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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIQINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEANANCE

Orace Church rises abruptly from its cramped dovntoam setting,
Originally built in 1845 and 1846 in the heart of the residential dis-
trict, the Gothic Revival church now stands so hemmed in by commercial
buildings that 1t is impossible to get a full view of it from any angle.
The second Episcopalian structure on its corner site, it wms desigried -
by Richard Upjohn and completed (except for the chapel to the south,
finished in 185L; and the spire, finished in 1860) in June of 1846.

The church is 1L7 feet long by 82 feet wide and is surrounded by
a narrow planting strip. Its rectangula:, outtressed mass of reddish
brown freestone faces north and is covered by a gable roof--originally
designed with skylights at clerestory level which have since been re-
moved due to maintenance problems. The tower and spire rise asymmetri-
cally and picturesquely from the northeast corner of the church and
taper rapidly, by means of corner chamraring, toa point 206 teat above
the stmet.‘ : ‘ , o

3358

Up;john's treatment of t.he ozterior of Grace Church is’ ext.remly
simple and uncluttered. The only ornamentation is the rather rough tex-
ture of the brownstone itself and a universally-applied hood molding,
with cartels, whose splaying curve grows from the wall around each aper-
ture. The double, panelled entrance door with its concentrically re- '
cessed moldings, the two short lancet windows to either side of it, amd
the three tall lancet windows clustered above it are defined in this
way. Hood moldings and corbels also set off the secondary door to tha
west of the main door, the door and lancet windows of the tower, and
the seven large aisle windows of lancet form on either side {east and
west) of the church. The original treatment of the south end of the -
church is impossible to ascertain, gince the chapel btullt abutting it in
1654 has been mugh rebuilt and enlarged over the yoars, mnplebely ob--
scuring any remnants of t.he original design. I

SNOILONALSNI

Enterinz the church through the main north door, one ﬁnds a
narthex separated from the body of the church by a black walmut organ
screen carved with three-cusped arches and trefoils.(this screen is’
not, however, part of Upjohn's original work). Within, the nave un-
folds along the three-aisle plan. It is seven bays long and is gepa-

rated from the east and west aisles by graceful lith-century-style arcades
supported on filletted stone plers of clustered colonnettes, the acluster- i .
ing echoed by the mimerous moldings in the arches. e, “ :,%’i{-,_,‘ :,g; :

The nave terminates in a raised square-ended chancel, ori.ginally
30 feet wide by 17 feet deep and flanked by two vestry rooms. In 1912 . -
the chancel was extended {to a depth of Li2 feet) and remodelled by the A
architectural firm of Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson. Upjohn's original v F
treatment of the chancel had bteen one of strong, simple llnes executed N
in black walnut--wholly consistent in texture. and austerity with the oy
body of the church. A set of three painted-glass lancet windows, the Nk

(See Contimuation Sheet )
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7. Description.

middle one larger than the others, rose behind a walnut communion table and
above a walmut chancel screen with carving similar to that of the organ
screen. 'The reading desk, pulpit, and chairs were also black walmut carved
with Early English details. '

In 1882 a new tripartite chancel window with stained glass was in-
stalled and still remains. In 1912, Cram, Geodhue & Ferpuson, employing
the rich color of high-maintenance Edwardian "Perpendicular" college |
chapels, completed the refurbishing of the chancel. They converted the
eastern vestry into an open memorial chapel and laid its floor and that of
the chancel with coleored tiles. Within the chancel they replaced the wal-
mit furniture, moldings and panelling with stained ocak. The chancel screen
was replaced hy an elaborate gilded triptych. The steps, altar, pulpit,
and parapet were redesigned in pink, violet and white marbles. The result
of the changes was a chancel harmonious within itself, but not particu-

The wooden roof-trussing of the nave rises from corhels into elabo-
rate five-cusped arches. Above the aisles the trussing takes the form of
simple lancet arches, The ceilings of the aisles, nave, and chancel were
originally plastered., The nave and chancel ceilings, due to leakage and
other problems, have seen a mumber of alterations. The skylights above
the nave were removed in 1970, and its ceiling is now covered by acoustic
‘felt. The chancel ceiling has been panelled. - The woodwork of the aisle
walls is simple recessed hlack walnut panelling, complementing the pews.
Hood moldings cap clerestory and aisle windows alike.

8. Significance.

norm for most church building in America into the 20th century. Grace
Church is singularly significant as the first churchk in which Upjohn uwsed
asymmetry in the overall plan.

The tuilding is as much a familiar landmark and a visual pleasure in
downtown Providence, where--among department stores--one unexpectedly comes
upon its mediacval silhouetie, as is this architect's famous Trinity Church
in New York. It has always remained an active parish (despite the Tact
that for years few of its communicants have lived near Grace Church) and
has kteen known for the outstanding personalities of a succession of rectors
and fqr_the continuing hiph quality of its chureh music.

GPO %01.082
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - -t

Grace Church is important because it marks a turning-point in the
ecclesiastical designs of Richard Upjchn and because it 1s a good,
typlcal example of a Gothlc Rev1va1 church.

_ Upjohn had de51gned a mumber of churches before 1845, including
his most famous and career-making Trinity Church in New York; but none
before Grace Church had departed from the classical Georgian symmetry
of rectangular mass with towers either centered axially or in paired
jp081t10ns. Upjohn, conceivably because of the corner site of the
church--but more vrobably because of the romantic influence of the
various 19th-century revivals and the picturesque aesthetic--placed the

. tower of Grace Church asymmetrically at the northeast corner of the
mass. =~ The "box" of the colonial meeting house or "preaching chureh"
remains; but the uncompromising corner tower with its slit windows
speaks the primitivism of mediaeval castles. Notably asymmetrical are
two churches by Unjohn in nearby Connecticut and immediately following

“his Grace Church design--one in Norwzch 18L6- 18h9, and one in New

‘London, 18L7-1850. ‘

. . et r ot
S e s . Pemtro S Fae

The plainness of the exterlor is typlcal of Up)ohn churches, as
is the overall construction of a rectangular mass with pitched roof and
clerestory.- The interior use of the three-aisle plan and Early English
Gothic detail - is also characteristic of the tulk of Upgohn's ecclesi-
astical de51gn. .

It is 1mportant to note that UDJOhn uses mediaeval details rather.
than actual mediaeval structural principles: that he borrows corbels,
clerestories and arcades, if vou will, but no flying ruttresses or
structural vaulting. Consequently'Grace Church is a picture, rather
than an architectural form, from the past. As such, it exemplifies the
structural "dishonesty" common tc all 19th- century revlvals, whlch first
Pupin and then Ruskin attacked. ﬁ . '

Completed in 1816, Grace Church,. Providence, is significant in its
typical embodiment of the Gothic Rev1val ecclesiastical style, which
after Upjohn's effective use of it became and remained the architectural

v

C s (See Continuation Sheet.)
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