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- Altered C Unaltered Moved C Original Sire It
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE -

Designedby the Boston firm of Febmer and Emerson, and built in
1870 by A. A. Low and Company as a summerhouse for N. H. Sanford,
"Villa Edna," as it was then called, was desbxibed at the time of cm
struction as "the most elaborately finished house ever built in New
port." Rather severe on its exterior, the two-and-one-half-story
house, capped by an angular mansard roof flaring at the eaves, rests
on a granite and brick foundation. Light strips of horizontal and
vertical boarding are laid flat against the clapboardedwalls,’ to sug- -

gest wooden structural articulation--part of the "stick stylet’ vocabu
lary apoearing about this time. The cubical mass of the main block is
broken slightly by:an off-center, projecting, low mansard-roofeden- -

trance tower that, with the main entrance placed in a side of the tower,
serves to disguise the old, basic four-room-and-central-hall plan. A
wide, one-story piazza with a slightly pitched roof extends around
three sides of the house and butts ac?ainst the entrance tower. It
lightens and dissipates the effect of mass and creates an open wooden
ness of character in spite of the mansard roof ballooning above.

Exterior decoration is extremely simple for the period. Fene
-

- stration is limited to single or grouped windows of various sizes,
glazedwith large panes, some of which bear subtly etched, or stained
designs. The removal of the original louvred exterior shutters still
stored within the house has further augmentedthe plainness of the
walls. The double-leaf main entrance is also unadorned. Almost the

- only decoratIve elements on the exterior are the bracketed dormers
above the street façade which are provided with oden railed balconies
reminiscent of Swiss ch4lets. - - -

Basically of a traditional, four-room plan, the interior-is ar
ranged around a central hall. A double parlour opens off the hail to
the south, and’ a dining room to the north. A maid’s i’oom and a -pantry,
with its dumbwaiter to the original kitchen in the basement; adjoin
the dining room. Without a’ hint on theexterior, a dramatic 35-foot-
high stairway tower rises the full three stories in the front of,the
house, and is decorated withheavy ornamental-carvedstairway railings
and ornate-projecting- woodenbalconies on the upper stories. -

- In contrast to the building’s exterior; its interior decoration
- - is extremely lavish ‘and remains fully intact. The-floors throughout

are of- oak, cherry’,- hard pin, maple and black walnut, laid in a dif- -

ferent pattern in eadh room. Mañy,of -th original metal gas lighting
-- flitures remain in place, :although they are now electrified. The prin

cipal ‘rooms’ retain.theii richly-carved.mantels, surmountedby heavy,, -

mirrors, anc their wainscoting The woodwork of the parlours is of
butternut with ebony trim and panels of mottlewood from the root of
the butternut tree. The dining room has similar trim, but of black

-‘H - - - - - -- : ‘, -

See Continuation Sheet

CONDITION

4’,

- ni

jtm
z
‘/,

-

- C.-.

tfl

i-I

-jo

‘Si

- ,--- -

H - -

-

-

- --- - I - -

-
- TI-: ,-,,, --:: -7--- - -



Form 1O-300e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE t 1
- $JuIy 1969 NATIONAL PARK’SERVICE Rhode Island

FOR NPS USE ONLY -

ENTRY NUMBER - [‘LATE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY . NOMINATION FOR’W -

Con tinuation Sheet

COUNTY

Newport

Number all entries - -

7. Description. - - - -

The walls of most of the rooms and man’y of the ceilings still dis
play their original colors primarily terra-cotta,- blue or green and
are richly stencilled in stylized floral motifs of -pastel shades,quite
similar to the designs published in - the mid-nineteenth century by Owen
Jones. - - - - -

The house remains virtually unaltered. Several of the-ceilings on
the first -floor have been panelled, but the original stencilling remains

- intact behind this coerihg; and several of the bedrooms on the upner - -

floors were panelled in the latter part of the nineteenth century. - There
has ben a minimum of interior repainting, and that which has been done,
has duplicated the àriginal colors and patterns.: The-basement,which is,

- a full story in height at the, rear of. the house, ajñ the secpnd story - --

are now used as apartmentS.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - , -

-: - - - - - - - I, -
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Built-in 1870, the Covell house is one of the earliest works-Of
the Boston architect, William Ralph Emerson,who is well.-known for his
later "shingle styJ.ett houses of the 1880’s on Moimt Desert.Island in
Maine and, in the Boston and North Shore areasin-Massachsuetts. Work
ing in conjunction with ‘the German-bornrchitect Carl Fehmer,during
a brief partnership, Emerson‘designed the Covell house in an early
"stick sttle," with the internal construction allowed by the balloon-
frame expressedon the clapboardedexterior walls;, although--mach
simplified--the, house is stylisticafly tied, to the earlier, academic
tradItions of mansax’d- houses which, however, were more opulent and
less skeletal.

- ‘- ‘ - - - - - - -

This’ house was given prominencein an exhibition of Emerson’s
work at- the Fog Art !useum of Harvad University in 1969 and inthe
accompanyingcatalogud;. The great importance of this’ house today lies
in its unparsMed interiors of caned woods, original furnishinrs, anc
nch stencils ‘Thich can be seen in unspoilt condition and arrange’iient
It is one ,of’the very’few struOtures which still fully’retains-these
early stencils-of abstracted and linear -floral motifs,--such as were
widely circulated in Owen Jones1 Grammar of Ornament in the mid-
nineteenth century. Although the paint hasbegunto deteriorate in a
fe’.r spots, there has been a. minimum ‘of repainting, and that vihich has
been done has duplicated the original colors and designs. -

- -Quite recently,- the SOciety for the PrOservationof New England :, [ -Antquties having extended its interests and its properties into the
Victorian era has taken particular interest in this house, which it
may wisi and be able throui arrangements withthe prosent owner anc0cc-i pant to acquire, to maintain and restore as a notably intact
house-museum
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Downinr, Antoinette F , and Scully, Vincent.J., Jr The Architectural
Heritage of’ Newport, Rhode Island, l6bO-l915 Cathridge,’ Massa- -

chusetta, 1952,p. 13b.’
- - - -- - - - - -

- Darling, Fayreen B,.: - The,Most Elegánt’House in Newport, in "Yankee,tt.
Vol. 31,, No. h-, ppT78-Bl, 12U,-3Z9. - :Aprl, .1967 Dublin,- New --

Hampshire, 1967.
Zaitevsky, Cynthia:’ the - architeOtüre of William Ralph Entrson1 1833- 1

1917 Cambndge, 1assachusetts,1969, pp. b-5, 76, 9b-95.
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State House, 90 Smith Street
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Detail of dining-room, showing chimney-pieceand ceiling stencilling.
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Exterior harbour-side from the south-west.
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Exterior from the south-east, showing central projection of
stair-hall in east façade.
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First-floor ball, looking east and-showingbeginning of stairway
at left centre. -


