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INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
) : ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
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Henderson Home

AND/QOR HISTORIC:

. ' Stiles (Ezra) House

STREET AND NUMBER:

1l; Clarke Strest
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Newport
I STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island, 028L0 th Newport 005
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CATEGORY i STATUS
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] Districe X Building q Public Public Acquisition: [ Qccupied Yeos:
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City Hall, Broadway .
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L LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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City Hall

STREET AND NUMBER:
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‘ : Newport Rhode Island, 028L0 Lk
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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7. DESCRIPTION:

: (Check Ona)
CONDITION [0 Excellent [X Good [ Fair (] Dateriocroted . [ Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) _ (Check Ono) )
(X Aitered ] Unalrered : ] Moved: - [X Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1756, the Bzra Stiles House is a large, two-and-one-half-
story, five-bay-wide, gambrel-roofed house. Its nlan is that of four
rooms on each principal floor with central halls, orgnaized around two
large interior brick chimneys. WNow facing west, the house originally
faced its garden to the south, with its gable end to the street. When
turned west to face the street it was placed a new new, high, brownstone
foundation abutting the sidewalk. Even though the house was turned and -
remodelled in 183k, it retains its over-all eighteenth-century lines and

character,

_ The windows have their original pegged frames and moulded cornices.
Two pedimented dormers which light the garret on the front also remain.
The original doorway was replaced with one of Greek Revival design. Set
in a panelled recess and protected by a one-story, flat-roofed portico
supported by Doric columns and simple pilasters, this doorway is framed
By a transom and sidelights of etched glass. The original cornerboards
were also revlaced with the simple panelled pilasters comon to the Greek
Revival. A two-story clapboarded kitchen ell with a brieck end wall and
interior chimney adjoins the house to the rear. Bay windows, each two
stories tall, have been extended from the front rooms at either side of

the house. :

Although the house has retained its cased beams and panelled wains-
coting on the interior, many of the mantels and much of the other trim
in its rooms dates from after 183L. A graceful; winding staircase in
the central hall rises from the ground floor all the way to the third
level under the gambrel roof. - ‘ .- :
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. SIGNIFICANCE ;

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropr!ufc) .
] Pre-Columbian| [ 161h Cunrury Q{ 18th Century O 20th Century

‘. O 15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Century
| SPECIFIC OATE!S} (If Applicable and Known) 1756—1?76, 1831.1

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

. "
-

o nm rmeme e e e e aema

Abor iginal [X Education {7 Political (O Urban Planning
[C] Prehistoric ) Engineering - b Reiigion/Phi. ’ ] Other (Specify)
: O Historic O Industry losophy
K [O Agriculture [ Invention t] Science
. [X] Architacturo (] Lnndscape [ Sculpture
O An Ar:l\necfure - [ Seciol/Human-
O Cemmarce [ Literature itarian ’
[ Communications [ Military [ Theater
) {0 Conservation [ Music [ Transportation

!TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE —

According to thé/;ccords of AHe Sspond Congrccationalighurch in
Newport, fhlq housé/was erected/és a parsonage in 1?56 oq/land which had
been donated by illiam llery and Péter Coggeshall. From the time of
its erﬁbtlog;///tll 17?6,/thc house was occupled by Ezra_Stiles, then
~—~mindster of the congregation., n addition to being a brilliant T chureh=
pﬁfﬂén Stiles was recognized as frobably the most learned man in New f', e
England in hi tlme, and he soupht information on all manner of subjects. ||
A—ér&ené-ni_ﬁsnﬁamln_ﬂxanklln,_axllus_condnciad—&he—&mrsb-expezmmﬁntﬁu1 A4
with-ctectrietty~in-New Erdnland. he parden & oéeh&sz;_____gn:ﬂtgzgp
Stmeeb--he grew white mulbkerry. tre for experiments with silk-worms,

I explained in a still-preserved maquscript he here ohserved the transit
of Venus-in the company of Henry Marchant and William Vernon.

T

—

e

Stiles was also important s an educator. He had bcen‘lihrarian
of the redwood Library since his7arrival in Newport; and he helped

Jamos Manning found the third college in New England--Rhode Island Col-
lege {(now DBrown University). Hﬂ% church's congregation, denleted by
" the Revolution, was forced to dlsmlss him in 1776. Stiles became Presi-
dent of Yale Collefc in the follow1np year, but it was not until 1786
/ .that he formally ended his mln%stry in Newport. ,}
&

,n-—-"""'"_"/__..—"'7 i

; “"__“‘krchliccturally;_ﬁhc_ﬁzra Stlleu—HOUSC_iS most.. 51pnificant as Dart
of an cxtrcmelv wclllprcserved one-block—long street. of exceptlonally -
fine cightcenth-céntur? hulld}ngs whlch,lnclude thdeecond Congrega- '
tional Churcp/(1735)/%nd thelimportant/Vernon House (c. 1708 enlarycd

c. 1760, a,reolstered Natlonal Landmark Although the Stilcs Hoyse

was scmcwhat altédd 1n1183h, when the chufch,fold it tosa prlvatc indi-

o ' ‘v1dua1,/1t neVerthelcs;fretalns much of 1ts eéarly character. Its pre--

servation ifs/essential /for the protectlon of the raré archltactural
quaflty and hlstﬂ?lct} sm%niflcance of the street 1q/wh1ch it stands.

