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[1. nAME e L
' C OMMAON:

Providence City Hall . S :

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[z, LOCATION

STREET AN NULJ;BER
Dorrance and Washlngton Streets

,. ' CITY DR TOWRN:
Providence
STATE CADE COUNTY: CODE
q
___FRhode Island, 02903 Ly Providence_ Q0L

ACCESSIBLE

CATEGORY STAT )
) b (Check One) OWNERSHIP ) TATUS TO THE PUBLIC
i .
i [0 District [g Building [:K Public Public Acquisition: [Z Occupisd Yes:
k O D Site O Structure O Privu‘i. [ In Process ] [ Unoccupied ’ Re"“cfed
; T * [ Object [J Beth .4 Boing C°n’id°'96 (] Presarvation work [J Unreatrictad
f b= ' in pragress | L] Ne
| Qo PRESENT USE (Check One or More a5 Appropr‘inlu)
ik = Agricultuwal X Government . O Park Transportation {7} Comments
: ] P
"1 o O Commercial [ Industriol " [ Privote Residence {0 Other (Spocity)
E - - [ Educetional O Military [ Religious ’ . :
it v |3 Entertoinment [J Museum " [0 Scientific
— 4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
! - CWNER'S N AME: -
, City of Providcnce A
; 88 STREET AND NUME ER: mn
W . City Hall, Washlngton and Dorrance Streets
v eiTy or Town: . ] T STATE: copE
Pr0v1dence : S ) Rhode Island 02903 LL
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION -
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City Hall e
z
STREET AND NUMBER: - :
Dorrance and hauhlngton Streets )
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Providence Rhode Island, 02903 LL
5. REPRESENTATION IN EXtST!'\JG SURVEYS :
TETLE OF SURVIiY; L. ;1
Historic American Buildings Survey : | -
DuTE OF SURVEY: 1962 [x Federal 21 Stote " {7 County [ Local ; g
‘:DL:'POSITORY FOR SURVYEY RECORDS: ‘;: z
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Library of Congress i
CTHEET AMD HUOMBER: . ? :‘:‘
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..[7. DESCRIPTION ‘ _ R i

(Check One)
% Excellem {1 Good O Foir [T) Deterioroted {3 Ruins {3 Unexposed

CONDITI
ON {Check One) ({Check Ones)

KJ Altered O Uncltered ] Moved m Driginal Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Providence Ciiy Hall was constructed in 1875-1878 from the
designs of Samuel . F. J. Thayer, a Boston architect who won a competition
entered by twenty or more., It is a large free-standing rectangular
building, nine bays wide and thirteen bays deep, of iron and brick con-
struction faced with granite, and it stands at the end of an open plaza
in the city's downtown section. It is of three storeys above a high,
full-storey, basement and has an additional storey and attic space con-

.. tained. within a high, angular mansard roof rising above a panelled eaves
parapet. Like many other public buildings of the post-1850 period in
this country and abroad, it was designed in the manner of the Louvre and
Tuileries Palaces'in Paris, which were being enlarged and further elabo-
rated at this time (France's Second Empire). O0fficial architecture
thus inspired was characterised by tall and wide fa;ades, conspicuously
articulated, and by imposing interior spaces, liberally ornamented.

-centre pavilion surmounted by a high square dome of convex mansard form.

" The walls are constructed of smooth-faced ashlar above the high basement
which is finished with horizontal rustication. The large, recessed,
round-arched main entrance portal of the ceniral east pavilion is en-
framed by paired Tuscan columns on pedestals, carrying a flat entablature
and forming an unpedimented aedicule. Leading up to this entrance from
sidewalk level (or one might say flowing down to sidewalk level) is a
perron whose curving sides, with panelled railings, widen with a flourish
towards the bottom, where there are two "triumphal" columns on ornamental

main entrance at both tasement and first-storey levels. Surmounting the
entrance is another aedicule with paired columns supporting a pediment
which lets into the parapet banding the roof; this enframement contains
a two-storey round-headed window and is flanked by similar windows.
Further above, beneath the bulging mansard dome, is a fourth or true
attic storey with paired round-headed windows between pilasters (the
centre pair was originally sheltered by a small pedimented portico).
Finally, above an entablature, comes the dome with ornamental copper-
work at its base and crest and with ornamental copper bull's-eye dormers.
Other features of this fagade are the groupings in the end.pavilions of
tall, tripartite windows, separated by columns, on the second floor, with
bull's eye windows above in the third floor; further above, three-part
dormers (a 191h change from the original de51gn) in the mansard break
through. the eaves parapet. :

On all four sides the bullding is horizontally divided at basement,
first-floor, second-floor and e aves levels by mouldings, belt courses
and of course the main cornice. However, on iis sides and rear the
building is much plainer in.,composition and is' given elaboration only at

on the east front is repeated. These elevations otherwlse have simple,
regularly-spaced ranges of plain-windows at each floor level and large,

but plain, ,arched -entranceg centered at (See Continuation Sheet.)

street level, - ..°° - ] ) _ :‘-‘. et

S s T T

The main or entrance front faces east,fand its chief feature is its

pedestals, intended as torchéres. Unemphasised window openings flank the

its corners, where the tall, tripartite window and column treatment used
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{& SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or Mora ay A,Ipr;l;lrf‘rlrc) . .
] Pre-Columbign! {7 1461k Conmtury (3 181k Century | . [J 20th Century
(] 15th Cantyry (] 171k Century ) K‘] i l9r11‘ Contury o ;

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known} 18_'@_1878

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCGE (Chack Onc or More as Appropriate)

Political |

Aber iginal {J Education O o [:]_Urbon_ P.lai:'\‘ninlg
{1 Prehistoric [7] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. (] Other (Specity)
{3 Hisvorie O Industey .o ‘ . losophy et

O Agricultura [ Invention [ Science .

