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The Slatersville Historic District encompassesapproximately
150 acres and consists of six 19th-century mill buildings con
structed by the Slater family; the surviving portions of the
canal system that powered the mills for many years; approximately.
65 workers’ houses, all constructed in the 19th-century in a
variety of architectural styles; the John Slater House; the Elisha
Bartlett House; four 19th-century churches and a rectory; two
19th-century commercial structures; about 34 other 19th- and
early 20th-century residences; the Slatersville Cemetery; and
a few early municipal buIldings. For the most part, these A aoTh4
structures have-undergone little major exterior alteration and
are in good condition.

When JOhn Slater first visited the site of Slatersville,
then known as Buffum’s Mills, in i8o5, it already containeda
number of dwellings and other structures. Most of these were
later utilized by the Slaters and their partners for either
manufacturing, commercial, and housing purposes after they formally
launched their enterprise in 1807. During the next few years as
the firm prospered the stone mill, which originally measured 314
by 155 feet, was expanded in size, other manufacturing buildings
were erected, additional housing was constructed for the opera-

- tives, and schools, stores, and churches were added. By 1819
the vIllage’s populatibn well exceeded the 600 mark, and it
boasted of a hotel, post office, and bank. During the 1830’s
the Slater mills here were considered collectively to be the
largest single mill complex in Rhode Island and were valued at
$240,000.

By 1840 the. Slater family owned the village in its entirety,
and throughout thecentury its growth was keyed to the expansion
of the mills. The last great boom in the construction of. worker
housing occurred In the 1890’s when mill employment reached the
700 mark, and the village’s pcpulation exceeded 1,000. After the
Slater interests were sold in 1900, the village entered a 15-year
period of rapidly declinIng population and neglect of its buildings
and houses. In 1915, however, Henry P. Kendall purchased the
mills and village, and during the next 40 years he did much to

* revitalize and beautify Slatersville. Several houses underwent
restoration, most were repaired, and all were painted and land
scaped. Kendall also added po±’ches and slightly changed the
entrances on a number of the houses In order to give them more
individuality. For some unknown reason, he did little to upgrade
the housing on Railroad Street just south of the mill complex, and
by the mid-1950’s this area had become such an eyesore that all
the housing units were either demolIshed or moved to other streets.
At any rate, it was largely due to Kendall’s efforts that so much
of Slatersville has survived to the present. -
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I. Mills and Associated Structures.

Office Building. This 1 1/2-story frame edifice, covered with
white-painted wooden clapboards and situated on the western edge
of the mill complex near Railroad Street, is believed to be the
oldest mill-related building in Slatersville and probably dates
back to 1806 or 1807. The structure is capped with an asphalt
shingle-covered gable roof which features a trap-door. monitor.
Windows are of the one-over-one and six-over-six wood sash
variety and are set in rectangular surrounds. This building
has served as an office since at least 1894, and its usage for
that purpose probably goes back further, perhaps even to 1807.
Inside, the building has undergone much alteration over the
years, and presently it houses the offices of Glas-Kraft, Inc.

Slater No. 1 Mill. This westward-facing, five-story stone -

edifice, located approximately 200 feet east of the Office
Building, was constructed In 1826 on or near the site of the
original Slater mill which had burned earlier that year. Because
the structure was erected on the edge of a small hill in order to
provide the dampnessand humidity needed on the first floor for
the proper handling of cotton, it appears, when viewed along its
front west facade, to be a four-story building. The heavy,
native stone walls of this L-shaped structure rest on foundations
of the same material, and the building is capped with a slightly-
pitched, asphalt-covered gable roof which has an overhanging
plain wood cornice featuring carved wooden brackets. Originally,
this building had a steeply pitched gable roof, but around 1900
it was replaced by the present one.

The most notable exterior features are single, square-shaped,
projecting entrance towers which are centrally located on the
front and rear facades. Both are constructed of stone, rise to
a height of five stories, and are capped with flat roofs with
overhanging bracketed wood cornices. The tower on the front
facade, however, is capped with an arcaded belfry with its bell
still intact. Originally this belfry featured a tall narrow
spire, but it was removed when the roof was altered. Windows
and doors are set in rectangular surrounds, and windows, for the
most part, are of the 12-over-12 wood sash variety.

continued
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Connected to the building at its rear eli is a two-story .

addition which appears tobe of mid-l9th-century vintage.
Approximately 30 feet east of the mill is a 19th-century gas
house which has beenconverted into a garage. Originally there
were several structures at the rear of the edifice, but-these
have beendemolished. Presently this edifice, whose overall
condition is fair to good, is being utilized for storage -purposes.

Slater No. 3 Mill. Located approximately 200 feet east of the -

No. 1 Mill, this four-story building, constructed in 1843, differs
little in appearancefrom the earlier mill, featuring massive
native stone walls, square-shapedwindow and door openings, a
square-shapedprojecting entrance tower, and a low-pitched, asphalt-
covered gable roof. Originally this mill also had a more steeply-
pitched gable roof which has since been replaced by the present
one. Unlike the earlier building, however, a portIon of its
wheel house and water power equipment, situated at its southwest -

corner, is still intact. At present this mill, which appears to
be in fair to good condition, is utilized as storage space.

Weaving Building. This two-story edifice, situated approximately
100 feet north of the No. 1 and No. 3 Mills and separated from
them by the Slatersvllle Canal, was constructed in 1894. The red
brick wails rest on foundations of the same material and over a
partially-raised basement. Exterior ornamentation is provided by
the use of brick pilasters which rise unInterruptedly to the top
of the second story where they culminate in arches that provide
an arcaded effect. Rectangular-shaped, 8-over-20 sash type
windows are set in pairs in arched surrounds. The structure is
capped with an asphalt-covered flat roof which features an over
hanging bracketed cornice. Although the edifice appears to have
been increased in size somewhat over the years, those responsible
have generally attempted to make the aUditions conform to the 1894
design, and therefore, they do-not detract from its overall
appearance. Presently, this structure, whose overall condition
is very good, houses the manufacturing activities of Glas-Kraft, Inc.
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Picker House and Storage Building. These two stone buildings
are the last surviving structures of the large group of mills
and attendant edifices that the Slaters constructed on the
opposite side of Railroad Street directly west of their main
complex. Construction started on what came to be known as the
Western Mills ih 1821, and this complex was enlarged subsequently
on three occasions until by 1894 it included eight buildings.
Toward the end of the century, these mills were closed, and
sometime after 1900 the entire complex, with two exceptions, was
demolished. -

The Picker House, which fronts on Railroad Street and faces
eastward toward the earliest mill structures, is a one-story
stone edifice capped with a low-pitched, tar-covered gable roof
and featuring a plain overhanging wooden cornice. Windows and
doors are set in rectangular surrounds, but the six-over-six
wood sash windows which were original to the building have been
removed and window openings blocked up. The construction date
of this building is unknown, but it probably dates from the 1860-
70 era. Generally in good condition, it most recently housed
a foundry, but at present It appears to be vacant.

The Storage Building is located approximately 100 feet
northwest of the Picker House and fronts on Main Street near the
center of the village. This 1 1/2-story native-stone building
is capped with a medium-pitched gable roof covered with asphalt
shingles and featuring, a plain boxed cornice with returns.
Windows are generally of the six-over-six wood sash variety and
are set in rectangular surrounds. Like the Picker House, this
edifice’s construction date is uncertain, but it appears to date
from the 1840’s or 1850’s. Exterior alteration has beenminimal
over the years except for the addition of green-painted shutters
and the construction of a projecting entranceway at the west end.
In excellent condition, the structure is presently used to house
the North Smithfield Public Library. -

Other Mill Structures. Within the main mill complex are a
four-story, red brick powerhousewith a tall smokestack which
appears to be of recent vintage; a metal water tower; and
several small sheds which do.not contribute to the district’s
national significance.
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II. Slatersville Canal System.

Slatersville Pond. This natural reservoir, created when glacial
action changed the course of the Branch River, of which it is a
part, was probably one of the chief attractions of the site to
John Slater when he first visited here in 1805, because it gave
promise of an ample water supply for manufacturing pruposes.
Except for changes wrought by the construction of the dams and
canals, it probably is little changed.

Dams. The first dams on the pond were constructed, before the
Slaters and their partners came here, by the proprietors of the
Inman and Buffum mill operations. Both the Inman Dam, located
near the western end of the pond, and the Buffum Dam, which was
situated at the eastern end of the pond, were probably utilized -

by the Slaters in their early operations here or else were in
corporated in dams they might have built at the time. Because
of the need for more waterpower for their expanding mills, the
Slaters constructed a new masonry dam at the east end of the
pond in i849. This structure, built of stone quarried nearby
and measuring 300 feet from shore to shore, had a rollway of 160
feet and a 20 foot fall of water. By the 1870’s additional
power was needed, and in 1876 a new dam, constructed of the same
material as the 1849 dam but spanning 2.0 feet from shore to
shore, was completed at the western end of the pond. Both these
structures are extant and appear to be in good condition.

