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Dec 1968 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Type all entries - complete applicable sections

Rhode Islaril
CCII 4 7 V

Providence
FOR NP!, IJSE ONLY1

ENTRY NUMOER OAT C

*- ::.: - -_f.

COHRON:sixth District Court House

AND/OR
HoSTORIC: House or Old State House

LOCATION
SrREET

¶dc1brit Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

-

STArE
CODE COUNTY: coor-Rhode Island I 4 Providence [ oo

IICLASSIFICATION .: .,: H- -.:-* . -. -

CATEGORY
Check One

OWNERSHIP
-

STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District El Building Xi
Site El Structure D

Oject o

Public Xl Public Acquisition:

Private C In Process C
Boll. - C Being Considered 0

-

Occupied Xi Yes:

Unoccupied fl Restricted

Preservation work - Unrestricted :.

In progress LJ!No:

PRESENT USE check One or More as Appropriate

Agricultural C Government Park C Transportation El Comments

Commercial 0 Industrial - 0 Private Residence C Other Specify C -.

Educational C Military fl Religious

Entertainment C Museum 0 Scientific

LOWNER or PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street
cITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Providence Rhode Island
I c:..

- :*
I LOCATION OF LIGAL DESCRIPTION
- COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: /-

City Hall . -
-

STREET AND NUMBER: -

Dorrance and WashingtonStreets
Cl V 014 TIWtI:

Providence
STATE

Rhode Is land
APPROXIMA rt: ACIEAGF OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than 1- acre

6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS -- . -n:

.

:1

TIrLE OF SURVEY:

College Hill DemonstrationGrant Study
!

O TE OF SURVEY: l99 - Federal fl State 0 County C Local -_______

-

1<

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Proy-it5ence City Plan Commission:
STREET AHO NUMBER:

10, Dorrance Street
.

CITY OR TOWN: -

Providence
STATE: .j Rhode Island

CODE

i44--_ - -

1;i

*0

Lu...



7, d [DrScu’sioN. I

______- ________

Chock One
_CONDITI0N

Eceiient [ Good C Fair C Deteriorated fl ‘Ruin. C Unerpo.edfl

Chock One I Chock One
IN1 EGRI Y

j Altered IXI Unaltered C [_MoVoJ fl OrIgnoI Site
I,,:sc:nhIu: itIl: I’RCSCNT ANO ORIGINAL I! known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building was constructed in 1760-1762 and is of brick above
a stone basement, withquoins and rusticated window trim of brown sand
stone, a wide brick belt and ditiona1 embellishmentsof wood. When
first built it was a rectangle of about forty by seventy feet, contain-
ing two storeys as it still does above a basement inserted in a
steeply-sloping site betweenBenefit Street on the east above and
North Main Street on the west below. Its roof was and remains of
decked, hipped form--interrupted originally on one, if not both, ele
vations by a central pediment at the eaves containing a circular attic
window. ‘ lihis in turn surmounteda large, wide, pedinented window
treatment directly over the entrances. The hioped roof was topped
by a balustraded deck,supporting a cupola or clock-belfry. This is
the best description that can be made from an old print of the building
as seen from the west a part of Wallingts 1851 Map of Providence.

rn
Interior accommodationsprovided for the offices of colonial

government at that time shared betweenProvidence and Newport and for
the rwvernment’s library. On the interior, only one room--the north- -

east one On the 1760-1762building’s second floor--fully retains its
original appearance,although throughout additions, alterations and re-
novations an over-all XVIII-Century manner and type of trim has been
maintained.

In 1850-1851 the building was enlarged and altered by Thomas A. C

Tefft, but in a very sympaatheticway. He extended forward a new brick n
entrance pavilion on the west front, with a long stair rising th a main
door of Italianate aedicular form but not out of harmony with the older -

architecture. Surmounting this pavilion or projecting bay, he placed
what looks like an adaptation of the old wooden clock tower and cupola
originally in the centre of the main hlockts roof.

