
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Type all entries - complete applicable sections

COMMON:

1tcnd.rson home
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Stiles Ezra House

LOCATIONt.Y. :.‘ .:. . . . . .

STREET AND NUMBER:

lb Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE

*

CATEGORY
Check One

L

OWNERSHIPS STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

C District Building

C Site Q Structure

C Object

Public

Private

C Bqth

Public Acquisition:

flJ In Process

C B&ng Considered

j Occupied

C Unoccupied

c Preservation work
. in progress

Yes:

C Restricted

Unrestricted

J No
.

.

- -

PRESENT USE Check One or More as Appropriate .

C Agricultural C Government C
C Commercial C Industrial .

C Educational C Military C
Entertainment C Museum -

Park C Transportation C Comments

Private Residence Other Specify

Religious Hnmn fnr th
ScientiFic

OWNER OF PROPERTY

City of Newport
STREET AND NUMBER:

City Hall, Broadway
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE, CODE

Newport

_____

Rhode Island, 028b0
T1OCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

City Fiâ1
STREET AND NUMBER:

Broathray
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 0281i0
1

0

Newport

Fohi, 10.300
July 1969

STATE:

Rhode Island
COUNTY,

Newport
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Rhode Island, 028b0
I CODE ICOUNTY

Newport

[ CLASSIFICATION
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TI TLE OF SURVEY

Statewide Survey of HistoMo Buildings
DATE OF SURVEY; 1970-1971 C Federal j State County C Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SUR VEY RECORDS-

Rhode Island Historical PreservatjofCojssjon
STREET AND NUMBER:

State House,’90 Smith Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Providence - Rhode Island, 02903 Lxiv
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- Check One

CONDITION
[_çi__Excellent flj Good C Fair C Dótteriorated - C Ruins C Unexposed

Check One , Check One -

[I Altered C_Unaltered C Moved’ - I Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1756, the Ezra Stiles House is a large, two-and-one-half-
story, five-hay-wide, gambrel-roofed house. Its plan is that of four -

rooms on each principal floor with central halls, orgnaized around two
large interior brick chimneys. Now facing west, the house originally
faced its garden to the south, with its gable end to the street. When
turned west to face the street it was placed anew new, high, brownstone
foundation abutting the sidewalk. Even though the house was turned and -

remodelled in 183h, it retains its over-all eighteenth-century-lines and
character.

The windows have their original pegged frames and moulded cornices.
Two pedirrented dormers which light the garret on the front also remain.
The original doorway was replaced with one of Greek Revival design. Set -

in a panelled recess and protected by a one-story, flat-roofed portico
supported by Doric columns and simple pilasters,’ this doorway is framed
by a transom and sidelights of etched glass. The original cornerboards m
were also replaced *ith the simple panelled pilasters cortrnon to the Greek
Revival. A two-story claphoardedkitchen ell with a brick end wan and
interior chimney adjoins the house to the rear. Bay windows, each two . -

stories tall, have beenextended from the front rooms at either side of
the house. :

-l
Although the house has retaixed its cased beams and panelled wains-

coting on the interior, many of the mantels and much of the other trim
in its rooms dates from after lB3b. A graceful; winding staircase in C

the central hall rises from the ground floor an the way to the third - 1
level under the gambrel roof. -‘ - ‘ ‘ - -I

- - -- - - -

- -- - - 0



I -

‘ 18th Century

C 19th Century

C 20th Century

SPEC I Fl C OAT E1S} if Appi Icablo end Known 1756-1776, 133Li .

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE Check One or More as Appropriate ‘ -

- Abor gina1 a Educotion C Political C Urban Planning :

C Prehistoric C Engineering - Religion/Phi. - C Other Specify

C Historic

C Agriculture

- Architecture

C Art

C Commerce

C Communications

C Conservation

C Industry losophy

C Inventian Science

C Landscape C Sculpture
e

Architecture
- C Social/Human.

