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(N Altered 3 Unaltered : O] Moved: - [X Original Site

CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1756, the Ezra Stiles House is a large, two-and-one-half-
story, five-bay-wide, gambrel-roofed house. Its mlan is that of four
rooms on each principal floor with central halls, orgnaized around two
large interior hrick chimneys. Now facing west, the house orliginally
faced its parden to the south, with its gable end to the street. 'hen
turned west to face the street it was placed a new new, high, brownstone
foundation abtutting the sidewalk. Even though the house was turned and -
remodelled in 183, it retains its over-all eighteénth-century lines and

character.

. The windows have their oripginal pegged frames and moulded cornices.
Two pedimented dormers which light the garret on the front also remain.
The original doorway was replaced with one of Greek Revival design. Set
in a panelled recess and protected by a one-story, flat-roofed portico
supnorted by Doric columns and simple pilasters, this doorway is framed
tv a transom and sidelights of etched glass. The original cornerboards
were also revlaced with the simple panelled pilasters common to the Greek
Revival, A two-story ciapboarded kitchen ell with a brick cnd wall and
interior chirmmey adjoins the house to the rear. Bay windows, each two
stories tall, have been extended from the front rooms at either side of

the house. .

Although the house has retained its cased beams and panelled wains-
coting on the interior, many of the mantels and much of the other trim
in its rooms dates from after 183h. A graceful; winding staircase in
the central hall rises from the ground floor all the way to the third
level under the gambrel roof. - ' . .
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ﬁ “SIGNIFICANCE
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PERIOD (Check Ore or Moreo as Appropriate)
[0 Pre-Columbiani ] 16k Cen!ury (A i8th Century O 20th Century

.- ) 15th Century [ 17th Century {7 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applticable and Known) 1756-1?76, 183].[

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Choeck One or More as A_F!PPOPH‘M'-")
{0 Urban Planning

Aboriginal [A Education [ Political
O Prehistoric {3 Engineering - X:] Religion/Phi- ' [ Other (Spacify)
[ Historic [ industry lesophy
[ Agriculture [ Invention t] Science
. [ Architecture [J Landscape [ Seculpture
O An Architectyre ] Secial/Human-
[} Commerce [J Literoture itarian
] Communicatiens O Military [ Theater
) {0 Conservotion O Music ] Transportetion -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF1CANCE —

Accordlnp 1o thé/;ccords of.the Second Gongreaational‘ghurch in
Newport, thlg hmtsé’was erected/ﬁs a pé?éonave in 1756 on lénd which had
been dondted by, William 1lery and._Péter Coggeshall From the time of
its erébtlon,/ﬁgtll 1776, -¥he house was occupied by Ezra Stiles, then

‘“‘m&niqtcr of the congrepatlonjﬁgln addition to being a brilliant church-
~man, Stiles wis recognized as fpr

England in hi a}&pe, and he souyht informatlon on all manner of subjects.
A_friondmal Biﬁ 0T N cond;mted—the—f—rrs*b"exmﬂﬁeﬂ‘&&-l
w1£h—c&ectricityﬂin"ﬂew'Fhvland. the parden of—his—house—o ‘
Stneeb—e grew white mulberry tre for experiments with silk-worms,

J explained in a ‘still-preserved maguscript he here ohserved the transit

of Venus in the company of Henry larchant and William Vernon,

Stiles was also important as an educator. He had been librarian
of the redwood Library since his?arrival in Newport; and he helped
James Manning found the third college in New England--Rhode Island Col-
lege (now Brown University). Hﬂé church's congregation, denleted by
" the Revolution, was forced to dismiss him in 1776. Stiles became Presi-
| dent of Yale Collepge in the follow1np vear, but it was not until 1786
/ .that he formally ended his mln%stry in Newport. /}
{

—r TR -

_——
; ““"“*ﬁrcﬁitcciurally tha_Ezra Stlleu—HOUSC_iS most.. 51rnificant as part

fine eiphtcehth—cénturv bildin gs whlch,lnclude thdfsecond Congrega-
tional Ghurch/(1735) / and /the/ /anortant / Vernon' House (c. lTOB, enlarfrcd
c. 1760}, a,rcgfétéred Natlénal Landmark. Athdagh the Stilcs Hoyse

was somewhatf altérda 1n/183 s When the church £old it to/a prlvatc indi-
.v1dua1,/1t hevertheless retalns much of 1ts early character. Its pre--
servation ﬁ% cséontla?/éor the protectlon of the raré archltectural
quailty and“hista ical

sf%niflcance of thc street 1quh1ch it stands.

obably the most learned man in New y\

. A-'-"E‘ Y

of an oxtremelv welliprcserved one-block 1ong street. of except10n¥lly -
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: L&S3 than one acre. w -
v ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ,
STATE: - CODE | COUNTY = " CODE m
“ ’ m
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE = .
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE | "
A
Y FORMPREFPARED:B) o -t
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Clifford M. Renshaw, III, Consultant 0. -
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Rhode. Island Historical Preservation Commission _ June 20, 1971 . -
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! Prov:u"lcncc Rhode Island, 02903 . Ll L
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ' L . ..

- tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify l.hat thfs property is included in t'he

: 89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

! ’ evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

. forth by the National Park Service. The rec mended - - -
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Ry
Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

ET AND NUMBER:

1)}y Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

ISTATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Igland LL Newport 00

s G i
FroTo creoi: Clifford M. enshaw, ITT

paTE oF PHOTO: August, 1971

pecaTive FiLeo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Connnission, State House,
Smith Street, Provigd Rhode Island, O

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-west.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) it oo Mool i 2ate
common:Heanderson Home
AND/OR HisTORIC: Stiles g_Ezra) House
LOCATION
[STREET AND NUMBER:
1l Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY! CODE
Rhode Island nn erport 008
HOTO REFERENG e —_ T
pHoTo creoiT: Clifford M. Renshaw, ITT
DATE oF PHoTO: 1977
pecaTive FiLeo aTilfhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State Ilonqa, ‘?0 ‘%mith utroot Prov:Ldance, Ilhoda Ir::l.-:m 02903
© [T 1GENTIFICATION T N T —

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. E‘I’C.....
Main stairway, seen at first-

floor level.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

o g . _:T: OF_T.HE mT;uon STALE
UNITED STANTAE1§|3::: PARIIE(N:ERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) PEIDT T oMEEn bt

common: Henderson Home

AND/OR HISTORIC: §

MBER:

..'I'REE.T ANO N 3
11 T1arke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newnort

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island L Newmport 005

P.OH'II.'-D CREDII'.I.’: C-"'lii‘ford M. Renshaw, ITI

DATE OF PHOTO: lq?l

lecaTive FiLep aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
State llouse, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island

W, DIRECTION, ETC.

Portion of north-west parlor, showing eighteenth-century woodwork,
nineteenth-century marble mantel.
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AME
common: Henderson Home

AND.-’”O: HisToric: Stiles (ra HOE

STREET AND NUM BER:!

1l; Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Newport

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

MAP REFERENCE
source: Rhode Island. Department of Public Works:
Newport County ...

Rhode Island Inn Newport

CODE

General Highway Map,

0U5

l; inches: 1 mile

UDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude ‘reference.




