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' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Rhode Island Theme YX - Architecture (Colonial)

3, NAME(S)

) 4. APPROX, ACREAGE
.1l acre

OF SITE '™~ .
0ld State House (01d Colony House)

5 EXACT LOCATION (County, lownship, roads, ete. If difficult to find, skeich on Supplementary Sheet)

Washington Square, Newport, Newport County.

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto administrater if different from owner)

Sbate of' Rhede Island, adm. by the 01d State House in Newport, Rhode Island, Inc,

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTEON (Liescribe briefly what makes sile important and whal remaing are ¢xianl)

The 0ld State House, or 0ld Colony House, ecrected in 1739-4l,
is probably the finest and least altered example of Early Georgian public
building architecture in the United States,

Designed and. constructed by Richard Munday, a master carpenter
of Newport, the plan of 014 State House is more domestic than monumental;
like most Georgian public buildings it resembles an enlarged private
dwelling rather than a state house. Built to house the General Assembly
of the Colony of Rhode Island, the rectangular two-and-a-hzalf story build-
ing also served as a center for public meetings and religious and social
functions. The main (west) facade is elevated: én a-basement of granite
masonry, and the central door approached by a flight of granite steps.
Above this base, the walls are made of red brick, with rusticated sandstone
trim surrounding the windows and emphasizing the corners. The belt course
between the first and second stories, comprised of three courses of stone,
is of unusual depth. '

The gable roof is cut off at the top to form a flat deck, and
this shape is echoed in the truncated central gable on the main facade.
The small-paned windows are topped by segmental arches with prominent sand-
stone keystones, a shape repeated in the subtle upward curves.:©f the four
pedimented dormer windows. But the dominant feature of the seven-bay Tacade
is the central unit combining doorway and balcony. The balcony doors are
topped by a broken segmental pediment whose scrolls effloresce into swept-
back foliage; between the scrolls a pedestal carries a carved and gilded
pineapple. A large octagonzl cupola in two stories crowns the roof deck
with its Chinese Chippendale rail. - (Continued)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES {Gire best sources; gire location of manuscripts and rare works)

See page 3.

9, REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention beat reparia aud siudies, nx, NDPS tudy, [1ARS, ete )

Historic American Building Survey: {8 photos, 1937).
4308-11, 4516

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 7 j 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENRT USE (Museum, form, efe.} 13. DATE OF VISIT
oy 4 Ty ' .
ATTACHEKG.JYES E’h wol] | Excellent Museum Sept.. 18, 1917
% OF RECORDER {Pignatuse) 1% TITLE 16, DATE
- P 7 . . &
méﬁ,/ufgﬁmiuzL Charles W. Snell Historian - e __MNov,..15,.1967

*DRY MOUNT ON AN B X 10! SHEET OF FAIRLY WEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NKAME OF PHOTODGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a. AND REFER TO ITEM NUMRFR)
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: R DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
T N _ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS:
1. STA?E . - 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NQ.
Bhode Island IX, Development of the Enzlish Colonies, 1700-1775
3. NAME(S) OF SITE . ‘ 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

0ld Coleny Mouse
5. EXACT LOCATION (Counfy, tngenskip, ronds, efc.  If difficul? to find. tkefch on Supplemeninry Sheet)

Mashington Square, Hewport
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Al edminiatrafor if different from ownery

State of Bhode Island, adminstered by The Qld State House in Newpo rt, Rhode Islarnd,.Inc.
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Lieseribe bricfly what makes site important and wha! remains are extant) .
The 0ld Colony House is a superb public building of Colonial America, possessing
both historical and architsctural distinction. The building, designed by Richard
Munday, was erected in 1739-/1 to house the General Assembly of the Colony of Rhode
Island, but served also as a center for public meebtings and religious and social
functions. The death of George II, the succession of George III, and the Cclcnies!
acceptance of the Declaration of Independence were ancng the momentous events

" proclaimed from the second floor balcony. During the Revolution the Colony House
served as a hospital for the British and later the French forces quarcered in Newport.
Wnen General George Washington came to Hewport to wvisit the newly-arrived French
army a banquet was held in the great hall on the first fiocor. From 1720 until the
dedication of the new State House in Providence in 1900, the llay sessions of the
Rhode Island legislature were held in the Old Colony House,