[X Architecrure {7] Landscope 2] Sculpture

O Art Architecture {3 Seciel/Human-

[ Commerce O Literature itorian

[) Communications " [ Military [ Theater

[]. Conservation O Music [J Tronsportotian

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Samuel F. J. Thayer, architect of the Providence City Hall, was
a lifelong resident. of Boston and of course knew well Bryant and
Gilman's Boston City Hall of 1866, which "set off a nation-wide pro-
eramme of public bBuilding in the Second Empire mode." To-day, few of
these buildings remain: the old Boston City Hall, that of Philadelphia,
the St. Louis Post Office, the Executive Office Building and the first
Corcoran Gallery in Washington are the best known among the few sur-
vivors. As they had been doing for some time, Americans were still
turning to Europe for artistic inspiration, and they were turning there
for guidance in architectural taste during the years when Napoleon III
was re-using and inflating French XVII-Century styles. At its dedi-
cation the Providence City Hall was- lauded as an equal of the great
civic buildings of “the continent,” and an engraving of the Hétel de
Ville in Paris was included in the souvenir pamphlet. . . ‘

From the first the Providence City Hall was thought of as a vory
important structure; much interest was ¢xpressed, . even outside Provi-
dence. Competitors included Charles B. Atwood, Ware and Van Brunt,

T. M. Clark, McKim and Mead. “Both the Architectural Sketch Book and
the American Architect and Building News published articies on the
competition and on Thayer's winning design and his ideas for interior
decoration. The Providence City Hall took place among the important
buildings of its eraj it holds place as an important relic of them,

Architecturally valuable in itself, the building is visually en-
hanced by its siting at one end of a long plaza, the only green and
planted "rpark" in 'the city's downtown-area. At the opposite end of
this plaza, to the east, is located the later, handsome Federal Build-
ing (which about matches the City Hall 4in height and width of elevation);
the spread-out comnlex of the railroad station closes the north side,
while the south side is walled by tall modern business buildings. The
area remains the core of governmental, comrercial and financial acti-
vity. Thus, in design-and in placement the City Hall is an architec-
tural landmark of Providence and a sort of anchor which keeps coherent-
ly, in pleasing visual order, a very important downtewn space. This

'(See Continuation Sheet.)
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7. Description

i

Entering from the east portal at first-floor level, one vasses through
a monumental harrel-vaulted hall and sees ahbead the dramatic upward sweep
of the great marble staircase; which rises in one long run to a landing
where it divides into two shorter lateral runs terminating at the second
floor. Interior accommodation is lald out around the stair court, which
rises sixty feet to a barrel-vaulted skylight. Corridors, or galleries,
twelve feet wide, extend entirely around this court on all floors; all of
the princinal rooms open off these galleries. On the first floor, the
mayor's suite is'at the north-east and the offices of other important offi-
cials at the south-east. On the second floor, the two-storey-high council
chamber occupies a large central space at the front of the building.

Much of the original interior decoration remains, including panelled
and incised wainscoting of light-coloured wood, etched glass lights in
many doors, polished granite columns, cast-iron stair btalusters carrying
a-brass hand-rail. The walls of the mayor's office are of plaster relief
in an intricate vine pattern somewhat resembling a pressed-leather design,
and the plaster celling there has a more open floral pattern, also in
reliefl, ‘ :

The council chambter is decorated with the same light-coloured wood -
wainscoting as elsewhere, and paired pilasters with gold stencilling at
top and bottom  are spaced along the walls. Above the main entrance a
spectators! balcony is supported on two pairs of Ionic columns. The ceil-
ing is decorated with concentric rings of rold stencilling. Trim is
simpler in the numerous offices, meceting-rooms ectc, occupying the remainder
of the building. ‘ : :

8. Significance.

remarkably well-bullt and well-preserved bullding is a fine and vigorous
morument to the XIX-Century flourishing of its city and to the dominant
-architectural siyle of its era, both in. this country and elsewhere. By
itself it is worthy of preservation, and the "disappearance of so many com-
panlons of its era seconds the motion for preservation. '

GPO S01.682
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Vol. 3, p. 110, Vol L, p. 3. 1876-1878.

Architectural Skebtch Book (Boston, 187h), Vol. 1, pl. 23, 2k.

