UNIT[—.D %I ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INVERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
' - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) LN

N,ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |receveo
“# INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM |y \rc enrenco
4§§i¥“f ' FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES '

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTHIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

S

\.-"" Ny
Pre51dent s House, "Naval War College o P
. _¥.¢AND/0R COMMON" ™ '“;_"; N ’ et S
LA g Quarters AA
'-'_ELOCATION . D
W ‘ﬁf’é i STREET & NUMBER COG’S{’C l5 Hﬂrb’( IS!(LP\
jé T Naval Educatlon and Tralnlng Center - __NOTFOR PUBLICATION _,
o ‘\:*‘3;*1’?%7*‘ O TOWN  ~ ©r i, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
.- e 4‘*:‘:35 Newport : K e VICINITY OF
“ e STATE ' CODE COUNTY CODE
- 7 Rhode Island 44 Newport 005
’ EICLASSIFICATION -~~~ ...
B, ‘ Q,. ; v-.fﬁ Lo ‘ .
CATEGOHY W OWNERSHIP *- . - STATUS o PRESENT USE
' ‘9 xPuach‘}m‘ I X occurien ol _AGRICULTURE  —MUSEUM |
’ *,1"{ PRIVATE Sulgs ' UNOCCUPIED . __COMMERCIAL . —PARK
'aom R H ” _-WORKJN PROGRESS - ——EDUCATIONAL X _PRIVATE RESIDENCE"
YPUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT  _ RELIGIOUS '
2N PROCESS o Xyes: RestRICTED _GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
: + \_BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION *;
'; x'Not Applicable _—nwo X MILITARY .. OTHER:

n AGENCY ? EET.

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: {/f applicable) . .
Naval Education -and Training Center, Department of the Navy

<)

y‘*m_‘l . s N

STREET& NUMBEFI A7 3 <

"N T
- *i‘”jj, "£;§ T 5 - STATE 7
NeWPOI't ’ VICINITY OF Rhode Island
;BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
TP COURTHOUSE. i -
#0 QEGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Publlc Works Center
et STREET & NUMRBER “
" Naval. Educatlon and Training Center
ug}.u CITY. TOWN : = . STATE
: Rhode Island

Newport
-BREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

jwu An Hlstorlcal Survey of the United States
Navy Property in Rhode Island

ESPRC SR S St PECEFNEI: R R

X

__FEDERAL  STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

August 1974

3 DEPOSITORY FOR )
“ guavey recorps  Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission

. ) STATE
Providence . Rhode Island

S CITY. TOWN 2

-

) ks TS W!‘l‘m-‘? &dﬁw Bt ,‘a,,,g 3ﬁww y
EHnw vmmxm ek S IR gY :




o P A et T e T
R AT S AR

S '
5?%‘}* - . CONDITION , CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
g* . . __DETERIORATED _UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE

__UNEXPOSED

z Ty ~ " DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ,

h“(}The President's House is an 1mp051ng ‘two-story, wood frame,
;Colonlal Revival structure, situated on a knoll that commands an-
Jlmpre331ve .view. of Narragansett Bay. The south (front) elevatlonr

.

tis divided- into five bays horizontally; on the first and secondak
Y floors, -2/2 double-hung windows with shutters articulate the 1
Lfacade. Above.the built-up wood cornice and colossal order
vpllasters, four gable pedimented dormers with 6/6 double-hung
,¢sash flank a 31m11arly sized central swans—neck pedlmented

: jdouble plleqcenter stair hall plan with a kitchen ell on the
'.fnorth 51de,?a closed-in porch on the west side, an enclosed
w.entranceway on, the south side, and a large glazed conservatory on;:
AdEthe east side.’ ‘Wwhen the building was constructed in 1896, the f
; #front entrance was open but coverdd with a pedimented porch sup-
ﬁgported with two wood Doric columns: the porch on the west side St
Nighia Was also open. In addition, there was no conservatory on the eae.t:w,-,£s
yﬂ@81de- the dining room and east parlour each had a bay window on
ﬁ@*'the east elevation and an opening to the east of the existing
‘ 'ﬁﬂflreplaces linked them. The two-story bathroom addition, a wood '
gﬁ' %frame, clapboarded volume, was installed onto the north elevatlon"
"gggof the house -in 1909. Within the next three years a. glass—walled,.
_gable ~-roofed palm room was added to the east side of the east
gw;parlour,mlt projected toward the south and included a semi-~

}ﬁ c1rcu1ar balcony on-the south end. At the same time, the south

£ the palm room was extended northward to encompass the:
rentire east facade of the building; to provide for a

‘,idlnlng room were removed and the opening between the dining room
fiirtand east parlour was closed. In ‘addition, the south wall of this
"h"new reception room was extended to enclose the semi-circular .

