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This house was built in the carly 1850's for Georpe #. Tradlcy, a
1aw partner of the owner of the adjeininp property, and was duslpned in
the Ttalian Villa style hy the young Rhode Isiand architect Thomas A
Tefft. It 1is located on a knoll on what were once the salubrious out-
akirts of the city, and its prounds oririnally coumpriscd twenty~six acres
(now forming part of the Providence College campus). There were surcly
outtuildings, gardens ete., which have for many years besn gonc. Fina
and larro old trees, however, still surround the house.

The former Bradley dwelling is a timber-franed, itwo-and-one-halfl-
storey stre ture set upon a low brownstone foundation and is faccd on '
major elevations with beiro granite in coursed ashlar; elsewhere it is
faced with stucco, once scored to imitate ashlar. Trim is of both brown-
stone and wood. Metal-sheathed roofs are both pabled and hipped. The
picturesque massing and silhouctte, the asymmeirical effect, inherent in
old Italian country buildings and later demanded by American mirs-XI/-
Century architectural style, are present here. The house is vicually
composed of two parallel rectangles, one (cast) of iwo storeys with 2
low attic under a gabled roof, the other (west) of two main storeys under
a_ hipped roof, with--however--a square itower rising three full storeys
at its front end. This latter (west) wing cxtends well to the norih at
‘the rear of the house, where it is conirived o contain thres condensed
or diminished storeys accommodating domestic of fices and servenis'
chambers. These two so-called wings are joined at the front (south)
part of the house by a narrow two-storey ¢connector with low-piiched roof,
slightly recessed in the front fagade. On the ground floor this link
contains an arcaded entrance loggia prefacing the main hall and stair-
case. The wings and their linking hall do not form a pure rectangle: an
ansular, two-storey bay projects at about the middle of the wesi ele-
vation, and there is an angular one-storey bhay window on the front of
the east wing, giving the light and ventilation, the variety of outline

desired.
Accents placed upon and around the exterior were (and remain) im-
portant in achieving the wanted picturesqueness and asymmetry. These

consist of the three-part open arcade of the main entrance loggiz and of
the repeated arch treatment (now ¢lassed-in) of the space above it; of
east and west porches--one with slender posts carrying segmental arches,
the other with square-piers betweenubich are arches--both with concave
roofs. Alsc, the west wing has a second-storey frontal balcony, carried
on strong brackets, with a fretted concave hocd. Gable and eavcs cor-
nices have bold paired brackets. A shallow porch, its roof carried on
simple posts, ran along the cast side of the service wing at the rear of
the house, this has been removed as has also the more architecturally
important porch along the east wing; only the arcaded south-west corner
porch remains--quite dilapidated. At one Lime a long dormitory addition
a3 exbtended at the rear end of the service wing; this has been removed,
leaving ugly scars at the point of amputation.

(See Continuation Sheet.)
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7. Description.

Whilo the hewre has intended varicty and complexity in its external
forms, the interier plan is actually aquite simple and traditional. onc
The east winp, the front portion of the west wing, topother with ub:lr
hall-connector, form almost a squaro: this contains a fronb-to-ric cle contre
hall at the rear of which the main stair rises in two right-anpled runs
to a landing and contimmes in a third, slightly curved run to the second
floor. Flanking the hall on the pround floor are, on thc east, a nair of -
dravinpg-rooms {their larre connccting door now walled-in); to the west and
at the front is a library, and bchind it the dining-room. The west wing
"stretches, as mentioned, to the north heyond the dining-room to house
service rooms. The plan of the first storey is nearly duplicated on the.
chamber floor above, where a small frontal staircase leads -to the tewer
room and where the arcea above the open entrance lopgia has been at some
time plassed-in to form a boudoir. At this floor-level, the morthern ex-
tension of the house contains mall bedrocms and service stairs, while
its third floor contains servants! quarters.

Trim within the house consists of simple, pronouncedly angular or
else bhulbous architrave, btaseboard and other mouldings, fine hardwoocd
floors (now in part covered by linolcum), panclled wooden or carved rarble
mantels (most now removed) and elarorate cast-plaster cornices in vine and
rove desipns (fortunately mostly surviving). Windows were provided with
panelled and louvred interior shuiters, most of which have been removed.

Feollowing occupancy as a residence for fifty or sixty vears, the
house was acquired--as was the neiphbouring, contemporary Balley villa--
for use by the religious, and for some time it housed a seminary of the
Dominican Fathers. During such use the mentloned extension was made at
the norih-west; this has since been taken off, restoring the house teo its
original size and shape if not completely to its original appearance.

The structure now contains offices and small avartments {or priests.

