith
an 8-light transom.Third floor windowsare 8/12. All windows aregroupedin fives. First floor
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PromenadeStreetcontinued

sills areconcreteintegralwith the foundationasare thelintels. On the secondfloor the sills are
brick, andthe lintels are integral with a concrete beltcoursethat extends aroundthevisible facades
of the building. On thethird floor the sill is concrete,andthe lintel is integralwith theconcrete
cornice.TheLeland Street elevation hastwo largebays.

275 BUILDING NO.3 1891, 1903: This 3-story, brick,L-plan building lies westof Building No. I
alongPromenadeStreet.Its modernentrywayat the angleof the two wingsfacesinto the
parkinglot createdby the razingof theLight Foundry.A 3-storywing perpendicularto
PromenadeStreetis 266’ x 57’; another 3-storywing originally 2-storyparallel to Promenade -

Streetis 97’ x SI’. It connectsto Buildings No. 2 andNo. 7. Its cornice i granitewith brick
dentiling and corbelingbelow. Thefoundationis granite.

Windowsare setundersegmentalarcheswith brownstonesills andare separatedby brick
piers. The window openingsare now filled with metal; its frame 1/1 replacementsash. Thereis a
projecting3-story towerof earlytwentieth-centuryconstructionrectangularwindowsare 9-light
metal framewith concretesills. Minimal corbelingis carriedover into this addition. A square
chimneydominates the building’snorthwesterncorner.This building wasusedprimarily as a
warehouseand for patternstoragefor theneighboringfoundry.

The east-westwing is of brick archand I-beamconstructionwith wood plank floorlaid
over concrete subfloors.The north-southwing is of steel frameconstructionwith a concretefloor.
The fireproofing forthis building differs from the otherbuildings in that it useshollow tiles above
thebrick archesfor added insulation.Similar to Building No. 1, the interior hasbeenremodeledto
includecarpeting,drywall partitions,andsuspendedceilings.

291 BUILDING NO. 10 1940: This roughly L-plan,pier andspandrel,single-story brickbuilding
270-261’x 75’ is a steelframeconstructionwith a flat, gypsumroof Thefoundationis concrete.
Industrialwindowshave beenreplacedwith stuccoed panels containingsmall 1/1 modem
windows.Thereis a metalcoping on thecornice.

295 BUILDING NO. 8 1916: Building No. 8 is a single-story,steel frame, 170’ x 72’ building once
NC usedfor wet grinding. Its 28-bay façadehasbeensignificantly altered.Corniceand sills are

concrete.Windowsare 12/12 metal framereplacement.A raisedskylight which appearsto be of
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Promenade Streetcontinued

original constructionis set onthe flat roof; it runs almostthe lengthof thebuilding.The concrete
cornicehasmetal coping.Thereare two modernmetal andplate glass entryways.Thebuilding has
beenextensivelyrenovatedon the interior.

299 BUILDING NO. 111940and SHEDNO. 301928, 1930: This roughly 450’ building, a
NC formerwarehouse,hastwo distinct sections:a front, 2-story,heavily modifiedsectionBuilding

No. 11,245"x 132’ and a rearshedShedNo. 30, 188’ x 132’.

By 1921 Brown & Sharpehadacquiredthe formerLaureldaleChemicalWorks,
completingtheacquisitionof land thatproceededto the north and westof their initial land
purchasein 1872.Unlike the restof theBrown andSharpeComplex, theLaureldale buildings
werealignedat an angleto Promenadeand thisbuilding retainsthat siting. A 1921 map shows
Brown & Sharpeoccupyingthe rearsectionas a storehouse; FranklinProcessingCompany
occupiedthe front. By 1926 Brown & Sharpeoccupiedall of the formerLaureldaleWorks.-

Building No. 11 is heavily modified, surfacedin polychromestuccoandbrick with a
projectingentryway. Its sideroofs are shallow-pitched;a central raised,fiat-roofed section

- extendsto therearshed.Two horizontalbandsof modernmetal frame,single light windowswrap
aroundthe front and sides.

