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DESCRIOE THE PRESENT AND ORtGINAL II known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Providence City Hall was constructed in 1875-1878 from the
designs ofSamuel.F. J. Thayer, a Boston architect who won a competition
entered by twenty or more. It is a large free-standing rectangular -

building, nine bays wide and thirteen bays deep, of iron and brick con-
struction faced with granite, and it stands at the end of an open plaza
in the city’s dowr&town section. It is of three storeys above a hi,
full-storey, basement and has an additional storey and attic space con-
tamed,within a high, angular mansard roof rising above.a panelled eaves

* jiarapet. Like many other public buildings of the post-1850 period in
this country and abroad, it was designed in the manner of the Louvre and
Tuileries Palaces in Paris, which were being enlarged and further elabo
rated at this time France’s Second Empire. Official architecture
thus inspired was characterised by tall and wide façades, conspicuously
articulated, and by imposing interior spaces, liberally ornamented.

The main or entrance front faces east, and its chief feature is its
-. centre pavilion surmounted by a high square dome of convex mansard form.

The walls are constructed of smooth-faced ashlar above the high basement -

which is finished with horizontal rustication. The large, recessed,
round-arched main entrance portal of the central east pavilion is en-
framed by paired Tuscan columns on pedestals, carrying a flat entablature "

and forming an unpedimented aedicule. Leading up to this entrance from
sidewalk level or one might say flowing dawn to sidewalk level is a
perron whose curving sides, with panelled railings, widen with a flourish c
towards the bottom, where there are two "triumphal" columns on ornamental
pedestals, intended as torchres. Unemphasisedwindow openings flank the
main entrance at both basement and first-storey levels. Surmounting the
entrance is another aedicule with paired columns supporting a pediment -

which lets into the parapet banding the roof; this enframement contains
a two-storey round-headed window and is flanked by similar windows. :
Further above, beneath the bulging mansard dome, is a fourth or true t.6.

attic storey with paired round-headedwindows between pilasters the
centre pair was originally sheltered by a small pediniented portico.
Finally, above an entablature, comes the dome with ornamental copper-
work at its base and crest and with ornamental copper bull’s-eye doniiers.
Other features of this façade are the groupings in the end.pavilions of
tall, tripartite windows, serated by columns,on the second floor, with
bull’s eye windows above in the third floor; further above, three-part

* dormers a 1911 change from the original design in the mansard break
through the eaves parapet.

On all four sides the building is horizontally divided at basement,
first-floor, second-floor and e ayes levels by mou]dings, belt courses
and of course the main cornice. However, on its ‘sides and rear the -

building is much plainer ih1composition and is given elaboration only at
its corners, where the tall, tripartite window and column treatment used
on the east front is repeated. These elevations otherwise have simple,
regularly-spaced ranges of’plaimwindows at each flobr level and large,
but plain, arched entrance centered at See Continuation Sheet.

street level. -. . -. - -. :-:: .,..! -
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Samuel F. J. Thayer, architect of the Providence City Hall, was
a lifelong resident, of Boston and of course knew well Bryant and
Oilman’s Boston City Hall of 1866, which "set off a nation-wide pro-

* gramme of public building in the Second Empiremode." To-day, few of
these buildings remain: the old Boston.City Hall, that of Philadelphia,

o the St. Louis Post Office, the Executive Office Building and the first
Corcoran Gallery in Washington are the best knon among the few sur-

I- rivors. As they had been doing for some time, Americans were still
u’ turning to Europe for artistic inspiration, and they were turning there

for guidance in architectural taste during the years when Napoleon III
was re-using and inflating French XUII-Century styles. At its dedi-
cation the Providence City Hall was- lauded as an equal of the great
civic buildings of "the continent," and an engraving of the H6tel de
yUle in Paris was included in the souvenir pamphlet.

:z

From the first the Providence City-Hall was thought of as avery
important structure; much interest was expressed, even outside Provi-

W
* dence. Competitors included Charles B. Atwood, Ware and Van Brunt,

* w T. N. Clark, NcKim and Mead. * Both the Architectural Sketch Book and
the American Architect and Building News published articles on the
competition and on Thayerts winning design and his ideas for interior
decoration. The Providence City Hall took place among the important
buildings of its era;- it holds place as an important relic of them.