Canals. The canal system probably took on its present config
uration around 1876 when the new dam was constructed at the
western end of the pond, and the canal trenches were improved.
The lower level of the canal, which isalmost half a mile long,
is the oldest section, and portions of it probably date back to
the erection of the original Slater mill here in 1806-07. The
upper level, which is nearly a mile in length, was probably dug
around 1821 when the first buildings in the Western Mills complex
were erected. The canals are no longer utilized and are covered
with undergrowth in some sections.

continued
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Canal Gates and Spillways. What appear to be the 1849 and 1876
head gates and spillways are still extant. Constructed of
locally quarried stone similar to that of the dams, they presently
are utilized chiefly as water control devices. For the most part,
they seem to be in very good condition, exhibit.ng what appears
to be their original hardware.

III. Workers’ Houses.

Early Mill Housing. Ca. 1806-ca. 1840. There are 21 early
2 1/2-story frame edifices, which exhibit the -influences of
Adamesque and Greek Revival architecture, extant in Slatersville.
Unlike the later mill housing erected here, these residences
differ little in appearancefrom regular dwellings of the period.
Most are of wood frame construction and sheathed in clapboards;
rest on native stone foundations; feature centrally-located,
rectangular-shaped doorways; have wood sash type windows set in
rectangular surrounds; exhibit large brick center chimneys; and
are capped with asphalt- shingle-coveredgable roofs which feature
plain boxed cornices with returns.

The six houses immediately west of the two commercial
buildings on Main Street are believed to be the oldest dwellings
in the village, and their construction probably predates John
Slater’s visit here in 1805. Originally, most of these 21
houses were grouped along present-day Plain and Green Streets
and housed two to four families each. In later years, however,
several were moved, andtoday those can be found on Ridge Road
and North Main and School Streets.

At present the condition of these houses rangesfrom good
to excellent. Probably the best preserved are the eight dwellings
on Green Street that Henry P. Kendall renovated and restored
after 1915 as housing for mill-officials. Although he extensively
changed the interiors and did some minor alterations to the
exteriors, he did little to change the structures’ basic character.

Later Mill Housing ca. 1840-ca. 1890. Most of the housing
constructed by the Slaters for, their employees after 1840 was
ona much more modest scale and formed a sharp contrast with the
earlier houses. At present 43 of these houses,most of which

continued
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were originally two-family dwellings, remain in the village.
Generally these edifices are 1 1/2-stories tall; are of frame
construction with clapboard-covered exterior walls; rest on
stone foundatiOns; exhibit rudimentary traces of the influence
of Greek Revival and Early and Late Victorian architecture;
feature rectangular-shaped window and door ooenings and wood sash
type windows; exhibit small symetrically spaced inside brick
chimneys that pierce the roof at its apex; and are capped with
asphalt shingle-covered gable roofs which feature overhanging
plain boxed cornices with returns. -

Some large tenement-type housing was constructed in Slaters-
ville during this period as well. Most of this was concentrated
along Railroad Street south of the mills and in the 1950’s was
demolished. The only remaining example of this type of housing
in the village is found on North Main Street where five dwellings
occupy a large lot Plat 1, Lot 65 and still convey much of
what life was like here when the mills were in full operation.
This quadrangle consists of a 2 1/2-story edifice, somewhat re
sembling an army barracks in its configuration; a two-story
structure of similar size; two 2 1/2-story houses, similar to
the early houses on Main and GreenStreets and perhaps moved here
at a later date, and a small 1 1/2-story edifice.

The overall condition of this later housing ranges from
fair to excellent. Some of the houses have undergone extensive
alteration over the years and a number exhibit asbestos siding
and brick veneer on their exterior. Most, however, except for
the modernization of their interiors, still look much as they
did originally. --

IV. Mill Owners’ Houses. -

John Slater House. This southward-facing, 2 1/2-story edifice
is of frame construction and is sheathedwith white-painted wood -

clapboarcs. Originally this house stood on the corner of North
Main and Green Streets and was moved to its present location on
School Street in 1844. John Slater first occupied it shortly
after he moved here, and his son John F., who established the
Slater Fund in 1882 to provide money for Negro education, was
born here in 1815. Architecturally it differs little from the

continued
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houses that the Slaters provided for their workers except for its
entrance which features a decorated pediment with a four-light
transom and fluted pilasters. At its east and west ends, the
house has somewhat smaller ells which are identical architecturally
to the main block but most likely were added to it after the i844
move. -Situated, on a beautifully landscaped lot and surrounded
by white picket fence, the house is in excellent condition.

Elisha Bartlett House. This somewhat elaborate Greek Revival
style dwelling was erected sometime after i844 and reflects the
grander and more indulgent lifestyle of the second generation of
millowners. Bartlett, a prominent physician and former mayor of
Lowell, Mass., was married to John Slater’s daughter Elizabeth..
He began construction on this site, at the corner of North Main
and Green Streets, shortly after he had his late father-in-law’s
home moved to its present site on School Street. The 2 1/2-story
edifice is of wood frame construction, and its exterior walls,
which rest on stone foundations, are sheathed in white-painted
wooden clapboards. Exterior ornamentation is provided by
pilastered corner boards; a flat-roofed portico and a side porch,
both of which are supported by fluted Doric columns and feature
a plain frieze; and an overhanging plain boxed wood cornice and
undecorated frieze along the roofline. Windows are generally of
the six-over-six wood sash variety, and like the doors are set
in rectangular surrounds. The structure is capped with an
asphalt shingle-covered gable roof which is pierced at the east
and west ends by two symetrically placed brick chimneys with
corbeled caps.

V. Churches and Attendant Structures.

Slatèrsville Meeting House. In October 1807, shortly after his
mill began to operate, John Slater received permission from the
R.I. Legislature to hold a t4,000 lottery to raise money for this
structure. In i8o8 the 2 1/2-story edifice was completed, and
for many years it was used for both religious services, public
meetings, and as a school. Originally it stood on North Main
Street, but in 1816, it was moved to School Street. While on
this site, its three-story projecting entrance tower and belfry
was removed and a 16-foot addition made to its length. In 1887

continued
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it was moved again, this time to what is now 55 Green Street,
and converted into a two-family dwelling. Presently, this much-
altered structure serves as a private-residence and is in very
good condition. -

Congregational Church. This beautifully simple Greek Revival
edifice faces westward and overicoks the triangular-shaped
Slatersville common, said to be one of the last surviving commons
in Rhode Island. The church was constructed in 1838 by the
Slater Company, which hired anarchitect named Pales to design
it. It was enlarged in 1859. The building is of wood frame
construction, and its exterior walls are covered with clapboard
on the back and sides and flush boarding on the front. The
entrance is set within a large Doric portico which features a
full entablature and pediment. The two-stage belfry and octagonal
spire dates from 1938 when a hurricane destroyed the original one
which was somewhat taller. The church is still utilized by
a congregation, and its overall condition is excellent.

St. John’s Roman Catholic Church and Rectory. These two edifices,
designed by Providence architect James Murphy, were erected in
1872 for the large influx of Catholic immigrants, mostly French
Canadian in origin, who had begun to settle in Slatersville by
the late 1860’s. The Carpenter Gothic style church has been
extensively altered over the years, and its front facade in
particular has been changed by the removal of the steeple and
the Gothic windows and doorways. The adjacent two-story rectory,
which is capped with a mansard roof, appears to have undergone
less change and probably looks much as it did in the 1870’s.
Generally, both buildings are in good condition and appear to
be well maintained.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Mission. This small church, situated on
Green Street between the Slatersville Cemetery and the Keniall
Dean School, was erected in 1897 by William Holt, who had
organized the mission here2 years earlier. The edifice is of
frame construction, and its walls, which probably originally
were covered with clapboards, are now covered with asbestos
shingle siding. - The structure rests on brick foundations over
a partially-raised full basementand is capped with an asphalt-
shingle-covered gable roof. Probably the most notable exterior

continued
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feature is the square-shapedprojecting entrance tower on the
front north facade featuring Gothic type window openings which
are now blocked up. Windows are of the two-over-two and six-over-
six wood sash variety and are set in rectangular surrounds.
Apparently few of the villagers were of the Episcopal faith,
becauseseveral-years later the mission closed. Forrest Mowry
purchased the building and renamed it Lincoln Hall, and for a
number of years it served as a community meeting place for social
events, including dances. In 1920 the Slatersville Union Grange
purchased it, and since that date has served as that organization’s
meeting place. Its overall condition appears goo,d.