Attachedto the rearofthis building is ShedNo. 30, a one-story,formerstorageshedthat
predatesBuilding No. 11. A seriesof nine largeentrywaysalongthe reareastwall arenow filled,
someare stuccoed.Theeastelevationof this rearshedretainsmuch of its original appearance;the
west elevation hasreceivedthe sameexterior treatments as thefront section.The foundationis
concrete.A parapeton the roofline separatesthe two sectionsof thebuilding.

NC FOUNDATION OF CLEANING BUILDING NO. 6-F 1920: Nearthe Powerhouseand
Building No. 11, and to thenorth and eastof Building No. 11 area 180’ x 140’ concrete
foundationandpartof a first-floor deck,all thatremainsof a formerCleaning BuildingNo. 6-F,
which burnedca. 1980. This building consistedof an 8’ raisedbasementwith concretedeck
supportedby mushroomcolumns.A metal stairwaynow leadsto the first floor deck.
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Promenade Streetcontinued

301 BUILDING NO. 34 1941: This 161’ x 76’ building is a corrugatedsteelshed.A brick skin has
NC been builtaroundthis single-story,gabledroofstructure.A seriesof low segmentalarch windows

arefoundon eachelevation. - - -

STEEL STORAGEBINS, RETAINING WALL, PAVED ALLEY 1880to ca. 1910: Vicinity of
BuildingsNo. 2 and No.3, and locatedbelowBuilding No.2 and at thenorth endof the
PromenadeStreet parkinglot is a complex structurein the form ofa flattenedZ that includes
storagebins associatedwith theoriginal Light Foundrybuilt ca. 1880 anddemolishedin theearly
l970s. The roofof this structureis integral with an alley alongthe south elevatiobof Building
No. 2. This alley is surfacedwith stonepayers,oneof two suchlocationswithin thecomplexsee
Building No. 4. While mostly intact, thereare some areasof asphaltfill in this pavedalley, which
ends-inthe vicinity of the-former BuildingNo. 6, now demolished. -

Viewed from theparking lot, the storagebins form a seriesoftensegmentalarched,brick-
lined openingsset in a handsome12’ high androughly 180’ long retainingwall of uncoursed
graniteashlarandgranite coping.The heavyvoussoirstones arebound by oversizekeystones.
The bin openingsarefilled with plywood. A smallerwall with five archedopeningsruns

- perpendicularto theabove-describedwall extendingto thevicinity of Building No. 3. A single,
smallerarchedopeningto a tunnel below HoldenStreetto Building No. 1 is foundon the Holden
Streetwall. This retainingwall along HoldenStreettapersand connectsto a modernsolid
concretewall. Approximately100’ of wroughtiron fencingsurvivesalong thealley endingat the
location of formerBuilding No. 6 and then extendsabout50’ alongHolden Street.

STORAGEBINS AND FOUNDATION, RETAINING WALLS ea. 1900: To the north and
westof Building No. 9 is a approximately300’ long structureof twenty-fourhemisphericarch
sandstoragebins. This servedasthegroundfloor of a former two-story framebuilding, the upper
storiesof which servedas a flask shopandpig iron storage.This structurewas associatedwith the
1900 HeavyFoundrythat occupiedmuch of this areaofthe complex.Thesebins are of concrete
andbrick, about 12’ high andabout30’ deep.Two tiers offormerbuilding foundationsand
retainingwalls are setback from thesearches,rising up to form a retainingwall for the north
parking lot of Building No. 9.
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Photographs:

Photographer:EdwardConnors
Date: April 2002
Negatives: Rhode IslandHistorical Preservation& HeritageCommission,150 Benefit Street,

Providence,RI 02903
The aboveinformation appliesto all photographs

1. Building No. 11872-1916,view northeast -

2. Building No.21896,view north

3. Pavedalley and fence southof Building No. 21896,view west

4. Generalview of wall, archesBuilding No. 2 in background,view northeast

5. Connectorfrom Building No.41896-1917to Building No. 5 ca. 1905, 1919, view north

6. Building No. 3 1891, 1903,view west

7. Building No.41896to 1917, view southeast -

8. Foundationof Building No. 6-F1920, view north

9. Building No. 7 ca. 1911, remodeled1916, view northeast

10. Building No. 8 1916, view southeast

11. Building No. 9 ca. 1919, view northwest

12. StorageBins from HeavyFoundry,view northeast

13. Building No. 111940,andShed30, view north -

14. Building No. 12 ea. 1908, 1912,1918, Powerhouse,view south
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15. West elevationand rearof Powerhouseca. 1908, 1912,1918,view northeast