A

Two and a helf stories high, the Colony House is built of red brick resting on a
granite masonry basement. The gabled roof, cut off to form a flat deck at its peak,
is surmounted by a two-story octagonal cupola. The dominant feature of the main
facade is the center doorwzy and balcony. The building's interior consists of a
large room LO by 80 feet on the first floor with a row of square columns running
dowm the middle, and three rooms on the second floor, The Coleony House has been
restored under the direction of Horman i. Isham and is today a public monument rich
in historical associations and architectural significance,

8. BIBLIOGRAFRICAL. REFERENCES (Gire best sources; gice location of manuecripts and rore works) Antoinette Do%ming and Vincent J °
Scully, The Architectural Heritage of MNewport, Phode Island, (Cambridge, 1952);

Normaen M. Isham, "The Colony House at Hewport, Rhode Island, " Qld Time New England, i
VIII, No. 2 (December 1917); Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecturs (ilew York, l952);i
Roderick Terry, "History of the Old Colony House at Newport," Newport Historical H
Society Bulletin, Ho, 62 (October 1927), j

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Meridion best reparts ynd tudles, wy, NPS study, HABS, ete.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * { 11. CONDITION | 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, elc.) l 13. PATE OF VISIT ) E
ATTACHED:  vis(% so[d | Excellent Historical Monument i 10/28/59
lf.‘)N E OF RECORD {(Nignaiure) 15. TITLE . { 16, DATE .
A 4 . . . . . . . 1 - ¢
ottt A et b Charles Eo Shedd, Jr, | Historic Sites Higtorian | 5/9/50 ,

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEFT 10_217~ AKD DEEER T/ 1T s s tire smeme

" ORY MOUNT ON AN 8 X J!: SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IBENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAFHER. GIVE ¥
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regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be .brief‘, but use 48 many
Supplement Sheeta as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as,

6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

“Page 2.

STATE

NAME (S) OF SITE

Rhode Island 0ld State House (0ld Colony House)
T. Continued: 7 '4 : )

The interior of the first story is one large room, 40 by 80 feet,
with a row. of sguare Doric pillars running down the middle, each with
pedestal and segment of entablature. A door at either end of the room
also opens into the street. The secend floor contains three rooms: the
Governor's Council, located at the south end; the Chamber of Deputies,
at the northend, and a large lobby or hailiway, situated between them,

Walls with tall narrow panels are featured by pedestaled pilasters in the
Ionic and Corinthian orders.

During the Revolution the State House served as a hospital for
the British army and later as quarters for French troops. The May sessions
of the Rhode Island Legislature were held in the building from 1790 until
1900, when they were moved to the newly completed State House et Providence.

The interior of the 01d State House was partially restored in
1917 under the direction of Norman M. Isham. This work vas largely limited
to the first floor and consisted mainly of clearing out the many 19th
century partitions that subdivided the original large room. Maintained in
excellent condition, 01d.State House is open to visitors as a public monument.
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This shoet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regnlar form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete, Bo brief, but use a3 many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be keaded by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . . Page 3.

T,

aTAVE KAMKE(S) OF SITE

Rhode Island 0ld State House {0ld Colony House)

8. References:

Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture (Wew York, 1952), Lhh-lls,
Fig. 371; Ehode Island, A Cuide to the Smallest State (American Guide Series)
(Boston, 1937), 21B=219; Antoinette F, Downing, Early Hemes of Rhode Island
(Richmond, Va,., 1937}, 116=120; Roderick Terry, '"History of the Oid GColony
House at Newport," Newport Historical Society Bulletin, No. 63 (October, 1927);
James G. VanDerPool, "Historical Development of Architecture in the U.S.A., .
1632-1912," (N.P.S. Ms., 1966), 45; Antoinette F. Downing and Vincent J. Scully, Jr.,
The Architectural Heritagse of Newport, Rhode Island, 1640~1915 (Cambridge, 19523.55‘;}55“
John i, Green, i Building of the Old Colony House et Newport, Rhode Island 7
(Newport, 19k1), _ )
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Typr. all entries — complete applicable sections)
"V NAME P
C OMMON:
018 Colony House
AND OR HISTORIC:
T D14 State House '
- [z cocATion T T
STREET ANC NUMBER: . '
Washington Square a.nd Court House Street
CITY OR TOWHN: "
Newport
STATE - CopE {COUNTY: cODE
i _Rhode Iala_'.nd Newport 005
CCLASSIFICATION ‘ S
- CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
- _(Chuck One) _ OWNERSHIP STATU T0 THE PUBLIC
e O Dinrict "] Buliding | [J Public Public Acguisition: 0O Dccupi;d - Yes:
] Site O Structure  |CJ Private [ In Process * 0O Unoc:upi-ﬂl [[] Restricted
[ Objact O Boh . [ Being Considered [ Preservaren werk [ Unrostricted
o l ’ ‘ ..in.progress D N°

e “INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[[] Agricultural D Government . 1 Park
[ Cammercial {1 Industrial D Private Residencs
0O Educational ] Military ] Religious

