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-- io of the princIpal first-floor roo adjoin on the east side of
- -z - /

- the central hail; they meet with curved end walls having curved double-
- doors in an enframementof Corinthian columns * Across the hall are the -

-

other two main rooms of this floor, separatedby the hallway of the west
entrance, which is now at basementor. pament level. Interior detail
throughout is large in scale, strong in form, classical in derivation, - - c
.wholly characteristic of the Greek Revival. Original black marble

- - inanteTh have beenretained on fireplac!s otherwise rebuilt or closed4

In 1925 the Gale house was moved to its present site from the head
-of Washington Square, whore the Court House is located. It was sawn in

two for moving and then placed upon a much higher foundation due to the
- slope of Tourb Street. Agood part of the interior was necessarily re- tn -

modelled for-new institutional uses. The exterior survives in large and
fortunate measure,although photographs taken,before the house was moved
show parapets on attic, eaves and porches as well as extremely awkward -

window shutters, which are no longer in place. - . . .
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Excellent C Good Fair 0- DeterIorated C Ruins C Unexposed 0 -

check One check One - - - -- -

INTEGRITY -
- Altered Unaltered C Movd Ii Original Site 0 - --

DEScRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If blown PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Jewish Covnnunity Center was designed by Russeil -

Warren and built for Levi H. Gale as a large, elegant private residence--
c. 1833-1835, during the height of the Greek Revival. It is a frame

- building, fifty feet square, with a formal central-hall plan, two-and-
a-half storeys high with a hipped monitor roof. The monitor is. actu-:.7

- ally cruciform in plan, its rectangular central portion having exten-
- sions running to the eaves-line of each façade, -where they apjar as -:
* three-bay panelled and windowed atticsemployed as ornamental and -

capping features--a favourite architectural device of Warren. The -

I exterior walls are coveredwith horizontal boarding with deeply grooved -

joints. The square mass of the house is strongly articulated, with
rusticated pilasters at the corners; and the five-bay façades on two -

adjoining sides north and east are marked by four Corinthian pilasters
on each. At the eaves is a deep entablature scaled to the proportions f..

- &‘ the pilasters. Each of the two principal, pilastered façades has a
centred one-storey entranceporch with Corinthian columns whose capi-
tals may be of cast iron, though this has not yet been verified.
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This house has distinction in the fact alone that it was designed
by Russell Warren, a Rhode Island native and one of the state’s most
distingiished and prolific architects of the XIX Century--i-iow generally--
advancedto an important place in national architectural history also. -

The Gale house, with its strong cñbic shape, its monitor-attic
- feature and its i±ich Corinthian decorations inside and out, is by size --

and style imposing, impressive. It is an important example of the
- Greek Revival applied with intentional monumentality- to donestic archi-

tecture. - -

- - It is a most valuable remnant of WarrenTs now-diminished oeuyre. -

Cramped as it may be on its new site, without frmer front or rear
lawns and side garden, it nevertheless takes a place with the Touro

.
-:

Synagogueopposite as a dominant feature of Touro Street, a memorable
landmark. Althoughserving purposesfor which it *as not designed, it -

has beenwell maintained..-with all possible reSpect for its form and I
- fabric--by- the present owners. However, there are thoughts that it

no longer practicably actommodategtheir need and activities, leading
- to contemplation of demolition and rePlacement.

- - In the city - of Newport it is one of only three surviving monu-
mentaliy.scaled and classically detailed dwellings of the Greek Revival
-period, and one of the other two this also by Warren- is irreparably

- mutilated. - Newport may be rich in architecture, but it is not rich in - -

- exampleso this particular- period; neither--does Rhale-Island -remain -‘

rich in extant works of an important- native architect. I
I
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Detail of typical marble mantel showing later bridcwork and
hearth opening.
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