
NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NR}IP Registration FormRev. 8-86 0MB No. 1024-0018

KINGSCOTE Page 1
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

United StatesDepartmentof the Interior. National Park Service . National Registerof Historic Places Registration Form

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: KINGSCOTE

Other Name/SiteNumber: George Noble Jones House
David King Jr. House

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: Bellevue Avenue Not for publication:

City/Town: Newport Vicinity:

State: RI County: Newport Code: 005 Zip Code: 02840

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private :_& Buildings:_L

Public-Local: District:
Public-State: Site:

Public-Federal: Structure:
Object:

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 1 buildings

________

sites

______

structures
1 objects

1 2 Total

Numberof Contributing ResourcesPreviouslyListed in the National Register: 1

Name of Related Multiple PropertyListing: N/A

flesignated a
NATIONAl H1STGRO LANDMARK an

JUN 19 1996

by the Secretary of the lnteOr
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority underthe National Historic PreservationAct of 1966, as amended,I hereby
certify that this

____

nomination

____

request for determinationof eligibility meetsthe documentation
standardsfor registeringpropertiesin the National Registerof Historic Placesand meets the proceduraland
professionalrequirementsset forth in 36 CFRPart 60. In my opinion, the property

____

meets

____

does
not meet the National RegisterCriteria.

Signatureof Certifying Official

Stateor FederalAgency and Bureau

In my opinion, theproperty meets

Signatureof Commentingor Other Official

doesnot meetthe

Date

National Registercriteria.

Date

State or FederalAgency and Bureau

S. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I herebycertify that this propertyis:

- Entered in the National Register
- Determined eligiblefor the National Register -

- Detenninednot eligible for the National Register
- Removed from theNational Register

Other explain:

Signatureof Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE -

Historic: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling

Current: RECREATION & CULTURE Sub: Museum

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Mid-l9th Century GothicRevival

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Granite,Concrete
Walls: Brick, Wood Shingle
Roof: SlateVermont Red
Other:
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DescribePresentand Historic PhysicalAppearance.

Kingscotewas one of the first summercottagesbuilt in Newport, and a precursorof the
picturesqueand later academicrevival style housesbuilt on BellevueAvenue from the 1840s
throughthe early 1900s. Built on one of the highestpoints of Newport, Kingscoteoriginally
commandeda view of the Atlantic Oceanto the eastand NewportHarborto the west. The
growth of treesand the constructionof new buildings has since obstructed these waterviews.

Kingscote, designedby the architect Richard Upjohnin 1839, originally wasbuilt for George
Noble Jones. Upjohn’s creationwas in a style that would cometo be known in America as
the GothicRevival or ‘picturesquemanner." Upjohn designedKingscoteto serve asa
summer residencefor Jones,as well as a year-roundresidencefor the owner’smotherand
sister. The woodenhousewas originally paintedbeige, its paint mixed with sandto give the
exterior the appearanceof sandstone.

The Gothic hood moldings over the doors and windows of the house were usedfor romantic
effect by the architect, RichardUpjohn. The irregular roofline, composedof gables,
chimneys,and elaborateGothic detailing were all typical of the picturesquestyle. Kingscote
is one of the bestexamplesof this period and style. The curving drive, walks,and circular
mound in the front of the housewere laid out by the prominentlandscapearchitect, Andrew
Jackson Downing. Theexteriorsand interiors of Kingscotehave beenpreservedby the
PreservationSociety of NewportCounty in pristine condition.

The house changedowners in 1863 due to pressures broughton by the Civil War. It was
purchasedby William Henry Hunter King. In 1876, the housewas boughtby his nephew,
David King Jr., who expandedand remodeledits somewhatmodestGothic design. A red
slateroof was addedand the interiors redecoratedby the New York firm of Leon Marcotte.

New furniture was purchased forthe servants’ quarters,a large numberof oriental rugswere

purchased,and severalrooms repaperedand repainted. Curtains,bed linens, and kitchen

crockeryand glass werealso replaced.t In addition, the Newport Gas Light Companywas
assignedto modify the wall sconcesand chandeliers. Moredramatically,the original dining

room was enjargedand the servicewing rebuilt by the Newport architect,GeorgeChamplin

Mason. Mason’sdesignincludeda laundry on the groundfloor and additional bedroom

spaceon the secondfloor.

The housewas formally christened"Kingscote" on June 1, 1880, having beenin the handsof

the King family from 1863 until 1880, and it was at this time that perhaps themost

monumentalchangeswere made. Thesechangeswere madeby Stanford White,a partnerin

the prestigious architecturalfirm of McKim, Mead & White, who was called upon to design

and constructa new, larger dining room, two masterbedroomsand nurseryrooms.

Although theseadditionswere largerin scalethan the original Upjohn design, they fitted

well into the overallbalanceof the house. The Mason servicewing of 1876 was moved

back forty feet, serving to sandwichthe new dining room between theservingwing and the

original Upjohn dining room. The red slate roof that presentlyexists replaceswhat was

probably a woodenshingle one.

