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. CONDITION - | _ =~ | (Gheck One)

1T . Excellent [] Good Fair [J. Doterioroted [} Rulas [ Unexposed {J] ~ ’

. . NTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One) AR ) iy !‘

Altored () Unaltered [} Moved X Original Site [ Tt #

DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . e }:‘ i

The present Jewish Community Center was designed by Russell Y {v
“Warren and built for Levi H. Gale as a large, elegant private residence- |-.
{1 . c. 1833-1835, during the height of the Greek Revival. It is a frame .
4 . building, fifty feet square, with a formal central-hall plan, two-and-"
" a-half storeys high with a hipped monitor roof. (The monitor is actu--
.| . ally cruciform in plan, its rectangular central portion having exten- .-
‘ " . sions running to the eaves-line of each fagade, where they appear as ~ . |.©
1 . = | three-bay panelled and windowed atticsemployed as ornamental and e
capping features--a favourite architectural device of Warren.) The . - "
1 - 7|7 exterlor walls are covered with horizontal boarding with deeply grooved
‘.4 |  Joints. The square mass of the house is strongly articulated, with o i
E © | © rusticated pilasters at the corners; and the five-tay fagades on two S I
"1 'l . adjoining sides (north and east) are marked by four Corinthian pilasters,
+| - on each. At the eaves 13 a deep entablature scaled to the proportions '/
. of the pilasters. Each of the two principal, pilastered fagades has a =
centred one-gstorey entrance porch with Corinthian columns (whose capi- -
4| _ tals may be of cast iron, though this has not yet been verified).
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< b _Two of the principal first-floor rooms adjoin on the east side of .
B T "the central hall; they meet with curved end walls having curved doubla- "
¥4 | doors in an enframement of Corinthian columns. Across the hall are the

‘ other two main rooms of this floor, separated by the hallway of the west
entrance, which is now at basement or pasement level., Interior detail .7
throughout is large in scale, strong in fomm, classical in derivation,.;
wholly characteristic of the Greek Revival. Original black marble )
mm%hhwe%mr%ﬂmdmfk@hws%MNmemmntwchwm

In 1925 the Gale house was moved to its present site from the head:
of Waghington Square, where the Court House is located. It was sawn in
- two for moving and then placed upon a much higher foundation due to the
- glope of Touro Street. A good part of the interior was necessarily re- .
- modelled for .new institutional uses. The exterlor survives in large and:
 fortunate measure, although photographs taken before the house was moved.
. ' show parapets. on attic, eaves and porches (as well as extramely awkward_:
,‘window shutters), which’are no 1onger in place.,f” L PN
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Historie .D l .J"P Industry O = losophy . a 4’ '

g . j_,"Agricuhqm i [ ‘ " lnvention . O Science O . - L
VoA O Yoo : Sewlptwrs [ - T
' Commerce S Architecture @ Social/Humon- " ’ ' .
.. Communications O Literature M " itarion O - 1
l '-Cnnservafion'l O "Militory O Theater 0O :

. ' Music (| Transportation [ . i

0

-t -

A

I.NSTRUCTIONs

SEE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evente, Etc.) v

This house has distinction in the fact alone that it was designed
by Rugsell Warren, a Rhode Island native and one of the state's most -
distinguished and prolific architects of the XIX Century--now generally "
advanced to an important place in national architectural history also.

The Gale house, with its strong cibic shape, its monitor-attic ¥
feature and its ®ich Corinthian decorations inside and out, is by size ",

and style imposing, impressive. It is an important example of the f{
Greek Revival applied with intentional monumentality to damestic archi

.1t is a most valuable remnant of Warren's now-diminished oeuvre
Cramped as it may be on its new site, without farmer front or rear
lawns and side garden, it nevertheless takes a place (with the Touro Y
Synagogue opposite) as a dominant feature of Touro Street, a memorabls ¢

»

landmark. Although serving purposes for which it ¥as not ﬁesigned,'itﬁi;
- has been well maintainede~with all possible respect for its form and s

fabric--by the present owners. However, there are thoughts that it - R
‘no longer practicably acmommodates their needs and activities, leading . |
- to contemplation of demolition and replacement. -

- ae - 4 e

o
o

- In the city of Newport it is one of only three surviving moru- s
mentally scaled and classically detailed dwellings of the Greek Revival':.
‘period, and one of the other two (this also by Warren) is irreparably .-

“matllated. . Newport may be rich in architecture, but it is not rich in:
.examples of this particular period; neither does Rhode. Island remain -
"rich in_,e'xbant‘;qur};s ‘of - an important. native architect. ... .
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NAME AND TITLE:

Osmund Overby, Project Supervisor

ORGANI ZATION

Historic American Buildings Survey--Newport Project
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Form 10-301
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[T NAME

common: Jewish Community Center '

AND/OR HISTORIC: Gale (Levi H.) HOLISB
[2. LOCATION : -- .

