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DESCRI LIE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL If known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ochre Point is a residential area about 23Oacres in extent, pro
jecting into the ocean near the middle of the east side of Newport.
Within its boundarieswhich are defined elsewhere in this nomination, it
has two main avenues running, north and south, and six running east and
west. Immediately contiguous to the north is the section known as The
Cliffs,- which also forms part of the Historic District and which will
he described further on. - - - -

- The Point took its oresent use and proriinencein the middle of the
XIX Century. At that time the southern part of New-port was developing
in intensive fashion as a setting for summer houses, with Bellevue - -

Avenue forming the spine of this villa colony. Bellevue Avenue was a
choice address,Thut the lots on both sides of that roadway not all of

which have ocean frontage had been rapidly built upon, and there tias

need for nearby expansion of the summer-residencecommunity. East of -

the middle part of Belleie Avenue is the flat Ochre Point area, pro

jecting well into the water, which breaks against it below rock ledges -

to t}t east and south. It has a fine, elevated north-easterly view

over the lower, Easton’s Beach, art of Newpcrt.and, easterly out past -

Niddletown’s bill and on towards Sakonnet,Westport and Cape Cod, far
out into the Atlantic horizon. This high, grassedpromontory had its
obviously desirable featureseven though BellevueAvenue was the first
fashionable afle. -- - - - -

Building on the Point began in the l8OIs, as one can tell by-the C

style Italian Villa of some of the housesclosest to Bellevue Avenue,
and it progressedover- future decadesin a west-to-east direction and
a north-to-south one along fine, tree-lined streets. - Most lots are corn- -

paratively large ones,-and thosebuilt upon earliest were d.ven sur--
rounds of shrubbery or low walls; those built upon later, and with - 0

-: greater-architectural elaboration, have in many-cases highiron fences -

with- ornate fltewas. All residential sites were given careful arboreal
or rarden planting and smooth lawns. Practically allresidencesre
quired nearby subsidiary buildings- such as stables, gardeners’ cottages
or greenhouses; As the popularity of this district continued and in-

- creased, it began to show as it still does a parade of all the chi- -

tectural styles popular throughout thelatter part of the XIX Contuxy

and the first quarter of the present one. In a few cases,houses of -

the l8O’s-l87O’s which wez later thought to he not aesthetically

pleasiñg were demolished and replaced by structures of more academicWily

elegant form, or were given some re-casing. On Ochre Point there has been

much less demolition fot qther, modern,construction than elsewherein

Newport, and there has beenmuch less destructior-hy fire. Therefore,

this part of the Historic District remains visually largely what it was

at the height of Newportt s prominenceas a "sumner social capital" --

a prominence greatly enhancedby-its architectural adornments. Certain

of the great houseson the Point are now in institutional use, and the

grandest of them all is a carefully-administered house-museum;hut this -

has not changedtheir appearanceand. has, in fact, ensured their pre- - -

- - - - See Continuation Sheet1.
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2. Location.

Beginning at the intersection of Memorial Boulevard ard Cliff Ave
nue, the Dii-Lrict boundary runseast along Memorial Boulevard to Easton
Bay and the beginning of Easton Beach. The boundary then follows the shore

line south to where Marine Avenue approaches thewater. The boundary then

runs west along Marine Avenue to the westernboundary of p1st 36, lot 53,
north along this boundary to Ruggles Avenue, east along Ruggles Avenue to

the eastern boundary of p1st 36, lot hi, and then north along this boun

dary and the eastern boundary of plat 36, lot 38, to ShepardAvenue. The
District boundary then runs east along Shepard Avenue to Lawrence Avenue

and north on Lawrence Avenue to the southern boundary of plat 36, lot 23, -

then west along this boundary and the southern boundary of plat 36, lot -

2L, to-the western boundan of-this same lot and north along this boun

dary to Leroy Avenue. The District boundary continues west on Leroy Aye-

nue to the eastern boundary of plat 36, lot 16, and continues northalong
- this boundary and the eastern boundaries ofplat 36, lots iS, 13, 72 and -

7lthe western boundary of plat 3h, lot Sb, to the northern boundary of

plat 3b,. lot 51j. Th:e District continues east along this boundary to Clay

Street, north on Clay Street to Ward Avenue and east on Ward Avenue to
Annandale Road. The District boundary then runs along the northern boun
dary of p1st 3b, lot 1i6, to the western boundary of plat 3h, lot h7, then
north along this boundary to the northern boundary of plat 31±, lot 1±7,
and east along this boundary and the northern boundary of plat 31±, lot 27,
to te western boun&iry of plat 3b, lot 182. The District boundary then
runs north along this boundary to Cliff Avenue and its extension, and then

north to Memorial Boulevard.

