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1. NAME -

COMMONS Liarkle House

AND'OR BISTORIC:

Vandertilt (William K.) Honse
12. LOCATION P

STREE Tl ANC NUMBER:
Bellevue Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Newnort
5TATE CODE |[COUNTY: | cooe
Rhode Island, 028L0 11k Newport 05|
[3. CLASSIFICATION : i i , o
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
7} District X Building J Public Public Acquisition: [J Occupied Yos:

M Site ] Structure  {[R Private [ tn Process

{1} Object [] Both [C] Being Considered

m Unoccupied
[ Preservation work

] Restricted
O Unrestricted

in progress 0 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check COne or More o5 Appropriate)

I Agricultural {] Governmant 7] Park

[ Commercial [ tndustrial ' 3 Private Residence
[} Educational ] Military (O] Religious

[ Entertginment X Museum O Scientific

O] Traonsperiation {3 Comments

[ Other (Spocity}

4.  OWNER OF PROPERTY.

OWNER'S N AME:

The Preservation Soclety of Newport County

STREET AND NUMBER:

37 Touro Street

CITY CR TOWN:
Newnort

Tsiand, 02810

CODE

Ll

[5.FLOCATION'OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

R PR

COURTHQUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

City Hall

STREET AND NUWUMBER:

Broadway

CiTY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE

Rhode Island, 028L0

TALNMOD

|6, RERRESENTATION IN'EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVYEY:

DuTE OF SURVEY: {1 Federel [ State

[ County [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OA TOWHN: STATE:

; cooe
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[7.. DESCRIPTION

. {Chevk One) .
[X Excellent ] Goed ] Fair [} Deterioroted ~ [} Ruins 1 Uncxposed
CONDITION
X (Check One) {Check One) -
(] Altered (X Unoltered [ Moved Y Origina! Site

DESCRIGE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({7 known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Marhle House was-commissioned hy #Mr. and lrs. William K. Vander-
bilt in 1888, the architect being the alroady-famous Richard Forris
Hunt; the building was completed in 1892, It is of two princinal storeys
uren an incansplcuous hasement, and a third or penthousc storey is con-
cealed hchind a roof balustrade. The house 1is of U-shape: its entrance
fagade faces west on Bellevue Avenue, and its other, indented, principal
elovation overlooks the sea to the east. It is faced and decorated
with white Tuckahoc marble over, prohably, an iron or stecel frame with
trick reinforcement and casing. While the house itself 1s not of preat
size and does not contain a large munter of rooms, its architectural
scale is larpe and-~very intentionally--imposing.

The entrance pavilion in the centre of the west front has a tetra-
style unpedimented portico, using the full Roman Corinthian vocatulary,
vefrre it. (A horseshoe-shaped drive,with martle balustrade, wrought

" iron railing, large torchéres,leads to this portico from the elaborate
Pellevue Avenue gates.) The front elevation has three wide bays on
each side of this vortico; the honse is five rays deep; the rear wings
or projections have each two hays and there are four in the rear centre
of the house. The Corinthian order is carried fully around the house,
all ravs heing semarated by colossal fluted pilasters; atove the crmate
entarlature, a balustrade rims the house. Two close-together flat ‘elt-
courses senarate the simply-enframed round-headed windows of the first

_ floor from the simply-enframed, flat-capped ones of the second floor.

A paved and balustraded terrace is at the rear (east) of the house,
partially contained by its two seaward vrojections.

A very wide screen of wrought iron and glass within the portico
allows entrance to the first-floor hall, which runs straight through to
the rear terrace--the main stair climbing on one side and having a land-
ing or mezzanine level across the hall's rear. This hall is panellcd and

- paved with yellow Siena marbtle, and there is rich plaster -ceiling treat-
ment. At front left, the dining-room opens from the hall; it is pilas-
tered (Corinthian) and panelled in pink Numidian marble and has large
‘tronze wall sconces for lighting; its ceiling of stucco reliefl contains
an alleporical painting. Opposite, at right front, is the tallroom,
which employs full Louis XIV-Versailles decorative treatment. in an ex-
plosion of gilt and carved wood, moulded plaster, plaster relief sculp-
tures, marble fireplace, hronze statues, mirrored surfaces, hupge gilt-
bronze chandeliers--nothing is omitted. Behind (east of) the kallroom
is a reception-room or gallery trimmed;throughout in high Gothic style,
with carved oak, plaster ceiling with pendants, stained glass in the
window embrasures (the stained glass has teen removed ). At the left
rear corner of the first floor is a not-large library or sitting-room
panelled in walnut in Louis XV style. ) .