Kingscote,Newport, Rhode Island: The PreservationSociety of Newport County,p. 19.
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FIRST FLOOR

The interiorsof Kingscote asthey presentlyexist areprimarily the resultof the redecorations
carried out from1877 to 1880 by Leon Marcotteunder the supervisionof Mr. and Mrs.
David King III. The 1881 StanfordWhite dining room, bedroomsand nurseries arealso in
their original condition, and the appointments withinthem. The collectionsin the house,
which span fivegenerationsof the King family, reflect the family’s 18th-centuryNewport
heritage,their involvementin the China Trade,and extensivetravels throughoutEurope.

Foyer

The Foyerof Kingscoteis framedby a Gothic archway; the archwayis supportedby two
woodencolumns, quatrefoilin sectionwith octagonal basesand capitals. The floor is
parquetin style; the ceilingis of panelledwood. All openingsleaving the Hallway are
surroundedby Gothic label moldings.

Study/Morning Room

This room was employed asan office by the residentsof Kingscote,and its walls are
trimned in Gothic detailwith panelledpine wainscotingand paperedplasterabove. The blue
and grayish wall paperis by Morris and Companyand hasa geometricleafpattern. The
ceiling is markedoff in largepanelsby comb-faced woodenstrips with rosettes at
intersections. Interior louveredshuttersframeboth of the casementwindows.

Library

The Library was originally the site of thedining room in the original Upjohndesign. After
Stanford White’s addition itbecame the Library. The flooris composedof random-width
woodenboardsand the ceiling is dominatedby a large gothic cornice. Thebay window on
the west wall has casementsasheswith small diamondpanesand reededarchitraves. The
fireplaceis faced by smooth brick and toppedby a wooden mantelwith delicate Gothic
panelling. Thewallpaper is a reproductionof the original bentwillow design by William
Morris 1834-1896and is in the style of the EnglishAestheticMovement; a small pieceof
the original is preservednext to the door.

The door in the north wall of the Library has two sliding panel leaves whichopento the
Stanford White Dining Room.The door in the eastwall leads to the entrancehall and the
one in the south wall to the Study.

South Parlor/Sitting Room

The South Parlor was usedasa family sitting room. Its color treatmentand furnishings are
typical of the 1880s. The cove molding was painted in warm shadesof forest greenand
brick red to compliment the English flockedwallpaper. The wallpaperwas the designof the
decoratorLeon Marcotteand is composedof alternatingstrips of green colors. Theparquet
floor of the South Parlor is from Groocockand Company. Gothic archedpanelsin the doors
andwindow aprons are pickedout in light yellow graining againstdark reddish-browntrim.
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The fireplaceof the South Parlor hasglazed, moldedbrick facing, a gothic panelled
mahogany mantel,and a red and black tile hearth. Thesouth end of the South Parlor has a
polygonal bay with doublecasement windowscoveredon. the interior by louveredshutters.

North Parlor/DrawingRoom

This room was redecoratedby Mrs. King in the late 1800s in the style of a FrenchSalon.
The walls were coveredin French wateredsilk, and the gilded Louis XVI style furnishings
were orderedfor the room. Between1910 and 1920, David King’s daughter,
Mrs. Armstrong,replacedthe original mantelwith a white marble RococoRevival fireplace
that was brought froma family townhousein New York becauseof its French design.

This room was used forsmall, informal supper parties,very popularin Newport, where
guests wouldgatherafter dinner for entertainments. Theseincludedmusic, charades,and
amateur theatricals,with this room bein usedas the stage,the southparlor for seatingof the
guests,and the doors servingas curtains.

The full length windows of the DrawingRoom are an early exampleof the sliding door
concept,and can be pushedall the way back into the walls to allow cool breezesto circulate.
The inclusion of sucha device reflectsthe Victorian concernfor properventilation and
viewing the landscapefrom their comfortable parlors.

Old Library -

The Old Library is located to the westof the North Parlor/DrawingRoom. Its floor is of
random-widthwoodenboardsand it has walls and trim similar to those in the parlors.

Dining Room

In 1881, theDining Room was enlargedby the firm of McKim, Mead, and White. The
reasonfor the renovations atthis time is significant because itreflects the tasteof American
society. Newportwas emergingin the 1880sasthe pinnacleof American cultureand
society,and the King house neededto be enlargedin order to entertainon this largerscale!

The Dining Room also demonstratesthe ability of StanfordWhite to createdecorationas
well as color and lighting effects. His predominantly"Queen Anne"decoratingscheme
drawson a numberof Oriental, British, Americanand Italian sourcesfor its designs. The
cork tiles on the ceiling,amongthe first such usedin Americanarchitecture,were selected
for their color and texture aswell as for acoustical qualities.The panelingand built-in
sideboardwere installedby StanfordWhite and reflect theinfluence of Colonial American
design. The sideboardincorporates18th-centurymotifs, suchas shellsand ball andclaw
feet.

