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DESCRIBE
THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL if &nown PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - - - -

Ths is a large, irregularly rectangular house, about eighty by
sixty feet, two-and-one-half storeys hii under steep, many-gabled roofs.
Timber-framed, the house is faced with brick, clapboards and shingles, r

- - in that order from the ground floor upwards. These materials are well .. -.4:
combined, without argumentative contrasts in colour or texture Vertical
accents are created in this example of the American RQueen Annett or
ttshinglell style by the towering, pilastered chimneys, while strong inter-
locking patterns are created by the roof slopes and gable forms, the ‘

half-timbered and panelled wall surfaces and the window mullioning
Equally strong horizontal shadow patterns are created by the long and -

-

deep porch, with turned columns on brick pedestals, which stretches - -:- * -:.

across the front of the house and at the entrance breaks fonrard into
a porte-cochère. The New York/New Jerseyarchitects Potter and Robinson
indeed achieved by the above means the lively hilt here self-contaiñd -- -

form and the picturesque silhouette coming into vogue when this house F

was built in 1877-1878. .
- "

- -
- tI-.:

* - The principal interior spacesare large, and the planning very - - -
. .

FtF

-

. - - open. The entrance vestibule leads into a large and dramatically con- ./

ceived central hall ttliving_halltl which originally rose the full height Z

- of the buildingts interior, open to galleries on the second and third * .

levels, but which is now closed off betweenthe secondand third floors. -I

This central hall opens to a broad stair-hal, a dining-room across the

- f. - back of the house, and-to drawing-room and library at either side. * - :
Service rooms are placed to one side of the house, running out beside and
beyond the dining-room, bedrooms consume the second and third floors.

-- The principal rooms of the lower floors are richly decorated,particu- - -

larly with wd detail which is characterised by the free combination of -

Colonial Revival and Queen Anne motifs. 0

* - - * *-- :-- -::

Originally a single-family dwelling, the house is now divided into
three separate apartments, but this has been done with a minixmri of
alteration to either structure or trim. The ong3nal dark, stainedwood-
work is now painted over in light colours in many areas, and only a few
traces of the original flocked wallpapers of red, vertically-striped
pattern survive.’ With the few exceptionsmentioned, the house remains
a large, generally intact and valuable example of its period.
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- The house was constructed from the deâignsof Potter and Robinson_L

- - - - a firm which "came early to the Queen-Anne stye and grew with it’t--as a v
-

-, - - -
summer residence, only, for Commodore Charles H. Baldwin, U. S. N., of -

.‘.-
- New York. It was built as a part ofthe developmentof Bellevue Avenue:’

- - and the adjoining areas as -a summer colony.
- -,Y: - - - F

- -
- The house is particularly interesting as an example of the Shin1e,

-
- I- or American Queen Anne,Style and has been.documentedas such. It is - F

F F F

- - - characterised by richly textured, decorative surfaces, revival detail -‘ ‘ F-

- freely used,Ioxenplanning with dramatic interior spaces. -Besides its S IF:’

- importance as a specific example of an architectural period, it sig- F

- - nificant and..vital as a -link in the Bellevue Avenue urban setting, re-
F, -

- flecting thedevelopment of that area of Newport ona grand and pros,
-, perous -scale., - - - - - - - - - - F
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Built-in buffet in dining-roQm.
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Lu Washington, D. C.
Sn DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Central:hall, showing stairs, galleries, panelling.
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Rear east elevation.
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