L o '(See Continmuation Sheet.j
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Form 10-3000 UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR nTate

(July 1989) NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE fhode Islzsnd o

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |coviT”

_ _ licmort
INVENTORY - NOMINATION.FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY HUMBER

GATE

{Continuation Shecet)

(Number all entrles)

7. Description.

At the level where the wide stair-landing forms a mezzanine there
arc small flanking family sitting-rooms. The second [loor originally

the lesser of these chamkers has teen made), of which the most 1av1nh
were that of Mra. Vanderhilt and the main muest-room. ¥

trees, a plain eastern lawn comprise the only landscaping. However, as
adde luxury and a terminal visual attraction there was built in 1913 a

water. Panelled, coloured and gilded., it has a green-tiled roof with

the way of Chinese dynastic structures. This was designed ty the sons
of Richord Hunt. :

the second ownership and are still there. o o

e

Although within Rlchard Hunt's de51gn ahd’ superv131on
created by the following: Batterson,¢See & Elsele,
bas-reliefs of R.,M, Hunt and Jules Hardouin Mansart

entrance grille; J, Allard et Fils {(Paris), Bronze
sculptures, ralllngs, fixtures and other trlm and
furnlshlngs in bronze, :

o \

Y

accommodated not more than eirht or nine bedrooms (soms rearrangement of

Marble Honse's slite is not a large one, and it is narrow as it ex-
tends from Pellewvue Avenue to a stecep drop akrove the shoreline. Rordering

an

Chinese tea-house in the form of a one-storey pageda on rtastions akove the

concave outline, swooping projecting riks and much symholic adornment in

From 1897 to 1909 and from 1917 to 1933 Martle ilouse was not occu-
vled, but it was cared for. In 1933 it was put hack in use by a new owmner
who resided there repularly. He made no chanpes, except for alterations
of convenience in the bedroom and terrace arcas and at the penthouse lewvel,
#any of the original furnishings, made for the house, stayed there through

the
main' exterior and interior adornments of the. house were

exterior and interior marble work; Karl Bitter, sculpted

on the landing; John Williams Bronze Foundry (New York),
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FE SIGNIFICANCE. "

pERIoD (Check One or More aa Appropriaie)

(| Pre-Columbian {Z] 16th Century r] 1Bth Century

!

|

[ 20th Century r

[ 'ISIh Century [ 17th Century é] 19th Century ’ ‘

SPECIFIC DATES (If Applicable and Known) ]888"'892;

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock One ar More as Apprapriate) g
y (T] Urban Planning
- »> v

|

|

Abor igino! ] Education [} Political |
[(1 Prehistoric . Engincering (0] Religion/Phi. ' Li‘ Other (Spectly) i
{7} Histeric [ industry lesophy ‘ ' Social higtory !
[0 Agriculture D Invention M Science v . 3
) Architocture [ Londscope O Sculprurc. " :
O Arn Architocture L] Secial/Human. :
[ Commerce 5 Literature itorion X
E:l Communications [ Military ] Theater : :
O Con.servoiion [} Music [] Transportation ‘ !

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE B

Any surviving works by Richard M. Hunt are to-day rarc treasures
in our national architectural inheritance. His houses for the Vander-
‘wi1ts and others in Newport, New York City, Morth Carolina and else-
where were creations within the high point of his +rillisn®. career. :

Insofar as the Vanderbilt family is concerned, lartle House re=~'
presents its first ereat "splash" in the social waters of summer New-!
port. As the ambitious and strong-minded Alva Smith Vanderhilt planned

it, it placed her on top of a tidal wave of social importance and it |

gave to the Newport locale a new standard of luxury, pretension and
formality. This house is a showy wut handsome momument to our biggest

display of the power of money and of "conspicuocus consumption.”

Within this house and grounds tool place many private and publib
svents controlled *y Mrs, Vanderbilt (Mrs. 0. H. 7. Pelmont ' following
her divorce); among them were early patherings of the suffrageties. |
Because of its chitelaine, perhaps, and surely tecause of its impressive
-anpearance, Martle House kas always keen one of the sights .of Newport.

Through the generosity of the builder's son and that of the . !

trustees of the last resident, Frederick H. Prince, the house and a :

good part of its oripinal furnishings in 1963 came into possession of
The Preservation Society of Newport County, which now opens it to the
public.. The Chinese tea~houge, however, cannot be shoum, as time and

hurricanes have left it in a very poor state, in need.of immediate |
repair.- - T : . - i
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MAJOR IMDLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Andrews, Yayne:

Architecture, Ambition and Americans

(liew York, 1955),

n. 183,

Downing, Antoinette F., and Scully, Vincent J., Jr.: The Architectural
Heritape of Newport, Rhode Island, 161,0-1915

19527, p. 160,
Schuyler, Fontgomerv:

American Architecture and Otheor ¥Writings

(Cambridge, Massachusetts)

{Cam-

Rhode Island, 1965), 17 pn.

tridpe, Massachusetts, 1961), pp. Sh7-5L9.
The Preservation Society of lewport County:

Marhle House ... “(Hewport,

E:_ol.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - 7. 0 1y

. Fie T

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degress Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° . - ° ' . bl o 27+ L3 -N| 71 o 18: 19 ~W
NE o ' - 6 . " : ) e
SE o . » R - ] v L]
W d o . o v .
AFPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ]_1.3 acres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
“x
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cope
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

[

FORM PREPARED'B

HNAME AND TITLE:

Richaré B. Harrington, Consultant

State House, 90 Smith Street

CRUGANIZATION [, DATE
ithode Island Historical Preservation Commission’- 7" T 1" - April 307 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN!:
Providenge - o

STATE

Rhode Island, 02903 ak

- STATE LIAISON.OF FICER CERTIFICATION

As the desipnated Stave Liaison Officer for the Nao-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Low
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nalional Rugis.ter nnd.‘cerl.ify that it has been
evaiuated according to the criteria ﬂnd-procedurcs set
forth by Lhe National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National fr] State [ Local [

Name

Title ' - D

Thte

[P

ATIONALYREGISTER:VERIFICATION
L |
I hereby certify that lhi$ ‘properly is "included in the

National Register.

t

Chiel, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

1
.
i

Dalte

ATTEST: . " P
Keeper of Tho Nationatl Register

Dintle
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- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EVATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newnort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. . ENTRY NUMBER DATE

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
Z [TWAME
= common: Marble House
o AND/OR HISTORIC: \,." derkil
- |[2. LOCATION "
u STREET AND NUMBER:

Fellevue Avenue
: CITY OR TOWN:
(s lewport
}— STATE: CQQE COUNTY: CODE
i Rhode Island o }-Ie'.-rr.-nrt 005
-~ [P. PHOTO REFERENCE S : : ane :
— rroTo creoiT: The Prescrvw.tlon Socicty of I]c'-'nort. County

DATE OF PHOTO: C 1065
Wi pecaTive FiLeo ATt The Preservation Soclety of Iletmor-b County
" 37 Touro Street, Newport, Rhode Island, ooého
v |4 IDENTIFICATION -
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Ballroom,







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [5va0
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Yode Tsland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | ’”"‘,,h”mt
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
W (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SRIprE il
Z 1 NAME .
o common: arhle Hougn -
— anp/oR HisTORIC: Vanderkilt (1-.{11] iam k. ) Houge |
= [2._LOCATION T T e
U é;REET AND NUMBER:
Bellevae Avenue
o
CITY OR TOWN:
o llewvrort
- STATE: cQpe |[COUNTY: CODE
i Rhode Island ?ﬁ- lewport 9]0}
- [B. PHOTO REFERENCE o ' .
— rHoTo creotT: The Pre.,crvation Society of Newport County
oaTE oF pHOTO: (0, 1965
i pnecaTive Fiteo aT:The Preservation Society of Newport County,
w ‘ N de Island, C‘) 81:0
- 141D e
Dining-room.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

(1.7 NAME

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY
Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

common: Marhle House

AND/OR msvon

[2. LOCATION

[STREET AND NUMBER:

Pellevue Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:
MNewmort

Rhode Island

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY:

Newport

CODE

005

B. PHOTO REFERENCE . . - ,

PHOTO CREDIT: LNGC T’rcﬂervation SOCictV Of ichDI‘t Count:

DATE OF PHOTO: U 1965 or bafore

[4. 1

hecaTive miLeo ATt The Preservation Society of Newport County,

DENTIFICATION |

37 Touro Street I-Ic*..-::no?t_, Rhode I_:?W..:mr’., 028}19-

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Chinese tea-house seen from the south.
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_U;d—lTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ‘T”:-" :
NATIONAL PARK SERYICE Ithode Islan
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Nawnort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ol i kel

LNAME-

commoN: 1iarbhle louse

AND/OR HISTORIC: Unndcr‘bilt: William K, )Hou"r-

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Bellevue Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Newrport
STATE! CODE COUNTY! CODE
Rhode Iqland i Newport 9]0}
[3. PHOTO REFERENCE S T Cli i

PHoTO cREDIT: Tha Prcscrvat.ion %ociptv of Nefrpor*b COu"lt"

oaTE oF PHoTO: C, 1965

necaTive FILED AT:-The Preservation Society of Newport County
37 Touro Street, Newport, Rhode Island, 0?6 L0

{4. 1DE

DESCRIBE .V'.lt“ DIHECTION ‘TC“‘
Entrance (west) front.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Islamd

COUNTY
Newnort

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

11. NAME

|C OMMON:: arble House

ano or wistoric: Vanderhilt (William K.) House

p. LOCATION

STREET ANF

-c”f TeB\?t?E Avenue

CITY OR TO} 1

gv.;port

STATE:

Rhode Island Seps

COUNTY:

Newport

CODE

005

|3._MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

SCALE: 1 211,000

DATE: 1957

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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