suu Lped @ W”’ oy
foouns ar /f% U@Ww 5’%

e p—————
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/CEQGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COCRDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
©F LESS THAN TEN ACRES

EGISTER VERIFICATIO

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

B9-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National-Register and cerlify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servn{:e The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

I
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

'National Register,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

GPO 901 .087

'r
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED sTATE;EPA;JENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode TIsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRS
: Nevwport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) it o' DATE

enderson Home

AND/OR HIsTORIC: DULLlES (Ezra) House

TREET AND NUMBER:

1)y Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

“Proto crepiT: Clifford' M. Hens 5 ITT

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Igland LI N

ERE e

DATE OF PHOTO: August, 1971

|DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

pecaTive Fiteo aT: Rhode Tgland Historical Preservation Commission, State House,

Exterior seen from the south-west.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE R
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RhOdO I.,land

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

common:[ianderson Home

AND/OR HISTORIC: Stllc«a (Ezra) House

LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

1L Clarke Strest

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: . CODE
Rhode Island N Newport 005
, PHOTO REFERENCE

Renshaw, IT1

: C1ifford M.

PHOTO CRED!

DATE OF PHOoTo: 1971

pecaTive FiLeo aT:Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

State Honqn, 00 %mith utraat PrOV1dnnco, Rhode’ Iqland

02903

|4. IDENTIFICATION bl sl sl e g e R e

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIHECTION ETC.

Main stairway, seen at first-floor level.







INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

- - I I e o STATE S — T
N T ONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) o sl

common: Henderson Home

AND/OR HISTORIC: §

STREET ANOQ NUMBER:

Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Newnort

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island oL Newport 005
HC ERENCE
broto creoit: C1lifford M. Renshaw, III

DATE OF PHOTO: lg?l

Necative FiLeo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State llouse, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island

DESCRIBE IEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Portion of north-west parlor, showing eighteenth-century woodwork,
nineteenth-century marble mantel.
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IForm 10-301 *UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AME
common: Henderson Home

AND/OR HISTORIC: §tiles (Zra) e

STREET AND NUM BER:

1); Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Island

MAP REFERENCE -

source: Rhode Island. Department of Public Works:
Newport County ...

Inn Newport

General Highway Map,

CODE

(9]0}

l; inches: 1 mile

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow. )
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE !‘TERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
{July 1969}

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
' , INYENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)

STATE:
Rhocde Island
COUNTY:
Newport
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

Newport Artillery COmpanv Annory

» AND/OR HISTORIC

~

STREET AND NUMBER:

23 GlarlﬂaStreet

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE CODE

Lh

Rhode Island, 028L0

COUNTY:

CLASSIEICATION
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I . ) ’ IR AN - in progress [j Ne
. b PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate} .
; o 1 Agricultural [ Government [:] Park O Trans;;orfation (O Comments
-, o [ Commercial 1 Industrial ] Private Residence 0O Other" (Spacity) .
i . +
I | 7] Educational, J Military 7] Religious : e e,
1 .
l w [0 Entertainment [j Museum [ Scientific
| :
1 - CWNER'S NAME: g
‘ Newport Artllleqy Company " v »
: i STREET AND NUMBER: __ ] M-
! w’ . 23 ClarkeStreet ’ - " et -y :
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- Newport Rhode Island, 028L0 Lk
QCATIONOF.L G'&DESCRWJWDN' G
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 0
City Hall ¢
. z
. STREET AND NUMBER; P,
_ Broadway ‘ ) ) ”
; CiTY OR TOWN: R ) STATE coDE
.Newport _ R ‘ - Rhode Island, 028h0 Lk
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: Statewide Survey of Historic Auildings 7 2|
v - |oATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal T Stare [ County [ Local ; =
CEFGSITORY FOR 5URVEY RECORDS: . clz
‘ . g
L ~ Rhode Island Historical Preservatlon Commission. nle
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; State House, 90 Smith Street’ 2
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[TEZDESCRIPTION . i .o . o7

4 {Check Ona)

CONDITION [ Excellent m Gaod ({1 Fair (O] Deteriorated [ Ruins (7] Unexposed
- (Check One} T, L .7 (Check One)
) Altered [ Unalrered : [0 Moved - (G Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Newport Artillery Company, an organization chartered in 1701,
raised money in 1835 to build its permanent quarters on Clarke Street,
a locale that had teen prominent in Newport's history from the time of

