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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

ftINAME
COMMON:

Joseph and William Russell House
AND/OR HISTORIC,

OCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

118 North Nain Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE cdo COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island 44 Providence 007
[1CLASSIFICATION --

___________________
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CATEGORY
.

chock One

.
OWNERSHIP

.
STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

C District i:x BuIlding

C Site 0 StTttCtUre

C O6I.ct

,

C Public I Public Acquisition: .

0 PrIvate 0 In Process

Both o Being Considered .

.

j Occupied

0 Unoccupied

0 Preservation work
in progress

Yes:

C Restricted

C Unrestricted

r_j No.

PRESENT USE Check One or More as Appropriate

0 Agricultural 0 Government . 0 Pork C Transportation C Comments

XJ Commercial 0 Industrial Private Residence C Other Speclfr

C Educational C Military .
. 0 RelIgious

C Entertainment C Museum C Scientific

OWNEROF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME: .

B. B. Realty Company, do Ernest Blazar .

STREET AND NUMBER: -..

490 Angell Street
! ! . .

CITYon TOWN: . STATE:- . CODE

Providence ... . Rhode Island 02906 44

Q.

j

.a__-.
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Reco±’der of Deeds, City Hall

r. "
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I?

II

F.

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STREET AND NUMeE-Rr

25 Dorrance Street ..- -

DATE OF SURVEY’ 1 959

STATE CODE

Rhode, Island 02903 44

_______________________________

:: :.r:
TITLE OF SURVEY:

College Hill Demonntratibn Grant. ProjectP I.. D--1
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Providence.Redevelo’omeñt Agency
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STREEtAND NUMBER, . -

10 Dorrance Street . ,- . -

CITY OR TOWN: .! - / STATE: * ,. CODE

Providence . . - Rhode Island 02903 44
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_______

7 1 Check Ono - - - - -

- - I Excellent -C Good CFalr - jil Deteriorated C Ruins C Unexposed
CONDITION L Check Ono - - 0ne

-

- J Altered Unaltered -- Moved 1 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- The Russell house, built in 1772, is an almost square, five
Day wide, timber-framed house faced in rubbed -brick. The house

- races--east, and at present is set above a ground level of shops. - -
-

The appearanceof the original basement level is not known but
- it is possible that a double flight of steps led to the main en-

- --: trance set above. A chanGe in the level of the street may accouni
- -- -

- ror the unusual height of the basement level. It is of three
stories --- the third one of diminished height ---- and has a

- -
- upped roof capped by a small monitor. Such fenestrated moni-

- tors became a common characteristic of Providence houses by the
late eighteenth -and early nineteenth centuries, and this is one

--
- of the very earliest. A round-ended, three story projection has

- -

- changed the appearanceof the south side in the past century.
- There is little exterior adornment, but what there is is

visually meaningful. Projecting, horizontal brick courses divide -

the large cube into three units. An elaborate, central entrance Ill

-on the eastern front provides the decorative focus of the facade. It

opied from Plate 36 of Batty Langley’s Builders’ Compleat Assis-
- - - tant London, 1736, the wooden doorway is framed by a modillione -

- and dentilled segmental pediment resting on a Corinthian entabla- Z

ture en ressaut above engaged,fluted Corinthian columns. A rus- "

ticated area is in respond to the columns and entablature and -I -

forms a surround to the door. A fine, academic wooden cornice of
nodillions and dentils runs continuously around the house below -

- the eaves. Splayed brick lintels above the windows on the facade
are in contrast to the segmentally-arched windows on the other
elevations. -

- : :. - c. The interior plan is conventional 1for large’ houses of the -

period: two rooms placed to either side’of a long, central hall 0-

- - - iith two interior chimneys providingback-to-back fireplaces for
- each room. With storage areas and’<passagewaysadjoining the fire- ,

- places, they appearflush tothéwall. The main staircase rises --

- - in two runs at the back nd-of the hall, lighted by a pilastered,
-- -- .:: Paliadian window on.- the landing. - - --

The interiOl- has been greatly altered. Most of the wood-
tiork has been dispersed among museums inMinnèàpolis,Brooklyn,

-

- and Denver. The length of the first-floor hall was
- originally paneled from mop-board to chair-rail height with hand-

-

some raised and bevelled paneling, and decorated with an elaborat
-

- cornice of modillions and dentils. k semi-elliptical arch with
-- keystone, supported on engaged Corinthian columns, divided the

entrance hall from the main hall. The ramped rail and turned bal
-

- ustrades of the stairway curled around the newel on the first
- floor. I -,

- - Interior trim throughout was academic and derived from
- English builders’ handbooks of a decade or two earlier. The

principal rooms were fully paneled, cornices were elaborate, and
- othe internal openings were given pane]ed arches supported on

- pilasters. The fireplace mantels throughout were elaborate and
varied.