7. Description. - - -

servation; the remaining houses are still occupied as private summer re
sidences or discreetly disguised aoartments.

North of the north-eastern portion of Ochre Point and sharing the
Point’s precipitous shoreline is an area know as The Cliffs, which is
also part of the proposed Historic District. This section nuis from the
Forty Steps which go down to the water at the east end of Narragansett
Avenue to a termination at the north, at-Memorial Boulevard, and has as
its -western boundary Cliff Avenue, which runs south from the houlevard
onty part of the way to Ocbre Point. The Cliffs is a sewhat narrow
strip rather than an amrle,.nearly-souare srace as is the Point.

- Because of its airiness and view and its relative inaccessibility
to the general p’flic, thi quite early proved to be desirable as a sum-
mer residence location, though no more than four "estates" could corn-

- See Continuation Sheet 2.
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7. Description

fortably be located there. Of these- excepting the eighteenth-century
John Easton farmhouse on a small property is Cliff Lawn, built c.l87O
at the boulevard end and today a restaurant or inn, To-its south are the
Hopedene, Seaward and Ocean Lawn summer houses -- the last a mansion dating
from the 1880’s and the first two dating respectively from the beginning
and themiddle of this century and probably replacing-Victorian villas.

- Between Cliff Lawn and Hopedene two short streets run down horeward to -

the east from Cliff Avenue; these are Cliff Terrace and Seaview Avenue, upon
which were built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century picturesque
but inexpensive and unpretentious summer cottages and, more recently, a
number of small -houses of Cape Cod or ranch style. -

The Ochre Point-Cl iffs Historic District includes the Cliff Walk from
its beginning at Memorial Boulevard south to Marine Avenue the remainder
of the Walk is included in the eastern perimeter of the Bellevue Avenue
Historic District. The Cl-iff Walk is a foot-path of unusual beauty,
approximately three miles in its total length, running along the crest of
the Cliffs, with the sea below and the gardens of the District’s estates
on the west.- The Walk provides spectacular views at every point, as it
winds near many mansions and occasionally dips down to the shore.
Originally a fishermen’s trail, the Cliff Walk was-at one time the subject.
of a court battle between-the owners-of the estates bordering the walk- -

way and the public. The estate-owners wished to prevent public access
and viewing cross their properties and erected gates and other barriers

-
- to close the Walk and prevent such nuisance. - Such action outraged the

native Newporters, who went to court and won a decision which re-asserted
- the right of the public to an unobstructed-foot-way around the island.

Thus, the barriers were removed, and the present foot-path was laid out;
with much use ever since-, with maintenance undertaken first by the

- Works Progress Administration in the 1930’s-494O’s, and by the municipality
in more recent years. - -

See Continuation Sheet 3
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Ochre Point - Cliffs Historic District
- Newport, Rhode Island -

Descriptive Inventory of Properties

In the list which follows, the map numbers locate the property 0n the
historic district map. Street addresses, where available, are also noted.

Entries followed by two stars are of prime importance architecturally
and in relation to the development and present character of the district. -

Those followed by one star have -lesser architectural importance but neverthe

less visually support the-character of the district..

"Cliff Lawn," c.1870, remodelled c.l890-l900. Originally
in the Stick Style, later given Colonial Revival trim; two-
and-one-half stories; mansard roof; stucco-wall cover with
wood trim; entrance on west side, bay on north side; origin
ally had surrounding porches. **

"John Easton Farm,’ c.1700 ff. Two-and-one-half stories -

under a gambrel roof; additions at north and south ends;
regularly-spaced windows; central entrance on west side;

- smallf one-and-one-half story gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival
stable to northwest. *

- 3.- Cliff Ave.,- Approximately 23 houses on these three streets and running
Cliff Terrace south from the east end of Seaview Avenue. About half
and Seaview date from the 187O’s-l880’s and are in the Stick and mansa
Avenue styles, generally heavily remodelled; they are of modest

size and of one-and-one-half or two stories. - The remainder
are cottages and ranch houses of c.l945-l955. All are of
frame construction, clapboarded or shingled.

House, c.1885-1890. Queen Anne style; two-and-one-half
stories with cross-gabled roof and turret; shingled; -

variously-placed windows; porches, entrance on west side.

5. Cliff Ave. Four one-story frame ranch houses, c.1945-l955.
and Barclay - -

Square

Map Street
No. Address - Property

I. Cliff Ave.

2. ClifF Ave.

i. 29 Cliff
Avenue

rd

See Continuation sheet 4+
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Map Street
No. Address Property

6. Cliff Ave. "Hopedene," by Peabody & Stearns, 1902.
style; two-and-one-half stories under a
wall cover with stone trim; regularly-s
round-headed windows; entrance at south
north of the house. -

Georgian Revival
hipped roof; brick

paced flat- and
end; garage to the

7. Cliff Ave. "Seaward," by John W. Richmond, 1948. Georgian
style; two stories; low hipped roof; brick wall
regularly-spaced windows; entrance on west side.