- Architecturally valuable in itself, the building is visually en-
hanced by its siting at one end of a long plaza, the only green and
planted ttrark in the city’s downtown-area. At the opposite end of
this plaza, to the east, is located the later, handsomeFederal Build-
ing which about matchestho City Hall in height and width of elevation;

- the spread-out coinolox of the railroad station closes the north side,
while the south side is walled by tall modern business buildings. The
area remains the core of governmental, commercial and financial acti
vity. Thus, in design-and inplacement the City Hall is an architec-
tural lar&cark of Providence ard a sort of anchor which keeps coherent
ly, in pleading visual order, a very important downtown space. This

* See Continuation Sheet.
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7.
Description

Entering from the east portal at first-floor level, one oasses through
a monumentalbarrel-vaulted hall and sees ahead the dramatic upward sweep

f of the great marble staircase.; which rises in one long run to a landing
where it divides into two shorter lateral runs terminating at the second
floor. Interior accommodationis laid out around -the stair court, which
rises sixty feet to a barrel-vaulted skylight. Corridors, or galleries,
twelve feet wide, extend entirely around this court on all floors; all of
the princinal rooms open off these galleries. On the first floor, the
mayorts suite is-at the north-east and the offices of other important off i-
cials at the south-east. On the secondfloor, the two-storey--high council
chamberoccupies a large central space at the front of the building.

- Much of the original interior decoration remains, including panelled
and incised wainscoting of light-coloured wood, etched glass lights in
many doors, polished granite columns, cast-iron stair halusters carrying
a brass hand-rail. The walls of the mayor’s office are of plaster relief
in an intricate vine pattern somewhat,resembling a pressed-leatherdesign,
and the plaster ceiling there has a more open floral pattern, also’ in
relief.

The council chamber is decorated with the same light-coloured wood
wainscoting as elsewhere, and paired pilasters with gold stencilling at
top and bottom- are spacedalong the walls. Above the main entrance a
spectators’ balcony is supported on two pairs of Ionic columns. The ceil
ing is decorated with concentric rings of rold stencilling. Trim is
simpler in the numerous offices, meeting-rooms etc. occupying the remainder
of the building. -

8. Significance.

remarkably well-built and well-preserved building is a fine and vigorous
monument to the XIX-Century flourishing of its city and to the dominant
architectural style of its era, both in. this country and elsewhere. By
itself it is worthy of preservation, and the disappearanceof so many com
panions of its era secondsthe motion for preservation.

P 0 * VO .082



I
-

- _: -

______________

-. American Architect and Puilding Newt;: Vol. 1, p. 99; Vol. 2, p. 376;
Vol. 3, p. UO, Vol 1:, p. 113. * 1576-1878.

Architectural Sketch Book Boston, 18Th, Vol. 1, p1. 23, 21.
* The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi-Cady, John flutchins:

dence, 1636-1950
150, 21E3.

Providence, Rhode Island,- 1957, pp. 137, lb9,

The City: 1809-1908. An Architectural Tour in’Providence, Rhode Island
Providence,Jthodo Island, l9?l’ pp. 5-7.

- LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Dc grecs Minutes Seconds Degrees Minoles Seconds
o - - 0 -

0

0

0

R
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

- LATITUOE * LONGITUDE

o grees Mnules Second.
Itlo i9’ 27-.}

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre

Degrees * Mm tes Seconds
71 o 2I.. l9 4

*IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE COUNtY - - -‘ CODE

*
* CODE COUNTY: - * - - - - : * CODE

- *
* CODE COUNTY; -- * - - * CODE

CODE COUNTY; * * - CODE

-‘‘‘‘" - iY-’ :,-::- : ,: ‘‘ :‘‘, -‘‘‘,‘‘:

STATE;

STATE

‘

Richard B. Harrington,_Consultants
- ‘

Historical Preservation
,

Commission ‘ .. * July b, 1971’
* ‘ ‘ ‘

Smith Street
- - -‘ - STATE - - - * * CODE

* - Rhode Island, 02903
CERTIFICAl "H’ :,‘-,: NATIONAL REGISTER vERIpIcATloN::

Liaison Officer for the Na
-

Act of 196 PubI ac Lnw I hereby certify that this property is included in the
‘

this property for indsision National Register. -*

CI-its:ria and procollll res set

Ss:rv ICC. The recUntlile ntled
--

neminatton is:

- - - -

- - * - - -

dud, Office o Archeology arid listorsC Preservation
* -

D Local ‘-0 * *- - - -

Date ‘ - - -

ATTEST: * * * -

Keeper of The National Rogister

- * Date

STATE;