2 Seefirst floor plan 1-7 original house,8-12 StanfordWhite addition.
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The north wall hasa built-in walnut buffet with brasshinges and pulls. Sevensmall roundels
filled with spool work are locatedabove the buffet aswell as in the three entrancesto the
room. A huge fireplace,6’ 10" by 6’, with Italian Sienamarble facing,is located in the west
wall. The dahliamosaicsused over the fireplace are echoedin White’s hammered brasswall
bracketsand cast-ironfireback. Flanking the fireplace aretwo windows composedof
three-inchsquare, moldedmilk glasspanes. Thesecoloredglasstiles are the workof Louis
Comfort Tiffany and Company; they are the first known installation of his glassbricks.
Each toplight hastwo flowers of red and greenglass. This detail is echoedin the window
bay in the southwestcornerof the room.

The roomcan be madelargerby a movablepartition or screenon the eastend madeof black
walnut and composedof elaboratespindle work with two leaves inits centerwith brass
pulls that opento the east. It is indicative of White’s preferencefor the useof screensin
his designsthroughoutthe 1880s.

SECONDFLOOR

The useof "hood moldings" overthe doors of the secondfloor rooms are a continuationof
the Medieval motifs usedthroughoutthe building.

UpperHall

The rounded bookcaseof the UpperHall was madeto fit the particular wall it sits in and
hides a staircasethat leadsup to the staff quarters.

SoutheastBedroom

This room was usedby Mrs. David King as her summer bedroom, kept coolby its numerous
windows. The southeast partof,the housewas kept closedduring the winter months,as it
was not equippedwith central heating. The curtainsof the Southeast Bedroomwere hung
abouta foot in front of the windows to allow clearancefor the shutters.

GuestBedroom

This room of the house, aswell as two other bedrooms,are partof the 1881 StanfordWhite
addition to Kingscote. The fireplacein the GuestBedroomwas also designedby White and
has neverbeen altered. It has brick facingwith narrow blackmortarjoints; green,gold and
black tiles decoratethe hearth. The mantelof the fireplaceis woodenwith double mantel
shelves, lightly scaled spindlebrackets,and panel work painted green withgold details.

Pink Bedroom

The Pink Bedroomis part of the original houseby Upjohn and is the smallestbedroomof the
house. Itwas usedby Mrs. Anthony Barclay Rives, DavidKing’s granddaughter,asa
winter bedroom. The fireplace surroundis composedof 19th-centuryDutch Delft tiles.
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School Room

The School Room was usedby generationsof the King family for academic instruction.It
containsa ShakerrocEingchair, a 19th-centuryhobby horse, and many vintage books
collected from travelsabroad. Leatherbucketsin the School Roomare house firebuckets
and aremarked "N. Jones1855."

The barnis a non-contributingstructureon the groundsthat is currently used asa
stable/garage.Thereis also a large non-contributing parking lot usedby visitors to the
house.

LIST OF RESOURCES

Contributing:

Main House

Non-Contributing:

Barn now garage/stables
Parking Lot
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official hasconsideredthe significanceof this propertyin relationto other properties:
Nationally:X Statewide: Locally:

Applicable National
RegisterCriteria: A_ B... C.X. D_

Criteria Considerations
Exceptions: A B C D E F G

NHL Criteria: 4

NHL Theme [1987]: XVI. Architecture
E. Gothic Revival 1830-1915

1. Early GothicRevival

NHL Theme [1994]: III. ExpressingCultural Values
5. Architecture,LandscapeArchitecture,and UrbanDesign

Areasof Significance: Architecture

Periodsof Significance: 1839-1881

SignificantDates: 1839-1841
1876
1881

SignificantPersons:

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: Richard Upjohn1802-1878
StanfordWhite 1853-1906
Louis Comfort Tiffany 1848-1933
GeorgeC. Mason 1850-1924
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StateSignificanceof Property, and JustifyCriteria, Criteria Considerations,and Areasand Periods
of SignificanceNoted Above.

Kingscote is one of the first of Newport’s summer"cottages,"and a predecessorof those
mansionswhich were built later and would characterize America’sageof luxury and
industrial wealth. From the beginning, this housewas at the centerof socialactivity in
Newport. It was fitting that the unusual designwas highly original and was pivotal in
establishingthe careerof Richard Upjohnof New York. The origin of this plan and
elevationare probablyderivedfrom Alexander JacksonDavis’ book Rural Residences1838.
Davis, along with Andrew JacksonDowning, freed American architecture fromthe pastand
laid the foundationfor the then-newtheoriesaboutthe houseand its setting. Kingscoteis
one of the first successfuldemonstrationsof these ideas.

Kingscote is one of the few surviving structuresof its size, styleand period in the United
States. The GothicRevival style that is evident in the designof Kingscotewas an innovative
and dramatic departure fromtraditional architectural taste.Its design has beencalled the
‘truly American" style and the "great creationand consummationof Early Victorian culture

in America."2 Kingscotewas at the forefront of the shift away from the rigid classicmode
to a more flexible, "more human"style of design. Of all Early Victorian styles, the
picturesque houseis bestcharacterizedby the gothic villa.

