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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL' (lf Imown) PHYSICAL APDEAHANCE

The Pull-Mawdsley House is- a two-and-ona-half-story,; five-bay-uide, P
claphoarded house capped by a gable-on-hip roof. . It rests on a field-
stone foundation and faces west, ~ Although the present exterior appearance
dates from ¢. 1750-1760, a two-room, two-story house, dating from c. 1680,
_has boen incorporated within the later. shell, | Directly in front of - thisﬁﬁ: .
‘earlier house (which was of ™mansion-sized" dimensions for its ‘period),: a*-.
two-story, two-room sectlon with a central stairway was built. - ‘The oris
"l ginal central chimney and steep stairway of the sarlier house were ré~ -
moved and two brick interior chimneys were constructed to provide fire- ..
C places for. each room of this extended structure.” Thus the present two- ¢

story, four-room, center-hall plan was obtained, and the whole building
was then capped by the gable—on—hip roof. Lo ot T

. The exterior is decorated with a modillion-and-dentil cornice,'
brokenwout above the second -story windows, and there are panelled corner
' .boards.- On the front, two triangularly- pedimented ‘dormers, flanking a :
. " middle dormer with broken-scroll pediment, light the garret. Although
i . | their original sashes have been replaced by ones- of six lights, the winx;
.dows retain their old frames with heavy molded sills and: cornices. .The,
" .| handsome doorway with ‘its leaded fanlight dates from c. 1795 (as do thej
“- 7| ‘fromt steps of imported marble); the eight—panlled door and fanligh -are
! | enframed by a broken pediment supported on applied, fluted columns. Al:
P though the exterior of the earlier oortion .of the rear wing is; identical
: - .| 1in detail to the front section, the first-story W1ndows at the rear are: R
;'“‘}ﬁ set at a sliphtly higher level..~ : ‘ . FEEEEEI

- The heavy framlng of the original eevonteenth-century rear: rooms, re-
i |.mains intact. Some of the beams there have teen extensively penelled,
but, those in the old- hall how the kitchen--remaln exposed Here, the

|

b ane beaittifully fihished’ W1th 1dmb's-tongue chamfers.’ The rear corner-i
I rost in the north-east chamber is also exposed and ‘has' been’ chamfered
whePe it increases in'depth near.the. tops Firepleces in these® rooms .da
- from the mid-eighteenth century, although some of their mantels are 1ater.

‘-creation of a back hall.-

.o Although the front rooms 'on the second- story are at the same 1evel
| =t as the earlier ones to the rear, the first-story rooms of the front sec-
Iﬁ';; “tion are several stepe lower. : Thus the:ceilings in the first-story front"
.7 | - parlors are unusually high. The south-west parlor is quite elegant, with s
'panelling to the ceiling on all four walls, a ‘dentil. cornice, a 'marble- ;:
"faced fireplace with'a two-etcry mantelpiece--cts "eared" panel’ surmounted
Wy a teautifully carved hroken-scroll pediment. . Splayed window reveals
-~ contain the original folding interior shutters.. The;north-west parlor is
of similar, though“simpliﬁied,.design"'A triple-run etairway riaes g
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Description.

against the rear’ wall of the wainscoted front hall. Its ramped rail sup-
ported on turned balusters, ends in a half-turn at the newel..
_ The detail in the second—storv rooms is more simple than in those of
_the first story. The south-west chamber retains its two-story mantelpiece
“with an "eared" panel, but -the orlpinal fireplacé treatments in the other
"rooms have heen altered. The simple Federal wantels in the two rear rooms.
came from the (demolishad) Benjamin Pitman house on Broadway; they were 1n-
- stalled here in the early twentieth century and-have bteen attributed to.
‘Benjamin Pitman, master builder, who erected St. Paul's Methodist. Church
(1806) on Broadway. The original six-panel doors and old hardware have
heen presorved throughout"

. '
Lot

The interior ‘has heen sliphtlv altered in recent years Yo accommodatef}
‘apartments. The Trear: ell built’ in the 1920'3,13 of + sympathetic .style;. its:
fanllghted doorway on’ theinorth 8°b I ‘

Sketch-plan (based on' one by
Norman Isham), with’ the .older
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&:teaotifully chamfered seventeenth-century timber framinp of one of: th
“earliest houses still vreserved in'the state’ remains. intact in the; rea;

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFtCANCE _H ’ ',,; c T, '_' : e Vel ,'

. in 165k, Jireh Bull, husband of Arnold's daughter, Godsgift, originally:
built--it is thought, around 1680--the 'two-room, two-gtory house now ..

_.incorvorated in the present. structure. In the .middle of the eighteenth:
_century it came into the. possession of . Captain.John Mawdsley, a wealthy:

~During the Revolution it served as- headquarters ‘for- Frangois Jean, .
‘Marquis de. Ghastellux, second in command of the French soldiers in New

3 pOI"tu

: was a Revolutionary War hero who played an. Aimportant part’ in the expul-:
.8ion of British fbrces from the city; he became a trusted advisor to th
* French and was made- Frerich consul in-Newport;it was he who  in- 1795 add d
‘. the present front-door trim, so typical of- Rhode Island.

.plan was of great dimensions ‘dimensions for: its very ‘early date.: In-

e

On’ 1and whlch Ecnedict Arnold had bOuPht after comlng to Newport

merchant, who enlarged-it- greatly to the.fine house’ preserved today.

Caleb Gardner, another rmch merchant bought the house in 1795, he’,

The house has preat Antrinsic: architectural- significance.. Tﬂé

“Its first, two-storv, two-room

portion of the Bull-Mawdsley house.

.creased to four TOOmS . in plan in the middle of ‘the eighteonth oentury
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[sTREET aAND NUMBER:

‘State House, 90 Smith Street

STATE

Rhode island, 02903

CI1TY OR TOWMN:

Providencé

‘As the designated State Liasison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Presérirati_on Act of_“' .1966‘(Publi<.5 Law
89—665) 14 hereby nominale this propertir l'or'incltjsion

Nauonal
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1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Mawdsley (Captain John)
House

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY

Rhode Island , Newport

STREET AND NUMBER

228 Spring Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

. Society for
Hghard Chusk Decemter, 1972 the Preservation of New
Eng

4. IDENTIFICATION 1Ll C
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. ) Maﬂﬂac'husetts, 021111

View through doorway in south-west drawing-room towards older part of.
the house at a level above. ‘
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STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY .

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

STREET AND NUM BER!

228 Spring Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE:

Rhode Island

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

CODE

Ll

COUNTY:

Newport

cace:  1: 2),,000

[oaTe: 1957
EQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow. ;
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Teommon: Mawdsley (Captain John) House

AND/O

storic:Bull (Jireh -Mawd le Captain John_ House

228 Spring Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island [N Newport 005
HOTO REFERENC

Proto creoi:The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities

paTe or pHoTo:Not supplied, but recent

pegaTive FiLeo aT: The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities,

East wall of scmth parlour.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) s ot B Poais
Z [NINAMES
= common:  Mawdsley (Captain John) House
— anp/or HisToric: Byy11l (Jireh)=-Ma
- [ LOCATION
U STREET AND NUMBER!:
228 Spring Street
: CITY OR TOWN:
o Newport
b STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
W Rhode Island Ll Newport 'Uog—
— [ PHOTO REFERENC :
- pHoto creoi: The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities
oaTE oF pHoTo: Ce 1971 , "
w NecaTive FiLeo aT: The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities,
w : 1 Cambridge Street, Botson, Massachusetts, 0211lL
w . IDEN ATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,
Exterior fromm the south-west.