STATE;

in the ‘Notional Re:ister and certify that it has been

N a mc

Title

Dote

C OR NCR

NW

tIE

SE

SW

* Ici’ -

.ttl
-1

2

‘I,

In

rn

Z,t

ti_s

---

C

-1’

0

-z
li_I

GP 0 5 0 I .057



* Fo,rn 10-300

July 1969
UNITEOSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE tilt E-RIOR

* NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
*INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM -

Type all entries - complete applicable sections

S TAlC. -

Rhode Island
C 0 UN T Y’

Providence

USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

S-n

0

I--

U

I-
i-n

UJ

114

tin

I. NAME * * - * ‘ * - - ‘L - * * ‘- * * - - : ‘ -

COMMON; ‘ -

Providence City Hall * - ‘ * - -

- AND/OR HISTORIC; - ‘ - ‘ - --

* - ‘ --. *

STREET ANC NUMBER; - -

* Dorrance and WashingtonStreets * -

CITY OR TOWN; * - ‘ ‘ - ‘

* - -Providence - - -

STATE
- CODC COUNTY: ‘ CODE

-- Rhode Island, 02903 - 1414 Providence ‘ 007
[ICLASSIFICATI0N * *

* -: -: *- H- ":TH :, ‘‘ :‘.- ‘ -

CATEGORY -

feheck One
- OWNERSHIP - *

-
- STATUS

- ACCESSIBLE -

TO THE PUBLIC

0 Districl [3 Building

* El Site 0 Structurs

C Object -
- -

I Public -- Public AcqUisition:

Privot. - U In Process -
*

0 Both * - * IJ Bein9 Considered

*

Occupied

U Unoccupied

o Preservation worti

in progress

Yes;
Restricted

U Un’.sIrict.d

0 No- -

PRESENT USE Check One or Alert.. S ApproprIate -____________________________

O Agriculiurol Government * * 0 Po1k El TronspDrtoIion C orarnenle

0 C ornmerc al Industrial
* U Private Residence U Other Specity

O Educolionol 0 Mitilory U Religious . -

0 Entertoinn,cnt C Museum - U Scientilic

FIOWNER OF PROPERTY ‘ * - ‘ *
- :‘ -- ‘,,, * ,,: ,, * *

OWNEWS N AME: -

City of Providence ‘ * -

STREE TANO NUM tIER; -

- City Hall, Vlashington and Dorrance Streets

CITY OR TOWN: - * - STATE; - I CODE

Providence ,
‘ I

- Rhode Island, 02903 Ij1F
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION * v * - ‘-. ‘HH’ : , ‘,‘*‘,‘. , . -

jCOUR1HOU5E NEGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: * - ‘ -

City Hall ‘ - -

STREE T AND NUMBER; - -

Dorrance and Washington Streets . -

CITY OR TOY-N: STATE CODE

Providence Rhode Island, 02903 1414 -

I±!ITATI0±XIST1NG SURVEYS , -- - ‘-: -

n

z

TITLE OF SURVEY: -

Historic American Bui1dins Survey
DTE or SUNVEY; -1962 -

IoIPDSITOOY OH SURVEY NECORDS;

Library of Congress
iTNLCT AtO HUMoUR;

X Federal

CIT OH I OnE:

Washin rt on

State : : county

Independence Avenue and 1st Street,

0 LDcol

S. E.

In
z
-4

-C

S
c
S
S
Pt

STATE: CODE

District of Columbia__J

-TI
0

z
-U

C

rn
0
2
r
-C



American Architect and Puilding ?1ew Vol. 1, p. 99; Vol. 2, p. 376;
3, p. 110, Vol Ii, p. t3. - 1976-1878.

tural Sketch Book Boston, 18Th, Vole 1, pt. 23, 214.

The Civic and Architectural Development ofCady, John 1tutchins: Pro-v-i-
dunce,- 1636-1950 U3rovidence, Rhode island, 195’,’, pp. 131, 1149,
T7i.

Th City: 1809-1908. An Architectural Tour in Providence, Rhode Island
Providence,Tthode Island, 1971 pp. 5-7.

__--

-
-- - -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATE,

DEFINING A REcTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNERj LATITUOC

Degree ¶ Minutes Seconds I
NW I ° ‘

C

NE ‘ - I
SE I - I

I ° I

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minules Second,
o

0

0

U

APPROXIMATE ACNEAGE OF NDMINATED

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRO

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES -R
- LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Oeg,ees Mnutes
141 o 1j9.