Cady, John Hutchins: The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi-
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150, 218. ‘ ‘

The Czt;: 1809-1908. An Architectural Tour in Providence, Rhode Island
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. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COQRDINAYES ,
CEFINING A HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY . o i
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission | duly L, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER!: . . o :
State House, 90 Smith Strect
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Providence o Rhode Island, 02903 Ll
[]z STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION - " NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION: i e

-

SNOILODNY LS NI

" As—he desipnated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Uisloric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

(89-/6:5). 1 hereby nominate this praperty for inclusion National Register.

in the National Repister and certify that it has been .
e
evainated sccording 1o the criteria and procedures sel -
forth by the National PPark Scrvice. The recommended ’ : S g - - y
. , R . . Chiel, Office of Archicology and I{istoric Preservation
" level of significance of this nomination is: o \

National K Ste (O Local [3

Date -
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DATE
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Providence City Hall

AND/OR HISTORICH
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Dorrance and Washlngton Streets

CITY OR TOWN!

Providences

STATE cooe

COUN?Y

Rhode Island, 02903
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B

CLASSIFICATION

b

CATEGORY
{Check One)
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(X Public
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[C] District é Building
D Site 0 Structure
] Object
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[j Occupiod
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City Hall
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Rhode Island, 02903

CODE
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[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTNG SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:
fistoric American Buildings Survey

DATE OF SURKVEY:

1962 ' [X Federol

[7] State

" [J County

[] Local
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| Library of Congress
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Washington

STATE:

District of Columbia
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HIBWNN AMLNG

JlvQ

ATNO 350 SdN ¥O4




/|5 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAFHICAL REFERENCES

Vol. 3, p. 10, Vol L, p. 3.

American Architect and Puilding lews: Vol. 1, p. 99; Vol. 2, p. 376;
' 1576-1878.

Architectural Sketch Book (Boston, 187h), Vol. 1, pl. 23, 2k.

Cady, John Hutchins:

The Civie and Architectural Developrent of Provi-

dence, 1636-1950
150, 218.
The City: 1809-1908.

(Providonce, Rhode Island, 1957), pp. 131, 1L9,

An Architectural Tour in Providence, Nhode Island

{Providence, Rhode Lsland, 1971); pp. 5-1.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

s aed

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CCNTER POINT OF A PROPEATY
R OF LES3 THAN TFN ACRES )
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LOHGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds [ Degrees Minules Seconds Degrees Minutes Second:s Drgrees  Minytas Seconds
- o . . . . Blo 19, 27-NTIL o 2h. L9 M
. . . 1
NE o . - a . ‘ - r . -
SE ° . - .o N C .
ﬁw =] . - =] 1] -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE'ORlCOUNTY COUNDARIES

ST'A‘J‘E: COoDE COUNTY | . CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: : CODE
STATE: CODE | cOUNTY: CODE
STATE: coce | counTY: CODE

FORM PREPARED BY " -

HAMFE AND TITLE:
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  [“pniv.
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON: ?ro;ridence City Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION =
TREET AND NUMBER:
Dorrance and Washington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Island I Providence

CODE

[8[0)

B. PHOTO REFERENGCE

PHOTO CREDIT: B. C'n.i'.is'topher Bene

DATE OF PHOTO: OCtO‘OGI‘, 19?1

NEcaTive FiLeo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State House, 90 Smith S__pre_e__tl. , Providence, Rhode Island

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from east, showing main front.

02903







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES T
Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

|l°} NAME™

e

common: Providence City Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LocATioN

ISTREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and Washington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island

Providence Uo7

Bt

PHOTO CR.E.I:;H.T: Alice H. R. Hauck

DATE OF PHOTO: 19?1

NecaTive Fieo at: Rhode lsland Historical Preservation Commission, State House

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Main staircase, looking up from first floor.

90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES A —

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

(XNAMETT
common: Providence City Hall

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AND/OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION ™ —
STREET AND NUMBER:

Dorrance and Washington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

Rhode Island 0

STATE: COpPE COUNTY:

Providence

CODE

00

[3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHoto crepiT: Alice H., R. Hauck

DATE oF pHoTO: 1971

i s

EW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Council Chamber, looking north-west.

pecaTive FiLeo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, State House
90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) RO HiMeEs DATE

common: Providence City Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC

. LOCATION

|sTREET AND NUMBER

Dorrance and Washington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:
Providence

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: c

Rhode Island LL Providence

Ja]
gs

[B. PHOTO REFERENC

FrHoTo creorT: Alice H, R. Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO: 19?1
NEcaTive FiLep aT: Rhode lsland Historical Preservation Commission, State House, |

90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903

SRR

chemsdiibd
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

Partial view of east front, showing main entrance, perron, lamp
standard.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island '
N Gl OF HISTORIC PLACES FRURTY : |
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HIS c A Providence
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
P (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) Ll ool
Z [l NAME
o common: Providence City Hall
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
j— [2-. LOCATION
STREET AND NUM BER:
&) Dorrance Street at Washington Street
: CITY OR TOWN: .
o Providence
'- STATE: C\OPE COUNTY: CODE
- Rhode Island jn Providence 007
= [3. MAP REFERENCE o S T SRR T
SOURCE:
— U. S. Geological Survey
w poackE: 1: 2). 000
w : DATE: ']QI;? .
- [4.. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