16. Building No. 341941, view northwest - -
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Numbers referto building numbers.Shadedareasshowsitesof demolished buildings.
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SIGNIFICANCE /

Summaryof Significance

TheBrown & SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplexis significantasthe physicalexpressionof a
companywhich was an internationalleaderin the manufactureof machineandmeasuringtools and the
developmentandpromotionof precision machiningstandardsusedworld-wide.Thecompany’ssuccess
in precision machiningandmanufacturing contributedgreatlyto the realizationof true interchangeability
in Americanindustry.The importanceof Brown & Sharpe extendsbeyondtheir mechanicalinnovations.
The superiorattentionto efficiencyandutility within their designand planningof thePromenadeStreet
manufacturingcomplexranksthemamongthemost progressiveof turn-of-the-centuryAmerican
manufacturers.During the almostonehundredyearsof occupancyat this Providencelocation,Brown &
Sharpe’s reputation asmachinetool manufacturerswas unparalleledlocally, nationally, andglobally.

The-Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplex is eligible for listing in theNational Register
of Historic Placesat thenational level underCriterion A for its associationswith the history ofAmerican
machiningandmanufacturing.The presentsite reflects the 1872 relocationof the companyfrom its
original locationin downtownProvidenceand its expansionthroughthemid-.twentiethcentury. Because
of Brown & Sharpe’snational role astechnical innovator,creatorof precision machiningstandards,
manufacturer,and employer,their manufacturingcomplexhashada profoundeffect on the region’s
economicandsocialhistory. -

TheBrown & SharpeManufacturingCompanyComplex is eligible for listing in theNationalRegister
of Historic P1cesunderCriterion C asit embodiesthedistinctivecharacteristicsand workmanshipofa
19th- and early20th-century industrial complex.It includeseight contributing buildings,four non-
contributing buildings,two contributing structuresand onenon-contributingstructureassociatedwith its
rise to nationalsignificance.

History

Brown & Sharpebeganin Providencein 1833 as David Brown & Son,makersand repairersof
clocks,watches,and light precisiontools. Originally locatedin buildingsno longerextanton South Main
Street,the companyflourishedprofessionallyandeconomically.JosephR. Brown assumedcontrolof the
firm afterhis father’s retirementin 1841 andby 1850 he haddevelopedthe first automatic machinefor.
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graduatingrules. In 1853 Lucian Sharpe,who hadjoined the firm as an apprenticein 1848,becamea full
partner,and the firm becameBrown & Sharpe.Sharpeconductedthe businessside ofthings andBrown
continuedto invent.

Inventionsflowed constantlyfrom thesmall shop, includingtheprecisionGearCutting and
Dividing Enginein 1855and theAmericanStandardWire Gage aboutthe sametime. Even more
significant forthe company1sfuture, however,was the signingof a contractin 1858 to manufacturethe
single-threadWilcox and Gibbs sewingmachine.Thesewing-machinecontractconsolidatedthe
company’sleadershipposition in the machine-toolindustryby increasingcompanysize and profits and
setting thecompany’scoursetowarddevelopmentand refinementof interchangeablemachine-tool
products.