Seconds

27-I

PROPERTY; Less than One acre -

Degrees - MIn te.

71 o 21s.

PERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE-DR COUNTY OOUNDARIE5

STATE; ---- COUNtY -

STATE; - - - CODE COUNTY: : - - -

STATE: - - CODE COUNTY; - - - -

STATE: CODE

[]J. FORM PREPARED BY- -- - -

N AME AND TITLE:

Alice H. H. Hauck, Richard B. Harri
ORAr4I ZA TION -

Rhode Island Historical Preseryation

COUNTY:

ngton, Consultants

Commission

DATE

July II,

Seconds
1t9 -W

1971
STREET AND NUMBER: - - -

State House; -90 Smith Street - -

CITY OR TOWN;

Provideii cc

112.LAT! LIMStJN tJFFJCER CERTIFICAl ION

As-the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional ItisloriC Preserv&tt ion ACt of 19sG Public Jnw

89-ñIsS, I hereby nutninole this property for inclusion

in the Notional RegIster and certify that it has been

evls,;Iu-tt aceorsl itij to tI;e criteria and procedures set
forth by the NatioI;o I 1’;srk SerVice. use reconintencled

k-vel Of significance of this nomination is: --

Naliunal - State 0 Local 0

N a Inc

Title

IDa to

STATE - -- - - - -

Rhode Island, 02903
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

CODE

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nalio;sa I Register, - - - -

Chief, Office of Arcl;colugy rINd flisforic Preservation

Date -

KI’TESr:

Late

Krse;’cr of I/Ic Vistionat f?egister

I’,

m
In

vs

-1

C

n
-1

C

vs

* Vol.
Architec

GP 0 9 0 I .0*7



y



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

ÂME’’ ..

o COMMON: ProvidenceCity Hall
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- LOCAT1ON
ITREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and Washington Streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: CODE COUNTY: I CODE

Rhode Island 1L Providence I00’
<..i. - *_._ ..d. ..- . - .;.: .

- PHOTOCREDIT:B. Christopher gene
DATE OF PHOTO: October, 1971

W 4EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
w State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903

. ..

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

View from east, showing main front



-



STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

- -- . - .

COMMON: Providence City Hail
AND/OR HISTORIC:

-zr. .-:< .C*:r. - .-.-.-r-:V-_ ÷rc>t.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and WashingtonStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Providence Jul

‘HOTO CREDIT: Alice H. iL 1-Lauck
DATE ol971
EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House

90 Smith Street1 Providence, Rhode Islamzl, 02903
- ....-.-.-.. -..... -fl-. .-... . .... ‘f-it -‘‘-"--"njDESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

z
0

1-
U

I
‘p.

LU

LU

‘p.

.OCAT ION

Main staircase, looking up from first floor.



- 4"



- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUN

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Type

all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

0 LCOMMON: Providence City Hail
- 1AN0’0R HISTORIC:

1- L_LOCArloN
U STREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and WashingtonStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: I co E COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island r Providence 007
z HOTOReFERUCE ..

- PHOTO CREDIT: Alice H. R. Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO: 1971

LU IEGATIVEFILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission, State House
LU 99 Smith Street Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
p. "-

-+

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Council Chamber, looking north-west.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUPNrTc;vidence

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NAME:.-. - . ‘-.‘- .i
- .: - *

. . - -..

0 COMMON: Providence City Hall
- AND/OR HISTORIC: -

ITREET AND NUMBER:
U Dorrance and WashingtonStreets

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island Providence 007

- PHOTO CREDIT: Alice H. R. Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO; 1971

LU 4EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission, state House,
w 90 Smith Street Providence, Rhode Island, 02903

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Partial view of east front, showing main entrance, perron, la3np
standard.



4633

,

GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES

Latitude: LL10 149? 27" N
Longitude: 710 214’ 149" W

-- 511,

‘4-.

0

000

50’

0
00
O’S

1-0

1Q

441

.5:,



-.4 .,_I._

0

I-

U

I

Form 10-301
July 1969

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

. NAME , ... .. ‘-i’’, -.. -. --,..‘ z .. -. ,. , . .., -.. -

LCOMMON: Providence City Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC;

jLOCATfON
STREET AND NUM BER:

Dorrance Street at Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE: ODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island CIj Providence 007
MAP REFERENCE

SOIJRC E:
U. S. Geological Survey

SCALE: 1: 2J,flC
DATE: 197

LU

LUf

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

EQUIREMENTS


