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Built in 18%5 by Alexander MceGregor, a Scotch stonemason
who had moved to Newport, the Perry Mill is a monumental, rec—.
tangular, stone structure set with ite east end to Thames Street
on Hewport's waterfront, Now much altered, the bullding is ‘
three stories tall with a flat roof, nineteen bays long and four
bay= wide across the streetfront. The building i1s character-
ized by its beautiful stonework; the walls are puilt . of a
native stone, random ashlar, warm sandy-brown in colecr, and the
white granite of fhe quéinz and of the sills aund lintels of
the six—nver—-six double hung sash windows provides simple,
crisnp detail.

he mill was originally four Stories in height, capped by
a tall pasilican roof with a Tull-length monitor and an imposing
wanden tower of Greek Revival detail. The roof and fourth floor
have since been removed, and the tower has been replaced with
a simple brick shair—tower on the south side. Other alterations

[ h

inelude 2 brick tower and lozding dock built into the rear of
the north side, and a simple wnlate-glass storefront which has
been built into the Thames Street end. The ‘interior has also
been remndeled to fit modern industrial needs and containg sim-

ple worlk areas and offlce space.
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STATEWENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Perry Mill was one of four mills erected along Thames
Street in she 15830's and 1840's in an attempt teo revive Newport's
foiling economy by intrnducing textile mapufacturing. The Perry

Company, are the only mills remaining from this short-lived
venture. _

Built by Alexander McGregor, the structure is of the great-
est architectural importance for its magnificent stoneworx.
The walls of Fort Adams, built in 1833, and the Newport Artil-
lery Company's Armory on Clarke Jtreet give further witness to
MeGregor's skill as a mason.

The mill is preserved 2s a splendid example of the artistry
attained by stone craftsmen working in New Ingland in the early
nineteenth century. .

Mill and the Newnnrt Stesm Factary, now the Newport Electrin
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