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Fom 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR STATE:

r / July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Washington
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Type all entries - completeapplicable sections
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* coMMoN:

Palmer-NorthrupHouse . .. .

ANDOR HISTORIC: . . . *
. I -

ftLOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER: . .

7919 Post Road, Wickford . . . . . .,, .
.

CITY OR TOWN: . .

.-.

- 4North Kingstown . . . .

STATE
. CODE COUNTY: . - . CODE

Rhode Island, 02852 Washington
.

CLA$5IFICATION

I - CATEGORY ....- . OWNERSHIP *.
- . STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
Check One . . T0 THEPUBLIC

U, t,.
C Agricultural C Government r

- ‘ Park C Transportation * C Comments t

C Commercial C Industrial Private Residence C Other $peclfr

C Educotionol - C Military . C Religious . ..

C Entertainment C Museum -. C Scientific

___________________ ________________

r 0WNER0FPPOPERTY tt
- OWNERS NAME: .

- Mrs. Hiram Eliason
Li STREET AND NUMBER: - . . . . .

w 7919 Post Road, Wickford: .

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

North Kingstown . .

PTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

North Kingstown Town HaU ‘ . . ., . . .- .

STREETANONUMBER: . . .

80 Boston Neck Road . .

CITY OR TOWN: . . STATE . .

North Kingstom

REPRESENTAtIoN IN EXISTING SURVEYS , .
. J

TI TLE OF SURVEY: ., 1

Historic American Buildings Survey . . . --

DATE OF SURVEY:1940, 1957 Federal 0 State C County 0 Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS.. c . . * - . z

Library of Congress . . ..; . .. . .

STREET AND NUMBER:

IndependenceAvenue and 1st treet, S. E. I
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE j- -

Washington District of Columbia 11 I
L I i 4.

..

. I .
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DESCRIPTION

/ I.

C Excellent - r Good ‘ C Fair

Ch:ck one

C Ruins C Unexposed
CONDITION ChkO Checkone

Altered C Unaltered C Moved , Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL II known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The two-story, gable-roofed,end-chimneyhouse shown as Hafltstt :
on an estate map of 1802 and known as the Palmer-Northup house, near
the Post Road just north of Wickford, is located in the-immediatevici- -

nity of the trading post Roger Williams established in 1638 and where
soon after l6hh he built the permanenthouse he occupied for at least six ul-- ,‘ -

years. It is adjacent to Smith’s Castle, the trading post Richard Smith
built at Cocumscussocabout l6ljl. Williams sold his trading post and ‘

other Cocumscussocproperty to Smith in l65.i, and there has been some ‘. -

- confusion about the history- of his house; but there is good reasonto ‘.

believe that the old part of the Palmer-Northuphouse may have been f.‘Williams’s trading post and that it somehow--asSmith’s Castle did not--
survived the firebrands of King Philipts War. . .

- As originally built, this part of the house, measuring only about
-

210 by 17’, was a true gable-roofed, one-room, story-and-a-half "Rhode
Island stone-ender,"with a massive exposedstone chimney forming the rn -

major part of the northeast wall. Sometime before l7bO or 17b5 the house rn
was expandedon the south, raised to two full stories and covered with a
new gabled roof; but the stone chimney--thoughincreased in height by-a

-

new brick top--has retained it5 original form with cap intact. Z

The original low-ceiled kitchen-keeping room measuring approximately -i
16? by 181, with its exposed and chamfered girta and posts and its now
cased summer beam about 12" by 12" in section and running at right angles -
to the chimney, has also survived with comparatively little alteration

-and serves as an authentic example of early building practice. - Probably
when the house was enlarged the massive fireplace opening was reduced in -I I,
size, a bee-hive oven built in on the right- side and new mantel acings -

added, but the original lintel--about 12tI deep--is still in the chimney- o
breast. The present staircase to the upper chamberruns up -from the-
original old entrance on the southwest wall and past the southeastcorner

,

of the original house, where part of its original corner-post, together
with the brace beam and the original roof plate, combine to indicate the "y -

original half-story height of the old attic chamber. The post for the , - -‘ -

northeast corner--this one complete with its tenon and measuring 3’IO’ I’
from the attic floor--can also still be seen behindan attic closet door. y- -.