Some exterior trim--notably porches--has been removed, and some has de-
teriorated. Some interior trim, too, is gone. Nevertheless ite form and
fabric of the house remain intact, and its owner, Providence Collcpe,

rmuch hopes to undertake a step-by-step program of its restoration--or at
least of its repair--as it is desired to keep it as an ornament to the
campus and a bullding of use thereon, though not to make it a house-museum.
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STATEMENT CF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bradley villa and the adjacent Bailey villa, with their
tovers, their interesting roof-lines and silhouettes, their remzining
trecs and plantinpgs and their still-prassy front slones, are acdornments
of the Laton Street side of the Providence College campus and together
provide almost the only mature and picturesque landscape grouping of
that rather haphazardly built-up institutional property. Tre college

- now realises that those houses are, from several points of wview,
precious possessions.

In any case, the Bradley nouse has its own stecial sipnificance
in teing not only one of the threce or four large surviving houses in
Providence in the full, picturesque It~lian Vilia style, tul also one
of the relatively few important examples in the whole state. It is
furthermore one of the, regreitably, very few structures s4ill standing
in Rhode Island or elsewhere by the short-lived, exceedingly talented
local architect Thomas Alexander Teflft (1826-1859), who won world-wide
acclaim for his 18L8 design of the large Providence railrozd-statiom
complex, achieved when he was still only a collepe sopnomorc. The
greater part of his commissions, however, was for residences, and in
these he displayed--in an era of architectural confusion--inherent
qualities of subtle taste and of considerable ingenuity.

ITNSTRUCTI!IONS

SEE.

The Bradley house exhibits his parcticular liking for the screwhat
severe but seldom dull north-Italian architecture of the early Renais-
sance, with 1ts play of porportions, masses, recesses, towers, openings.
This style was also liked by the famous and somewhat older Richard
Upjonn, from whom Tefft may here have taken a cue (cf. Upjornts well-
publiched Edward King villa of 1845-18L7 in Newport), though he was not
a plapgiarist, as onc can see from many of his original plans, elevations
ard perspectives (including a perspective for the Bradlev house) pre-
scrved in three Providence collections. This heuse forms an important
part of the historical mosaic of American XIX-Century architecture: it
is fortunate that it still stands ard that an original Tefft drawing
remains to pguide its owner in presarving it. :
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Cady, John Hutchins: Tho Civic and Architectural Development of Provi-
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) (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) e el
z ‘L;NA-‘-'!E'.'.::"" 2 -
o common: Martin Hall
e ano/or misToric: Bradley (George M.) House
— 2. LOCATION G i
o STReET wca%%"ﬁ“Street (within Providence College campus )
> CITY OR TOWN:
o Providence
| STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
- Rhode Island LL Providence 007
— [B. PHOTO REFERENCE e e S
= PHOTO CREDIT: Cll*‘ford M. Renshanr IJ.I
DATE OF PHOTO: lQ?l
LL necaTive Fieo at:Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
L 90 Smith Street, Prov:.denr-e, t*‘:hore Iqland 02003
w18 IDENTIFICATION e e S
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Detail of second-floor windows, hood and balcony in tower at
south-west corner of building.







| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SEATE . . .
| NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Inland
E COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. i ENTRY NUMBER CATE

vy (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
Z [ NAME _ :
= common: Martin Hall
— AND/OR HISTORIC: iradley (r‘eorrff‘ M.) House
— [2. LOCATION : % |
U STREET AND NUMBER:

Laton Street (within Providence Collere campus )
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Providence
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
. Rhode Island 0O Providence oo7
= B. PHOTO REFERENCE .+ = = B e s : |
_ pHoto creoiT: CLifford M. ROHQha‘-I, .LIL

DATE oF pHoTO: 171 :
L ccamive riLeo aTRhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
w Q0 Smith Street, Providence, Rhod\, Is 1a.:. 02903
O [4‘ IE}ENTFFiCAT_!.ON S LS : oy o
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Exterior from south-east, showineg absence of original eastern
porch and not showing rear wing (which would extend at far right).
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ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

[1.) NAME" R e
common: Martin Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC: Bmdley (GCDI‘!"O M. ) Ho
[2. LocaTiON’ = e
ISTREET AND NUMBER
katon Street (within Providence College campus)
CITY OR TOWN:
Providence
STATE: copDE |COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island 4n Providence 007
PHOTO CREDIT: Cll ford M. chshaw, III
pATE oF PHOTO: 1971
pecaTive FiLeo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House,
90 Smith Street, Providence. Rhode Island, 02203
[4. IDENTIFICATION N
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Detail of main stairway.
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