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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL it ICnown PHYStCAL APPEARANCE

This church was built from plans drawn in 1850-1851by Samuel J.
Ladd; actual construction began in May, 1852, and reached comoletionin
July, 1853, exceot for the upper part of the tower, finished in i8Sli.
The building is of stone and timber construction, steeplygabled, and
carries a slate roof. The tower is at the north-west front and entrance
corner and is capped by a peaked hipped roof interrupted on its four sides
by gables containing lancet-arched, lou-v-red openings; it contains the
church ben. Along the west side of the church body which for conveni
ence may be said to be on a north-south axis is built out along its full
length an ambulatory or side-chapel extension, shed-roofed. Between the
bays of this extension are jogged or stepped stone buttresses, duplicated
along the opposite side of the church and at all its angles. On this
west side only, a series of gabled dormers containing lancet windows is
let into the roof of the church nroper. Exterior walls are of native ‘A

grey-beige fieldstone in random ashlar; dressings or cappings are of brown rn
Sandstone now painted, probably to prevent flaking. rn

The over-all exterior appearanceis reminiscent of a modest XIV -

Century English parish church in the "pointed" style. This no doubt is
what was wanted and all that could be afforded in the 1850’s by a young vs
congregation in the Pawtucketlocale * Like its models, the church is
simply and honestly constructed: the only external adot’nment is in the
window and door shapes of lancet form throughout, excepting small tre-
foils in the tower and main gables and in the arrangementof outward c

forms housing, and indicating, interior accommodation. This church is fl
of course a product of the Gothic Revival, but by its lack of. attempted -‘

exterior embellishment it actually gains in "periodTM integrity or charac- -

ten there axe no harsh surface contrasts, and there is no pretentious a
mechanically produced stone or wOod caning. -

-

Internally the original plan gives a long, barn-like, gabled church ‘A

auditorium, enteredfrom the tower and a cross-hall at the north and hav
ing a chancel recess at the south. Its roof is supported by heavy rafters
with high collar-beamssustained by braces of pointed-arch form, with a
stretch of purlins between eaves and peak. The braces have a simple cut
out adornment of slim triangles above circles near their lower termina
tions, which are supported on posts projecting slightly fran the side
walls.. These posts define the bays of the auditorium’s length. The large
and high opening to the chancel is of pointed form, conforming to that of
the braces, and the chancel has a pripartite window one tafl, two lower
lancet openings above the altar and reredos* There is a five-part gra
duated grouping of windows at the opposite or north end. AU tndws cm -

4 tM.n stained glass. Below the eaves line, the west side of the auditorium
opens, in each bay, to the above-mentionedambulatoryor group of side-
chapels thraigh pointed archwaya.

See Continuation Sheet -
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Trinity Church has architectural significance. lying in both its
oxterior appearanceand its internal structure and decoration as a

vs good, intact example of the Gothic Revival in Ann rica in its ecciesi-
astical phase,at the parish-churchlevel. Of this it is indeed a good

o example, and worthy -of preservation--thoughunpublished, hitherto little
known outside its own locale and by an architect of no fame whatsoever.
In Pawtucket,however, it a landmark, being on a hillside site above
the river which divides that city. Church and tower, togetherwith theo adjacentSlack House of the early 1800’s owned by the church are
visible in a quite picturesquemannerfrom the businesssection of the
city on an opposite embankment.

This churchonce marked a part of the borders of the most prosper
ous anØrchitecturally interesting residential section of the city,
though this section has been sliced through, ravine-like, by Interstate
Route 95, with the loss Of many of its best old residences. The occu-
pants of these residences, many of them the guiding and supporting
families of Pawtucket and its industries, were over a long period lead-LU i.rig members,as well, of Trinity Church’s congregation and vestry. Many Fof them have been important contributors to its maintenanceand adornment
extensions, stained glass, hanging lanterns, altar and reredos etc..
Due to continuous and3hxdiciouscare arid taste in maintenanceof the
structure’s fabric, it "is the oldest church building which has held its
original form in the city," except of course for the very minor, unob
trusive and sympatheticextensionsmentioned in Section 7, "Descrip
tion."

- A small church in a secondarycity, Trinity neverthelesscan claim
national importance in another area--that d’ the Anglican Rite in this
country, for it was here, soonafter 1862, that an important and enduring
innovation in the church service was made. The ReverendGeorge11. Brown,
a man with musical as well as priestly training, "introducod for the first
tire in this country, on a large scale, purely congregationalsinging.
The church becamethe center of attraction *.. and *.. was often crowdedto overflow," thus causing the 1865 enlargement. From Trinity Church,

See ContinuationSheet



Form lO-3&’Oa UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TIlE INTERIOR STATE

- July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -
- Rhode Island -

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY

- Providence
INVENTORY . NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Con trnuat,onSheet

Number eli entries

-7. Descrpition.