"1 Emtertainment 1 Museum [O Sscientific

[J Transporration
[} Other (Specity)

] Comments

OWNER'OF PROPERTY ™ °

OWNER'S N AME:

ATREET. AND NUMBER:

“leiTy oR TOWN:

“LOCATION OF

EGAL

STATE:

CoODE

DESCRIPTION ™

REFLZT

JcOURTHAOLSE, REGISTRY GF DEEDS. ETC;

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

tALNNODD

"‘f%j--iREPRESENTAT!ON IN. EXISTING suavsvk TR

TITLE DF SURVEV

[P .
i .

DATE OF SURVEY,

d .

[C1 Federal

Local’

DEFOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS

Tl

BTREEY AND NUMBER:
. : *
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BTATE:
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|'7 DESCR!PTION

--’..

EECS IEE G SR

r * . . {Chock One)

’ ‘_'- . [—' E“,”.n, 10 Goed [ Fair = [} Detericroted [Z} Ruins {7 Unexposed
;_‘CC.’ND'T'ON : {Check Onv) B ‘ T (Check One)
' : D Alrerad [} Unoltered 1 Maved _{:]'Originol Sive

CESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known}) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Boundaries: This historic building is surrounded by streets and -

is consequertly‘freestanding. Sidewalks on both sldes and ends .
are included by the Newport Assessors Office in the lot the building
obcupies and provide no less than twelve sections of dimensional .
b:undaries.g "The building as 3 whole is asbout 75 feet long on the .

Uontaining 6,&00 square feet on Lot 222, Plat 17, bounded south= -
vesterly by Washington Square in four sections of 25 feet, 20
feet, 20 feet and 25 feet respectively more or less; northwesterly
by Washington Square in four secticns of 20 feet, 25 feet, 30 feet -
~and 14 feet respectively more or less; northeasterly by Court House
.Street in two sections of 25 feet and 85 feet respectively more or
. .leas; and southeasterly by Court House Street in two sections of 25
feet and 12.5 feet respectively more or less to the point of beginning
on Washington Square.

has been provided through the courtesy and ccoperation of Mrs,
George E, Downing, Chairman of the Rhode Island Historical o
- ‘Preservation Commission.

nprtheasteriy and soothwesterly sides and about 37. 5 feet wide on f’j;
the northwehterly ani southeasterly ends, o BRI

' "I‘he attached quadrangle sheet with latitude and lengitude computations
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‘GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ! LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
- DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF 4 PROPERTY
R CF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
corNER| ~ LATITUDE LONGITUDE st LATITUDE: - |- LONGITUDE
) " [Dagrees Minutes Seconds Degreas Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees ‘Minutes Seconds
M . E-] » - I -} [ ] » Q ] - [+] .
NW ; : . W1° 29'25,32°N - TI° - 1T 108,
NE -. o . * L. -] . . - - - .. Bh"w
CSE . v e . . L] -] Lo " - o . T
“ ow - . ° a4 .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FPROPERTY: O.lh
L1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . coDE | COUNTY - 1 cooe
IsTaTE: L . . CODE | COUNTY: ) ) o -] coDE
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY: L . CoDE
, .
STATE: i : CODE | COUNTY: CODE

FORM PREPARED.BY

ohcAmZATloN DATE
t - -National Park Service, New England Field Office : : 11/28/72
' STREET AND NUMBER: ’
3400 John W. McCormack Post foice L Courthouse -
CITY OR TOWN: - . + sTate : L . CODE
Boston : ©t Ma.ssachusetts T i 25

NAME AND TITLE:

{ Edwin W. Small, Assistant to Director, Northeast. Region

TATE LIAISON OFFICER' CERTIFICATION™ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION: -

{ —As the degignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

"ﬂN -Historic Landmarks :' : N U s

_tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is mc‘“.‘?‘i‘ in the .
'89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Registler.
m the National Register and cerlify that ll has been

evaluated according to the crltcrla and prdccdu res set
--forth by the National Park Servnce The rlecommended
level of significance of thls nnmmauon is: .

«‘,Nauomx ;O 2 eStme O ‘_Lbcal o e e

.

. Chiel, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

N/A for Registered National Date

ATTEST: -

.
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