At a still later time in the XIX Century further enlargementwas
required, and an addition to the east 2ront was madeby Alfred Stone.
He brought forth from the old east wall--directly onto the Benefit
Street pavement--ablock containing entrance,foyer and flanking rooms,
two bays in depth and matching the original buildir in height. In his
use of brick, of sandstonerustication etc., he was as careful and under
standing as Tefft. The rheult is that few people to-day,. un1es so in
structed, are aware that this building has undergonechange since 1762.

This structure has been a property 9f the colony and state since
its inception; it has always been in useAnd continues to be well main
tained.
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16. SiGNIFICANCE

I: RI 00 Chrrk One or Morn as Approprinte

- Pre-Colun,bian - C 16th Century C 18th Century XT 20th Century C
- 15th Century C 17th Century C 19th Century

SPECI Fl C DA TEtSt If Applicable end Known 1760-1762. l80-l8l rf_
AREAS OF SIGNtFICANCE Check One or More as Appropriate

Abe,, iginal Education C Political Urban Planning C
PrehistorIc’ 0 EngineerIng C Religion/Phi. Other Specify LI
Hi storic 0 Industry ] losophy C

________________________

- Agriculture Invention Science C

________________________

Art 0 tste Sculpture 0

________________________

Commerce 0 Archltectur. [ Social/Human

CommunIcation. C Literature C itorion
Conservation C Military C Theater C -

Music C Transportation 0

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNI Ft C ANC £ Include J’ereonagea, Dates, Events, Etc.

To most visitors or sightseers the attraction of this building will I
- lie in its historic place as a one-time capitol of the state of Rhode

- Island, an honour shared until 1900 with the other Colony House in New
nort. It housed the legislature which by a great majority proclaimed

- Rhode Island as the first free and independentrepublic in America on
0’ May 14, 1776--two months before ratification of the Declaration of Inde-
-.. pendencein Philadelphia. The building now servesthe state daily,
I- though for judicial purposes only.
U.

- Others will find the building’s architecture alone to he of in
terest, for it is a good example of an XVIII-Century building which,
though not large, was intended to be imposing and expressive of the

F- majesty of government. In this respect it was successful, aided by its
siting. While no classical orders or really pompous academic adornments

z were incorporated into this basically simple building, a certain robust
- and solid quality was given to the brick elevations by the pronounced
qunin treatment of brown stone at the corners andthe vIourously rut-

LU ticated surrounds of the windows. This same form of trim was wisely
w copied in the later additions.

Changod internal ‘me and swtce requirementshave not permitted a] 1of the interior to remain as first built. However, tho one second-floorroom already mentioned which has kept its old trim still gives--with its*cornice, pilaster and panel decoration--a good idea of an-1tofficiaj
chamber" of the mid-IVIII- Century. Added and rearranged rooms show intheir dcor admirable understanding of, and attunementto, the building’s knownage and style.
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V. MAJOR ThIPLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE-S

*
Cady, John Hutchins:

donco, 1636-1950
100, 19k. -

Downing, Antoinette F.:
1937, pp. 95, 110, 118, 157.

The Civic and Architectural Developmentof Provi-
Providence, Rhode Island, 1957, pp. 37, 38, 1,1,

Early Homes of Rhode Island Richmond, Virginia,

10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTt

CORNER

NW

NE

SE

SW

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Second.
o . e 0 ‘

o I C 0

o . e 0

0
P

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degree. Minute. Seconds
1410 149’ 30N

Degrees Minute. Seconds
710 214’ 26W

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY

STATE: CODE COUNTY

STATE:

STA TE:

STATE:

COuNTY,

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

1:.F0RM PREPARED.BY
NAME AND TITLE: -

Richard B. Harringtcn , Consultant -

ORGANIZATION DATE

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission March 5, 1971 -

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 9Q Smith Street
CITY OR TOWN: - STATE * CODE

Providenqe
2

As the designatedState Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic PreservatiohAct of 1966 Public Law

Rhode Island itli

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
i

89-665, 1 herebynominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the Notional Registerand certify that it has been
evaluatedaccording to the criteria and procethiresset
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

* * -. * *
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State 0 Local o

*

.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

:
*

* ‘
*

Name * *

Title

Dat.
I

AflE5T:

I
Keeper of The National Register

Date Date
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNT V

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{i NAME .. . :.. .. . .. .
*..*. . ,. ...

