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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL U known PNYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1756, the Ezra Stiles House is a large, two-and-one-half-
story, five-bay-wide, gambrel-roofed house. Its plan is that of four
rooms on each principal floor with central hails, orgnaized around two
large interior brick chimneys. Not-i facing west, the house originally
faced its garden to the south, with its gable end to the street. When
turned west to face the street it was placed anew new, high, brownstone
foundation abutting the sidewalk. Even though the house was turned and
remodelled in 183i., it retains its over-all eighteenth-centurylines and
character.

The windows have their original peggedframes and moulded cornices.
Two pedirrented dormers which light the garret on the front also remain.
The original doorway was replaced with one of Greek Revival design. Set
in a panelled recess and protected by a one-story, flat-roofed portico
supported by Boric columns and simple pilasters,’ this doorway is framed
by a transom and sidelights of etched glass. The original cornerboards rn
were also reolaced withthe simple panelled pilasters common to the Greek
Revival. A two-story clapboardedldtchen dl with a ‘brick ond wail and
interior chimney adjoins the house to the rear. Bay windows, each two . -

stories tall, have beenextended from the front rooms at,either side of
the house. in

-l
Although the house has retained its cased beams and panelled wains-

coting on the interior, many of the mantelsand much of the other trim
in its rooms dates from after l83b. A graceful; winding staircase in C

the central hall rises from the ground floor an the way to the third .

level under the gambrel roof. ‘, . . - ‘ . -I
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T’ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

Accordinto thiccords et.-tHSeco’áThongregational.Ch1ich in
Newport, thi’s hoiise’was erected’as a pacsonagein 1756 lad which had
been donatedbA’Jilliam E11e4 ancU-Pter Coggeshafl. From the tine of
its erctio9,’ntil 1776,/the housewas__ccupgdyzra5tiles, then
iiter_of_the_congre tion.’ n addition to being a FiItirt1Tahr

Sflles was recognized as rohably the most learned man in New
England in hip. time, and he sought information on all manner of subjects.

ftf1 he-4rbeent
wffeeor±etty±rNerEritand. r fhflardrnCS- 1
Stmit he grew white mulbexry tre for experiments with silk-worms,

3 explained in a still-preserved .marjiscript; he here observedthe transit
of Vienus’ in the company of Henry Ijiarchant and William Vernon. -

- ‘ - - -

I -- .

- Stiles was also important s an educator. He had been. librarian
of the redwood Library since his/arrival in Newport; and he helped
James Manningfound the third cqIlege in New England--RhodeIsland Col-
loge now Drown University. Hg5 churchts congregation, denleted by
the Revolution, was forced to dtsmiss him in 1776. Stfles becamePresi
dent of Yale College in the following year, but it was not until 1786
that he formally ended his mini’stry in Newport.

-- thaJzra StilesJious&is_most_significant as part
of an ext1reme, :rved, one-blok-1on stre5tf ‘exc/ptio4lly
fine eightce: Lngs which/Include the Second ,Congrega- -

tional 9hurcl mportant,-VernonHouSe c. 1708, enla&ged
c. 1769, a, 5al Lan$rk. ,A’ltoQh the St’iles Hoy1se
was satewhal when th"e church/sold it1to/a private mdi-
.vidua’i,-it ins much.of ?ts1early character. Itst pre
servation

I
;the prot’ectioh,of the raIb,4rchitectuaal

qua ity and4jst.rical/silgnjficance of the street in..which it stands.
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Downing, Antoinette F., ‘and Scully, Vincent J, Jr.; The Architectural
Heritage of Newport, Rhode Island, l6h0-lcl5 Cambrid, Massachusetts,
1952’, p. 192.
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z 4QT RFERENCE
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: Clifford M. enshaw, III

OF PHOTO: August, 197].
LU IEGATIVEFILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,State House,

‘:
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior seefl from the south-west.
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- OTO CREDIT: Clifford N. Renshaw, III
OF PHOTO: l7].

LU INEGATIVE FILCO Inland Historical Prenervntion Commission,
j Stte house, 90 Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Island, 02903
DE.NTIFPCATION -

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Nain stairway, seen at first’floor level.
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- IPHOTO CREDIT: Clifford N. Ren&aw, III
DATE OF PHOTO: 1971

LU EGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
LU j. State House, Sith Street? Providence, Rhode Island, 023
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DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. -

Portion of north-west parlor, showing eighteenth-centurywoodwork,
nineteenth-centurymarble mantel.
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