Richard Upjohn, and to a certainextent JamesRenwick and later John Notman,was at the
centerof a movementin Americanart and architecturethat emphasized the"picturesque"
ratherthan the merely beautiful.The theory of "picturesqueness"is describedby Andrew
Jackson Downingin his Treatiseon LandscapeGardening1841:

The Beautiful is an ideaof beauty calmlyand harmoniouslyexpressed;the
Picturesquean ideaof beautyor powerstrongly and irregularly expressed.- . In
nature, wewould placebefore the readera finely formed elm or chesmut,
whosewell balancedhead is supportedon a trunk full of symmetryand
dignity...; asa picturesquecontrast,somepine or larch, whosegnarledroots
grasp therocky crag on which it grows, and whosewild and irregular
branchestell of the storm and tempest.3

The movement towards picturesquenessthat waspart of the Gothic Revival style was among
the first such trendsto relate the house directlyto its natural surroundings. The picturesque
mannerbecameso entrenchedin the characterof American architecture, popularizedby such
leadersof the professionas Upjohn, A.J. Davis, HenryAustin, andAmmi B. Young asa
symbol of American aspirations,that it cameto be referredto as simply the "American

Pierson,William Fl., Jr. American Buildingsand their Architects. GardenCity, New Jersey: AnchorBooks,
1980,p. 366.

2 Gowans, Alan. ImagesofAmericanLiving. Philadelphiaand New York: J.B. Lippincott Company,1964,
p. 323.

Downing, AndrewJackson. A Treatise on the Theoryand PracticeofLandscape Gardening.Reprint.
Sakonnet,Rhode Island: Theophrastus,1977, p. 54.
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style. " Kingscote is an ideal exampleof this idea, createdat the height of its popularity in
Aterican architecture. In the decadeafter Kingscotewas built, the picturesque"becamethe
closest thingto a national style the United Stateshas had sincethe early daysof the classical
revival. " Of the select groupof surviving Gothic cottages,the Bowen HouseRoseland
and the JonathanSturgesHouse, bothin Connecticut,the Alice Austn House on Staten
Island, Martin Van Buren’sLindenwald, and Jay Gould’s HouseLyndhurst in New York,
are National HistoricLandmarks.

With such importanceembeddedin the mood of American architecturetoward the
picturesquemanner*of design, it is of paramount importancethat Kingscote is one of the few
remaining examplesof such architecturein America today. Having been carefully
maintainedby the King family through the generations,since 1972 it has been carefully
manicuredto reflect the finest detailof its historical moment. This moment in American
history found Kingscoteto be the best"vehicle by which American art expressedthe change
from a still rural, individualistic, and naively romantic worldin the early 19th century to the
harder, brittler,more complexmid-l9th century worldof high finance and heavy industry."6

GeorgeNoble Jones,a wealthy planterand speculatorfrom Savannah, Georgia,was the
great-grandsonof Noble JonesI, who had come to Georgia from Englandon the ship Ann
in 1733. GeorgeJoneshad beena frequent summer residentof Newportwhen he decided
to build his own summercottagein 1839 after marryingDelia TudorGardiner. Joneswas
one of the first to build a housein Newport that wasexclusivelyfor his own personaluse,
and which was locatedin an out-of-townsetting.8 Jones’ choiceof a location for his house
was a dusty strip of road, lying on the outskirts of the village, which would becomeBellevue
Avenue, theboulevardof America’s socialelite.9 It was throughhis father-in-law,Robert
Gardiner, that he knew of the architect RichardUpjohn, who had designeda house called
Oaklandsfor Gardinerin 1836.

Born in Shaftesbury, England, RichardUpjohn beganhis professional life asa
cabinet-maker. This occupation altereddramatically,however, when, aftercoming to New
York in 1829, he was hired asa draftsmanto repair and alterTrinity Church 1839-46; his
importanceincreased whenhis design becamean entirely new church. On the completionof

Gowans, Alan; p. 321.

Ibid, p. 322.

Ibid., p. 327.

Kingscote, Newport, Rhode Island: The PreservationSociety of Newport County,p. 4.

Benway, Anne. A Guidebook toNewponMansions. Newport, Rhode Island: The PreservationSociety
of Newport County,1984, p. 15.

Aslet, Clive. The Amencan Country House. New Haven: Yale University Press,1990. p. 240. The whole
conceptof the summer resortthat centered arounda grandhotel and its ancillary cottageswould enjoy
enormous popularityafter the Civil War. Most of the successfulresorts-Saratoga,Long Branch, CapeMay,
and White SulphurSprings-weredevelopedaroundsocial life and servedas the settings forthe rituals of the
establishedfamilies and the parvenu.
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this work, Upjohn becameknown as "America’s premier architectof Gothic churches."s

This expertise in Gothic design would endowKingscote,the GeorgeNoble JonesHouse, in
Newport, with the finest of details, in addition to being the first luxurious Newportsummer
"cottage" on Bellevue Avenue.

