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- COMMON: Clarke Street Meeting House
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Clarke Street ;

CITY OR TOWN: . -1
Newport

‘TATE
CODE COUNTY: coot

Rhode Island,028b0 Newport 005 -
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CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP STATUS

A. LSIbLE
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District C Building Public i:j Public Acquisition: Occupied [T Ye,

Site C Structure C Private - In Process C Unoccupied 1rICt0
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Both C Being Considered C Preservation work Unrestricted

in progress C No- 7.
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CAgricultural C Government C Park C Transportation C Comments

Commercial C Industrial Private Residence C Other Specify, Xi - --
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6. Representationin Existing Surveys.

Historic American Buildings Survey
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Washington, Dist-ict of ColurIbia U

* . * * .

.

*

{r

i’

- . : . *

..

-. -

*
- * .

* . .

. wj
* * .

*
*

* -H - *

* * . . *

_________-

p
-, ! I



DESCRIPTION - -

CONDITION
Check One

ExCellent C Good C Fair . Deteriorated Q Ruins 0 Unexposed 0

INTEGRITY
CheckOne CheckOne

Altered Unaltered C 4oved - Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL it known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1735 the Second CongregationalSociety of Newport required a
meeting-houseand called upon Cotton Palmer, abuil der or housewright
of the Providence-Taunton area, to provide them with one. He had al
ready experience in building another Newport meeting-house a few years
earlier. Specifications given Palmer were for a building to be lo
cated on the west side of Clarke Street and "to be 62 feet long h2 broad
26 between joints with a proper and proportionate spire." One need not
add that a timber-framed structure clothed and trimmed in wood was had -

in mind, this to be upon stone foundations.

Such was provided by Palmer: a simple, gabled, clapboarded rect
angle with a tower and spire partiafly indented in the east gable end.
The tower is shown in a 17i.0 view to have risen one square storey above
the pabl’e, with a flat-headed sash-window on each side; this was sur
rounded at its top by a rail or parapet with short pinnacles on each in

corner-post; it was surmounted by an octagonal stage of one storey with
-*

four windows. On top of this last was set the octagonal shingled spire, rn
its roof pent out like a flounce at the bottom, a weather-vane at its
top. . - - -

This same l7JiO view shows the church to have had seven bays along
its sixty-two-foot sides and four in its forty-two-foot ends. Entrance
was through the base of the tower I in the east end &taaI:kt-It and.
through a doorway in the middle of the south side, opposite the pulpit.
Though tower and spire are in what had become their conventional posi- C

tion, pulpit and pews still remained in the old New England reaching-
- hall" arrangement this corroborated by an 1816 pew plan.

The building suffered severely during British and French military
use during the Revolutionary War, but by 1785 Itthe whole inside was en
tirely and elegantly rebuilt." .

V.

Antoinette F. Downing tells us see Section 9, Bibliographical
References that "when the Central Baptist Society bought the building
in l8h7, they made extensive changes e.. lengthening the house to ninety-
three feet and enclosing the tower inthe body of the church ... added
Greek Revival exterior and interior detail, but Cotton Palmer’s spire
above the tower remained untouched ... In 187b-1875 wings were added
and Victorian detail encrusted on the façade and spire, although the
basic lines of the spire were kept until it was taken down in 191&6 ..."

The church building has -for some time been. owned by a local Roman
Catholic parish and lately used for storage purposes. Its present con
dition cannot be praised, but the building is well within the possibil
ity and desirability of rescue, restoration not to a prohibitively ex
pensive Wifliamsburg retrospective perfection, however and re-use for
new purposes. - * -
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fJIGNIFICANCE_____________

PERIOD Check One or More as ApprOPrIete

PreColumbion 0
15th Century 0

lath Century fl
17th Cóntury 0

18th Century [% 20th Century 0
19th Century -

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 0 -

Art ci Landscape Sculpture 0 -

Commerce C ArchItecture 0 SocIal/Human- -

Communications C Literature Itarlan

Conservation C - Military 0- - Theater 0
Music 0 Transportation 0

STATEMENT OF StGN1FICANcE Include Personage., Date., Ennt., Etc.

- This building has played a part in Newport and Rhode Island
history not only as a prominent landmark in early Newoort, but also
by way of. outstanding personalities and new thoughts associated with
its pastors and congregation.

Ezra Stiles was one of its earliest pastors 1755-1776 and one
of Newport’s most- active intellects until his departure--because of tin
local disruption by war--for Connecticut, where he became president of
Yale College but still thought of his Newport flock and valued his
Newport connections. James Franklin brother of Benjamin was a New-
porter and a friend of Stiles, who-obtained fran the former some newly-
invented lightning-rods which are still in place on the church.