- C Literature
-‘ itarian -

C Military C Theater

C Music
- C Transportation

-

-

-

-

-

‘
TATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE -

.7 - -According to the records ct-the SecondCongrecationalh rch in
Newport, thi’s hoiiswas erecteds a pacsonagein 3>756 on,land whici7 had
been donatedbv,-William El1ei anLPter Coggeshail. From the time of
its erction,/ntil 1776,/the hquse was occupedby_izraAtiles, then -

rter_ofthecongrepition. n addition to being a brittittlhr
Ian", Sti1’rcias recognized as rohably the most learned man in New

England in h.i. time, and he sought information on all manner of subjects.
in’ d.1

w-eeo.r±cttr±irN’erEnand. -

Ste-he grew white mulben. tre for experimentswith silk-worms, - --

explained in a- ‘still-preserved maqxscript; he here observedthe transit
of Venusin the company of Henry Marchant and William Vernon. -

- ‘- I - - -

Stiles was also important as an educator. He had been- librarian -

of the redwood Libran since his/arrival in Newport; and he helped
JamesManning found the third college in NeE England--RhodeIsland Col
lege now Drown University. Hfs churchts congregation, denletedby

- the Revolution, was forced to dismiss him in 1776. Stiles became Presi
dent of Yale College in the following year, but it was not until 1786

- that he formally ended his minitry in Newport. y-____

_____ ___
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rve,d, one-blk-lon stre5tf cxqé’ption’ally -

4ngs which/Include the Secondongrega-
rnportant’-Vernon’Hou’c Cc. 1708, enlakged_fI , -é - I / -‘-l Landmark. Although the Stiles House

‘I / .i I /when the churchsold it1toja private mdi-
ains mupl-i’ of i%s7early character. iti pre- -

9the prot’ecti4,of the raih,rchitectdal
-ificance of the street injwhich it stands.
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______________
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
a 29 23-N

Degrees Minutes Seconds

71 o 18 50 -w

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Leis than one acre
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COuNTY

STATE: . CODE COUNTY -

STATE:

STATE:

STATE: -

COUNTY:

COUNTY

COUNTY:

:IRE R E.:S
NAME AND TITLE:

Clifford N. Renshaw, III, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE

Rhode.Island lUst orical Preservation Commission June 20, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: -

State_House,_90_Smith_Street
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE CODE

Providence - Rhode Island,- 02903
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
- - - - -

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law

59.665. 1 hereby nominatethis property for inclusion

- -

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
- - -

National Register. - - -

in the National Register and certify that it has been - -

evaluated according to the criteria and procertares set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
- - - -...

level of significance of this nominatsan is:

National C State C Local C

- - -

- - - - -

Chief, Office at Archeo/ogy and Historic Preservation

-

-N a me

Title

-

. Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

‘
Date - ., Date

BOUNDARIES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE

bP.GEOGRAPI.UCAL DATA - - --_- - - --
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SW
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

- OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
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Degrees Minutes Seconds

0

a -

0 I

0

- - -

‘ REPCR!NCE$ft1"11S ILJ -

Downing, Antoinette F., ‘and Scully, Vincent J;, Jr.: The Architectural
Heritage of’ Newport, Rhode Island, 16L10-l9lS Cambrid, Massachusetts,
1952, p. 192. -

U,

In

Ri

‘I,

-I

C

0

-I

0

UI

LDNGITUDE

GPO got .oa7 - -



M



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

z
o COMMON: endemon Home
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Stiles Ezra House
I- LL XATtt . ..,

u ITREET AND NUMBER:

14 Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode I5land Newport OO

- ‘HOTO CREDIT: Clifford M. enshaw, III
August, 1971

IU IEGATIVEFILEDATr Rhode Igland Historical Preservation Commission, State House,

: a
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-west.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ithodo Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUN1Twport

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

z
tLAME. :.: .*: . . . .... . .: ... .,

o COMMON:J1flderOfl 1OTT1e
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Stiles Ezra Hoe
1- _OCpT1ON

