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. [7.DESCRIPTION: "

CONDITION X Excellent [ Good’ ] Foir (] Deteridrored [ Ruins [0 Unexposed
(Check One} : . {Chack One)
0 Atrered [} Unaltered 1 Moved . m Original Site

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected c. 1790, this three-story, five-bay-wide, clapboarded
house was built by Joseph Rogers, a Newport merchant., OSet upon a stone
foundation, the hipped-roof house abuts the sidewalk of Touro Street
and faces Washington Square to the north. Twelve-over-twelve-pane
double-hung sash windows light the first and second stories, while the
typically shorter window openings of the third floor have elight -over-
eight-pane sash; these third-floor windows are set just below the main .
cornice (all of the now-correct types of window sash are restorations
by the present owner). The beautifully carved central doorway, however,
is original. It was inspired by such architectural handbooks as those
of James and William Pain. The six-panel door (also a restoration by
the present owner) is contained betieen applied, fluted half-columns of
the composite order which support a pediment, with dentils, into which.

" the door's surmounting leaded fanlight arises.

Basically square in plan, with chimneys in the internal walls,
the house was originally composed of two rooms on either side of front
and rear halls occupying its center. The lower front hall has retained
its dentilled cornice and the simple stairway which rises along its
side in two runs. The rail, taking a half-turn at its start, is sup-
ported by balusters of simple form and has turned newels. The secondary
stair in the rear hall backs up against the main stairway. The chimneys
have been removed, and the rooms, throughout, have been stripped of
their trim. Some of the rooms have been altered in size and now accom-
modate offices. A shallow, two-story ell, part of it capped by a gable
roof, attaches ai the rear.

The Rogers house remained in private residential use until the

1890's, when it was turned.into a convent. By 1907 it had been adapted :

to new use as a parochial high school, and by then or before had lost
its inner trim and had had certain exterior features of "Queen Anne"
style-~lately removed--applied. Having outlived adequacy and safety as

a school building, the house was within quite recent years presented to

The Preservation Society of Newport County by the Bishop of the Rom

Catholic Diocese of Providence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Now maintained by The Preservation Society of Newport County as
its headquarters, the Rogers house is characteristic of the many large
and elegant houses which once lined Washington Square. Its doorway is
an extremely beautiful example of Federal-period design. As one of the
few remalning eighteenth-century residences on that square, it helps

_provide a suitable visual and historical accompaniment to Richard )
Munday's Colony House (1739) and Peter Harrison's Brick Market (1761),
at the. head and foot of the square respectively, as well as a handsome
neighbor to the home of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry (built before
1757) next-door.
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NAME AND Ti1TLE:

Clifford M. Renshaw, III, Consultant

QRGANIZATION DATE

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission

September 1, 197
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State liouse, 90 Smith Street
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ERTIFICATLO!

ST AISONIOFEFICER!

As the designated State l.iaison Qfficer for the Na-

. by certify that this property is included in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of [966 (Public Law I hereby certily tha is properly \

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
The recommended

forth by the National Park Service.

. Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is: .

National [J State [ Local [
Date
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[ONAME

GOMMON:

Préservatmon Soc1etv of Newport County: Heé&quarte;s
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[2. LOCATION : '
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37 Touro Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Newport
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BT PHOTO REFERENCE

PHoTo crepIT: John Hopf

DATE OF PHOTO: ¢, 1971

Newnort, Rhode Island

Exterior from the north-east.

pecaTive FiLeo AT: John Hopf, 10 Red Cross Terrace
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