As said above, sometime before 171t0 or 17b5 the house was expanded
- on the southeast,when two rooms, a dining room and a second room now - ,

serving as a kitchen, were added on the ground story and the whole was jt

converted into a two-story house of about 33’ by 210. A new brick section
was built on top of the original stone chimney to bring it above the new -

roofline, and a second chimney of brick was built against the -old for - -

fireplaces in the new dining room and the chamberabove. The fireplaces
in these new rooms are set diagonally across the room corners, a typical

-

mid-eighteenth-century practice. The om-story mantel -in the -dining room

- I -. ‘ -‘ .‘ .. -- See Continuation Sheet
if."
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__________ ____ ____

V
- - . - PERIOD Check One or More as Appropriate - -

-
I * -.

- C Pre-Columbian , 0 16th Century ] 18th Century C 20th Century ,

- -
- C 15th Century 17th Century -, - - C 19th Century. - . - -

- SPECIFIC OAT ECS if Applicable and Known C. 16L0 * l7h0
-

AREAS or SICNt FICANCE ‘Check One or More as Appropriate

- Aboriginal C EduCation 0 Political , C Urban Plonning

- - - C Prehistoric -

- Engineering C Religion/Phi- - C Other Specify

D Historic
-- C Industry losophy

________________________

C Agriculture
- C Invention C Science - -

- - ArchiteCture
- C Landscape C Sculpture

__________________________

-

- C Art - Architecture C Social/Human- - ‘ - . .

- I Commerce C Literature - itarian -
-- C Communications -

- C Military -
- C Theater

________________________

C Conservation C Music C Transportation

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANc E

The 17th-century character of the onginal interior, chimney and
frame,, and the deed from Roger Williams to Richard Smith, cmld estab

- lish this as a building from the first generation of settlement in Rhode
- Island. The house may well have been here before Cocumscussoctook its

present shape and before the Indian war of 1675. As a trading post only
o - a mile from the harbor landing which would become iJpdikets New Town now-
- Wickford, and across the trail from Cocumscussoc,it will have been anI

important station on a very old road which still serves the west coast ‘

- of Narragansett Bay. Happily, this building was never thought of as :,
- large or important enough to warrant drastic restoration: therefore the
- character of the present interiors on the 1710 side of the house has stir-

- - vived, and the fireplace of the older side has not been restored to its -s-. - - original breadth and depth. Some exploration of the cavities in the
- chimney would be rewarding, as would an investigation of the largely-

-z unexcavatedarea under the house. The floor framing was measuredand
drawn for the Historic American Buildings Survey plans of l9ItO.

-

The preservation of the Palmer-Northuphouse seems assured, itssite is reasonablyprotected. With Cocumscussoc,it forms a small echo - 4:-:of some of the Massachusettscoastal-village asSociations of 17th- - - -
- - century buildings with 18th-century accretions, and it also echoessuch

- - ,*
- an ecology as -the HempsteadandHuguenot houses in New London, Conriècti-

- cut.- - * - . -
- - - -:. ,: --

-- - - - , - -.- -- -
-- - -

- V - - - - ---
- - - - - - - -

- - -
- L - -.. - -

t

* - - -
-.-- :---- - - - - ‘- --

-- - - -- - --,-- t*----T---- --

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - *

F
- v:--
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- --
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Washington

- -
- FOR NPS USE ONLY

- ENTRY NUMCER DATE . -

- - Continuation Sheet - -

Ntmeber all entries - -

7. Description.
- *- - - - Vt
- -* - probably dates from after the Revolution, but the fireplace in the room

above is finished with a panelled mantel-breast extending from floor to - -

- - ceiling and belongs to the date of the house’s enlargement. There is space
-

- on the floor betweenthe upper reachesof the two chimneys to allow for a - -

- - - closet and a stairway to the new garret. Over the newer part of the house,
-