Upjohn’s fame as a masterof the Gothicstyle is typical of his skilled useof brownstoneand
stainedglassand he was oneof the first American buildersto employ decorativehalf-
timbering in the designof his houses." He was also noted for his masteryof asymmetryin
his designs, which is given its most spirited examplein Kingscote.’2

The King family has beena part of Newportsince the mid-18th century. WilliamHenry
King’s purchaseof the property and housein 1863 broughtaddedwealth and importanceto
the house, aswell as financing the evolution of Newportin Americanart, architecture,and
culture.’3

William Henry King 1818-1897was at the forefront of America’s leadersin the China
trade, working withhis brother Edward forthe firm of Russelland Co., one of the nation’s
leading teacompanies. He was extremelysuccessfulin business,becominga full partnerin
the firm by thetime he reachedthe age of 25; his tremendous productivity in these affairs
led him to retire a mereseven years later.King’s involvement in the China trade explains
the great numberof Chineseartistic works in the house,including those scenesof China
painted by Irish expatriateartist GeorgeChannery1774-1852.

StanfordWhite was bornin New York City and receivedsomehigher education.
Nevertheless,he apprenticedto Henry Hobson Richardson,the finestarchitecturalfirm in the
country. In 1878, White spentalmost a year abroad,and in 1879, he joined the firm of
Charles McKimand William Mead. His other workin Newport includes theNewport.
Casino1879-81,the Tilton House1881-82, and Rosecliff1902.

In 1877, prior to joining their firm, StanfordWhite along with McKim and Mead travelled
the New England seaboardin seachof the Colonial style. The light structural framecovered

by wood shingleswith interiors lit by diamond pane windows, which they developed,was
dubbedthe "ShingleStyle." McKim and White were the designers,Mead the engineer.
McKim contributeda senseof order while White’s senseof space,light, and scale was

pictorial. The first effective demonstrationof this orderly structural technique wasthe
NewportCasinoa National Historic Landmark,now recognizedas one of the most

‘° Jordy, William H., and ChristopherP. Monkhouse. Buildings on Paper. Brown University, Rhode Island

Historical Society andRhode IslandSchoolof Design, 1982, p. 236.

Ibid., p. 236.

2 Pierson, WilliamFl., Jr., p. 373; Jordy, William H., and ChristopherP. Monkhouse,p. 236. Richard

Upjohn’s position in the history of the American architectural professionis profound. Hewas instrumentalitt

the founding of the American Institute of Architects in 1857,serving as its first president. In addition, he was

respectedabroadas an internationalleaderof his field, and becamean honorary memberof the Royal Institute

of British Architects and the Institute of Portuguese Architects.

‘ Kingscote, p. 25.
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distinguishedbuildingsof the 1880s. The samesensitivity is evident in Stanford White’s
dining room additionto Kingscote. There is a serenityin the room derivedfrom the
coherenceof the beautiful materials employed:metal on the fireplace, the glasscubes,the
paneling, and the thin strips of cork on the walls and ceiling.

White’s work at Kingscote more than doubled the overall dimensionsof the house,and
transformedit from a modest Gothic cottageorné to a luxurious mansionto be compared
with the finestprivate residencesof its time. In addition, White usedhis careful studiesof
American Colonialarchitectureto add a traditional New England flavorto Kingscote. It is
in part this incorporationof contrastingstylesof architecturewhich gives Kingscoteits
uniquenessin American architecturalhistory.

The illness of William Henry King in 1867 left Kingscote to the guardianshipof the heir,
David King Jr., to carry on the maintenanceand developmentof the house. The housewas
unoccupiedfor severalyears and in 1876 David King Jr. ultimately purchased the property.
After the deathof David King Jr., Kingscotepassedto his widow, Ella Rives King, in 1897.
From Ella Rives King, the house passedto her daughter,Maud GwendolynKing Armstrong.
Mrs. Armstrongpassedaway in 1968, at which time Kingscotecame into the handsof her
daughter, Gwendolyn ArmstrongRives. In 1972, it was bequeathedto the Preservation
Society of Newport County, which is its present owner.
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B&W PHOTOGRAPH INFORMATION

All photos share the following information:

Kingscote
Newport, Rhode Island
Credit: ThePreservationSociety of NewportCounty

1. South Facade, 1990
2. South Parlor, c. 1970
*3 Dining Room, 1994 pending
*4 Library, 1994 pending
*5* Drawing Room, 1994 pending
*6. School Room, 1994 pending

* photos 3-6 are not yetavailablebut will be sentwithin 2 weeks.

COLOR SLIDE INFORMATION

All slidessharethe following information:

Kingscote
Newport, Rhode Island
Credit: ThePreservationSociety of Newport County

1. South Facade,1990
2. South Parlor, 1985
3. Library, 1985
4. Dining Room, facing west,1985
5. Dining Room, facing east,c. 1970
6. Dining Room, facing west through screen,1985
7. Buffet, 1985
8. Tiffany glasspanels, 1985
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreageof Property: 3.3 acres

UTM References: ZoneEasting Northing
A 19 307150 4594600

Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaryof the propertyis definedin the deedof September2, 1968, Land Evidence
Book No. 225, pp. 168-169,held by theCity Clerk’s Office of NewportCounty,
Rhode Island. Theproperty is located in Plat 28, Lot 114. The boundaryof the property is
defined to the north by JonesStreet,to the eastby Bellevue Avenue,to the south by Bowery
Street, and to the westby King Street.