. the city's first settlement. Alexander MacGregor, a stonemason from
Scotland‘who was responsible for much of Newport's early-19th-century
stone tuilding, was hired to design the armory, and Duress and McWade
were taken on as contractors. MacGregor piled walls of random ashlar
(native stone given bty Enoch Hazard from his Rocky Farm) and topped
them with a modest gable to create a building of simple, but relatively
heavy, temple form. He rusticated the corners and the main doorway.
A long lintel over the double, panelled doors reads m7h1. Artillery
Company." (In photographs taken in 1870, one can see that the gable
was then undecorated, the doors were diagonally planked, and an ex-
tremely tall flagpole stood on the sidewalk.in front.) The building
was set on a narrow lot, donated by Audley Clarke, a Newport merchant
and benefactor, with 28 feet of frontage; and the structure itself was
originally no more than 50 feet deep. In 1873 there was an addition
to the rear, increasing the mmber of east-west bays from four to
eight. While this addition distorted the originally fine proporiions

" of MacGregor!s'design, the armory--situated as clogsely as it is between.

the Second Congregational Church on the right and the Robert Stevens
house on the left--was not really impaired in general appearance. Its
architecture was harmed, however, in 1906 when the gable was raised to
make way for a second story. Though the new stonework and brickwork
are well matched to the old, the added helght and the introduction of
five windows across the upper fagade have marred the Greek-Revival in-
tentions of the original design. A granite belt course was then added
along the sides of the tuilding. There are iron bars on these front
windows and iron shutters for the windows on the sides of the building.
0f visual interest is a large, relief-carved wooden eagle applied %o
the gable or tympamum in 1880. Taken from the paddle-box of the 3. S.
"Metropolis," the tird is set against a red-painted wooden semicircular
background. Two triangular panels with embedded cannonballs flank the

eagle emblem,

The interior is open and rather plain, with a ceiling height of
about 15 feet. The panelled wainscoting that was probably once var-
nished is now painted a light green to match the plaster walls. The
floor is of wooden planks, and the ceiling is now of 19th-century
pressed tin with an elaborate lace-like pattern. The symmetrically-.
molded architraves of the doors have circle-in-sguare tlock ornament at
the upper corners. The front and rear stairways of the long first-
floor drill hall (now used as a rseum) have simple square wooden
balustrading. The back stairs were added when the building was he%ght—
ened, and include a large podium landing, perhaps meant as a speaking
or command platform. Photographs taken in 1908 show the new upstairs
lounge rooms which were finished in dark panelling;-the central up-
stairs room still has jts large hearth; but this suite is not now 1n
use. The cellar, long used as a rifle-practice range, TunS the full
Jength of the building and has stone walls and a wood-beamed ceftling-
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

f8.: SIGNIFICANCE |

PERIOD (Check One or More a8 Appropriate) ) R .
[} Pre-Columbian} [ 16th Century ] 18th Century [} 20th Century

"[73 15th Century ) El‘ 17th Century . f_& 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicnble and Known) 18'3,5‘ 18?3‘ 1006

JArEAS OF SIGNIFIiCANCE (Chock One or More as Approprintc)

Abor iginal ; [ Education [0 Political ‘D Urban Planning
] Prehisteric [ Engineering 71 Religien/Phi. "3 Other (specity)
[J Historic ) Industry losophy

[ Agriculture, [ Invention O Science

[ﬂl Architecture [ Lendscape 1 Sculpture

Ej Art Architecture O Seciol/Human-

[] Commerce ] Literature itarian

[0 Communications &K Military [ Theater

[ Conservatien O Music [O Transportction

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

' Owing to the antiquity of the militia organization it houses, and
to its presence:in this historic block, the Clarke Street armory has
mach to speak for it besides its architecture, The Newport Artillery
Company's earliest origin was in 1639 as a "trained band" against
hostile Indians; and, according to Elton Manuel's detailed account, in
17 ' ' ‘ :

"a group of 18 men, calling themselves the 'principal Inhabi-
tants of the town' applied to the General Assembly for a charter
" to form an organization ... the charter was approved. They chose
Jahleel Brenton as their first commanding officer.” -
When, nearly one hundred years later, they desired a permanent and, if

" possible, morumental armory they employed Alexander MacGregor, a Scotch
stonemason who also btuilt the fine granite walls of the early part of
Fort Adams, the Perry Mill, Stone Villa, Swanhurst, and the Thorn house
in Newport. . _

In adapting rough-laid local stone to the smooth rigidities’ of the
Greek Revival style so .popular in the early part of the 19th century,
the armory is unusually successful: MacCGregor's handling of it is strong
and confident (even if quoining seems out of place in this style). The
building in old photographs and restored sketches depends on its striking
proportions for its effect--the simplicity of its rectangular and super-
posed tridngular masses, the flatness of the fagade, the primitively
"defensive" heavy inset doors. '

The armory'!s architectural individuality and long-established
place in the community of Newport, as well as its present use as a
highly instructive military museum, make it an integral part of the
fabric of the Clarke Street neighborhood, and indeed of Newport's over-
all heritapge. '
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ITATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

AM
common: Newport Artillery Company Armory
AND/OR HISTORIC:
SCATioN

STREET AND NUM BER!

_ 23 Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island l-lh Newpolvt 10053

SOURCE:

INSTRUCTIONS

U. S. Geological Survey

scare: 1: 2)_1,000

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