SPEcIFIc DA TEtSI It Applicable and Known - .- -

.:AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANcE Check One or More ee Appropriate

Aboriginal Educa,Thn 0 Political Urbon Planning 0
Prehistoric C Engineering C Religion/Phi. Other Specity 0
Historic 0 Industry 0 losophy -
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Wifliam. Ellery, a Signer of the Declaration of Independence, was
a member of the Second Congregational Society, aswas William Vernon, a
Newport nabob prominent in naval affairs of the Revolutionary War.
Henry Marchant likewise belonged; he assisted in writing the Consti-
tution of the United States and was insistent upon injecting therein
the provisions separating church and state. In the XIX Century the

- church was a vocal centre for anti-slavery thought. The names of many
long- and still- prominent Newport families can be found associated
with this church. . * - -
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The building played its part in the military activities of the
Revolutionary War, thoui passively. To-day, although altered and
long without a congregationit plays a most active and visible part in
maintaining the integrity of the Clarke Street area, as do the old and
adjacent armory of the Newport Artillery Company, the handsome Vernon
house a National Historic Place across the street and a mimber of
other fine old dwellings. There are plans for a ‘tclarke Street Resto-
ration,t’ where not already accomplished see. Downing and Scully, pp.
191-197. The Clarke Street- Neeting House is naturally included for

- both historical and visual reasons, in spite of its alterations--some
of these could be cosmetically removed and its -landmark spire perhaps
restored. One cannot think of a substitute for this structure and

- certainly cannot envision a gaping, empty tooth-hole where it now stands.
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10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
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As the designatedState Liaison Officer For the Na-

tional Historic PreservationAct of 1966 Public Law
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in the National Registerand certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.:The reommended
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level of significance of this nomination is: -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z i: ‘NAME . .*
<.

. .. .

o COMMON: Clarke Street Meeting House
- AND/OR HISTORtC:SeCofld C grca.onal Church

I- j_L0CAT1ON

u STREET AND NUMBER:

Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CO E COUNTY: COD

Rhode Island Ltf Newport 00

z PHOTO REFERENCE
- IPHOTO CREDIT: Historic American Buildings Survey

IDATE OF PHOTO: 1970
LU IMEGATIVE FILED AT: Library of Congress,1st Street and IndependenceAvenue, S. E.

j Wgntpn D. C.
Sn .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior fran north-east, showing XIX-Century changesand absence
of spire.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- Rhode Island
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

vs Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z 1LNAME . . .> *. ..

o MON; Clarke treet 1eetng House
lAND/OR TORIC:S000Td Congregational Church

I- 1.OCA7ON

u STREET AND NUMBER:

Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

vs Rhode Island Newport UU

z PHOTO REFERENCE
- PHoTO CREDIT:Historio American Buildings Survey

DAlE OF PHOTO: 1970

_______________________________________________________________________________

LU EGATIVE FILED AT: Library of Congress,1st Street and IndepezxenceAvenue, S. E.
LU ... D. C.

.. . ..

Sn - OENI1FIcAT1OP.
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Exterior fran south-east, showing XIXsu.Century changesand absence
of spire,
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FORNPS USE ONLY

vs Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z IL’ NAME ‘ .. . ‘.. . . ... ..

o oMMoNC1arke Street Meeting House
- AND/OR HISTORIC:SOCOfld Conreational Church

I- [,_LocATIoN
STREET AND NUMBER:

Clarke Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE ICOUNTY: CODE

vs Rhode Island 1 Newport 005
z PHOTO REFERENCE
- PHOTO CREDIT:HiStOriC American Buildings Survey

DATE OF PHOTO: 1970
LU IEGATIVE FILED AT: Library of Congress, 1st Street and IndependenceAvenue, S. E.
Ui

...
Wn.ingtor, D. C.

[IONTIFICATION .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior fran north-west, showing XDC-Century lateral additions,
trim.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATEvs Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

Z
.. :

*..
.. ..... ..... .. . .:.. :.: .... . . .f

o COMMON: Clarke Street Neeting House
- AND/OR HISTORIC:SeCOfld Congregational Church
I- LOCATION
u Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

vs Rhode Island Newport 00

z PHOTO REFERENCE
- 1PTO CREDIT:HiStOrjQ American buildings Survey

bATE_OF_PHOTO:].970

LU EGATIVE FILED AT: Library of Congress, 1st Street and IndependenceAvenue, S. .,

LU j Whjnton, D. C
vs I0T1TI0

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

South-eastportion of church auditorium, showing XIX-Century
lateral enlargementand Victorian ornamentation.
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ji NAME : .:....... .* .: . . :*.. . .. . .. . ‘. . ....

COMMON: Clarke Street Meeting House
AND/OR HISTORIC: Second CongregationalChurch

LLOCATtON
STREET AND NUMBERI

Clarke Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island F-tax H Newport jOO5
MAP REFERENCE
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