BoundaryJustification:

The boundaryincludesthe housecontributing and land which have historically beenpartof
the Kingscoteestateand which retain historic integrity, except for the non-contributing
garageand parking lot.

11. FORM PREPAREDBY

Name/Title: JohnTschirch,Director of Education
Maxim Antiriori, Assistant
The PreservationSociety of NewportCounty
424 Bellevue Avenue
Newport, Rhode Island 02840

Telephone: 401/847-1000

Edited by: CarolynPitts, ArchitecturalHistorian
National HistoricLandmarks Survey
National ParkService
P.O. Box 37127, Suite 310
Washington,DC 20013-7127

Telephone: 202/343-8166

Date: 23 May 1995

National ParkService/NationalHistoric LandmarksSurvey: July17, 1996
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Plot Plan Fall 1991Prepared byt
Thomas Elinore
Cindy Ann Niedner
John F. Sendelbach

Prepared for’: Historic Preaervatfo Studio
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7. Description.

created as a prelude to the magnificent new dining-ronm to its west.
Hallway and dining-roan are divided by an ornamental and completely re- 2-
movable long screen-wall and double-leafed doorway of wooden turned
spindles, lattices and carved open work. The dining-room itself is a
large oblong with a three-windowedhay-slightly extruded at its south-west
corner. Walls are panelled to plate-rail height, which matches the height
of the hail screen, and there is a built-in sideboard on the north one.

‘- -

At this level a moulding runs continuously in a designedly unifying way
around the room;.above it, north and south walls are covered by a
ttpavingtt of thin rectangular cork strips, as is the ceiling of under-
stated compartments. The west wall, the great decorative feature of the
room, is quite different. Here there is a large hearth surroundedto
moulding-height by a plain, wide, flat band of tawny, grey-veined marble;

-. above the moulding. the chimney-breast is faced with small squares of
creamy Tiffany tiles. On either side of the fireplace; small squares of .

Tiffany glass, white with some of blue, form shimmering, translucent"win-
dow-walls," and this glass borders the large plate-glass panes of the
windows in the corner hay, where again there are transoms with dahlias in
stained glass. Smokey and nearly Tiffany glass has also been used for
the shades of the wall sconces. This dcor, innovative in its day, was
neverthelesshandled so as to he a trnsition and not a jolt from the
older part of the house.

In the original structure the general lay-out of rooms on the second
floor follows that of the first floor, with the exception that chambers are
smaller, becausebeside and between them are inserted--unusual for 1839--
l8ljl--large clothes- and linen-closets. Trim here.is like that downstairs,

- but simpler and often painted rather than stained or varnished; however, -

the upper hall1s ceiling-has polyonal compartmentationdefined by slim,
dark-stained mouldings. There are two small rooms here of particular
interest. The first is over the downstairs vestibule area and has a large
southern window; this was originally an aviary--probably also including
greenery--and through large French doors fran the hail the birds could be
observed it is now a bathroom, and the doors contain frosted glass. To
its right, over the present study, is the old school-room, which is not
large. It has a southern dormer with latticed, Gothic-pointed casements;
flanking this dormer on the inside are two cupboards or bookcases each
enclosed on two sides by glazing matching that of the dormer. Upper rooms
in the 1880-1881addition display simple moulded door trim with corner
blocks and interesting tinted wooden mantels which Mckim, Mead & White
seem to have adapted from William Morris.

On the somewhat sheltered and simply-landscapedgrounds chiefly
lawn, large old trees including red Japanesemaples, a weeping willow,
some shrubberies, there is also a one-and-one-half-storeyclaphoarded
stable of mid-Victorian style with dormers having sawn, curving barge-
hoards. House and grounds are impeccably maintained. The house is occu-

See Continuation Sheet
- . .

. GPO 953.724
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7. Descrintion.

north-west of the house, and this has its full complement of dormers, lat-
tices, bargehoards, pendants and pinnacles.

- In 1880-1881 the house was enlarged for the King family, who had
acquired it in 186h. Undertaken by the firm of McKim, Nead & White, and
chiefly to provide a sizeable new dining-room, this enlargementwas ac-
complished by moving the service wing a distance to the north-west and
inserting between it and the main house a three-storey, squarish block
covered by grey shingling and a hipped roof, whose first floor contains
the dining-room. In roofline, scale, similarity of trim etc., it was
made, as much as possible, toharmonise with and not overpower the deli-
cacy of the old "cottage."

ntering through the Tudor-arched, double-leafed front door, one is
in a vestibule area set off from the nearly-square stair-hall by -three
open pointed arches on attenuated clustered columns of moulded wood. -

Trimmed in dark wood, the hall has a dado whose shallow panels are of
cusped, pointed-arch form, and its ceilirm is wood-panelled. The stair

