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LICSCITIUE IlL PRESENT AND ORIGInS AL if kOIIWrI PHYSICAL APpEARANcE

Built in 1835 by Alexander NcGregor, a Scotch stonemason
who had moved to Newport, the [Perry Mill is a monumental, rec
i-angular, stone structure sel; with its east end to Thames Street
on Newport’s waterfront. Now much altered..1 the building is . -

three stories tail with a flaL roof, nineteen bays long and :f’ou±
bays wide across the streetfront. The building is character-
ized by its beautiful stonework; the walls are built - of a -

nat;ive tone, random - ashlar, warm sandy-brown in color, and the
white granite of the quOins and of the sills and lintels of
the sn-over-inx double hung sash windows provides simple,
crisp dotail.

The mill was originally four tories in height, capped by
a tall basilican roof with a full-length monitor and an imposing
wooden tower of Greek Revival detail. The roof and fourth floor
have since been removed, and the tower has been replaced with
a rnmple brick stair-tower on the south sde. Other alterations i-n
include a brick tower and loading dock built into the rear of
the north side, and a simple nlate-glass storefront which has
been built into the Thames Street end. The -interior has also -

been remodeled to fit modern industrial needs and contains sim- z

pie work areas and office space. :
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STATEMENT Or SIGNIFICANCE

The Perry Mill was one of four mills erected along Thames
Street in the 1830t5 and iSdO’s in an attempt to revive Newport’s
fain rig economy by introducing textile manufacturing. -The Ferry
Mill. and the Newnnrt Steam Encicry, nc the Newport Eloctric
Company, are the bnly mU is renainin g from this short-lived

o venture.
- Built by Alexander McGregor, the structure is of the great-

eat architectural importance for its magnificent stonework.
o The rja1ls of Fort Adams, built in 1833, and the Newnort Artil-

lery Company’s Armory on Clarke Ctreet glve further witness to
i.lccregor ‘s skill asa mason.

The mill is preserved asar,nl.endid example of the artistry
H attained, by store craftsmen working in New England i.n the early

nineteenth century. -
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