STREET AND NUM BER

89, Touro Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: c

Rhode Island

COUN

TY!: CODE

005

[3. MAP REFERENCE

Newport

SOURCE:
U. S, Geological Survey

ISCALE:

1: 12,000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island |
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS LSE ONLY !
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENIRY Suuven l e |
(- NAME ' _ - : P ]

common: Jewish Community Center !
e |2No’oR misTORIc: Gale (Levi H.) House |
[2._LocaTion Sl Te AR 2

STREET AND NUMBER:

89, Touro Street

CITY OR TOWM:

Newport ‘

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CoDE
, Rhode Island nn Newport 005
B._PHOTO R:FERENCE ) . !
°roTo creorv: Cervin Robinson, for Historic American Bulldings Survey

DATE OF PHO TO: July, 1970
Necarive riceo aT: Library of Congress, 1st Street and Independence Ave., 5. E,,

Washington, D. C.

[EicERTIFICATION
DESCRIDE ViEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Doorway and column treatment between main parlours on east side

of first floor, showing also smaller doorway to east entry.







INSTRUCTIONS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ahek ]
e —— i — — —— ———

STATE

|

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS LSE ONLY !
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) =nIAY NuvesEh l R
- NamE |
common: Jewish Community Center
AND’/OR HisTORIC: Gale (IBVi H ) HO!J.SB |
2. LOCATION it
Nrrn:l:r AND NUMBER!
89, Touro Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Newport ‘
STATE: c.o-DE COUNTY!: CODE
Rhode Island hily Newport 005
B. PHO7TO R:FERENCE , . ]
croTo creo'T: Cervin Robinson, for Historic American Buildings Survey
ODATE OF PHOTO:! Ju]_'v’ 1970
fEcaTIvE FiLED AT Library of Congress, 1lst Street and Independence Ave.,, S. E.,
_ Washinegton, D, C,
14. IDENTIFICATION : R |

DESCRIDE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETEC.

hearth opening).

Detail of typical marble mantel (showing later bridwork and







STATE H
R e Rhods Toland |
COUNTY
: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES N t
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS LSE ONLY !
wv (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SnIRv.NUMBER [ DATE i’
Z 1. NAME | .
o common: Jewish Community Center i
= __|sano/ormistonic; Gale (Levi H.) House |
- [2._LocATION o B R
9] |sTREET AND NUMBER!
i 89, Touro Street
CITY OR TOWN:
@ Newport '
- STATE: cooe [counTy: cobE
. Rhode Island i Newport 005
= P._PHOTO R:FERENCE ) : ;
. PHoTo creoir: Cervin Robinson, for Historic American Buildings Survey
oATE oF pHoTo: July, 1970
w pecaTive rieo an Library of Congress, 1lst Street and Independence Ave., S. E.,
w o Washington, D. C.
w (& IDENTIFICATION — _
DESCRIBDE VIiEW, DIRECTION, ETC, . II
Central hall and main (north) doorway, :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island |
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES G/
Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP$ LSE ONLY |
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SNTRY HuwLEn ] =aTs Jl
1. NAME |
common: Jewish Community Center :
e |AnDOR MiIsTORIC: Gale (Levi H.) House |
[2._LocaTiON CLa g
[sTREET AND NUMBER:
89, Touro Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Newport ‘
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island oL Newport 005

B._PHOTO R:FERENCE oy 3

PruoTo creort: Cervin ﬁdbinson, for Historic American Buildings Survey

DATE OF PHOTO: July, 1970

Mecarive riLeo aT: Library of Congress, lst Street and Independence Ave., S. E,,

Washington, D. C.
[ ioENTIFIcCATION A ST

DESCRIBE ViEW, DIRECTION, RTC.

Exterior fram south-west.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BEATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES sl
Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP$ USE ONLY
(Typc all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ERIRY NUMOER Dars
1. NAME )
common: Jewish Community Center
ano’onmistomic: Gale (Levi H.) House
[2. LocaTiON
Wsnu:t:r AND NUMBER)
89, Touro Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Newport
STATE: ™
Rhode Island T Newport ot
B. PHOTO R FERENCE ;
| moldbuiol b on for Historic American Buildings Survey

pATE OF PMoTO: ,Jnly, 1970

NEGATIVE FILED AT Li‘bmry of Congress, lst Street and Independence A?Bc, Se Eey

Hashinahnn-—nl L
[&cENTIFICATION :

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ITS;

Exterior from north-east.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Toland
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or encloso with photograph) —LIRY nuMach LA
Z 1. NAME
o COMMON Jewish Corm'runitz Center
= . |ano'ommistomie: Gale (Levi H.) House
= [2. LOCATION : :
U qnuu:'r AND NUMBER!:

89, Touro Street
= CITY Om TOWN:
oo Newport
| STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: cobt

- Rhode Island LI Newport 005
= P._PHOTO Ri:FERENCE )
- PHoTo creoiT: Cervin Hoh:l.nson, for Historic American Buildingrs Survey
OATE OoF PHoTO: July, 1970
w Neaarive riveo o Library of Congress, 1lst Street and Iridependence Ave., 5. Eo,
w nghington. D. C.
v |4 _IDENTIFICATION : &
DESCRIBE viEw, Dlﬂlcﬂﬂu. ETe.

Exterior from north-west, showing main entrance fagade (north).
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