STREET AND NUMBER:

lit Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Ne:.mort
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Isli.nd Newport

z PI1OTORffERCE
- PHOTO CREDIT: Clifford N. Renshaw, III

DATE OF PHOTO: 1°71
W IEGATIVE FILED ATJhOde, I,1and Hi.stori cal Prenervation Commission,

Stte house, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
jIOENTIFICATI0N

______

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Nain stairray, seen at first_floor level.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Iiand

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

o COMMON: HendersonHome
- AND/ORHISTORC:St,çs7.a

............... .. ......... ......

I-
TREET AND NUMBER:o lit Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

NewTort
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Newnort UO
z ‘I

- HOTO CREDIT: Clifford N. Rens}tw,_III
jDATE OF PHOTO: 1971

LU ‘1EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
.1

State House, 90 Smith Street7 Provicience, flhod Island, 02903
IWItIO .. .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. -.

Portion of north-west parlor, showing eighteenth-centurywoodwork,
nineteenth-century arb1e mantel.
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‘Form O-3O1 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith map

Z NAME - -::‘, .: --.

o COMMON: HendersonHome

________________________________________________________

- AND/OR HISTORIC: Stiles
I- OCATON

STREET AND RUM BER:o lit Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island Newport ou

- SOURCE: Rhode Island. Departmentof Public Works: GeneralHighway Map,
Newport County

tu ICALE:
h inches: 1 mile

DATE: 1966

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL. MAPS

1. Property broundari.. where r.quirsd.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitud, reference.

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Newport
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AP -
----.:



Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE ITERIOR
July ‘969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Type all entries - completeapplicable sections

STATE: -

Rhode Island
COUNTY:

Newport -.

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

EIAME
COMMON

Newport Artillery Company Armory
AN 0/OR HISTORIC:

.... ..:.!.

STREET AND NUMBER:

23 ClarkeStreet
CITY OR TOWN:

Newriórt,
STATE . .

Rhode Island, 028h0
I coos COUNTY:

. *.

I lib Newport
I CODE

- I oo
CLASSIEICATION

_____________________________ ____________ ___________

CATEGORY
Check One

- OWNERSHIP -

- . ...

STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

LI District Building

- LI Sits LI Structure

0 Object
-

0 Public Public Acquisition:

131 Private LI In Process

Q Balk . LI Being Considered
.*- -- . - . -, - .

Occupied

o Unoccupied -

c Preservation work

. in progress

Yes:

J Restricted

LI Unrestricted

LI No

PRESENT USE Check One or More as Approprlnte
- :

LI Agricultural LI Government LI Pork 0 Transportotion - 0 Comments

LI Commercial LI Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other Spacib’

LI Educational. 0 Military - . LI Religious . . -

LI Entertainment Museum LI Scientific . -

OWNEROFPROPERTY .

OWNERS NAME: B

Newport Artillery-Company .

STREET AND NUMBER: . . . . .

2Clarke5treet ‘"

-.

CITY OR TOWN: . . - STATE: CODE

-Newport . - ,. Rhode Island,.0281j0 f lib
LOC.ft1IONOf.-LEO_ALOESCR!P ilOt4 .:::

STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 028b0

n
0
C
z
-l
-C

[CREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
- TITLE OF SURVEY: .

Statewide Survey of Historic Buildings . . -

D’TE OF SURVEY: LI Federal r Slate LI County LI Lacal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: . C

Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission. . .

STREET AND NUMBER: -

State House, 90 Smith Street --

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE - -

Providence
. J Rhode Ibland, 02903-

- ----

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

City Hall
STREET AND NUMBER: -

Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

.Newport
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7TBESC1IPTION -: :, .