ICOMMON: Sixth District Court House
- D/ORHISTORIC:CplO House or Old

_LOCAT1ON

*

State House ,

STREET AND NUMBER:

1O, Benefit Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE:

Rhode Island
CODE ICOUNTY:

tt 1 Providence
CODE

‘07
PHOTOREFERENCE *.*, .. .

PHOTO CREDIT:}JjstOrjC American Buildinrs Survey LaurenceE. Tilley
DATE OP PHOTO:April, 198

_____________________________________

EGATIVE PILED AT: Library of Congress,1st Street and Independence Avenue, S. E.
.1- Wa.9h4ngIon, . flLatrict Cnlnmhia

IDENTIFJCATIOt.4 . *.* .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior from east.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMFNT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 11r:rr: I1anr

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typenfl entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

C OU P1 TV

ProvirflC1
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMOER DATE

z
0

I-

U

a:
I
V..

z

Ui

‘U

I-..

L.
Sixth District Crturt House

AWt OR HISTORIC: Colony House or O1r 3tte Hoise
fLOCATION

1SIRUIZT

[
ANON MBER:

1O, Benefit Street
[CITY

I
OR TOWN:

Providence

k7T1 I CODE COUNTY:
Rhode Island Providence

CODE

007
TPHOTORFtRENCE

}‘HOTO CREDIT: Rhode Island Develop-’ient Council
[tATC OF PHOTO: c* 1969
F4tGATIVE FILED Alt Rhode Island DevelopmentCouncil, flor.:r a11ims

Hirns street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02908
IDENTIFICA1iON

Bui1dinc,

IESCIBE VIEW, bItCfION. tTC.
west elevation, showing entrance pavilion and tower added in
18o-].81





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Providence

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith phltograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

tLNAME : .
. * . :.

COMMON: Six-Ui District Court House
AND/OR HISTORIC: O1O3 HOUSQ or 04 State House ..

OAT1ON - - -

ITREET AND UMBER:

10, Benefit Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island Providence 007

PHOTO REFERENCE
‘HOTO CREDIT: Alice Hauck
DATE OF PHOTO: 1971
IEGA1IVEFIL.CDA#I Rhode Island Historical PreservationCom"ission,

Jute House, QO Smith Stree Providence, R. I., 02°O
.

Court room, south-west nortion of first floor, showing XIX or
early XX Century woodwork in the colonial manner.
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DESCRIBE VICW. DItCTION. tiC.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

DATE OP PHOTO:C. 1937
.1EGATIVE FILED AT:COpy negative: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
I State House 90, Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903

i: DENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

rthJ1in d
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

- ‘ . .

COMMON: Sixth District Court House
ANDOR HISTORIC:COlOfly house

LOCA T ION
or Old State House

STREET AND NUMBER:

10, Benefit Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE:

Rhode Island
I CODE COUNTY:

Providence
CODE

007
PHOTO REFERENCE I

‘HOTO CREDIT:A1’thlfl’ W. LoBoeuf

‘U
LU

South-west reom on secoixi floor judge’s chamber, showing origlnal
woodwork.
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1Fo,m 10.301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES CO

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith p ENTRY NUMBER DATE

z LNAME ,,. 7’ .7. ,‘7’7’7’, 7’/’ *,, : ‘..:." 7’

0 COMMON: Sixth District Court House
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Colony House or Old State House
- LLOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

lEO, Benefit Street
CITY OR TOWN:

a: Providence -

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island 14 Providence uu7

z IiMAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:

- U. S. Geological Survey

‘U ‘CALE: 1: 2h,000
LU

‘ DATE: 19c7 ,
"‘‘‘-A

JEQUIREMENTS. .,: ,:7’’ . 77.71’:’..’V71’7’*77;7’7’:’7’7’,’7.7:7’’ . .-

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Prop.rty broundarl.s what. requlr.d.
2. North arrow.

3. LatItud. and longitud. r.f.r.nc..