VI-.. Commercial Buildings. These two business blocks,which are
situated on the north side of Main Street near the center of the
village and architecturally are virtually identical, were erected
in 1850 and 1870 by the Slater Company. Both stand 3 1/2-stories
high; rest on native stone foundations; have walls of stone rubble
construction faced with brick on their front south facades
above the ground floor; utilize large granite piers and spandrels
as the skeletal framework for the ground floor elevation on the
front facade; generally have six-over-six wood sash typewindows
set in rectangular surrounds; feature brick corbeling along their
rooflines; and are capped with asphalt-shingle-covered gable roofs.
The only major difference between the two buildings is that the
1850 one 7-9 Main Street features a centrally located gabled
dormer with pediment on both sides of its roof. In recent years
the brick of this older structure has been painted white. Both
edifices are still in very good condition and are still utilized
for business purposes. The 1850 structure has housed a bank
almost continuously since 1851, and both today house a variety of
commercial endeavors.

VII. Other 19th- and early 20th-century Residences. There are
approximately 34 others houses in Slatersville that were originally
inhabited by the mill’s supervisory personnel and the village’s
business and professional classes. These dwellings were con
structed between the 1850’s and the late 1920’s and exhibit a
wide variety of architectural influences; ranging from Gothic
to Bungalow style. For the most part, they are in very good
condition and well-maintained. Particularly outstanding is the
Gothic cottage at 49 School Street. This 1 1/2-story edifice,
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GPO 892 455



- Form No. 10-SOOa - -

Rev. 10.74

- I
- UNITED STATES DEPARTN-;ENT OF THE LNTERIOR

. FOR NPS USE ONLY -

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED: -

CONTINUATION SHEET Slatersville ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE ten

which features a steeply pitched center gable and vergeboard
trim, is the last surviving structure on what once was the James
S. Slater Estate. Somewhat similar in style but on a much larger
scale isthe 2 1/2-story house at 30 School Street. It was
constructed in 1859 by George Johnson, who had formerly worked
for the Slaters in their company store and persuaded them to
sell that branch of their business to him. Also noteworthy is
the beautiful Queen Anne style residence at 177 North Main Street,
built around 1885 by J. H. Parkis, the proprietor of a general
store and the village postmaster. Much simpler versions of this
style can be seen in the house nearby at 187 North Main Street
and in the former residence ofWilliam Holt, a mill superintendent,
at 66 Green Street.

VIII. Slatersville Cemetery. This beautiful cemetery, located
on Green Street near the Grange Hall, contains the graves of
many of Slatersville’s early residents, including that of John
Slater. It is well maintained and in excellent condition.

IX. Municipal Structures. - -

-Memorial Town Building. This two-story Neo-Georgan town hall
was erected in 1921 on the site of a hotel that the Slaters
erected in the mid 19th-century and which stood here until the
end of World War I. The present edifice is constructed of red
brick, and its walls rest on fieldstone foundations. Exterior
ornamentation is provided by a massive portico supported by
Corinthian columns and capped with a triangular-shaped pediment
decorated with dentils. Windows are of the six-over-six sash
variety and are set in rectangular surrounds which feature white
stone linteis, keystones, and sills. The edifice, which is in
excellent condition and beautifully maintained, is capped with
a hipped roof. -

Kendall Dean School. This beautiful two-story Neo-Georgian School
was erected in the early 1930’s by the W.P.A. as part of its
program of fighting the Depression by -providing jobs on useful
construction projects to the unemployed. Located on Green Street
near some of Slatersville’s oldest residences, this building is
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constructed of red brick and is capped with a hipped roof which
is decorated with a cupola containing the school bell. The
structure is in excellent condition and appears to be well
maintained.

X. Other Structures Included within the boundary of the historic
district are a number of edifices of relatively recent ,intage
that do not contribute to its national signiftcance. These
include the Post Office Building on Main Street Flat 4, Lot 279
and the private residences at Victory Highway Flat 1, Lot 169;
North Main Street Flat 1, Lot 293; 59 Main Street; 68, 72, 76,
80, 96, 1OQ, and 104 Main Street; 34 and 56 Ridge Road, plus
Plat 4, Lot 210 and Flat 1, Lot 300 Ridge Road; and 108 and 160
Green Street.

Boundary Justification. The approximately 150 acres encompassed
within the bounds of the Slatersville Historic District include
the most historically significant sections of the village, the
waterpower system, and the pond or reservoir. All of these
are key elements of the historic character of the district.

Boundary Description. As indicated in red on the accompanying
maps [1 U.S.G.S. 7.5’ Series, Mass.-R.I., Blackstone Quad.,
1969; 2 U.S.G.S. 7.5’ Series, R.I., Georgiaville Quad., 1954,

- photorevised 197 and 1975; 3 Walter Nebiker-AASLH Sketch Map,
1972, revised 1978; and 4 North Smithfield Assessor’s Flat Naps,
1, 2, 4, and 5, Kiely-Irza & Associates, 1978], a line beginning
on the tip of the peninsula formed by the convergence of the
Slatersville Canal and the Branch River and extending westward
approximately 1,600 feet along the north bank of said river to
an unmarked point on the west edge of he right-of-way of Rail
road Street Providence Pike; thence, southward approximately
150 feet along the west edge of said right-of-way to an unmarked
point on the east edge of the right-of-way of Church Street;
thence, southward approximately 400 feet along the east edge of
said right-of-way to the northwest cornerof Flat 4, Lot 151;
thence, southeastward approximately 150 feet along the northeast
boundary of said property to its southeast corner; thence, south
westward approximately 245 feet along the south eastern boundaries

continued

GPO 892 455



Form No. -1Q-300e
Rev- 10-74

UNITEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTI-IEINTERIOR FORNPSUSEONLY ..

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
N

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY--NOMINATION FORM ATT>

CONTINUATION SHEET Slatersville ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE twelve

of Plat 4, Lots 151 and 71 to the north edge of the right-of-
way of Charon Drive; thence, northwestward approximately 600
feet alohg th&nbrth edge of the rights-of-way of Charon and
Myrick Drives and the western boundary of Flat 4, Lot 314 to the
south bank of the Slatersville Reservoir Branch River; thence,
westward approximately 5,700 feet along the south bank of said
reservoir to the southwest corner of a masonry dam; thence,
northwestward approximately 300 feet along the west wall of said
dam to its ndrthwest corner; thence, northward approximately 150
feet along the western boundary of Plat 4, extended Lot 34A to
the south edge of the right-ofway of Main Street; thence, east
ward approximately 3,000 feet along the south edge of said right-
of-way to an unmarkedpoint opposite the southwest corner of Flat
4, Lot 11; thence, northwestward approximately 1150 feet across
Main Street and along the west boundary fo Plat 4, Lot 11 to the
northwest corner of said property; thence, northeastward approxi
mately 1,750 feet along the northern boundaries of Flat 4, Lots
11, 140, 132, 131, 152,220, 1214, 126, 18, 88, 19, 93, 80, 81,
121, 137, 119, 120, 128, 139, 134,and .193 arid including the two
southward extensions of Lot 224 to the southwest corner of Flat 4,
Lot 125; thence, northward approximately 1,500 feet along the
western boundaries of Flat 4, Lots 125, 143, 142, and 33, and
Plat 1, Lots 419, 66, 65, 64, 63, 62, 61,6o, 59, 58 to the north
west corner of Flat 1, Lot 58; thence, eastward approximately
380 feet along the northern boundary of Flat 1, Lot 58 and across
North t-Pain Street to the east edge of the right-of-way of said
street; thence, northward approximately 820 feet along the east
edge of said right-of-way to the south edge of the right-of-way of
Victory Highway; thence, eastward approximately 80 feet along the
south edge of said right-of-way to the no:’theast corner of Flat 1,
Lot 169; thence, southward approximately 675 feet along the
eastern boundaries of Flat 1, Lots 169, 214, 164, 162, 267, and
266 to the southeast corner of said lot; thence east about 520
feet along the north edge of Lot 711, 190, 79, 351, 81, and 300
to the southeast corner of the latter; thence eastward approxi-
mately 170 feet along the northern boundary of Flat 1, Lot 345
to its northeast corner; thence southward approximately 65 feet
along the eastern boundary of said property to the north edge of
the right-of-way of Ridge Road; thence, northeastward approxi
mately 65 feet along the north edge o. said right-of-way to the
northwest corner of Flat 1, Lot 313; thence, eastward approxi
mately 110 feet along the northern boundary of said property to
its northeast corner; thence, southward approximately 140 feet