Interchangeableprecisiobmachineparts werethe key to industrializationand massproduction.
Until the Civil War, whendemand for artilleryand small armsstimulatedproductionof thousandsof
identical mechanicalobjects, interchangeabilityof componentpartswithin machinerywasseldom
requiredon a broadbasis. In the following decades,the machinesto makeandmeasureprecision-tooled
machinepartsbecame Brown& Sharpe’smarketnichevirtually to the exclusionof competitors.The
companyheld this importantindustrial position forwell over a century. TheUniversal Milling Machine
1861 andthe Universal GrindingMachine1876 were the foundationsof Brown & Sharpe’sbusiness;
both machineswere-refinedover their many yearsofproductionbut fundamentallylittle changedor
challengedby competitorsuntil the late twentiethcentury,whencomputer-basedtechnologiessuperseded
themechanical.Also significantwere the company’sverniercalipers,pocketmicrometers,the formed-
tooth milling cutter1864, andtheautomaticscrewmachine.

Brown & Sharpe’stremendous growthduring the 1 860s,including 300 employeesworking in
fourteendifferent locations,createdneed for largerandmore efficient quarters.In 1872 thecompany
purchasedland for immediate constructionand laterexpansionat a site on PromenadeStreetjust above
the WoonasquatucketRiver at the foot of SmithHill. Thebrick, cast-iron,and concreteBuilding No.1
was designedby Brown & SharpeemployeeThomasMcFarlane.McFarlane’splan was clearly in the
vanguardof solid, "fireproof’ industrial construction.The 66,000-square’footbuilding housedall of the
company’sfacilities; it also includeda DrawingRoom, whereengineersdeveloped refinementsto existing
machineryaswell as creatingnewones.

By the time Brown & Sharpeoccupiedthenewplant on PromenadeStreet,the company
manufacturedat leastsevenimportantprecisionandmachinetools. By 1900, it had addedat leastsix new
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productsto its line. Brown & Sharpe’sproductmix madeit by far the largestandmost important
machine-toolmanufacturerin theworld.

The company’sexpansionin the late nineteenthandtwentieth centuriespromptedthe construction
of a complexthat eventuallyfilled thirty-threeacreswith buildingscloselylinked with developmentof its
productline. As eachof thedozen productlinesachieveda critical volume,newfacilities appearto have
beenbuilt to houseits production. Thecomplexwas expandedregularly until the endof World War I.

By 1920,much of the physicalplant hadbeenbuilt, but the firm’s salesandproduction continued
to grow. After 1920, thefirm’s growthis attributedto the increasingmechanizationof virtually every
aspectof daily life, including automotive, aeronautic, domestic,and commercialproducts.Thecontinuing
surfeit ofnew ideasfor machinetools that characterizedthe firm’s first half centurydiminishedafter
1900. Indeed,HenrySharpe,Jr, notedin the I 950sthat many of the company’s mostimportantproducts
wererefinementsofmachinetools madeby the company foralmosta century. Inaddition to the
importanceof theproductsthat Brown & Sharpemanufactured,the companyis alsosignificant for its
role in educatingand developing professionalmachinists.The ApprenticeshipAssociation, begununder
thesupervisionof RichmondViall in 1889,providededucationalexperiences,both at theplant andin
local educational institutionsincluding RhodeIslandSchoolof Design,that madeits employeesamong
the country’smostproficient. Theprogramgaverise to the company sobriquet-"Cradleof theMachine
Tool Industry." The company’s decisionto moveout of Providencein 1964 was an enormousblow to the
city and,also, partof a regionaltrendtoward industrial developmenton sitesoutside centercities.

Two foundry buildings,a formerwarehouse,a cleaningbuilding, and a numberof shedsin the
westof the complex have beendemolished. Whilethesebuildingsplayedan importantrole in the
complex,their absencedoesnot compromisethe complex’sintegrity sufficiently to compromiseits
significance.
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Geographical Date

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Theboundariesof theBrown & SharpeComplexcomprisethe following lots from ProvidenceTax
Assessor’s PlatMaps Nos. 4 and 67:

Plat 4: Lots 35, 66, 86, 87, 88, 90,91, 92, 93, 94,95
PIat 67: Lots 204, 205, 206,517, 519

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATIoN

With theexceptionof the approximatelysix acrestaken for Interstate Route95, these boundaries,
comprisingabout25 acres,defineall of the landhistorically associatedwith Brown & Sharpe duringits
almost 100 yearsof occupancyand expansion.Theseboundariesincludeall standing buildings,
structures,and foundation remains.
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