4 balcony. At the same time, the west porch was renovated to become
i% one large interior glass-enclosed space. The enclosure of the :
;stalrs on the south (front) elevation with glass and a second,
ﬁwﬁmaller portico were also added at this time. A porte cochere
; .to, the main entrance in 1956.
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X i'Pres;ent].y, the house is intact and resplendent‘in its Colonial.
‘gWQ:Rev1val detailing. The center stair hall, with its scalloped
elllptlcal transomed and 51de lit maln openlng,.contalns a

i

”;mstalned newels. The east and west parlours are’ 51m11ar in des1gn
‘l ‘with wide 0pen1ngs and pocket doors separating each of them from

ffkflreplaces with wood mantels that typify Revivalist ‘design themes"
xw1th their fluted pilasters and dentilled mantel shelves. The B
Ldlnlng room and its fireplace are similar in their design to :
~the two parlours, except that a lighting valance was recently :

Icomplement each other and the inlay. The baseboards are built- —up iy}
of 1l x 8 boards with quarter round and ogee bottoms and tops,
_respectlvely, and the mouldings are beaded 1 x 6 boards with
decoratlve edge strips.

. The reception room and west porch remain unchanged with their
e plent:ful 6/6 double-hung windows and matching light-stained
*floors (w1thout inlay). The ce111ng of the receptlon room con-

f »constructlon. The appllances, of course, have been upgraded and
ithe ‘dumbwaiter was removed at the first floor; however, all of
sthe plain board cabinets for china, linens and silver remain
-ﬂﬁﬁintact and are .in full use. In 1933, a small one-story clap- "
Iﬁzboarded wmodern" kitchen wing was added to the north ell, and the :
'.jkltchen, formerly in the basement, was moved upstairs. This area-
wtwas renovated in 1958, and serves contemporary day-to-day, non-
v.ceremonial uses. The second floor and attic contain the private
‘Wbedrooms and studies for the residents of the building: these
“ispaces, which have undergone very few modifications, are more
e restrained than the public rooms, although the mouldlngs and
w@baseboards age similar.
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%k 1%*’-'*e‘The site is distinctly visible from every direction, and allows .. ¥
wgethe building to.assert an architectural reminder to" all who see-.
gqgﬁfit.of'the prominence of its primary resident. The site presently
g%ﬁ%?also contains a small original wood frame laundry building and ‘a.
%ﬁkﬁgconcretekbLOCKStwo—car garage that was- installed in 1959. Aldng . °
iwﬁﬁgthe highly manicured north edge of the property, a row of wood - .
ﬁ%greenhouses.were built with the residence. They were' damaged . in
#%the 1939 hurricane and’ subsequently rebuilt; however),. severe -
A:budgetary constraints after World War II necessitated. their

‘removal. At present, the area is planted with a tall row of
warborvitae. S
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PERIOD - % ' AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC VT 'A_ARCHEOLOGY-PHEHtSTOHIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

__1400-1498 . - —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION L LAW __SCIENCE

_1800-1598+. .° —AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS -~ . __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE

__160D-1839  —ARCHITECTURE "_EDUCATION - XsiuTary - —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIA| o
—1700:1799 - i _—ART o __ENGINEERING . _-MUSIC ' - __THEATER g

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION -
__INDUSTRY., - _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT, ... _OTHER {SPECIEVY
" _INVENTION, ‘ :