continued
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along its eastern boundary to its southeast corner;thence north
eastward approximately 1,040 feet along the northern boundaries
of Flat 1, Lots 84 and 85, and Flat 2, Lots 29, 30, 114, 49, 79,
31, and 32 to the northwest corner ofFlat 2, Lot 32; thence,
eastward southward approximately 500 feet along the plane of the
northern boundary df said property to the eastern edge of Lot 33;
thence, south about 500 along said boundary to the northern edge
of the right-of-way of Greene Street; thence, westward approxi
mately 250 feet along the north edge of said right-of-way to an
unmarked point opposite the northeast corner of Flat 2, Lot 130;
thence, southward approximately 260 feet across Greene Street
and along the eastern boundary-of Flat 2, Lot- 130 to its southeast
corner; thence, westward approximately 1,000 feet along the
southern boundaries of Flat 2,. Lots 130, 38, and 36, and Flat 4,
Lot 26 to the northwest cornerof Flat 5, Lot 1; thence, generally
southeastward approximately i,600 feet along the northern boundaries
of Flat 5, Lots 1, 305, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 208, 13, 14,
and 237 to the northeast corner of Flat 5, Lot 237; thence, south
ward approximately 130 feet along the eastern boundary of said
property to the north edge of the right-of-way of School Street;
thence, westward approximately 750 feet along the north edge of
said right-of-way to an unmarked point opposite the northeast
corner of Flat 5, Lot 105; thence, southward approximately 200
feet across School Street and along the eastern boundary of Flat
5, Lot 105 to its southeast corner;thence, westward approximately
150 feet along the southern boundary of said property to its
southwest corner; thence, northward approximately 280 feet along
the western boundary of said property and across School Street
to the north edge of the right-of-way of saId street; thence,
westward approximately 450 feet along the north edge of said
right-of-way to-an unmarked point opposite the northeast corner
of Flat 5, Lot 32; thence, southward approximately 1,300 feet
along the eastern boundary of said property to an unmarked point
opposite the tip of the peninsula formed by the convergence of

* the Slatersville Canal and the Branch River; thence, southward
approximately 120 feet along said unmarked line to the point of
beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE. - - -

Regarded by many scholars as the first American textile
village, Slatersville, R.I. has had an important impact on the

- Nation’s economic and social development. According to disting
uished historian Edward Stanwood, Slatersville was the "first
example, in this country, of the creation of a factory village
out of which have grown the factory town and the factory city."
As the Nation’s first textile mill village as distinguished
from a planned industrial city such as Lowell, Mass., Slaters-
yule, say industrial historians Martha and Murray Zimiles,

- "set a pattern that continued to be carried out even into the
1870’s and l880’s" and perhaps even beyond.2 Certainly, say
Charles N. Glaab and A. Theodore Brown, perhaps the leading
authorities on the development of the American city, the
establishment of Slatersville and other communities like it
"confronted Americans for the first time with large urban

- . concentrations made up mostly of industrial wcirkers."3

More specifically, Slatersville played a major role in
Samuel Slater’s attempt, as historian Arnold Welles points out,
to successfully transplant tithe infant Industrial Revolution,
which was in mapy ways an English monopoly, across an ocean to
a new country.M When Slater and his brother John first put
their mill into operation here in 1807, its output was confined

-largely to thread, which was spun into cloth by local women
working in their. homes. Within a decade, however, the Slaters, -

- -

. cpntinued

1Quoted in Walter A. Nebiker, The History, of North Smithfield
Somersworth, N.H., 1976, 62. -

2Martha and Murray Zimiles, Early American Mills New York,
1973, 153.

3Charles N. Claab and A. Theodore Brown, A History of Urban
America New York, 1967, 44.

4Arnold Welles, "Father of Our Factory System," in American
Heritage, Great Stories of American Businessmen New York, n.d.,
circa 1972, 51. -
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as well as most other millowners, had concentrated all activity
within the factory complex and had imposed a type of factory
discipline which by the end- of the 19th century had made the
U.S. the world’s leading industrial power. Thus, Slatersvilie
has the unique distinction of spanning the two earliest epochs
of American industrial development, from the putting out stage
to the full scale emergenceof the factory system.

Slatersville and the towns and villages that followed in
its stead also brought with them a whole host of social problems
many of which have not yet been satisfactorily resolved. When
Slater came to the United States he brought with him not only
his knowledge of English textile machinery, according to
economic historian Edward C. Kirkland, "but also an acquaintance
with its labor policy" which was "socially regressive."5 Unlike
the capitalists of northern New England, who often went to great
lengths to shield their employees from what they perceived as
the evils of the factory system, Slater and most of those who
followed in his stead in the southern half of the region placed
profits first and employee welfare a distant second. Slater’s
labor system was based- on the extensive employment of women and
children, who worked long hours at extremely low wages, and a
type of paternalism, says scholar Feter J. Coleman, "which
strengthened the employer’s control over gis labor force and
provided an additional source of profit."

The Slatersville Historic DIstrict encompassesapprox
imately 150 acres and consists of an Office Building believed
to be the last surviving remnant of the 1807 plant; the 1826
Slater No. 3. Mill and attendant structures; the 1843 Slater Mo.
3 Mill and its attendant structures; the 1894 Weaving Building;
a Ficker House and Storage Building that are the only remaining
edifices of Slater’s Western Mills; the surviving portIons of
the Slatersville Canal System; about 65 workers’ houses, all
constructed in the 19th century and ranging in architectural
style from Adamesciue to Late Victorian; the John Slater House;

continued

SEdward C. Kirkland, A History of American Economic Life,
4th ed. New York, 1969, 231, 217.

6Feter J. Coleman, The -Transformation of Rhode Island,
1790-1860 Frovidence, 1963, 231-32.
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the Elisha Bartlett House; four 19th-century churches and a
rectory; two 19th-century commercial structures; about 34
other 19th- and 20th-century residences; the Slatersville
Cemetery; and a few.èarly municipal buildings. For the most
part, these structures have undergone little major exterior
alteration andare in good condition.

History

The origins of Slatersville can be traced back to the
early 18th century when a number of enterprising indivIduals
took note of the water power potential of the Branch River and
began to utilize it. As early as 1735 a water-powered sawmill
had been established in the area, and by 1765 a gristmill,
which became known as Inman’s Mills, had been placed in operation
approximately 1 mile west of the center of the present village.
Before the end of the century an iron works, which utilized one
or more power trip hammers, had been erected nearby as well.
By 1800 a small settlement known as Buffum’s Mills and containing
several dwellings, a hatter’s shop, a gristmill, sawmill, and
several other buildings, had been estab1shed on the site of
present day Slatersville.

In 1789, while rather primitive efforts were underway to
utilize waterpower in the community which would eventually
bear his name, young Samuel Slater arrived n the United States,
where within a few short years he would lay the foundation for
the Industrial Revolution on this side of the Atlantic. Slater,
who had virtually no resources except English textile machinery
designs he had memorized, met Moses Brown in Providence, R.I.,
In 1790 and agreed to provide machinery for a textile mill that
Brown and William Almy, his son-n-1aw, were attempting to
establish in Pawtucket. With Slater’s help, "late in 1790,"
says Kirkland, "the first cotton factory in the United States
containing machinery modeled after Arkwrlght’s began operations."7

continued

7Kirkland, History.’ of American Economic Life, 235.
6P0892 455
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Soon Slater became a partner in the enterprise, and in 1793
he supervised -the construction of the fIrm’s new Pawtucket
factory, which was the first building erected In the United
States expressly for the manufacture-of cotton textiles.

Despite the fact that the Pawtucket mill succeeded
fInancially, Slater and hIs partners began to seek new plant
sites early in the 19th century. Although they were motivated
in part by a need for more land for factory expansion and
greater water power capacity, dissatIsfaction with Pawtucket’s
working class appears tohave been the chief factor behInd the
partners’ desire to relocate. According to historian Walter A.
Nebiker, they "were having some difficulty with their mill
workers, who, in urbanized Pawtucket, had more job opportunities
available locally and who had more freedom of movement." Thus;
they began to seek "a rural location, remote from larger urban
places, where workers had little mobility, where there was
little or no competition from other ingustries, and where
farming was the principle livelihood."

In 1803 the firm hired John Slater, Samuel’s brother who
was newly arrived from England, and charged him with a number
of tasks, including the inspection of potential water power
sites. While on one of these inspection trips In 1805, he
visited Buffum’s Mills and recommendedit highly to Samuel and
his associates as an excellent site for a new factory. Apparently
they agreed with his evaluation because William Almy and Obadiah
Brown began purchasing land in the area almost Immediately. By
March 1806 Almy and Brown had acquired more than 220 acres and
had begun construction of a cotton mill. Two months later,
they sold a half interest, in the enterprise to Samuel and John
Slater and formed a new partnership which became known as Almy,
Brown, and Slater. That summer the firm opened a general store
and probably began construction on worker’s housing as well.