- - , ‘ - - Continued -
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7. Description continued

- The house suffered increasing neglect
it was converted into a hotel, and in 1920
ètripped and the structure was used for st
activities. Today it is used for shops, 1
but it has retained tha major-part of its
character. -/ -

-:
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and decay. In 1875
the interior was

orage and commercial
ofts, and apartments,
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SPECIFIC DATEISI Ii Applicable and Known 1772

- r:i 20th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .Ch.c& One or More as ApproprieId -

-
- Abor gino1

- - 0 Education 1 -
- Political - 0 Urban Plonning

- - C Prehistoric - 0 Engineering
-- 0 Rehgion/Ph1 - - C 0th., Specify

- ;:. .1 0 Historc -
- 0 Indtry - - - - losophy - - -

0 Agriculture U Invention
- 0 Science - - - -

- Architecturt 0. Landscape 0 Sculpture - --

-
- 0 Art Architectur.

- 0 Social/Human- -

0 Comn,erc. - 0 LIterature itarian

________________________

C Communications fl Military
- C Theater - - -

-

- 0 Conservation
- fl Music -- - E Transportat;on -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - -

Erected in 1772; the Russel-l house was one of the earliest,
large-scale brick houses built in Providence. Such expensive
and academically-inspired decorationwas far more common in
Newport than in Providence, and was not to be repeated in the
city until well after the Revolutionary War. Built by the
Russell brothers,who had prospered asretailers, the house was
located near the downtown commercial and shipping areasrather
than in the increasingly fashionable Benefit Street-College
Hill area.

The fine entrance and elaborate, original interior detail
fully reveal the then common practice of American builders to
copy from the English design books, suchas those of Batty -

Langley. Even in its altered and neglected state, the Russell
house retains its fine proportions, its careful, textured
brickwork, and its sparse, though striking, exterior.adornment.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR.COUNTY BOUNDARIES

ST A T E:

STATEI

-

- H
-- *-JiTMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - -- - - - - - - - - --- -- -

-

Cady, John Hutchins. The Civic and Architectural Development of
Providence, 1636-1950. Providence: The Bookshop, 1957, pp. 44-
46floorplan. -

Downing, Antoinette F. Early Homes of Rhode Island. Richmond
Na.: Garrett and Nassie,Inc., 1937, pp. 235-38, 244-45, 27,
280. - - - - -

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell. Rhode Island Architecture. - New York:

-

JlaGapo_PreBs, 8.
_GEOpPHICAL DATA

___________________________

- -

LATItUDE AND LONUIIUDE COORDINATIIS - l.ATtTUD AND LONGITUDg COORDINATES
- DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES -_ --

- - - -. -

_____ ________________ ________________ _______________________________________

- I.. ‘

_____________________ ____ ___________________

- *-

STAtE U-I OFFICER CER .l_lF!c4iIdN:I.:::tt:tt:t:::::::. :tH:t:t:I:t:NjT$owA1.:gEGlsTE R --VERIF I CAT IowV.<:i::._H.:P:
F

As the dsignated State Liaison Officer for the Na- - - -

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-f6S, thereby nominate this property-for inclusion National Register. -

In the National Register and certify that it has been I -
- -

evaluated according to the criteria and proceójresset -
- __:

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - P- - - -
- Preservation

level of stgntficance of this nomination is: - - - - -

National 0 State - Local - - -

Name . -

- Title - - - - -

- - Keeper of The National Register -

Date

_________

GPO Goi.OB7

:1

NAME AND TITLE:

Alice H.R. Hauck and Clifford M. Renhaw TIT.
ORGANIZATION - ---,--- -- -- - 8ATE -- --

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission April-Qp.1g71
STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 124.
CITY DR TOWN:

Providence

State -House-
STATE --

Rhnde Tclnrr fl2Qfll

CODE

-- 44

Chief, Office

Date

AnEST:

bate

- -- - vvcv - -

/

of Archeology and Historic

STATE: -- - - CODE

STATE - -- - -- -- CODE

COUNJY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

cOUN TY:

SurvevnrR-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhoda Inland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORP4PSUSE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph’
ENTRY NUM5ER DATE

Z
NAME . ... . .. .: . .. :.. *..

o COMMON: Rusefl JoserThand William House
- AND/OR HISORIC:

- LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:o 118 Nrrth Main Street
ITY OR TOWN:

Providence
$TATEi CQE COUNTYI CODERhode Island ProvIdence 007

z J’HOTO REFERENCE
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: Alice H. R. Hauck

DATE OF PHOTO: March 197].
LU IEGATIVE FILED A: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

State House, 90 Smith Streets Providence.R. I., 0290
IoEN’t1FIcAT1oN

DESCRIBE VIEW. DINECTION. ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-east.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
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PHOTO REFERENCE
HOTO CREDIT: Alice H.
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Main entrance.
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
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ITA iL

Rhode Inland
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NP$ USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Ji. NAME . . V ,... --

- COMMON: Russefl Joseph arid William House
AND/OR HISTORIC:

LLOcAIION -
... .

,* ...,

STREET AND NUM BER:

118 North Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island 114 Providence 007
4AP REFERENCE

SOURC Er

U. S. Geological Survey
CALE: 1: 21j.,000

DATE: l97
EREQUIR EMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundorl.. wh.r. required.
2. North arrow.

- 3. Latitude and longitude r.f.r.nc..