- rises:along the north and -west walls and has a rampedmoulded handrail
carried on slim turned balusters which runs up from a heavy, round,
turned newel; stair-ends are ornamentedby carving. Window and door trim
here, as elsewhere on the-interior, consists of drip-moulds. To the right
of the hail lie the two drawing-rooms which fill the eastern block of the
house. Tber are connected witheach other by a wide four-centred archway
with sliding doors, and this shape is echoed by the enframementof an al-
cove in the north bay. Both rooms having floor-length sliding windows

- - opening onto the east porch.- The mantel in the south drawing-room is the - -

- - oriinal one, of polished, dark wood with carving of Gothic inspiration, - R- -
- and encloses an arched hearth-openingbordered in moulded brick and - -

hacked by herringbone brickwork. A twin mantel in the north drawing-room
was removed c. 1888 to allow substitution of an elaborate one of statu
ary.marble in Rococo Revival design brought from a New York town house of
King relatives which was being demolished as that house and its mantel -

dated from iBhO they were contemporaneous-withKingscote. A study for-
rnerly a downstairs bedroom fills the south-west corner of the first floor
and-has the small machicolated bay-window seen left of the entrance. To

-- its north, and projecting westerly, is the library the old dining-room,
which has early painted glass filling the transoms of its four-part west-

-

em window. There is a small "north library" probably the original lib-
rary beyond the wall which hacks the start of the main staircase.

From the north-west cornerof the original house a hallway area runs
north within, and giving access to, the enlargementof 1880-1881. - This
passage is panelled indark wood on its east side, but its north end is
opened by large windows which have transoms showing dahlia-flower motifs
in stained glass; these flowers are also shown in relief onthe brass
wall-sconces lighting this passagewhich Stanford White and his partners -

See Continuation Sheet 2.

- -
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SPECIFIC DATESt it Appiicebio arid Known

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE Check One Or More as Appropriate - - - -

- - Aboriginal .: -- C Education C Political - - --r - C Urban Planning

C Prehistoric
- Enginering - -

- C Religion/Phi. 0 Other Specify

-
Q Historic Q Industry losophy

Q Agriculture
- Invention Science

________________________

Architecture 0 Landscape - c:i Sculpture

Art Architecture C Social/Human.

________________________

0 Commerce 0 LIterature itorion

______________________

- - C Coesmunicotions -0 Military -
- C Theater -

C Conservation o Music -
- D Transportation

________________________

STATEMENT OF-SIGNIFICANCE -

- -
- Kingscote’s importance and significance are considerable and

varied. It was designed as a summer retreat, for which a "rustick
Gothick" style had been considered appropriate as far back as the gaze
bos and tea-houses in XVIII-Century English gardens. An early advo
cate of this style here was Alexander JacksonDavis, who used it to pro
vide freedom of plan and ventilation and "un-rigid," non-academicex
terior forms for country and sumther houses. His thinking was contagious
to Richard Upjohn 1802-1878, Kingscote’s architect--who already had an
interest in asymmetrical planning and the Gothic style--and was promoted
well past mid-century by A. J. Downing and Calvert Vaux.

Kingscote exhibits the-newly-desired picturesquenessand romanti
cism-of form and the concomitant freedom of planning in an immediately
understandableand visually interesting way. It is small-scale; it is
full of variety; - its has a playful asymmetry; it. has ever-changing

- light and shadow within its porches, its overhangs, its corners, even
its rooms. It is a landmark of its generation and style and of Ameri
can architecture as a whole. - - -‘- - --- - -

- Its intrinsic value is enhancedby the fact that it was designed
by the famous Richard Upjohn: a number of his drawings for this house
are at the Avery Library of. Columbia University. He practised from the
18301s to the l370’s and was a prime promoter of the Gothic Revival,
though designing more churches than residencesin that style, and he
was founder of the American Institute of Architects. Because ofits
Gothic style, its location and state of preservation, Kingscote fills

- an important place in Newport’s impressive sequenceof dwellings ex
-hibiting the full variety of architectural treatments prevailing from
the XVIII Century through the 1900’s. There i8 the additional impor- -

tance of the ce]ebratedNcKim, Nead & White dining-room added in 1880-
1881. Here is an early example of the inventive decorative talent of
this famous firm, which was to influence American house interiors for
decadesto come. Of particular note in this room are its qualities of
being light and airy while at the same time rich; there is new handling
of old materials--wood and marble--and imaginative emplOyment.of new

- ones--Tiffany glass and cork. Also notable about the house in general -

- are its immaculate state of preservation and the important and handsome
accumulation of family furniture, rugs, -porcelains,paintings, silver,
ob.jetsde vertu etc. which fill its rooms and have long been there. - -

- - - See Continuation Sheet 3.
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7. Description.

pied, and the decoration and contents present an excellent picture of
XIX-Century life and prosperoustaste at a time before ostentation had
displaced comfort. - - -

8. Significance. .

Kingscote even has an interesting ‘genealogy." In 1835 Upjohn de-
signed a- large Gothic villa in stone, in Maine, for Robert H. Gardiner--
perhaps his first residential essay in that style. Gardiner’s son-in-
law was George Noble Jones, ofa prominent Georgiaplantation family.
Such Southernerswere among the first to discover Newport’s summer dharms,
and Jones in turn chose Upjohn to build a house for him there. In New-
port, the Jonesesapparently had a very friendly connectionwith the
locally long-established King family, who had descentfrom the city’s
early benefactor, Abraham Redwood. Liking what Upjohn had done for Jones
in 1839, Edward King called upon that architect to design for him in

on a large property west of Kingscote, an imposing house in
"Italian villa" style which still stands there and is famous.