On July 1, 1807, the mill was coMpleted and put into
operation, and the village of Slatersville, came into existence.

continued

8Nebiker, History of North Smithfield, 59.

GPO 892 455



- Form Nc. 10-300a -

Rev. 10-74

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY . . .

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED . -, ,H

CONTINUATION SHEET Slatersville ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE four

It would not bear that name offIcially, however, until 1817.
Meanwhile, in 1807 there were only 14 other mills spinning
cotton in the entire Nation, and 12 of them were in Rhode Island.
More important, though, the establishment of Slatersville Intro
duced a- new socioeconomic institutIon to the American scene,
one which was to have far ranging consequences. This village,
says Stanwood, was the ‘first example, in this country, of the
creation of a factory villaRe out of which have grown the factory
town and the factory city.’9 The pattern set by Slatersville
was to be repeated on numerous occasion in the l9th’century,
eventually, according to Glaab and Brown, bringing Americans
face to face "for the first time with large urban concentrations
made up mçt1y of industrial workers" and-their attendant socIal
problems.’-’

Thanks in part to the effects of the 1807 Embargo Act,’ the
new enterprise of Slater and his partners flourished from the
start and continued to do well even in the difficult years that
American textile manufacturers faced after 1815. ProfIts from
the enterprise enabled them to Increase their landholdings in
the area by some 600 acres in the next 20 years and to expand
the capacity of their plant, which grew from 3,400 spindles In
1811 to 9,500 spindles in 1828. DurIng this same period tech
nological change made possible the birth of the modern factory
system. When the Slatesvi1le factory opened in 1807, it was
equipped with a simple type of Arkwright spinning frame which
spun cotton thread which was then distributed to hand weavers
in the surrounding vIcInity who wove It Into cloth. Within 10
years, however, these last vestiges of the putting out system
had disappeared due to the adoption of the Scotch power loom
which enabled the Slaters to process raw cotton into cloth
under one roof.

The success of Slater and his partners encouraged others
to erect factories and towns and villages modeled to a certain
extent after Slatersvllle. The creation of such communities
on a national scale in turn brought employers face to face with
the problems of living and working conditions for their workers.

continued

9Quoted in Ibid., 62.
10Glaab and Brown, History of Urban America, 44.
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When Slater came to this country from England in 1789, "he
brought with him a mixture of his country’s distasteful labor
practices" like child labor, says historian Ellsworth S.
Grant, and "a personal concern for the worker’s welfare."
His concern for his employees, who for the most part were women
and children, took the form of a type of paternalism which in
its effects strengthened his control over the work force and
provided him wit-h an additional source of profits. Thus, unlike
the capitalists of northern New England, who accepted greater
responsibility for their employees and attempted to shield them
from the evils of the factory system, Slater and most of those
who followed in his stead in the southern half of the region
placed profits first and employee welfare a distant second.

Shortly before the mill was completed in 1807, John Slater
moved to Sl’ate’rsville where he acted in the capacity of resident
manager, the beginning of a direct association between the Slater’
family and the village whIch lasted until the dawn of the 20th -

century. Although Samuel Slater never resided here on a permanent
basis, he conferred here with his brother often. A few years
before his death, he ahd John purchased the interests of their -j

associates in Slatersvllle to form a new partnership known and
Samuel and John Slater.

After John Slater’s death in 1843, his sons, John F. and
William, purchased the family holdings. From 1843 to 1853 they
leased a portion of the mill complex to Amos 0. Lockwood before
incorporating It again into their operations. In 1872 the
Slater brothers dIssolved their partnershIp, and William became
the sole proprietor of the Slatersville operation. By this
date the mills contained 26,824 spindles and 605 looms and
provided employment for 500 persons. During the previous year
the factories had processed 1,407,414 pounds of raw cotton
intQ 5,799,541 yards of sheeting, shlrting, flannel, and print
goods valued at S600,000. The mills continued to flourish
until the end of the century and as late as 1894 employed as
many as 700 persons. -

During this same period, the religious and ethnic composition
of Slatersville underwent a drastic change as Protestant old-
stock Americans were displaced in the mills and the village by
newly arrived Catholic Immigrants. Although some Irish settled
here, French Canadians from rural Quebec predominated. By 1872

11 - continued
ssEllsworth 5. Grant, Yankee Dreamers and Doers Chester,

Conn., n.d., 27.
GPO 892 455
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nearly two-thirds of the population was Catholic, and before
the end of the century the French population alone exceeded
50 percent. Other ethnic groups settled here as well, and by
1897 thirteen languages were spoken in the village.

After 1900 Slatersville began a gradual decline as a
manufacturing center. In that year the Slater family sold
the mills and village to James R. Hooper, a Boston banker, who
converted the mills into an operation to bleach, mercerize, and
dye cotton cloth. This "change in the character of the mi1l
according to Nebiker, "had a drastic effect on the vIllage."1
Because this new firm employed only 200 persons, many families
were forced to move elsewhere to find jobs. In 1915 Hooper sold
Slatersvllle to Henry P. Kendall, who owned almost all the
property here until 1955. Around that date he began to,sell the
houses to indiVidual owners, and in 1956 he shut down the mills
and moved his textile operations to the South. The mill buildings
remained vacant until 1958 when Glas-Kraft, Inc., a firm which
manufactures tape composed of fiberglass and kraft paper, located
here and began to utilize them.

‘2Nebiker, History of North Smithfield, 147.
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Property Owners [In correspondencewith owners refer to
- plat and lot numbers. Not all properties

have street numbers.]

Assessor’s Plat No. Owner
Lot No. Address
Street No. when available

14 . - Town of North Smithfield
22 - Main Street
Main Street Slatersville, R.I. 02876

i IndustrIal National Bank of
1914 Providence
7-9 MaIn Street 7-9 Main Street

Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

14 Edward and Lorette Gallant
- 193 11-13 MaIn Street

11-13 Main Street Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

4:’ Serafin H. & Irene Benevides
136 27 Main Street
27 Main Street-- Slatersville, R.I. 02876

14 Irene E. Enos
* 139 - . 29 Main Street

29 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02875

14 - Leonard F. Godfrey Jr.
128 18 Main Street
18 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 , Delima & -Orlelina I. Tessier
120 - 19 Main Street

19 MaIn Street - 51ate’5’ui31e, P.1. 02876

continued GPO 892 455
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14
119
35 Main Street

137
41 Main Street

14
121
45 Main Street

14
21
51 Main Street

14
20
55 Main Street

14

93
59 Main Street

19
6i Main Street

14

88
65 Main Street

Nazaine A. & Eve N. Courno.yer
35 Main Street
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

Reene & Anna Cournoy,er & Aldea
Carralho

41 Main Street
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

Edward J. and Judith A.
Jackson, -Jr.

145 Main Street
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

David & Theresa 0. McCreadee
51 Main Street
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

Raymond J. & Margaret M.
Fontaine, III

55 Main Street
Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

Earl F. & Err,rna 0. Cross
59 Main Street
Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

Alvis & Clarene Arsenualt
61 Main Street
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

Marc N. & ‘Carol A. Vadenais
65 Main Street
Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

continued
GPO 892 455



-I-.-

- !orm Pi 1O-300a
Rev, 10-74

UNITEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTHEIN’IERIOR
- FORNPS.USEONLY:--’-- *:.‘* -‘

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED .,‘. :.H.::. :..*r

CONTINUATION SHEET Slatersville ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE three

Roger & Lorraine’ Norm
111 ‘ 69 Main Street
69 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 - ‘ Leon & Josephine Atteridge
18 73 Main Street
73 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI
- Nestor & Lucille Zatonsky

126 - 75 Main Street
75 Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

Carol A. Naylor
124 77 MaIn Street
77-Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Rosarlo & Maria Piette
152 ‘ - 81 Main Street
8i Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 - Adolfe & Rita Plouffe
131 83-85 Main Street
83-85 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Mary E. Flynn
132 - 82-89 Main Street
82-89 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 0287-6

14 .Herve, & Germaine DuBoi’s
140 95 Main Street
95 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Peter B. Olej-nyk
130 90 Main Street
90 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

continued
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14 John & Lillian Cabrel
141 82-86 Main Street
82-86 MaIn Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 ‘ .
- Brian D. & Linda Martin

165 - - 80 Main Street
80 Main: Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

11 Pasquale & Dorothy Debellis
192 - 76 Main Street -

76 Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - Alexander & Rose Poy
173 72 Main Street
72 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - Dino & Dorothy Vetri
171 - 68 Main Street
68 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Clement P. & Beverly. Desmarais
136 . 62-64 Main Street
62-64 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 ,- PaulA& -