"Ocean Lawn," by Peabody & Stearns, 1888-1889. Queen Anne
and Tudor styles. Two-and-one-half stories under cross-
gabled and hipped roofs with bargeboards; irregular rough-
faced ashlar wall cover with timbering; grouped and
irregularly-spaced windows; entrance at south between
wings. -

House, c.1850-l86O. Rectangular structure in the
Italianate bracketed style; cross-gabled roof; clap-
boarded wall cover-above a stone foundation; central
entrance within a triple-arcaded loggia-porte-cochere;
windows surmounted by low pediments on brackets.

House, c.185O-l860. Italianate in style but with a mansard
roof above two stories covered by clapboards; entrance in
central porch; round- and segmental-headed windows, -bay
window;to left of entrance.

House formerly Forsyth Wickes, c.1850-l86O, slightly
remodelled. Originally Italianate in style but somewhat
‘‘Georgianised;’’ stone walls; two-and-one-half stories
including hipped roof with dormers; grouped windows under
low pediments on brackets; entrance in projecting one-story
stone porch. ‘

á1s formerly Forsyth Wickes, c.1895. Colonial
1 style; two-and-one-half clapboarded stories;
roof with dormers; entrance within porte-cochere
paired columns;- various window treatments. **

Revival
cover;

8. Cliff Ave.

9. Narragansett.
Avenue

l0 Narragansett
Avenue

11 . Narragansett
- Avenue

12. Narragansett
Avenue

House
Rev i va
hi pped
having

See continuation sheet 5
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14. Narragansett
Avenue -

15. Narragansett
Avenue

16. i-liil
Narragansett

- Avenue

Four houses, c.l885. Queen Anne style; two-and-one-half - -

stories with cross-gabled and hipped roof; clapboard and
shingle wall cover; entrance in two-story porch with turned
columns; variety of window treatment featuring elaborate
muntin arrangements.

"The Orchard," 1871-1872. French XVI I-XVI I I-Century chateau
or manoir style, following plans imported from France;
beige brick walls with quoins under high, hipped roofs;
tall, regularly-spaced windows; one-story rectangular end
bay windows; uncovered central front entrance; elaborate
wrought-iron fence with tall stone piers.

‘‘Bois Dore,’’ by Charles A. Platt, 1927. French XVIII-
Century chateau style; limestone facing; two-and-one-half
stories with a hipped roof having dormers; slightly pro
jected entrance with foliate carving above; segmental-
headed windows. -

House formerly Carter?, c.189O-1900. Colonial Revival
style; rectangular, with long extension to the south-and
gabled roof with dormers; two-and-one-half stories; clapr--
boarded; undistinguished in detail; entrance in corner

- porch. -

-

17. 97
Na rragansett
Avenue

House originally E.
Italian Villa stylew
stories covered by a
horizontal boarding;
story enlargement to

D. Morgan, c.l850-1860. Asymmetrical
ith tower in angle; two-and-one-half
cross-gabled roof with wall facing of
porch entrance at base of tower; three-
west.

19. Ochre Point
Avenue

20. Webster
Street
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13. Narragansett
Avenue and
Ammandale Rd.

18. Ochre Point
Avenue -

Salve Regina College Dormitory former site of "Whiteholme"
1963. Undistinquished three-story, L-shaped structure of
buff-coloured brick with numerous paired windows.

"Southside," by McKim, Mead & White, 1882. Quedn Anne-cum-
Shingle Style; two-and-one-half stories; brick and shingle
wall cover;: gable roofs with numerous dormers, picturesque
tall chimneys; large porch Spaces on east side; variously
grouped windows. - - -

Stable of "Sulthorne" main house now destroyed. A low,
rectangular wooden bui lding consonant in style with the main
house but very simple in trim. ‘ -

- See Continuation sheet 6
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21. Webstr Service buildings belonging to Bois Dore, c.1880-1890. Small
Street one-and-one-half story buildings in simple Queen Anne style;

shingled; gable and gambrel roofs. *

22. 134 Webster Remodelled stable buildings, c.1890. Queen Anne style; one-
Street - and-a-half stories; gable roofs,- dormers; clapboard wall

- cover. ‘ -

23. 138 Webster- Cottage, c.1870-l880? Nondescript in style; one-and-a-half
Street - stories; Covered with asbestos shingling. - -