- Once the Civil War had erupted, the Jones.swere unable to use
their summer home, though the Kings apnarently watched over the property

- for them. During the war arrangementswere somehow concluded for its -

sale to William Henr King in l86b, when it received its present name.
He had been engaged in the China trade, which will account for many of
the furnishings and ornamentsseen in the house. It.iorth noting,
in passing, that later Georgia Joneseshave not forgotten the house at --r.: -

have come north to visit it: it was they who informed of the aviary.
In this century Kingscote descendedto Mrs. E. Naitland Armstrong, b,orn
Gwendolen King, who resided there until her deathin 1968 and made its V--I

- preservation a great object of her life. In 19L9 she was obliged to do
battle with the City of Newport, which in one of its more misguidedmo-
rents wanted to condemn the property and build there a modern high school -

which would have destroyed not only-Kingscote hut the entire remaining
ambience, including the Newport Casino complex and other nearby proper-

- ties of architectural distinction. Fortunately the municipality was pre- t-.
vented from accomplishing this intention. Kingscote is now owned and
occupiedby Mrs. Armstrong’s daughter, Mrs. Anthony Rives, who returned

- - to the house in order to continue giving it the great care that it has -

always had. - - - -

Note: Mrs. Rives died suddenly on October 23, 1972. Under the.
- terms of her will, the Kingscote property is devised to

The PreservationSociety of Newport County, which will in
future maintain and operate it as a house-rnuseuri.

- r

- -
- GPO 921.724
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Andrews, Wayne: Architecture, Ambition and Americans New York, 1955,
p. 126.

- Downing, Antoinette F., and Scully, Vincent J., Jr.: The Architectural
Heritage of Newort, Rhode Island, l6LtO-l915 Cambridge, Massachu-
1952, pp. 122-123, 150-151. -

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell, Jr.: Rhode Islahd Architecture Providence,
Rhode Island, 1939, pp.- iS, 58. -
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY -

- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute. Seconds Degrees Minute, Seconds Degree, Minutes Seconds
NW ° 0 1110 28’53.9VN 71° 18 ‘3b.69W
NE ° . 0 - . - e -

SE ° . . 0 , . - - - -

Sw 0 - 0

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE DF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Not more than one acre.
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY

STATE:

STATE:

STATE: - -
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COUNTY:

AREo
NAME AND TI TLE:

- Richard B. Harrington, Consultant - -

ORGANIZATION DATE - -

- Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission - August 22, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

John Brown House, 52 Power Street -

CITY OR TOWN:

Providence -

STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 02906 -

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na.

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public law

89-655, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
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level of significance of this nomination is:
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE -
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- ANO/OR HISTORIC:
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North-west corner of Bellevue Avenue and Bowery Street
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Newport
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z EPH0TOREffERNCE
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: Historic American BUildin!5 Survey

DATE OF PHOTO:1969

_______ _____ ______ _____ ____________________________________

ILl EGATIVEFILEDAT: Library of Congress, Independence Avenue at 1st Street, S. E.
LU Wshjnpton D. C.
4, TtFJCATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Exterior seen from the south-west.
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DATE OF pHOTO: 1969
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-

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Plan of first floor.
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z
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DATE OF PHOTO: 1969
LU IEGATIVEFILEDAT: Library of Congress, Independence Avenue at 1st Street, S. E.,
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DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

First-floor hail, looking south towards main entrance.
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Rhode Island Newport 005
z ‘HOTOREFEREt’C .1

_____________________

- IPHOT0CRT:Historic American Bui1dinrs Survey
IPATE OF PHOTO: 1 969

LU
of Congress, Independence Avenue at 1st Street, S. E.,

,L...
* ... .... .-... -.....--......... .

DESCRIBE VIEW. OIRECTI ON. ETC.

View from s outh-east through drawing-rooms.
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o COMMON: Kinscote
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- ILOcAT1aN
u STREET AND NUMBER:

North-west corner of Bellevue Avenue and Bowery Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island LiLt Newport 005

- 1OTOCR1TiStoric American Buildings Survey
[DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

ILl IEGATIVE FILEDAT: Library of Congress, IndependenceAvenue at 1st Street, S. E.,
LU _j, Waiipton D. C, ..

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTI ON. ETC.

Dinin-ro, looking west.
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COMMON: Kirigscote
AND/OR HISTORIC:

IJ 1 QGATON 1
STREET AND NUM BER:

North-west corner of Bellevue Avenue and Bowery Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Newport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: I CODERhode Island Newport J 005
A DPJ1

SOURCE: .,

tate of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. Department of
- r

tCALE: II 1q20’
DATE: 1Qc

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundarios where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitud. and longitude referenCe.
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