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The White Harse Tavern is a larpe-scale, five-bay-wide, two-and-
ene-half story claphoarded building capped by a gamkrel roof. Tt iz zet
on a stone foundation, abubting the sidewalk at the corner of Farewsll
and Marlhorough Streects, and faces east. Probahly buillt belore 1673
as only a two-room, two-story house with a larpe pilastered brick chim-
ney, it was expanded across the rear to its present five-room plan he-
fore 1750, when it probably also recaived its present roof —form. The
building was further altered after the Reveolution,

The centered main entrance on Farewell Street and the side ens
trance on Marlborough Street are similar in desipgn. FEach has a six-
panel door surmounted by a transom and enframed by flat pilasters which
support an entablature and pediment. The 18th-century windows were
altered in the restoration of the 1950's; they now have twelve-over-
eipht double-hung sash with molded sills and caps. No evidence of the
seventeenth-century windows and their proportions has remained. (As
presently restored, the size and the shape of the windows have been
changed from the narrow nine-over-nine dimenslons common to early
eighteenth-century Rhode Island building and belong to no style appro-
priate to this building.) A two-story shingled ell, "salt-box" in form,
adjolns the rear at the north-west corner.

Much of the seventeenth-century character os the interior is still
intact in the original eastern half of the building. Most of the heavy
timber framing throughout this two-room, two-story section is exposed.
revealing chamfered summer-beams and girts; and chamfering was applied
to the corner-posts in the south-east rdom on the second floor. Al-
though now encased by panelling, diagonal bracing in the north-west
room of the second floor remains in place. The summer-beams in the
north-east room on the first floor and in the south-east chamber on the
second floor run perpendicular to the fireplace; those in the sonth-
east room and in the north-east chamber rin paralllel to the fireplace.

Although its exposed pilastered top is a regtoration, the original
central chimney remains in place, as do brick fireplaces of very large
dimensions in each room. The curved walls and coves above are charae-
teristic of early brick fireplace‘construction in Rhode Island: those
in this bullding are especially good examples. The triple-run winding
stalrcase butted against the chimney in the cramped front hall is a re-
placement, installed in the 1950's., It is designed with sawn, S- shaped
halusteras and a closed, Danelled string-course.

Opening into the rear of the original south-eastern rooms, a
triple-run winding stalrcase with turned halusters and a panelled string-

course; this is an original stair probably dating from the pre-1750 en-
larpoent of the house. The rear rooms added at that time have bteen
altered to accommodate modern restaurant facllitiles.

(See Continuation Sheet.)
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7. Description.

In the 1950's restoration, however, an unfortunate mistake was

made in the treatmont of the window openings and their sash, changing
the size and shape from the narrower 9-overt9 proportions common to

early eipghteenth-century Rhode Island huilding. Early photographs show
windows of the correct form (which had, of course, in their turn replaced
the seventeenth-century windows).
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INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Probably built before 1673, the White Horse Tavern is the oldesgt
tavern still in operation in America. Acquired in 1673 by William
Mayes, a famous local pirate, it first served as a private residence,
but soon became an inn. Mayes himself had been granted a liquor license
as early as 1687. - The house came afterwards into the Nichols family by
marriage, and the sign of the White Horse was first hung by Jonathan
Nichols, who owned the tavern in 1730.

The tavern served as a center of local affairs throughout the
early years of Newport., The Town Council met here, as did the colony's
General Assembly--according to tradition--while Richard Munday's Colony
House (1739} was under construction. So important was the tavern's
role in public affairs that it was thought that perhaps the Colony
House should be built facing it.

The White Horse Tavern is of great architectural significance.
Although it was enlarged to its present dimensions in the mid-eighteenth
century, its oripinal esction is one of the earliest structures pre-
served in the state. The early interior character' of this building has
been restored and is well maintained, and the structure still serves the

public as a tavern. ' Gyl
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Downinp, Antolnotte F,, nnd Scully, Vincent J., Jr.t The Architectural
Heritape of Newport, Rhode Island, 1610-1915.(Cambridpe, Massachugetts,
19527, pp. L, 17, 167, 168, 175, I91.
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DE!CHIDE VIEW,

North-west end of present dining-room in south part of the house,
showing stairway pre-dating the house's XVIII-Century enlargement.
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