24. 140 Webster Cottage, c.l880-1900. Nondescript in style; one-and-a-half
Street stories; clapboarded. - - - - -

25 Webster - Garage buildings, XX Century. One story; brick.
Street - - - -

26. 162 Webster House, c.l950-l9GO. Ranch-house type; one story; wall cover
Street - of shingles and vertical siding. -

27. 167 Webster Cottage, *c.l895-1905. Queen Anne and Colonial Revival -styles
Street - mixed; one-and-a-half, stories; gable roof; shingle roof and

- - wall cover; conventional windows and bay windows; entrance
- - in front centre porch. -

28. Ochre- Point "Whiteholme" stables, c.l885-189O. Shingle or Queen Anne
- Avenue - style; long, low structure of one-and-one-half stories with
-

- shingle wall cover and cross-gabled, gambrel and hipped
- - - roofs; arched portal running through building at center;-

varied window treatment; intentionally picturesque compoSi-
t i on . - -

29. Ochre Point "Ochre Court," by Richard H. -Hunt, 1888-1891. French late
Avenue - Gothic chateau style; two-and-one-half or three stories

under a high hipped roof, cross-gables, turrets; limestone
wall cover; western porte-cochere, eastern loggia; various
window types and groupings, elaborate dormers; imposing

- wrought-iron entrance gate.- - - - -

30. 12 Leroy House formerly called "Bon Acueil", c.l865-187O. Mansard-
Avenue Stick Style; 2 stories plus mansard; clapboarded; entrance

with polygonal porch at center front; stable to rear.

See Continuation Sheet 7
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31. Leroy "Ridgemere," 1898, by Peabody & Stearns. Queen Anne style
Avenue with applied Colonia.l Revival elements; two-and-onehalf

- stories with brick walls and a slate-covered hip roof with
- copper-sheathed dormers; numerous plate-glass windows;

entrances in porch at front center and under porte-cochere
- on east side; wrought-iron frontal fence contained within

brick piers. *

32. Leroy Stable belonging to "Ridgemere," c.l898? A low, brick
- Avenue structure.

33. Lawrence - Stable, c.l885-l895. Goth.ic-cum-Tudor adaptation; one-and-
Avenue one-half stories; brick walls, limestone trim; ventilator-

- cupola at south end; varied windows and dormers; modern
extension at south. - - -

34. Lawrence Cottage and greenhouses, c.l900? Nondescript. -

Avenue - -

35. Leroy "Wakehurst," by Dudley Newton, 1888. Large manor-house in
- Avenue - the Tudor style; two-and-one half stories with cross-gabled

- roofs; stone wall covering; varied and grouped window treat-
- ments; numerous chimneys; spacious walled grounds formally -

- - treated. * -

36. Shephard -Stables belonging to "Wakehurst,". 1888. Consonant in Style
Avenue with the main house; U-shaped, with an entrance courtyard;

- -- two-and-one-half stories; gable roof; stone wall Cover. **

37. Leroy - Stable of ‘‘Vinland,’’ c.1883. Consonant in style with the
Avenue main house; two Stories beneath a gable roof; one-and-one-

-- half story gambrel roofed cottage adjoins to the west.

38. Leroy "Cave Cliff,’.’ c.l870-1875. Mansard-roofed rectangular house
- Avenue with some small additions;- two stories under the mansard;

- clapboarded; tall windows irregularly placed.

39. Ochre Point "Vinland," by Peabody & Stearns, 1883, extended-to the north,
Avenue 1907. Tudor-Queen Anne-Richardsonian in style; two-and-one-

half stories;- rough-cut stone wall cover, brown smooth-cut
stone trim; varied window treatment, bays, porches on water
side, etc.; entrance in porte-cochere on west side.

See Continuation Sheet 8
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Map Street
No. Address Property -

- 40. Ochre Point Gate-lodge of "Vinland," c.l883. Queen Anne style, small
Avenue and picturesque; two stories faced in rough stone with smoot

trim; high, tiled roof, rounded corner turret. **

41. Shepard. Classroom building of Salve Regina College, c.l96O-1970.
Avenue Plain, two-story buildingwith brick wall cover and a flat

roof. -

42. .Shepard Watts Sherman house stables, c.1874. Rectangular brick
Avenue - structure of one-and-a-half or two stories. * -

43. Shepard Watts Sherman house, by H. H. Richardson, 1874; later
Avenue enlarged to the north in -the original style; northeast

extension added c.1955-l965. Two-and-one-half stories in
- the English manor style; brick timber and shingle wall cover;

- varied window groupings; entrance in western porte-cochere;
- gable and cross-gabled roof. ** HABS, NHL

44. Shepard Ave. Ranch house, c.l950-1965. One story shingled structure.

45. 60 Shepard Ranch house, c.1950-l965. One story shingled structure.
Avenue -

46. Shepard Ave. Ranch house, -c.l950-l965. One story shingled structure.

47. Shepard Ave. Stabie--rernodeled as dwelling, c.1885-l895. Queen Anne
- style;-one and-one-half stories with shingle wall covering

and gable roof; various window types; rear eli added.