135 Herman Pou,drler Jr.
56-58 Main Street - 56-58 Maii1 Street

Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Paymond C. & Carol Church
127 52-524 Main Street
52-54 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 , Florence P. Allard
153 48 MaIn Street
48 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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U Helear Inc.
279 Main Street
Main USPO Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 - - - North Smithfield
317 Public Library
20 MaIn Street Library Slatersville, P.1. 02876

14 Charles & Puth Whittaker
157 - 100 Main Street
100 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

- William J. & Emilia C. Cornier
156 104 MaIn Street
104 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 -. Lewis & Frances Jackson
161 ‘- g6 Main Street
96 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Pobert & Eva Ramsay
11 99 Main Street
99 Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Town of North Smithfield
409 Main Street
Main Street - Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

4 Edward & Lorette Gallant
220 11-13 Main Street
Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Town of North Smithfield
224 Main Street
Main Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876
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14 Centennial Memorial Park Inc.
267 Howard Holt
Main Street . Smithfield Road

- Woonsocket, P.1. 02895 -

4 Richard P. & Judith A. MlLlette
151 - 56 Church Street
56 Church Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI- - Edwin & Georgiana Gregory
71 58 Church Street
58 Church Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

14 - John & Martha Martin
129 ‘27 Church Street
27 Church Street SlatersvIlle, P.1. 02876

4 ‘. William A & Mary Cournoer
119 46 Church Street
46 Church Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Walton & Margaret Mowry
122 47 Church Street
47 Church Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Pichard & Jane Payer
123 48 Church Street
48 Church Street Siatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Lucille E. Mousseau
38 50 Church Street
50 Church Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - . Saint John’s Poman Catholic
39 Church
Church Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

- continued GPO892455
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4 SaInt John’s Roman Catholic
314 . Church & Rectory -

Myrick Drive Myrick Drive
Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Saint John’s Poman Catholic
39 Church & Pectory
Church Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 ‘ - Daniel B. & Ida F. Middleton
307 , 62 N. Main Street
62 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Davis & Mary Depointe -

125 32 N. Main Street
32 N. Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - ‘ Lionel S. &:lrirginia Trudel
143 - 112 N. Main Street

- 42 N. Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Richard & Walde Brady
142 54 N. Main Street
54 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Daniel N. & June S. Couture
133 64 N. Main Street

* 64 N. Main-Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 N. Arnold & N. Andersen &
66 E.. Baily
98-100 N. Main Streets 98-100 N. Main Street

Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - A.P. & V Realty Inc.
65 do Albert Valliere
31 N. Main Streets Pound Pd. Pt. #2

Woonsocket, P.1. 92455continu
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1 A.P. & U. Realty, Inc.
65 do Albert Valliere, Pound Pd. Pt.#2
33 N. Main Street Woonsocket, P.1.

1 - -A.P. & U. Realty, Inc.
65 -

- Pound Road, Pt. #2
38 N. Main Street Woonsocket, R.I.

1 A.P. & U. Realty Inc.
65 - - Round Road, Pt. AR
N. Main Street Wponsocket, P.1.

1 . A.P. & U. Realty Inc.
65 Round Road, Pt. 42
37 N. Main Street Woonsocket, .R.I.

1 Doris Lefebure
64 , 138 N. Main Street
138 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Beatrice P. Barbosa Jr.
63 144-46 N. Main Street
1144-46 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 ‘ Edward Romeo & Rita LeBlanc
62 148 N. Main Street
148 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Gerald & Sandra Ventre
61 152-54 N. Main Stxeet
152-514 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 James K. & Jacqueline Keeger
60 - 160 N. Main Street
160 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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1 Gerald & Gilberta Leduc
53 184-86 N. Main Street
184-86 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - -. - Paul & Diana Lawhead
214 - 253 N. Main Street
253 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - Ed & Phyllis L. Harrison
164 - 233. N. Main Street
233 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Donald & Pauline Pagesse
162 227-29 N. Main Street
227-29 N. Main Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

1 -. Neil P. & Nora A. Coady
267 - - 217 N. Main Street
217 N. Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 . Samuel & Betty Walker
74 197 N. Main Street
197 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 William & Eleanor Bousquet
75 187 N. MaIn Street
187 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - Bruce P. & Carol J. Waterso-n
190 177 N. Plain Street
177 N. Main Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

1 - John Cavedon
77 161 N. Main Street
161 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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1 Maurice & Monique Belisle
78 - 151 N. Main Street
151 N. Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 -. John & Carol’ Wright
348 - - 77 N. Main Street
77 N. MaIn Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - John & Gertrude Wright
306 - 61 N. Main Street
6i N. Main Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

LI - Edwin -& Myrtle Gilpin
206 35 N. Main Street
35 N. MaIn Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - - Gary & Doreen Ezouski
419 ". North Main Street -

North Main Street S-latersville, P.1. 02876

1 Prudent & Madeline George
58-59 North Main Street
North Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 -- Joseph & Jeanne Palti, Jr.
169 802 VIctory Highway -

802 VIctory Higher Slatei’sville, P.1. 02876

4 Manuè & Irene Dupolnte
205 3-5 Ridge Road
3-5 Ridge Road - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 John & Gertrude Wright
314 . 12-18 Ridge Road
12-18 Ridge Road Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876
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1 Leopold & Evelyn Turenne
311 26-28 Ridge Road
26-28 RIdge Road , Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Richard & Joyce McDonald
312 34 Ridge Road
34 Ridge Road Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

1 Joseph & Maria Cardellee
3145 56 Ridge Road -

56 Ridge Road . - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 . Robert F. & Linda D. Porter,III
313 74 Ridge Road
74 Ridge Road . Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI. -. Thomas & Carole C. Roberts
209 39-43 Ridge Road
39-443 Ridge-Road Slatersville, R.I. 02876

4 - Charles & Mary P. Briggs
208 31-33 Ridge Road
31-33 RIdge Road Slatersvilie, P.1. 02876

4 . - Armand & Emma De Vaudreuil
207 - 21-23 RIdge Road
21-23 Ridge Road ‘ Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

LI Louis W. Chabot
210 61 Ridge Road
61 RIdge Road Slatersville, R.I. 02876

1 James & Hazel McDonald
300 - Ridge Road
Ridge Road Slatersville, R.I. 02876

continued GPO 892 455
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LI Glas-Kraft Inc.
41 William Deigmañ, Pres.
Railroad Street - . Railroad Street

-
. Slatersville, R.I. 02876

5 - Glas-Kraft Inc.
32 - Railroad Street
Railroad Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - Centennial Memorial Park Inc.
1402 Howard Holt
403 Smithfield Road
Railroad Street Woonsooket, R.I. 02895

4 --

215 - -

16 School Street -

-, Lewis L. & Patricia Ferruche
16 School Street
Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

5 William & Florence Twomey
1 20 School Street
20 School Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 -- - Carlton & Mildred Goss
305 - 22-24 School Street
22-24 School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 - - Bartrard & Anna Denevers
6 30 School Street
30 School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 Normaj’id & Marguerite Vadenals
7 - 34 School Street
34 School Street Slatersvllle, PJ. 02876

continued
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5 William & Alma Miller
8 42 School Street
62 School Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 - - - Harold & Lillian Kension
9 52 School Street
52 School Street-- Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

5 - The Congregational Church
10 Parsonage
56 School Street 56 School Street

Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

5 Ronald & Nancy Inzer
208 68 School Street
68 School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 -- David & Constance Morris
13 72 School Street
72 School Street Slatersville, R.I. 02876

5 Victor & Lillian Poirier
14 724 School Street
74 School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5 , Leo & Lucille Beaulieu
237 153 School Street
153 SchoolStreet Slatersville, R.I. 02876

Michael R. & Paulette Ethier &
11 Lubille A. Delannay
56-58 School Street 56-58 School Street

Slatersville, P.1. 02876

5’ Edward & Barbara Bouchard
105 249 ‘School Street
LI9 School Street . S-latersville, P.1. 02876

GPflVfl
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5 Town of North Smithfield
5 . - Main Street
School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - Albert & Jeanne Couture’
23 - , 2 Green Street
2 Green Street Slatersville, R.I. 02876

LI Edward & Loretta Gailent
24 - LI Green Street
LI Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Albert H. & Suzanne Forte
2l4 8 Green Street
8 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Bernard & Elizabeth Flynn
213 10 Green Street
10 Grëen’.Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Carolyn WIlks
212 14 Green Street
14 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Mark E. & Louise R. Lamountain
211 24 Green Street
24 Green £treet Slatersvtlle, P.1. 02876

1 Stephen & Susan Burke
83 40 Green Street
40 Green Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

1 - James & Nancy Hood
84 52-56 Green Street
52-56 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

FORNPSUSEONLY
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1 George W. & Evelyn E. Berule
85 , 62 Green Street
62 Green Street Slatersville, R.I. 02876

2 - - - Daniel & Sarah Andrews
29 66 Green Street
66 Green Street - Slatersville, RI. 02876