ChteF

CONDITION LI Excellent Goad r Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Llnexpa.ed

DESC

- Altered

Check One

RIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL it known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Newport Artillery Company, an organization chartered in 1711,
raised money in 1835 to build its permanentquarters on Clarke Street, -

a locale that had been prominentin Newport I history from the time of
- the city’s first settlement. Alexander MacGregoi-, a stonemasonfrom
Scotlandwho was responsible for much of Newport’s early-l9th-century
stone building, was hired to design,the armory, and Duress and Mcwade
were taken on as contractors. MacGregor piled walls of random ashiar
native stone given by Enoch Hazard from his Rocky Farm and topted
them with a modest gable to create a building of simple, but relatively
heavy, temple form. He rusticated the corners and the main doorway.
A long lintel over the double, panelled doors reads "l7bl. Artillery
Company." In photographstaken in 1870, one can see that the gable
was then undecorated,-the doors were diagonally planked; and an ex
tremely tall flagpole stood on the sidewalk.in front. The building
was set on a narrow lot, donatedby.Audley Clarke, aNewport merchant
and benefactor, with 28 feet of frontage; and the structure itself.was
originally no more than 50 feet deep. In 1873 there was an addition
to the rear, inOreasing the number of east-westbays from four to
eight. While this addition distorted the originally fine proportions

- - of Macoregor!s design, the armory--situated as closely as it is between
the Second CongregationalChurch on the i’ight and the Robert Stevens
house on the left--was not really impaired in general appearance. Its
architecture was harmed, however, in 1906 when the gable was raised to
make way for a second story. Though the new stonework and brickwork
are well matched to the old, the added height and the introduction of
five windows across the upper façade have marred the Greek-Revivalin
tentions of the original design. A granite belt courCe was then added
along the sides of the building. There are iron bars on these front
windows and iron shutters’for the windows on the sides of the building.
Of visual interest is a large, relief-carved wooden eagle applied to
the gable or tympanum in 1880. Taken from the paddle-box of the S. S.
ItMetrQpolis,fl the bird is set against a red-painted wooden semicircular
backgrOund. No triangular panels with embeddedcannonballs flank the
eagle emblem. - - - -

The interior is open and rather plain, with a ceiling height of
about 15 feet. The panelled wainscotingthat was prphably once var
nished is now painted a light green to, match the plaster walls. The -

floor is of wooden planks, and the ceiling is now of 19th-century
pressedtin with an elaborate lace-like pattern. The symmetrically-,
molded architraves of the doors have circle-in-square block ornament at

the upper corners. The front and rear stairways of the long first-
floor drill hall now used as a museum have sinpie square wooden

balustrading. The back stairs were addedwhen the building was height
ened, and include a large podium landing, perhaps meant as aspeaking

or command platform. Photographs taken in 1908 show the new upstairs

lounge rooms which were finished in dark panelling; the central up

stairs room still has its large hearth; but this suite is not now in

use. - The cellar, long used as a rifle-practice range, runs the full

length of the building and has stonewalls, and a wood-beamedceiling.
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I

-SIGNIFICANCE’ t-.- ..--- H-.- :-H’-- :-.--‘ ---*- -
‘-:: -. - -.

PERIOD Chock One or Morons ApproprIate - -

LI Pre-Colunibian I 0 16th Century 0 18th Century fl 20th Century

- fl 15th Century fl 17th Century - - i! 19th Centur,

SPECIFIC DATEISI if Applicable and Known 1835, 1873, 1906 - -

- AREAS OF SIGNI Ft cANC C Clock One or Mare as Appropriate -

Abor ginal - 0 Education 0 Political - - ,LI Urban Planning

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering C Rol;gian/Phi ‘C Other Specify

C Historic
- D Industry lasaphy

__________________________

C Agricult.re C Inventian C Science

________________________

Architecture C Landscape C Sculpture

________________________

Art Architecture -
- C Social/Human-

________________________

- C Commerce C Literature
- itarian - -

o Carnn,unications Military
- C Theater

________________________

C Canservatian C Music C Transportation . -

STATEMENt OF SIGNIFICANCE - - -

- ‘Owing to th& antiquity ot the militia -organization it houses, and
to its presence in this historic block, the Clarke Street armory has
much to speak for it besides its architecture. The Newport Artillery
Companytsearliest origin was in 1639 as a "trained band’t against