48. Shepard Ave. House, c.1885-1895. Queen Anne style; two-and-one-half
stories; irregular shape with shingle wall cOver, cross-

- gabled roof with turret; varied window types and placement;
entrance at south within porte-cochere. ** -

49.. 74 Victoria House, ca.1950-1960. Ranch-style, one-story.
Avenue - -

50. Lawrence Ranch-house, c.1950. One story; shingle wall Cover
Avenue hipped roof. - -

51. Lawrence House, one story, brick and wood converted service
Avenue building?. --

- See Continuation Sheet 9
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52. Ochre Point "The Breakers," by Richard H. Hunt, 1892-1895. High

Avenue - Italian Renaissance palazzo style; rectangular, covered by
stone under a tiled, hipped roof; much carved architectural

- adornment, well-placed; windows in varied, formalised
spacings and groupings; entrance in western porte-cochere;
imposing wrought-iron fence and gates with stone piers.
* HABS, NR -

53; Ochre Point Play-house of "The Breakers," c.1878-l880. Queen Anne
Avenue style; one-story, small structure with shingle wall cover,

- cross-gabled roof;- entrance within porch area; windows
variously place. ‘ NR

54. Ruggies Garage building belonging to "Seaview Terrace." One-and-
Avenue one-half stories; brick; gable roof with.dormers.

55-56 Ruggles Cottages belonging to "Seaview Terrace," XIX Century; frame
Avenue structures of non-descript style. -

57 Ruggles - Garage belonging-to "Seaview Terrace," l927-i929. Normandy
Avenue manoir style; one-and-one-half stories; stuccoed and

timbered. beneath a gable roof with cross-gables and dormers.

58. Ruggles "Seaview Terrace," by Howard Greenley, 1927-1929. French
Avenue - XVI-XVI NCentury chateau style. Enormous two-and-one-half

- story-structure with a hipped roof, cross-gables, towers
and turrets,, having stucco wall cover and timber adornment;
varied window types; entrance in porte-cochere on north
side. * -

59. Ruggles "Althorp,’ c.l895. Colonial Revival. Two-and-one-half
Avenue stories, decked hip roof, clapboard wall cover; regularly-

spaced windows; central south entrance within one-story
- porch; rounded projecting bays at each end of south

elevation. -

60. Lawrence Stable of ‘Althorp," c.1395. Colonial Revival style;
- Avenue rectangular, two-story, clapboarded structure under a

-- gable roof. - -

61. Lawrence Stable, c.i890? remodelled to residential use. No parti
Avenue- cular style; one story, L-shaped, including new southern

extension; original wall cover brick, extension has wood
- covEr; hipped roof.

See Continuation Sheet 10
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62. Lawrence Stable, c.1885-1895. Queen-Anne style; one-and-one-half
Avenue stories, rectangular; brick and shingle wall cover, cross-

- gabled roof; varied window treatment. *

63. Ruggles Stables, c.1885-l890.
Avenue

64. Ruggles "Honeysuckle Lodge," 1886. Queen Anne-cum-Shingle styles;
Avenue wide, rectangular structure of two-and-one-half stories under

Sweeping cross-gabled roofs; wall cover of- stone and shingle;
varied and grouped window treatment; recessed north entrance

- - under now removed porte-cochere. q

65. Ruggles "Nethercliff Hall," c.1875-l885. Stick-cum-Queen Anne styles
Avenue three-storied squarish structurewith stone and stucco iall

cover beneath a hipped roof penetrated by cross-gables; yr?

varied window- treatment; entrance within south porte-cochere.

66. Ruggles "Midcliff," 1886. Queen Anne-cum-Shingle style. L-shape; -

-- Avenue two-and-one-half stories covered by stone and shingling
- beneath hipped and cross-gabled roofs with turret in angle;

perimetal porches; entrance in northern one-story pro- - -

jecting porch formerly a porte-cochere. -

67. Ruggles "Ochre Lodge-," c.1885. Queen Anne-curn-Shingles styles; two-
Avenue . and-one-half stories with shingle wall cover beneath cross-

- -
- gabled gambrel roof; varied window treatment; sitting-

- porches, and entrance within recessed south porch.