4

SPHJHCDAESﬁﬁlggﬁg;-_n_ .. . BUILDER/ARCHITECT Creighton’ Withers" . -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The~Pres1dent S House is: s1gn1f1cant under. Cr1terlon rA,/asso=r
‘ciation.with "broad patterns of our: history.". As the.-official":
residence of a series of senior naval off1cers assigned- to com~
mands historically present at the Naval Station.at Newport, .the.
ceremonial architectural style, formal interiors, and imposing
'setting on a knoll overloocking Narragansett Bay and at the head
of a row of officers' quarters along Bainbridge Road symbolically
‘express the importance of both the officers who have occupied
these quarters and the relative 51gn1f1cance of these commands. .
:Since 1906, the residence has been reserved for the Presidents of
‘the Naval War College, the country's premier institution for the. |
advanced training of its senior personnel and a pivotal institu-
tion in the twent1eth -century development of the Unlted States
Navy. I TR . ‘ - :

The permanent presence of the U.S. Navy in Newport dates to 1869,
.when an experimental torpedo station was erected on Goat Island.
~In 1884,Jthe Naval War College, the oldest center for the

i advanced . "study of warfare in the nation, was established in what
‘had been the Newport Asylum. It was moved to Luce Hall (Bu11d1ng
‘1), in 1894. Thelicollege constituted the prototype for similar
‘institutions of advanced military education, introducing, for
-example, the concept of war games, which had been pioneered in
Furope. Graduates since World War I have achieved the most senior
-positions in the Navy, and over .the course of the twentieth cen-
tury, the college has exercised great influence with regard to
'the development of strategy, tactics, and philosophy.

A year: after the Naval War College moved into Luce Hall, specifi-
_catlons were issued for labor ‘and materials ‘for the "Commandant's-

‘architect who appears in the Newport Directory from 1895 to 1906,ﬁ-
when he left for San Francisco. The quarters were built in 1896
t a- cost of $16 226.
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WiiThe "structure was built and-has always been used as the official
jiresidence of.la’,commanding offiber,ﬂalthbugH7it”haanot“beeniﬁ:f'i_
‘exclusiVely assigned to the Naval War College. Indeed, during- the:.-
irst .17"years. of its existence,-jurisdiction¢over,the?propgrty?
vacillated between the. Bureau of. Navigation-and: the. Bureau- of - ‘
-Yards and Docks. The_earliest_knownuoccupant.offihe@quarters;wasﬁ_
Captain John McGowan,rCommanding'Officer; Naval Station,.in 1899
It remained the:residencé of the commander'ofathe-NavalfStationﬂ}
through’ 1904, although from June' to ‘November . 1903 Captain W. W.-. .
Meade, then the occupant, was- simultaneously the’' President of. the .
War College and the Commandant, 2nd Naval District. From 1904 to .
1905, Rear Admiral Charles M. Thomas, Commandant, Naval Training"
Station and 2nd Naval District, was in residence, followed by
-Captain A. C. Dillingham, Superintendant, Naval Training Service,
from 1905 to 1906. In May of 1906, Captain. John P, Merrill,
President, Naval war College, moved into the quarters. From that
witime to the present, the building has been occupied by the suc-
f7rcessive Presidents of the War College except for the tenure of
5 Captain Albert Gleaves, Commandant, Training Station and 2nd

g:itiNaval District, from November 1911 to December 1913.
W .

Y .

Vit As observed elsewhere (Section #7),
;8ymbolizes the prominence of its occ

the site of the structure
upant, and the dual function
1 quarters of a commanding

‘ f and his family is expressed
iby the treatment of the interior spaces. The second floor and

jattic containing the private spaces for t
“in a more restrained fashion than the pub
;floor; although the floor plan is consist
‘tural style of the building,

Jmiecho the more elaborate decor
w¥rooms: on the first floor.

ent with the architec-
and the mouldings and baseboards
ative details found in the main
The six principal rooms on the first
floor. (West Porch, Library, West Parlor, East Parlor, Dining
¢Room, Reception Room) respond to the formal entertainment hosted
at the residence. The expanse, elaborate decorative details, and
'%traffic flow permitting use, if necessary, of the entire floor
(except for the rear kitchen areas), including the center hall
with its sweeping staircase, .all contribute to the sense of occa-
y8ion-associated with events at this dwelling,

v o :
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: eﬁﬁeﬂfﬁﬁGéféIdﬂ'Coasters Harbor Island, Newport, Rhode Island, .
: U.S. Naval.War College, 1884 - . Manuscript on file at the' =~ ‘°
Naval War .College Naval Historical Collection,- Newport. n.d. ...
F;Newporf Diréctory.'Sampson} Murdock- & Co.,'NewPoftq Rhode .Island.
1895-1906.- o B ’

.Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission. An Historical':

- Survey of United States Navy Property in Rhode Isiand.
c 1974, _ - , " :

and Sketches, 1909-1965.

wwU.8.. Naval Station, Newport, Rhode"Island, Record Group 39,
Woal.in . Manuscript Collection, Naval War College Historical
| Collection, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island

.Individual Items:

. Inventory of and Receipt for Furniture, October 4, 1909

{ Inventory of and Receipt for Furniture, April 29, 1912

Inventory of and Receipt for Furniture, May 10, 1912

yv. List of Occupants, President's House - Naval War College

s [ca. 1972] - ' : ' A

'~ Memorandum as to Building No. 19, April 20, 1908

-Memorandum for Files, typescript, February 23, 1954

Memorandum to Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, August 3,
1926 o : :

Memorandum to Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, May 12,
1936

Memorandum to Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, January

P4 29, 1959 : '

Wi?,yavaé War College Military Construction Program since 1890,

Lon.d.

Plans and elevations, 1909, 1958-1965

Specifications for Labor and Material for Commandant's

' Quarters, August 1895

iy, Survey of Furniture in Quarters B [redesignated AA], April
.5, 1926 - ‘
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v

-g;The_property:is bounded- by Luce Avenue on'theisouth}'Bainbridge,fj .
% Road on' the west, and tall hedges on.the north and east., . o
ﬁ%COntained in. this. area are. the, dwelling, formal circular.
leading to’the main -and side-entrances, dependencies,
:yard-area: historically  laid out' in‘ formal gardens,
*"surviving, circa 1950s aerial photograph from the
. Quarters AA, in.th
v Newport. ... ..« .

L -

‘driven -
and the .
‘according to-a DY i)
Building Files, . . ' jo&
e .Public Works Office, U.S. Naval Station, ’
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

South (front) elevation

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#1
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

West and North elevations

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

$2
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

East elevation

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#3
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

View of garden looking northwest at wood
frame laundry building

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

=4
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

View of garden looking northeast
John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#5
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
Center Stair Hall, first floor, looking

south
John R. Bowie, A.I.A.
October 1986

#6
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

Center Stair Hall, first floor, looking
north

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#7
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ







President's House, Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

View of east parlour, looking west toward
center stair hall and west parlour

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#8
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Detail of fireplace, east parlour
John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#9
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Detail of fireplace, west parlour
John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#10
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

View of dining room, looking west toward
center stair hall

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#11
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

View of reception room, looking south
John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

#12
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ
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President's House, Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

View of west glass-enclosed porch, looking
northwest

John R. Bowie, A.I.A.

October 1986

#13
Negative on file at Louis Berger &
Associates, Inc., East Orange, NJ

1 \
il S

"

- _ T

&

T

e

YA A Y e T 7




Marsn Meadows
v lgt te D"?SE'V‘E

1598 Round
Swamp

.. 1 o =lls :.'--T.ﬂ/; .t |
- Jamestowrr A // + Bryer : Lighte™ orl

e __1','?4. MY ¥point

P =a000C FZET 04

;y‘ = 141
X 2 d SER M *37 5
R 1 ez bl 27 — e —— i o p——
[ ~-—atp
100C ARk
Zons D=, Tnown in Diuf { NA -
tim* indicat n (0] CURVE
Red t .duca..es area in which only M GRIG AND 1975 MAGNET:Z NORTH a2 S A
landmark buildings are shown TECLINATION &7 CENTER OF E )
|
purple compied from aenal protowgrar !
¥ {IGTE. Frisantormation nol fuid aheck THIS MAP CCMPLIES W™= NaTI7 |

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS

1

TR EERE
% _ _'; 7 ‘— % ;{.lm._

frg = >

; -3