2 . - Robert & Lucille Miller
30 - - 80-82 Green Street
80-82 Green Street Slatersvllle, P.1. 02876

2 - - David & Marion Menearini -

114 86-88 Green Street
86-88 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 ., Harry & Carol Marquis
49 - - 96-98 Green Street
96-98 Green Street . Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 Harry & Carol Marquis
49 - 102-04 Green Street
102-04 Green Street Slatersvllle, R.I. 02876

2 - Henry & Lillian Stowe
79 - 108 Green Street
108 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 DanIel & Philis DeDentro
208 . 134 Green Street
134 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 - William F. & Florence Gurka
32 160 Green Street
160 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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2 Lawinde DeDentro
33 162 Green Street
162 Green Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 . - Theodore & Elma Lemieux
130 - 159 Green Street
159 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 Slatersville Cemetery Corp.
38 - Green Street -

Green Street Cemetery - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 Union Grange
37 Patrons ofHusbandy
Green Street -. Green Street

SlatersvIlle, P.1. 02876

2 -- . -Town of North Smithfield °-

36 - Main Street
Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Charles & Sharon Voger
26 55-57 Green Street
55-57 Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - Slatersville Congregational Church
25 Green Street
Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 - Carl 14. Christianson
31. - Green Street
Green Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

2 . - K. H. Corporation
28 Green Street

__iI:_2876
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5 - Robert A. Cole
10 62 School Street
62 School Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - . Amos Lunn
81 North Main St.
North Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Ruby Christianson
79 - North Main St.
North Main Street Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - Town of North Smithfield
82 North Main St.
North Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 -, NeilT. Coady
266 ‘- North Main St
North Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 32876

1 Gary & Doreen Ezousky
419 NorthNain St.
North Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - -- Roland & Dorothy Lefeb!lre
8o 105 N. Main St.
105 N. Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 - John & Joanne Dalti, Jr.
169 N. Main St.
N. Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

1 Norman & Barbara Warrington
293 N. Main St.
N. Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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1 . Raymond & Patricia Gauthier
201 91 N. Main St.
91 N. Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Town of North Smithfield
36 Main St. -

Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - - . - Florence A. Allard
255 Main St.
Main St. - . Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Raymond & Carol Church
256 Main Street
Main St. -- Slatersville, R.I. 02876

4 -‘ - Paul & Herman Poudrier
257 - Main St.
Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI - . Clement & Beverly Desmarais
253 Main St.
Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Dino & Dorothy Vetri
260 Main St.
Main St. - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

LI Alexander & Pose Poy
259 Main St.
Main Street - Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 Pasquale & Dorothy DeBellis
258 Main St. -

Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876
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4 Bryan & Linda Martin
261 - Main’St.
Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - - John & Lillian Cabral
262 Main St.
Main St. -- S1atersvil1e, H. I. 02876

LI - Malvina Olynyk -

263 - Main St.
Main St. - - Slatersville, R.I. 02876

LI Louis & Frances Jackson
264 Main St.
Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

- ‘- Ruth Whittaker
265 Main St.
Main St. Slatersville, R.I. 02876

LI William & Emelia Cormier
266 Main St.
Main St. Slatersville, P.1. 02876

4 - Joseph Strepek & Walter
270 Karezmarazyk -

Main St. - Main St.
-

. Slatersville, R.I. 02876

4 Centennial Memorial Park, Inc.
402 Howard Holt
Main St. Smithfield Road

Woonsocket, P.1. 02895

GPO 892 455



Slatersville Historic DistrictMain, Green, Church, and School Sts.and Ridge Road -

Slatersvllle, Rhode Island
Photo No. 1 -

By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLI-rNegatj at: 1153, RCRS - -Date: May, 1978 -

View: From northeast, showing frontnorth facade and east end ofSlater office building.
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Slatersville Historic District
Main, Green, Church, and School Sts.

and Ridge Road
Slatersville, Rhode Island -

Photo No. 3
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH
Negative at: HSS, HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From northeast, showing north
side of l89 Weaving Building, rear
east facade of Slater No. 1 Miii
a1portions of other buildings incomplex.

Slatersville Historic District

Main, Green, Church, and School Sts

and Ridge Road
Slatersvilie, Rhode Island

Photo No.
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH

Negative at: HSS, HCRS

Date: May, 1978

View: From southeast, showing portion

of public library and front south

facades and east ends of early wcrker

house and commercial buildings on

Main Street.
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Slatersviile Historic District
Main, Green, Church, and School Sts.

and Ridge Road -
Slatersviile, Rhode Island

Photo No. 5
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH
Negative at: HSS, HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From northwest, showing rear
north facades and west ends of
commercial buildings on Main Street.

-

r
Slatersvilie Historic District
Main, Green, Church, and School Sts.

and Ridge Road
Siatersvilie, Rhode Island

Photo No. 6
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH
Negative at: HSS, HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From southeast, showing front
south facades and east ends of
early mill houses on Main Street.
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Slatersvjlle Historic DistrictMain, Green, Church, and School Sts.and Ridge Road
Slatersville, Rhode Island

Photo No. 7
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLHNegatjv at: I-ISS, HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From southeast, showing portionof Congregatjo Church and frontsouth facade and east end of JohnSlater House on School Street.

Slatersvjlle Historic District
Main, Green, Church, and School Sts.and Ridge Road
Slatersvilie, Rhode Island

Photo No. 8
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH
Negative at: HSS,’HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From southeast, showing front
south facades and east ends of
early mill houses, Elisha Bartett
House, and Memorial Town Building onGreen Street.
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Slatersville -Historic District
Main, Green, Church, arid School Sts.

and Ridge Road
Slatersville, Rhode Island

Photo No. 9
By: Ralph J. Christian, AASLH L
Negative at: HSS, HCRS
Date: May, 1978

View: From southwest, showing front
south facades and west ends of
later worker housing Main Street.
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. Check One -

C Excellent Good C Fair C Deteriorated C Ruins - C Unexposed
- :,.

CONDITION
- check000 .. CheckOne .

Altered * C Unaltered C Moved OrlgIr.oI Site F
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL it known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- IT>.

Slatersville caine into being as- a center for the cotton textile manufacture
in 1805. Located in the still rural town of North Smithfield, the village
is set on the banks of the Branch River below a -resevoir constructedto
furnish power for the mills. It’s five principle thoroughfares -- Main * *

Street, North Main, Green Street, School and Railroad Avenue -- converge ‘r
haphazardly around the village mills, forming a radial transportation
network linking it to surrounding villages and highways. Rows of one and - -

two-and-a-half story frame houses are rangedcompactly along its streets - .

forming a quiet, homogeneousfoil for the principle architectural accents . -.

‘of the village: the mill complex in the river valley and, dramatically
sited on the. high land above, the. twin commercial blocks and the village . .:
green with its church. - They are the functional as well as the-visualfocal - --.

points of Slatersville.
- T * . -

The mill buildings are situated besidepower canalsparallel to the rive. i-n
* The complex is dominated by a large four story stone mill ItAlt on the site

mplan built in 1826 to replace a mill of c.l806 destroyed by fire. The
1826 mill had a clerestory monitor roof; its asymmetrically placed stair -

tower was finishedwith a rather eccleàjahtical two stage belfry and
steeple. The building has undergone major alteratIons: the clerestory

-

monitor was - replaced by an additional full story beneath a near flat roof, -

and the tower made taller, the old belfry and spire supplanted by a -
. -. . -

smaller arcaded belfry. Behind the 1826 mill stands a second stone mill - -- -.

1843, "B". MOdifications similar to those of the 1826 mill are found c-:
here. Adjacent to the 1826 mill is a brick weave shed ctlctt added in 1894.

- - opposite the weave shed -on- the banks of the river stands a small *one and - - - -

-a half story clapboard clad mill structure MDII with "trapdoor’t monitor-
- roof. This last building is all that remains of the original l806 mill:: -

complex.- - - - - - . - . - - -

-- - . z.
The twin commercial blocks ttEtt and Ft on Main Street were erected by the ‘-" - - -

mill owners. Though nearly identicaZ, they were built two decadesapart . -- -

*the first in 1850, the second in 1870. They stand three and a half stories
tall and have pitched roofs. Each was designed to hold three stores. -, --

Their walls are of stone rubble construction faced with brick on the - - ,:
principle facade above the ground floor. Monolithic granite piers and - .. -

*
spandrels form - the skeletal framework of the ground floor, elevation.