68. Ruggles - "Fairhoim,"c.l86O; enlarged 1875; altered 1930,
Avenue . Rectangular two-and-one-half story structure with eastern

wihg; originally a Stick Style building with a high,
- angular mansard and surrounding porches; in 1930 given some

gables, applied timbering and stucco facing, corner tower
at southwest, etc., to resemble English manor style;
entranceon north side of main block. -

69. Ruggles Stable of "Fairholm," c.1875. -

Avenue - - -

See Continuation Sheet 11
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70 Ruggles - "Anglesea," by Detlef Lienau, 1879-1880. Originally Stick
Avenue Style clapboarded house, later given Colonial Revival de-

- tailing; two-and-one-half-stories; cross-gabled roof; varied
window treatments; entrance under porte-cochere on north
side-of main east block. ‘

71 Ruggles Garage of "Anglesea," 1922. Small, rectangular two-story
Avenue building in formal Louis XVI style; stucco wall cover,

- stone quoins; cross-gabled slate roof; pedimented -

- pedestrian entrance. - ** -

8. Significance - -

not to mention the feminine parading of flounces and feathers in an assort
ment of carriages, which often made the stables quite large and important
adjunct structures on the various villa properties.

Both affluence and the popularity of Ochre Point -continued to increase.
in the 1380’s, though the self-conscious bustle, the bustles and fringes,
the jig-saw-work and the lambrequins of the previous decade were somewhat
swept away. Lessons had been learnt, to a degree1 from observing the country
life of the settled British and French aristocracy, and a partially new life
style for the rich came in -- though it seems generally to have lasted through
this decade only. Large acreage and privacy were wanted, though one could
still emerge to preen; and houses must be manorial and spreading rather than
high and explosive; and they must be from the designs of the very best,
nationally-known architects available. So accounted for are the Watts -

Sherman house, Vinland, Southside, Honeysuckle Lodge and Midcliff -- all
attractive and rather rambling "country-club-like" dwellings rooted to their
sites. - -

The discretion of the 1880’s and the development of a native style
sympathetic to the landscape did.not, however, persist in Newport or else
where in this country in succeeding decades. Instead, the emulation of
opulent examples of Renaissance architecture in Europe became the fashion -

and continued generally until the financial depression of 1929. By 1888
or so, a shingle or clapboard house, however large, or a manor was not good
enough: one must have a chateau or palazzo impressively huge, high, wide,
and stone-face -- and monumentally visible. Of these we have left Ochre
Court, The Breakers, Wakehurst, Bois Dore and; as a swan-song 1927-1929,

See Continuation Sheet 12
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8. Significance

that enormous Loire chateau, Seaview Terrace; Whiteholme, until demolished

in recent years, was among them. Almost beyond imagination today are the
regal forms of living, the great entertaining, which took place in these
dwellings -- a far cry from the domesticity of the 1850’s on Ochre Point.
The more imposing the gates, the more vast the house, the-greater the
battal ions of footmen and the ranks-of carriages, the more foreign titles
possessed by guests, the more elaborate the dinners and balls -- the more

or the most of everything -- constituted a very seriously striven-for
desideratum, and this was Ochre Point’s apogee of social fireworks, or
perhaps one really should-say "feux d’artifice!"

- In 1974, the Point is much quieter, but it is intact. Its mansions
are there, but they do not vibrate with the extravagant activities of the
Gilded Age. - Only about one-half of the buildings remain in private
occupation; but the remainder are, however, preserved through institutional
use. Therefore, the aspect has not changed, and this part of the Historic

District deserves a high evaluation for what it has always been and for
what it still contains and displays today.

The Cliffs, the adjacent section within the District, still has its
several large houses and its one historic one the Easton farmhouse as
well as its numerous Enore modest, picturesquelyVictorian, houses of those
less wealthy than the promenent builders on the Point; and, there, Cliff

Terrace and Seaview Avenue are particularly worthy of attention.

10. Geographical - Data: UTN Coordinates - - -

19 . 307990 4594900 19 . 307730 4593380

19 308200 . 4594990 19 307710 -. 4593560

19 . 308330 4592980 19 307320 . 4593510

19 -- 307440 -. 4592950 19 . 307530 . 4594120

19 307410 . -4593330 19 . 308020 4594150

GPO 921.724
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-. 0 Pr..CoIuba . 16th Century - 16th Century - : ?0th Century
- -

0 15th Centvry LI 17th Century - 1XJ 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATES fit ApplIceble and Knon C. 1850 ff. -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE Check One or Mere as Apmopriate . - - . -

Abet iginal - 0 Education oljticoI - 0 Urbon Planning

0 Prehistoric
- 0 Enineering- - EJ Rcliâion/Phi: ..
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- 0th.: i’.ctty

0 Histo.ic lndintry losophy - Social history
0 Agricultur. 0 Invention 0 sC;ence

XI Arcl,;t,ctu.. Landscape 0 Sculpture

______________________

O Art Archit.ctur. 0 Sociol/Humon. -

0 Cojn,n,ce Literature
- itarian -

o C,.,tu,tc*ti°,,s 0 Military 0 Theater

________________________

0 Conservation o Music LI Transportation -

STATEMENT OF 5iCNIFCANCE . -

The architectural and social history of Newport over a seventy-
five-year period shows and explains itsèlf:witholarity.inthere1a_
tively compact area of the Ochre Point-Cliff Historid District.