The foreroing had described the basic original structure. There have
since the l8Os been minor modifications, extensions and improvements,all
sympathoticzilly apr’lied. In 1865 a small lateral enlargementwas madeat
the south bay of the west extension. After 1865 the ceiling was handson-ely
painted with ornamentaland emblematicdesigns on a olain background. In
1902 an attachedparish housewas completedat the south-westof the church
property. In 1908 the organ was removed from its northern loft and relocated
in the chancelarea; and in 1911k an adjacent choir-room was added. Memorial
windows and tablets have been-placed from tins to time; a reredos installed;
ceiling lanterns of appropriate design hung--afl’ enhancingth& building but
not really changing it. - - - - - -

8. Significance. - - - -. - - - -

then, emanatedan important, increasedfonn of vocal and energeticpartici
pation in wortbip, now used by Protestantsin this country for more than one
hundred years* This gives it a significant - place in American church history
exceedingeven the local. importancesof its continuing maintenanceand use
and of its quality as an architectural landmark. - - -

a

r



9. MAJOR f3IDLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - - - - -

-

Booth, Mrs. JohnH., and others: One Hundred Years, 181z3-l91z3,Trinity
Church, Pawtucket,Rhode Island Pawtucket, R. I., 19b3.
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Exterior from the north-west.
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DESCRIBE VIEW. OIRECTI ON. ETc.

Interior, looking towards altar and chancel.



J, a;J Ha ¼’,

¼ ,a .,, ¼: ;‘ - *

F *"‘
-

‘¼ ¼ "¼ , ¼,

‘‘ a ‘

0::r i ‘¼,. 1 -
‘¼,

U

-‘ -A"
a

¼,
‘,

,"
,jGreen

- -a ‘rh /

ti’.’: :t--,,r a’ C..

I.

a

‘

/ ..fi, S,s0-

jrnry,,

* .

‘//‘

-‘

AV’¼ ‘¼

‘:

o:OGRAP}rroa COORDI’tA: ES
‘4¼I

Latitude: hi u 2’ L I N --. ,.CTh rvtOrY

Longitude: 710 22’
rr: ,a7o

a

- ‘ ‘-‘

St. -

- Sch ‘
Moses

j.i, Pre.fit

-

*‘--. °:‘‘
¼_¼ tt4VflRH’,

tJJa.b&’

-. ‘‘¼ ¼?
"a

/ ¼

WI

I t.i’B&OWt4

, rti,ttse * I ‘U?

-1 L*
‘ ByarU?’

‘¼ - ;,J.&..,

PROVIDENCE QUADRANGLE
RHCDE SLANL

7.5 MiNUTE SERIES TOPCGRAPHIC

::,‘:t- ‘1 ‘-.E
a/. -ç

- - ._‘"¼

¼ N’ :e,p"t, c.
‘ 5t’--. ir

- ¼

,:

:
a

a’

Ci,
‘-‘¼ ¼’*
‘0/

C’¼
‘-‘¼.’ ‘¼ 1--"

a

¼ t

‘ - U Brhc, p
5 I ‘

Z- "36
¼-.,

2SC

4535

-1
¼ C

-C

-C

a

-, i634

‘ 0’

‘"I1cktc

‘-ii, , at

3ch" ,
-,.i

O;

C

- A4,, "‘,

‘it
-

/‘
¼ "

‘ "
¼

‘>1’

,,¼C ¼

U’ mplt’r
- ‘& :hFI Suli

Sv¼a ¼

C¼ Pt

/.‘

I

/.

?‘¼

"¼

utj 0

- SJ, I -mci

¼ , /"

I

7iN I’ N

N r t

Bjaria -

Grourtc

44; ¼,

ii/t’
‘ark

‘¼

- -. - - ,-

:-. 5

a’- 1/ ¼ ¼ a ‘¼.

5,
‘0’

5’,,
at I-,



Form 10.301
July 1969

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

Typo all entries - attach to or enclosewith map

STATE

Rhode Iriaflr1
COUNTY

Provic3r,nco
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE
In

z
0

U

I

z

LU

LU

In

1 NAME .. . ,... .... . .

tCOMMON: Trinity Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION . :. H.
. . . . . .

[EMAP

STREET AND HUM BER:

0, Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Pawtucket
STATE: I CO E COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island, 02860 r hf Providence 007
REFERENCE

SOURC F U. S. Geological Survey

iCALE: 1: 1,ooo
DATE:

EQUIREME HIS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundarles where requlr.d.

2. North arrow.

3. LatItud, and longitude ref.r.nc..