- the garret has a remarkable built-in room which utilizes for its uprights - - -

-the braces of the rafters. - - - -
--

-

All the stairs appear to hve-heen altered and are without architec-
tural features. - The original windows for the old part of the house have -

- ---all been replaced, and the presentwindows probably partly restorations -

- by Norman Morrison Isham vary from l2-over-l2 and 9-over-9 to 6-over-6 i,-} -

sash. There are a number of early battendoors with long strap hinges and
old latches, and the old kitchen fireplace has retained an l8th-century- -

crane. - -

Externally the house is eye-catching becauseof its two chimneys of -

clearly different ages, its four completely different façades--noneof
which is symmetrical--and its picturesque placement in a disciplined en-

- dave of stone walls within a wilderness of ledge and boulders. - 1:-.
Surrounding properties are largely state-owned--including an old -

burial-ground which may be that of the Palmer and Northup families--and - - - --

are quite unlikely to suffer from modern subdivision; across,the highway *- -

lies the protected estate of Cocumscussoc,the later home of Roger-
-

Williams’s friend and buyer--this recently added to the National Register. -
-

-- The Pamer-Nortbrqp-houseis occupied and well maintained by the present,- * - - -

private owners. - - - - - - - - - - - ‘ : -

* .*- .,-.* - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - }
-

- - - - - .-: f - - - -- - - - - -

- - - - ‘ -- * - - :- - - .- -

- -- - - - - - -, *

- - --- ---
-* .5-:.-

- - - ---

-:

- - ,-, - -- - -;--:4 - - -
- - - - - tt.

* p:.

-- * - -

_____

-

GPO 921.724,
- -
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Woodward, Carl R.: Plantation in Yankee -Land Chester, Connecticut, 1971.
Isham, Norman N., andWall, Albert F.: Early Rhode Island Houses Prod.

- dence,-RhodeIsland, 1900. -1’ 2;- -.- -- - -- -

ria GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF. A PROPERTY

-
- R

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Dprees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
- NW - . - . - - -

-
o 3436.83. 71 o 27 ‘40.95-

- NE, - a -- . 0 . *. - -

SE ° ‘ - . -------- --- - -

I- SW 0 ° . , - -

- APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: s1ight1yjre thanor arrO * - -

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FDR*PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ;, -t -

STATE: - - - ‘ - - - CODE COUNTY - -- : - - - CODE

STATE: - - ‘- - - .- -: CODE COUNTY:-, --
- -‘‘‘ - - p - - CODE

STATE: - , .- - ,- CODE COUNTY: -
- - ,, CODE

STATE: ; CODE COUNTY --. - - - CODE

fti :F0RM PREPAPED BY

ORGANIZATION

Rhode Island Historical PreservationCaitnission

rr

L. .:

--

It

- -

-1’

: -

- -

.4 £- -

-
- -:

- -

C -

STREET AND NUMBER

John Brown House,-52Power Street

DATE

July’ 3, 1972

- -‘ - - - -

Downing, Chairman; Winslow Ames, Member - - -

- -

- - -‘ ‘- ,

._c_E.?:!’..F

STATE - - - - - - - CODE

Rhode Island, 02906 - -- - Ldt
:

Liaison Officer for the Na-
Act of 1966 Public I,aw

this property for inclusion

-

- - -

I hereby certify that this property is Includedin the

Notional Register. -

certify that it hasbeen

criteria and procecturesset
Service. The recommended

-nomination is:

- -- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - . -
Chief. Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

- - -

Local 0 - - - - - - I - -- -

-
- -

-- Date -- - - -

.