U, -

Chronologically, one canbegin with the E. B. Morgan house of -

o - the 1850’s on NarragansettAvenue. Built in the Ith1in’Vii1ar’etSrle,
it is complete wLth asymirstricafl.y-placed tower, spreadingeaves,

I-. brackets, quoins and halusters. This-houseand the two wide, handsome
o Italianate houses diagonally across the street from it and Sulthorne,

to the south,- off Webster Avenue andunfortunately very recently de
molished were among the earliest of the surmner residencesto be built -.

on the Point. They are on spacious hut not huge lots -- no site for
these being of trestatell size -- and they are commodious‘cut not grandi
ose houses. They were intended to be dignified summ.er residences,but
ostentation and magnificence were in the 1550’s qualities not yet reach
ed for. At that tL’r.e comfort, quiet good taste.and leisurely pleasuies

-
were more the summer keynotes than were social ambition and conspicuous

Ui disola. Suóh housesasthese -- and the angular;Thnansardedand die-
creetly clapboardedCave Cliff to the east, of the early 1370’s -- were -

designed- for large and prosperousVictorian - families, from various parts
of the eastern’seahoardwho would keep a reasonablenumber of necessary
servants and a gardeneror’two, who would have frequent hoüse-tiests
and whose chief entertainmentswould be dinner-, tea-. and garden-parties,

- croquet and strolls on the grounds, visits to the local shops and visits
to the beach. -

Such a sedate pattern, however, was not maintained for very long
in the period after the Civil War, as old wealth found itself haoily
increasing and raoidly-s eLf-multiplying new wealth appeared. Inven
tiveness and restlessnessbecameevident in both social life at the
higher levels and its rnis-en-scne, domestic architecture. In this
period arrived houses of the Stick Style -- their walls and sticks then
no doubt in contrasting colours -- such as Anglesea, Fairholm, and thesomewhat confused Nethercliff Hall a chlet seems to have beenone of
its several god-parents. At this point a definite pleasure began tohe taken in displaying one’s position and affluence throu4j choice ofsite, imaginative architecture erected ttereon and definitely intended
to he seen, and in more varied and sophisticated fonns of entertaining -- -

See Continuation Sheet IL
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Ochre Point, The Cliffs
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Newport
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4. IDENTIFICATiON

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior view of "Wakehurst" from the south-east, showing the house and grounds.

FORM 10-301 A
6/72

Type all entries - attach to or en closewith photograph

. NAME
COMMON

Ochre Point-Cliffs AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned byfJPS

Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Newport Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

see ContinuationSheet #1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder April, 1974
NEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. Historical
PreservationCoitmission, 52
Power Street, Providere, R.I.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 0.301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
6/72

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph

L NAME
COMMON *

Ochre Point-Cliffs AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned byNPS
.

Historic District .

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Newport Newport
STREET AND NUMBER L

see Continuation Sheet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED ATRI Historical
Eric Hertfelder April, 1974 PreservationCommission, 52

Power Street, Providence, R.I.
4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior of "Ochre Court" as viewed from the east, along the cliff-walk.

GPO 932-009





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

FORM 10-301 A
6/72

1. NAME
COMMON Ochre Point-Cliffs AN 0/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Asagned by NPS

Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Newport Newport

STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation.Sheet#1,

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder

DATE

April, 1974

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of Ochre Point from the cliff-walk south of be historic district. From left
to right: "Midcliff, ‘.‘ "Fairhoim," and "Anglesea."

NEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. Historical
PreservationCommission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

GPO 932.009
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or en closewith photograph

1. NAME
COMMON

Ochre Point-Cliffs
Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned bYNPS

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Is land
COUNTY

Newport
TOWN

Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE

Eric Hertfelder

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

FORM 0-301 A
0/12

April, 1974

NEGATIVE FILED ATRI Historical
Preservation Commission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

Exterior view of "Southside" from the south-east, along the cliff-walk.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or en closewith photo4raph
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Ae.Ign.d by NPS

Ochre Point-Cliffs Historic
District

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newnort
TOWNNewport

STREET tND NUMBER

see Continuation 6heet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE ‘

PHOTO CREDIT DATE

Walter Nebiker October, 19Th

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

FORM 0-301 A
6/72

NEGATIVE FILED AT* J Historical
PreservationCommission, 2
Power Street,_Providence,LI.