The North Smithfield Town. Hall Ito. is located beside the. commercial -. - :.- -

blocks. This 1920 brick neo-Georgian structure was built on the site- of --

a long established hotel and boarding house. The Town Hall, of minor - - -

architectural importance, -achieves a measure of - dignity by vir’ture of its -

colossal pedimented porchand its situation atop hig1 ground.The -- -

commercial blocks and the Town -Hall occupy the center of Slatersville. - But
- they are central in more-than a geographic sense:1by, 9tion,-design and

See Continuation Sheet

-- -T
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material they have a monumentality which defines the village center. They -

- ‘ constitute a nucleic ttdowntownlt -‘ - -

Slatersville is one of two villages in Rhode Island witIextant common.
* The Slatersville common "H" is a triangular tree-planted greensward set
on an elevated plateau overlooking the mill complex. A row of six
awenings face the common from the Green Street side. Dating c.l8lO-c.l820,
they are gable-roofed clapboard, structures, two and a half stories high,
with central chimneys and central entrances, built to house mill workers.

- School Street, forming the southern edge of the common, runs along the -

crest of the hillside which descendsto the mills. A low stone wall borders
the street. At the head of the common stands the Congregational Church
"I". This Greek Revival building, erected by the mill owners in 1838
and enlarged in - 1895, is a fine ekample of the small but imposing rural
churches of the period. It is a rame structure, clapboard on the back and
sides, clad with flush boarding on the front. The entrances are set within
a colossal tetrastyle Doric portico which has a full entablature and pedi
ment surmountedby a two stage belfry and octagonal spire a diminished --

version of the original spire which toppled in the l38 hurricane . - -

A Roman Catholic Church, -Saint Joseph’s .tJt, on Church Street, is on the -

outskirts of the village. This ample Carpenter Gothic structure, now con-’
siderably altered, was built in 1872. - It was erected by the French Canadian
community which composedthe major portion of the population of Slatersville

- in the late nineteenth century. The - Kendall Dean School "1<" on Greene ‘,

- Street illustrates the spiritless neo-Georgian made common in the 1930’s. -

Both the school and the Catholic church are inconspicuously sited. Their
position in the layout of the village masks their important role in the
life of Slatersville. -. -

The majority of the houseswhich form the background for the focal buildings
of the village were built by the mill owners for their employees. The -,

pre-1840 dwellings follow eighteenth century prototypes; this is best - , -

-. exemplified by the houses which face the common on GreeneCg&eet and the
- nearby houses beà-±de-rthechurch on School Street. Mill housing dating:’ -

- c.l840 - c.l870 is more modest in scale --- small double èottages with -:

rudimentary Greek Revival detail. . -. - - .: - - ‘- ‘ :- - -

- - In the first decadesof the textile manufacure at Slatersvillé the homes --

- - of mill owners, - agents and the houses belonging-to independent business
men were very much akin to the housing provided for mill operatives. By
the 1850’s this situation began to change. The large 3reelc Revival house
at 2 Greene Street tILl; with Doric portico and side porch was built by -

Dr. Elisha Bartlett, John Slater’ s son--in-1aw. . The -now demolished Slater
family mansion,jof a somewhat later date, had a’high mansard roof and four

- - -- - -- - - - :- -- - -‘ - - -: --r-’; GPO921-72’ ‘;: --
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* story corner tower. At North Main Street is the Queen Anne Style .7. H.
Parkis House c.l880, IIMTt. Parkis ‘ran the general store and post office.
His house was in an -area beyond the village center where the houses of - -

- independent business men are concentrated. - ‘ -

The bounds of the Slatersville -Historic District are as - follows: Starting
at the intersection of Victory Highway Route 102 and North Main Street,
all the lots on either side - of North Main Street south to Main Street and -

Greene Street are within the district; all lots on either side of Ridge
Road, Myrick Drive and Church Street are within the’ district; all lots -

* on either side of Greene Street from North Main Street to PachecoDrive are
within the district; all - lots on either -side of School Street from Greene

- - Street to the southeast property line of lot 237, plat 3 are within the -

district, also all lots between School Street and the Branch River as far
as the southeast property line of lot 237, plat 3; all lots on either side
of Providence Pike from Main Street to Graham Drive; all property between
Graham Drive and the Branch River and continuing east from the end of -

Graham Drive along the river bank as far as a point opposite the southeast
* boundary line of lot 237, plat 3; and from there running north to join the -

- southeast boundary of that lot; all lots on either side of Main Street from
North Main Street to the western border of lot 11, plat 4, and from there -

the district boundary runs down to the Slatersvifle Reservoir; thedistrict
- includes the reservoir -and all property surrounding it to a distance of -

* 200’ from the shore line see site plan. - -

-- - -- - - - - ,_ --- -- - _- - -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - ‘ - ‘

In 1790 the firm of Almy and Brown, - with the essential assistance -

of Samuel Slater, had established the first successful cotton mill in -

America. In that undertaking, - the Slater Mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
these three men developed industrial and business techniques which made - -

cotton textile manufacture the earliest major mechaniced industry of the - --

United States. Fifteen years after establishing the Pawtucket mill, Almy.
and Brown joined as’ equal parthers with Samuel and John Slater in a new*
and again pioneering enterprise:, the - Slatersville mills. - -‘

By 1800 the site of what became Slatersville, referred to in deeds as -, - -

"Buffam’s Mills" or "Buffam’s Bridge", was occupied by a grist mill, -

sawmill, several dwellings, and a hatter’s shop. Between Nay, 1805 and
March, 1806, Almy and Brown bought 230 acres at tBuffam’sBridge" and half-

- the water power rights. In May, 1806 they sold a half interest in these
holdings to Samuel and John Slater -for $4,641. In subsequentyears, - -

- they bought upthe remaining water rights at "Buffam’s Bridge", began
construction of the cotton mill complex, -store and-housing for mill
oprratives. The mill was set in operation July 4, 1807. It did not take
long for the name Slatersvi11e to come into use, and in 1832 the Slaters
took full financial control.- , Members of the family owned the, property ‘ -

through 1900. - -:

- H’ -* - -

- -: - - -

- -: ‘ --

Slatersville was tixe first textile mill village in Rhode Island, perhaps
in the nation. The venture proved that a rural mill site could be a --

success, provided it had a good water privilege improved with a technica1l
adequate mill, and the owners could attract operatives by supplying decent-
housing and wages. - Slatersville also displayed the advantagesof a’’ -- -

heavily capitalized operation. It was the largest textile undertaking -‘

iniRhode Island for some twenty years, 1eingvalued at S240,000.,in 1832."-

The ethnic history of. Slatersville is as telling as its economic history.
The original settlers at ,"Buffamts Bridge" were of English extraction. --

Throughout the -first half of the nineteenth century Slatersville remained
a predominantly Anglo-Saxon community, from mill owner to operative. The

-- Rhode Island census of 1875 revealed a radical change. By this date 87%

- - -- -
- - - See Continuation Sheet - -- -
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of the population was either foreign born or of foreign parentage. A small -

portion of this immigrant- population was Irish, the vast majority French
Canadian. Slatersville, like so many manufacturing centers, becamea focus
of settlement for immigrants aspiring to a better life.- Yet the mills and
village itself remainedin the hands of the Protestant Slaters. - Social and
economic structure of the village is revealed in the suggestivecontrast -

betweenthe - site of - the Congregationalchurch on-the green and the visually
unimportant- site - of Saint ‘Joseph’s:on- Church: Street. -

The beauty of Slatersville -- of its setting, its architecture, and its -

picturesque layout -- have long ‘been admired. This is due, in - part, to
the efforts of Henry P. Kendall, - who purchasedthe $latersville mills - and
village in 1915. Mr. Kendall was an idealist. He wanted to make Slatersvil:
a model, a place of high principle and moral rectitude, based on a sentiment
alized conception of the typical New England village. According to a news-

- paper article of 1930, Kendall was transforming Slatersville into tt...one
of those typical New England villages which are frequently found in - -

settlements never dominatedby industry." He directed that the "bare" mill
houses be individualized by addingporticoes and side porches, building
arbors, planting trees and by paining the housesdifferent colors.

In 1954 Slaters-ville ceasethtobe a company town. The mill closed and the
houseswere sold. Despite the idealizing efforts of- Henry Kendall, we ‘:- -: -

still perceive the intimate relationship betweenmill and village which
was the reason for the existence of Slatersville ,for 150 years. As an --J - --

observer reported in the second decadeof the XIX century, "Who can look - -‘

upon such manufacturingvillages as this, without regarding them as the --

germ of the future Manchestersof America?" - : -- - - -

What is particularly appealing about Slatersville is its comprehensability -

the way in which its physical being conveys the life of the community- a centt
ago. Each componentexpressesan activity- or function vital to the -

- : --

community -- reservoir, mill, stores, Town- Hall, church and dwellings. ‘ Thea’
are interrelated -and bound together by the -‘ street pattern, the background --

buildings and the topography to create a unified and well, definedvillage
matrix.
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Slatersvilie Historic Distrit -- S

2. LOCATION
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Rhode Island Providence North Smithfield
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