AflE5T -- - * -

- - - --

- - - Keeper of The National Register

- Date

-
GPO *ot.oe7
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ithode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photr4raph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z 4AME’’ .
* ..o COMMON: PaTb-ner-NorthrnpHoiie

- AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- ION -

U STREET AND NUMBER:

7919 Post Road, Wickford
CITY OR TOWN:

North Kingstown
STATE:

I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Wa.9hington
. .

Z ._.

- IPHOTO CREDIT:

JATE OF PHOTO: 19’?].
LU INEGATIVE FILED AT:

-

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior detail of exposed original stone chimney on the north
east front of the expandedhouse, showing addedtop stage of
chinrney in brick.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entriesattach toorencloaewith photography
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

o COMMON: Palmer-NorthrupHouse
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

U ¶TREET AND NUMBER:

7919 Post Road, Wickford
CITY OR TOWN:

North Kings town
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island r Washington 009
-

- ‘HOTOCREDIT:NOt known
ATEOFPHOTO:C. 1910-1950; copy negative, 1972

LU IEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,
LU John Brown House 2 Power Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02906
"I

kEkYFICATON___________
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON, ETC.

Exterior, looking south and showing exposedstone chimney, with
newer portion of the house and new chimney to the left.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES WhiflgtOfl
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z
o COMMON: Palmer-NorthrupHouse
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- ll..OCATION
U ITREET AND NUMBER:

7919 Post Road, Wlckford
CITY OR TOWNI

North Kingst own
STAI’EI CODE COUNTY: - CODE

Rhode Island Washington 009

z PHQT*REFERENC
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: B. Christopher Bene

DATE OF PHOTO: 1972
LU E6ATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
LU John Brown House. Power Street Providence, Rho4e Ir19Q.4

tq1FITIO$ -

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Exterior, looking east and showing small added eli at left.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY

Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

-

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER OATE

o COMMON: Palmer-NorthrupHouse
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

.. ............ ..... ....... .. ......... ... .......,., .......,.... ...,... .-....

1 ;::..: :.x.r.. ::2..::; .:2:: .;.; SY&:.f .S>.a.s.*..:::::: :;._ . .‘:$:.:.i.:- .LS..

U STREET AND NUMBER:

7919 Post Road, Wickford
ITY OR TOWN:

North Kingstown
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island LL Washin ton 009
Z :,4OT E:RENC . fl... :.

- ‘HOTO CREDIT: -.

jDATE OF PHOTO: 1971
LU INEGATIVE FILED AT:

LU :.:c..:.:.y. .. .. :... . :.:.: c.y... . .,....... ...z.y..:.. :....:.,.:.:c...,. .:.:.. ..*....X..cc.,:.x. c:., .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Northeast side of original one-room portion of the house, showing
hearth with oven behind door at right, exposedcorner-post and
girt, cased.summer-beam.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE pJiode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Washington
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM . FORNPS USE ONLY

; ..

Typeall entries attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMSER

J

DATE

o COMMON: Palmer-NorLhin House
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

ockiiotj, I .& a a I4fr 4 WA z -

U .ITREET AND NUMBER:

7919 Post Road,Wickford
CITY OR TOWN:

North Kin gstown
I’ STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island lilt WaShington 009
.P11.Q19R

- ‘HOTO CREDIT:

ATE OF PHOTO: 1971
LU IEGATIVE FILED AT:

LU
‘_

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Detail of presentdining-room in the later part of the house,
looking north and showing fireplace.
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1Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY

Washington
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

U Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith map ENTRY NUMBER DATE

IL:..sAE: .. ....

o COMMON: Palmer-Northrup House
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

-

STREET AND NUM BER:
U 7919 Post Road, Wickford

CITY OR TOWN:

North Kings town
STATE: I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island r Washington 009
i..:

SOURCE:

- U. S. GeologicalSurvey
CALE: 1: 21,000

DATE: l97: .

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broUndariss whor. requir.d.
2. North arrow.

3 Latitud, and longitude r.f.r.nce.


