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E...SIGNIFIcANCE -
4e* * *

!‘ERIOD Short 0ne or Morn,, Apprnprinto - - - -

Pre-Columblon 0 -

15th Century 0
SPECIFIC DA TEIS fl! Applicable and Known Cs 1500-1810 - - -

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE Check One or More as Appropriatd - - -

Aboriginal EducotFon 0 -- Political - -
- 0 - -- Urban Planning 0

PrehistorIc 0 - EngineerIng 0 - - Religion/Phi Other Specify XI
HistorIc 0 - Industry -. - losophy House museumto -

AgrIculture 0 Invention 0 - Science - 0 -- display Newport- -

Art -
-- - - - - - Sculpture - - - D ‘-. - -- - - decorative arts

Commerce Architecture Soàial/I-jsjmgn. - - -

CommunIcations 0 LIterature 0 - - tot-Ion - -- - -

Conservation - 0 Military 0 - Theoter - - - -

-
- Music 0 - - Transportation 0 - -

STAT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Include Peraoneaea,Dales,- Ennte, Etc. : -- - -

This building’s high significanôe -is- as an example of the large
* merchants houses built in the XVIII and XIX Centuries on ThamesStreet,

- -: facing their owners’ commercial properties on the waterfront and afloat
in theharbour.- -It reflects similar housesin other seaportsof this - -

period, particularly Providenceand Salem. It is one of the best sur
viving examplesof this type in Newport; as suäh, it is also important

- to the historical characterof the Thames Street-waterfrontneighbour
hood generally. - - - - -

The house was built for Samuel i1’iitehorne, aprosperous Newport
merchant who, often in oartnership with his, brother John, engagedin
variety of business undertakings, -including a distillery, a merchant
ship, an iron foundry- and machine shop, and a bank. The Whitehorne
brothers, nevertheless, went bankrupt inlSb3, and the house was sold
at auction in l8lib by which time Samuel Whitehorne-had died.

In the- mid-Xfl-Century the residencewas - remodelled to allow - 6cr-
-mercial uses-on- the ground floor; and inthe mid-XX-Centu.ry it further
deteriorated through use of the upper-fflori as slum tenements. It is
now under restoration by the Newport Restoration Foundation. Planà are
that - it will be opened to the public as a house museum, furnished - from

- Miss Doris Duke.ts collection of Newport furniture. - - - -
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CONDI ION
- Chock One

- Excellent 0 Good FoIr Deteriorated- - Ruins - 0 Iinexpo.ed 0 - -- - -

- Check One - Check One -

INTEGRIIY
Altered XI - Unaltered 0 - -

- Mo-?d 0- Original SIt.

- DcScRtnE THE PRESENT AND DRIGINAL known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - - - -

- The Whitehorne hOuse,is a large. brick mansion of 1810-1811, a -- - -

typical merchant’s house of that period. - The house 5 b6 feet square,
three storeys high above a stone foundation; -it: has a low-pitched hip - -

: -roof surmountedby a plain, handsomemid-XIX-Century.-cupola which, ‘ -

- however, would have-to be eliminated should the most; complete of re- - - - - -

storations take plaàe, but will otherwise be retained. Interior par- -

- - - titions ‘and -the rdof are of frame -construction.- In keeping with the
-

- period of this dwelling, its brick walls are given a vex’y clean treat- - -

- - ment without projecting belt-courses or pilasters, and window and door
openings are cappedby simple brick arches. Slight variation and adorn- - - -

- ment are provided by the fanlight and sidelights of the main doorway, - - - - -

-

- round-headedwindows at second-floor, front and rear and a ‘bull’s-eye -

one in the centre of the third-floor front. Later’ store-fronts on the - -f: -

ground floor have been removed, and studies are undei’ way for the re- - - - -‘ -

.storation of a semicircular entrance porch.- -The roofhas a lightly- -
‘A

-

- scaled but richly ornamentedmodillion cornice. - , - -- - - - -

- -
- H-

- -- - The- formal, symmetrical five-bay façade reflects-the most usual -- - -

-
- internal plan -of the federal period.’ The main floors have eacha -

- central hail that on the -first floor divided in two midway of its -

- - length by a, semi-elliptical arch flanked by the principal rooms--two - - in
- on each side. However, the large dimensions of this house allowed the -l
introduction of smaller, subsidiary rooms along the rear as well. On
-the main floor, the kitchen alone survives fairly intact, the other
rooms having deteriorated considerably under later commercial and slum c

- uses. Though fireplaces were removr-d, much of the othef decorative -

detail--or evidence of or for it--sui-c-ives, allowing current restoration -4
- work to be undertakenwith a high level of authenticity. The main - - -

- - stairway in the central hall was relocated; but again, ample evidence a
under study will aflow reliable restoration. Flimsy later partitioning
on the secondand third floors has-been’easily removed, and restoration - -

work will, be - less probelmatical there. - - The interior detail--particu- - ‘A

- larly in the main rooms and -central hall- of- the - first floor, and on the - --

- stairways--is typically inventive and varied, generallylight and at-
- - tenuated in scale, often incotporating ree’dedmotifs,’ ,all.iñ accord with

the federal style. - - - -- - - -
- -- - ‘ -: - -- - - - - -

- - - The houée i. placed close to the iidewalks on a corner site and - -

- - originally faced its builder’s variedwäterfront enterprises,across -

- - - Thames Street. A-- formal gardento :the -rear of Ithe,hóuse-.has been lost
to workshops, garagesand parking.
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Washington,D. C.
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Exterior seen fran north-east, showing rear east elevation.
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Detail of main west entrance.
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Interior of iidñ-XIX-Century cupola addedto orginal house.
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Attic framing.
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Closet in south-eastbedroom, third floor, showing marks of
original shelving.
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Central hal]. on first floor, looking towards main west entrance.
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‘HoTO CREDIT: Cervin Robinson. for Historic Ainer±can Pi1dings tirSrRy
DATE OF PHOTO, July, 1?70

FILED AT, Library of Congress,1st Street and IndependenceAve.,
Washinton D. C.

IDENTIFICATIOti .
,. ‘‘.**:.‘ . .. . .. -, .

S. E.,

,

DESCRIBE VIEW. DINICTION..E?C.

North-west bedroom on secondfloor,, showing fireplace, window and
cornice trim.
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- 1ro CREDIT Cervl.n Robinson, for Historic American Buildings Survey
[DATE OF PHOTO: July, 1970 -
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LU I - Washington. D. C.
VI IOENTtFICATIC*.

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. EtC. -° ‘ -.

View towards kitchen fireplace on first floor, showing franents
‘of dining-room arch. - ‘ - .


