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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Silas Casey Farm is a well-preserved, still-functioning example
of an early eighteenth-century South County farm. At the heart of its
acreage stands the Casey house, built by Silas Casey's father-in-law,
Daniel Coggeshall between 1725 and 1750. To the north of the house a
number of farm outbuildings, including a barn and various connecting
sheds which house riding-horses, dairy cows, chickens, and other farm
animals,

While the outbuildings have been replaced through the years, the
Silas Casey "mansion house," as old records call it, has remained sub-
stantially as it was first built. It is a simple two-story clapboarded
dwelling, timber-framed upon a very low cellar foundation, with four
bays across its south or entrance front. 1Its roof is of a typical
early (c.1720-1750) gable-on-hip-form.

* Originally, the house must have been of the five-room, central-
chimney plan, having two large rooms opening laterally off the front
stair hall and three smaller rooms to the rear. On the first floor the
original partitions in the rear have been removed to create one large
room and an adjoining bath. A one-room, one-story ell has been projected
from the north wall at the east end of the house--probably fairly early
in its history.

The interior detail of the house is severely plain. The small front
entry contains a stairway rising in three short runs; it has railings
molded only on the outer face and sawn, flat S-shaped balusters and
turnip finials, and the two posts are finished with heavy elongated
acorn drops also of very early eighteenth century form. Corner-posts are
finished with three-quarter-round beaded moldings, and panelling is

_restricted to the fireplace walls. On the first floor, the fireplace
treatments in the two front rooms consist of a panelled cupboard to the
. right and a glass-doored cupboard above--the back of the latter slanting

against the tapering chimney. Upstairs, the southeast room has a
bolection-molded overmantel panel (the overmantel of the southwest room
is missing--if, indeed, there ever was one); both rooms have bolection-
molded chair-rails, which may have been found throughout the house
“originally. . : Ty .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Silas Casey Farm is a fine example of an l8th-century New
England farm. Its working outbuildings, its fields bordered by hand-
some stone walls and populated by cows and horses, and its fine house
are typical of what much of Rhode Island's South County must have been
like preceding and directly following the Revolution. In that period
the area was the home of the landed merchant-farmer, and was dis-
tinguished by -a height of culture and activity unknown anywhere else 2
in Rhode Island at that date, with the exception of Newpert (with which v K
the South County had considerable contact by water),

The architecture of the Casey house combines the floor plan,
framing, and overall simplicity of most mid-l8th-century building with
a few finer signs of prosperity: including the gable-on-hip roof and
the two slant-back, glass-doored fireplace cupboards. The.entry hall : R
and stairway are noteworthy both for their handsomeness and for their ' -
typicality.

INSTRUCTIONS

The house was the scene of a Revolutionary skirmish between sailors
from a British vessel blockading the west channel of Narragansett Bay
and patriotic scouts quartered for the night at the Casey Farm. The
British surprised the patriots, but most of them escaped unharmed.
house, however, was riddled with bullet-holes--the parlor door still
displaying one such puncture as a reminder.

SEE

The

The Caseys were a distinguished and public-serving family.
for whom the farm was named, was a prosperous Narragansett Bay
ship-owner, who sacrificed four of his vessels to Revolutionary pri-

. vateering. His son, Wanton, fought in the Revolution and was a charter
’ member of the Kentish Guards. Both men were members of the vestry in
their churches. Throughout the history of the family, Casey men served .-
in various military and naval capacities in various wars. General ' -ﬂ -
Thomas Lincoln Casey {(d. 1896) fought in the Civil War and rose there- e
after to the post of Chief of Engineers of the U. 5. Army. In that 23
position he was charged with strengthening ‘the foundations and completing
the top part of the Washington:. Monument; he also oversaw the
construction of the Library of Congress bullding.

Silas,

{See Continuation Sheet)
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8. Significance
hundred

The Silas Casey Farm includes nearly. thtee' n" acres of unspoiled
woods and fields and for this reason, besides its historical and
family associations, is important to any conservation considerations
in Rhode Island. This property relates very congenially to public
land-holdings on_the east (the University of Rhode Island campus) and
also to the nearby Narrow River, currently an ocbject of conservation
efforts. The land, house and outbuildings of the Casey Farm are
fortunately in the ownership and care of the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities.
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Casey (Silas) Farm

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Washington North Kingstown

STREET AND NUMBER

Boston Neck Road, 0.3 miles north of Ferry Road, Saunderstown

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Mo Society for the|°*™

NEGATIVE FILED ATThe Society for

Preservation of New England 1972 the Preservation € New Eng-
Antiquities land Antiquities, 1ll1 Cam-
4. IDENTIFICATION bri Street (o] a-
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. chusetts, 0211]_1

View of farmhouse and outbuildings from the south-west.
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asalgned by NPS)

Casey (Silas) Farm

" 2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Rhode Island Washington North Kingstown

STREET AND NUMBER

Boston Neck Road, 0.3 miles north of Ferry Road, Saunderstown

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

rHoTo crREDITThe Society for the [PATE NEGATIVE FILED AThe Society for
Preser.vation of New England 1972 the Preservation of New Eng-
Antiquities land Antiquities, 1Ll Cam-

4. IDENTIFICATION bridge Street, B a-
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. chuaetta’ 0211h

Exterior of farmhouse from the south-west.
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- 1. NAME
i COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asslgned by NPS)

Casey (Silas) Farm

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Washington North Kingstown

STREET AND NUMBER

Boston Neck Road, 0.3 miles north of Ferry Road, Saunderstown

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
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Preservation of New England 1972 the Preservation of New Eng-
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Fireplace wall in east parlour, first floor.
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SILAS CASEY FARM
Geographical Coordinates

Latitude Loggitude
41° 30" 49.12" 71© 24 52,97

SE 41° 30' 34.62" 24" 52,75"
Sw 41° 30*' 33.30" 26' 57.32"

NWw 41° 30' 47.47" 26' 57,54"
Boundary of the

2T

- —

rag

26 (NARRAGANSETT PIER) %]

6766 IV NW J NARRAGANSETT PIER 5.6 MI. '
WESTERLY 29 MI.

SCALE 1:24000 .
0 : b -
v Hea i *
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET J ; 7.
- ] -1"'
1 5 0 1 KILOMETER ( Med
CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET ' : . ¢|
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL "‘

PTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 5
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER ;
THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 3.8 FEET f . QUADRANGLE LOCATION

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
R SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
? DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

i

ML
-

e




INSTRUCTIONS

2k E

Form Na. 10301
Rev. 7-72

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Wahington

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

|common: Silas Easey Farm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2 %LWATL.

STREET AND NUM B

' Boston Neck Road

CITY OR TOWN:

North Kingstown

STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Rhode Island

CODE

MAP REFERENCE

washington

009

SOURCE U.S. Geological Survey

scaLe:  1:24,000
|DATE: 1957
_REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

INT: 18872