Hou8e formerly Forsyth Wickes, NarragansettAvenue, c. l8O-186O: view from the
south, showing alteration, c. 1920’s-1930’s, to two first-floor windows.

GPO 932.009
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FORM 10.301 A
6/12

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or en closewith photograph

. NAME
COMMON

Ochre point-Cliffs
Historic District

lAND/OR HISTORICI
INUMERIC
I

J

CODE Assigned by NJ’S

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY Newport 1TOWN Newport

STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet #1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder
IDATE

April, 1974

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

View of the cliff-walk looking north as it crossesShepardAvenue, showing the

ornamental gate which is a continuation of the "Breakers" fence.

NEGATIVE FILED ATRI Historical
.resertio C?? 5i1.

GPO 932-009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 0-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
6/12

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
1. NAME
COMMON Point-Cliffs

Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NJ’S

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newport
TOWN

Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet #1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. Historical

Eric Hertfelder April, 1974 PreservationCommission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View looking east along Leroy Avenue toward LawrenceAvenue in the background.
This scene depicts the rural quality of those roads in the district which are
bordered by the gardens, greenhouses, stables and other dependenciesof the large
estates.

GPO 932-009





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

DATE

Eric Hertfelder

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior view of "Nether-Cliff Hall" from Ruggles
and western elevations.

FORM 10-301 A
6/72

.-1. NAME
COMMON *

Ochre Point-Cliffs
AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NJ’S

Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island * Newport Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet#1 *

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
-PHOTO CREDIT

April, 1974
NEGATIVE FILED ATR.J. Historical
Preservation Commission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

Avenue, showingthe southern

GPO 932-009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

NEGATIVEFILEDATRI Historical
preservation Commission, 52
rower Street, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Ornamental fence at the gates of "Wakehurst," located at the south-west corner
of the intersection of Ochre Point and Leroy Avenues.

GPO 932-009

FORM 10-301 A
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1. NAME
COMMON ochre Point-Cliffs AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned byNjj

Historic District

2. LOCATION
-STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Newport Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder
DATE

April, 1974





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
1. NAME
COMMON Och Pint-Cliffs

Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NJ’S

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newport
TOWN

Newport
STREET AND NUMBER

ee Continuation Sheet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT *INEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. HistoricalI Preservation Commission, 52

Power Street, Providence, R.I.
4. IDENTIFICATON
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior of "Cliff Haven," 3 Cliff Terrace, from the north-east.

GPO 932-009

FORM 10-301 A
6/12

Eric Hertfelder

DATE

April, 1974





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
0/72

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
1. NAME
COMMON

Ochre Point-Cliffs
Historic District

lAND/OR HISTORIC
I

INUMERIC CODE Assigned byNPS
j

2. LOCATION
STATE

m’ode Island COUNTY Newport TOWN Newport

STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet#1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT K.i. i-tj.storical

Eric Hertfelder April, 1974 PreservationCommission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of Webster Street looking east from Ochre Point Avenue. "Ochre Court" is

on the right. The streetscapedepicted here is typical of the Ochre Point-Cliffs ‘*

Historic District, as the east-west streets dead-endalong the cliff-walk, giving
views of the ocean. .

GPO 932.009
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4. IDENTIFICATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

View of the cliff-walk looking north from "Ochre Court." To the left is "South-
side."

FORM 10-301 A
6/72

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

1. NAME
COMMON

Ochre Point-Cliffs
AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NJ’S

Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newport
TOWN

Newport

STREET AND NUMBER

see Continuation Sheet #1

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Eric Hertfelder

DATE

April, 1974

NEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. Historical
PreservationCommission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

GPO 932-009
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

NEGATIVE FILED ATRI Historical
PreservationCommission, 52
Power Street, Providence, R.I.

FORM 10-301 A
6/72

L NAME
COMMON

Ochre Point-Cliffs
AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NJ’S

Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newport
TOWN

Newport

STREET AND NUMBER
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Exterior of the "Orchard," NarragansettAvenue, from the south.
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Eric Hertfelder
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4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Vjer towards the nort_west at the intersection of NarragansettAvenue and Annan-
dale Road, showing left and centre two QueenAnne-style housesfacing on Nar
rapansett Avenue.
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April, 1974
INEGATIVE FILED AT R.I. Historical
Preservation Commission, 52
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Exterior view of "Althorp" from Ruggles Avenue, showing the southern elevation.
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