X hostile Indians; and, according to Elton Manuel’s detailed account, in
o l7hl - - -

- 11a group of 18 men, calling themselves the ‘principal inhabi
I- tants of the town’ applied to the GeneralAssembly for a charter
o to form an organization ... the charter was approved. They chose

Jahleel Brenton as their first-commanding officer.’t -

When, nearly one hundred years later, they desired a permanentand, i.f
- possible, monumental armory they employed AlexanderMacGregor, a Scotch

- stonemasonwho also built the fine granite walls of the early part of
in Fort Adams, the Perry Mill, Stone Villa, Swanhurst, and the Thorn house

in Newport. -

In adapting rough-laid local stone to the smooth rigidities’ of the -

LU - Greek Revival style so popular in the early part of the 19th century,
w the armory is unusually successful: MacGregor’s handling of it is strong

and confident even if quoining seemsout of place in this style. The
building in old photographs and restored sketches depends on its striking
proportions for its effect--the simplicity of its rectangular and ‘super-
posed triangular masses, the flatness of the façade, the primitively
tidefensiveti heavy inset doors. - -

The armory’s architectural individuality and long-established
place in the community d,’ Newport, as well as its present use as a
highly instructive military- museum, make it an integral part of the
fabric of the Clarke Street neighborhood, and indeed of Newport’s over
all heritage. - -

-:
-



REFERENCES -

Downing, Antoinette F., and Scully, Vincent J., Jr.: The Architectural
Heritage of Newport. Rhode Island, 16bO-l9l Cambridge, Massachusetts,

- 1952, pp. 102, 112, l9h. - - - - -

Manuel, Elton: History of Clarke Street unpublished manuscript, Nëwpèrt,
Rhode Island, 1970. - -

CEOGRAPHICAL DATA

____ ________________________________

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
DEFINtNG THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITuDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER - LAT!TUOE LONGITUDE

0
R

NW

NE

SE

SW

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
-o - -,-. i. 0 -

-. -- 0

0

0 - *

LATITUDE LONGITUDE -

D greeS Minutes DSeco ds Do roes Mm tes Seca ds
L1o,292l.h 1i0 l5l.C1

APPROXtMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre -

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES -

STATE: - - - - - - - - CODE - COUNTY CODE

STATE: - - - CODE COUNTY: - - - - - - - - CODE

STATE: ‘ - CODE COUNTY:- -- - ‘, - - - CODE

STATE: - - - - - CODE COUNTY’. - -- - CODE

- FORM PREPARED BY -

-J

-j

- I -

NAME AND TITLE: - -‘ - -

B. Christopher Bene, Consultant - - - - -‘ ‘ - - -

ORGANIZATION - - - - DATE -

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission --- - - September25,- ‘7
- STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street - -‘ - - -

CITY OR TOWN: -

Providence
- - ‘-- STATE - ‘t. -- ‘Jr - - - - - - - CODE

-i - - -‘- - Rhode Island, 02903 - -: -

STATE LA1SON OFFICER CERTIRCA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- - - -

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

- 89-n65, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
Natianal Register. -- -- -

in the National Register and certify that it has been -
- , - -, I -‘ -- - - --

evaluated according to the criteria and procecbaresset - -

- - - -

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
chief,Office of Archeology andHistoric Presetvation

level of significance of this nomination is: - -

National C Stale X Local C - - -

- Date

Name - -

- ATTEST:-, - - ---- - - -

Title - - ,,,, ‘,‘ - --

- - - - Keeper of The NatIonal.Register -

- Date Date - - -
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1Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

July 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
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L Property broundaries where required.
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