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Yale University (lessor to Society of Colonial Dames in America
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(Check One)

CONDITION .
Excellent [X] Good [] Fair [ Deteriorated [7] Ruins [ Unexposed []

Chack One [of] ke
INTEGRITY (Cirock One) (Chock One)

Altered [ Unaltered [3 Moved [} Original Site [
CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OQRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .

Whitehall is commonly dated 1729; but it may bhave had its real
teginnings btefore that yearin that portion forming the rear of the

present honse and resembiing a shed-like addition with its own central

chimney. This portion may, on the other hand, have instead been added
later to the larger conjoined structure which certainly was erected
in 1729 for Dean (later Bishop) Berkeley.

In any case it is the 1729 structure which forms the more im-
vortant part of the dwelling. This is of timber and clapboard con-
struction, two storevs in height, tonped by a hipped and ridged roof.
It interior plan is dictated by its central chimney. This last allows
a small entrv hall flanked by two major first-floor rooms (Red and

~ Green Parlours) and small storage areas. The kitchen is contained
in the rear extension. The stairway--now, at least--is placed in a
side entry hall whte re the hip-roofed maln house and shed-roofed rear
part join. (It is thought that the quite small front entry could
never have conveniently accommodated a stair.)

The only exterior adornments are a modillion cornice (twice
replaced or restored) on three sides of the 1729 house and a large
pedimented doorway centred between two of its four first-floor windows.
This does not centre the entrance in plan, however, and so the door,
which is apparently a wide double one, has only one operable leaf,
opening into the entry--the inoperable leaf is backed by a parlour
wall.

.. Over a long period. of varied tenancles and uses, the house re-
coived some minor appendases (now removed) and alterations (now recti-
fled) which did not affect its basic appearance or plan. Since 1899
the house has been under the care of The Society of Colonial Dames in
America in the State of Rhode Island and maintenance has been constant.
Restoration has been thourhtfully and expertly carried out, particu-
larly in programs undertaken in 1936 and 1966-1968. Most of the in-
terior trim is original (over-mantel panelling, tolection mouldings,
fireplace tiles etc.) though a small amount of woodwork and a replace-
ment staircase in the side entry were brought from old houses nearby.

The house is maintained as a museum, suitably furnished with
pieces of its period. It has been nainted inside and outside in
colours of its period. A smaller structure which Perkeley had on his
property, specifically to house his library, no longer exists, nor
do any other accessory tuildings.

)
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Description (continued)

From Architectural Heritage of Newport p. 439-440

George Berkeley Dean of Derry and later Bishop of Cloyne, spent three years

in Rhode Island weiting for funds voted by Parliament with which to found

St. Paul's College in Bermuda for the education of colonials and the New

World Indians. Arrived January 23, 1729. On same ship, John Smibert, painter,
and John James, architect. :

House ~ Small house standing on site owned by Joseph Whipple. This house may
be the present kitchen ell. Berkeley built the front part and perhaps whole
house ¢ 1T729. Unpretentious center entry and chimney, hip roofed building
ith long sloping lean to across back that covers the kitchen ell which hasg
‘its own chimney.

Berkeley left Newport in 1731 and deeded house and grounds to Yale in 1732.
ithin 12 years it bad become an inn, known as Whitehall, and continued to

be known as a Newport landmark. A picture drawn by Lieutenant Harwood USN
1840 was included in Picturesque Illustrations of Rhode Island and the Town
f Newport. By the 1870%s the house considered a pricturesque ruin, was re-
elving attention by the many summer residents and their architects who were
reating a great summer resort in Newpoert. In this picturesque state, the
puilding deserves mention because it was one of the buildings that aroused
interest in the colonisl architecture of Newport, and thus was influentisl in
he general turn to Colonial Revival in the 1880%'s.

he supervision of Norman Morrison Isham was begun in 1936. The original
nodillion cornice was replaced in 1900 and the errangement of the wide front
door and the location of the original stairwvay are still not fully under-
ptood but the house has been restored with great care and the 1936 work has
peen precisely documented.

Because of its immediate English origin, an original oddity of plan, and
ater changes, the building presents certain unsolved problems, but it is one
if the very fine restorations of the state. The two-story house with its

- g¢entral chimmey, high roof hipped back to a ridge, and long lean-to has been

nainted the old Spanish brown color common to early eighteenth-century
dwellings. The peculiarity of the wide divided front doorway, half of which
ks false and extends beyond the parlor wall at the left is s8till] unexplained.
f there has been any change, it must have been made early Yecause Harwood's
drawing shows that the arrangement was in existence then.

ihe. original modillion cornice was'Placed in 1900. The new one is slightly
gmaller in scale, and is unusuasl in that the windows are get some six inches
below it and do not dbreak into it. :
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Description {continued)

From Architectural Heritage of Newport p. 439-440

The space in the entry hall where the stairway normally should be is not
‘supposed to be large enough to allow stairs, but a back side hall between the
east parlor and the so-called Dean's study has evidently served as a stair
hall for many years. Ninyon Challoner's house of 1735 had such a side-hall
plan. The staircase now installed here is not original, but it came from an
old Newport house.
The red parlor at the right and“the green room at the left have been restored
to their early appearance, with their early bolection paneled chimney breasgts.
The seventeenth-century tiles surrounding the fireplace in the red room ceame
.from Holland. The framed green tree tiles in the green room were part of
the original fireplece tiles that the Berkeleys installed. The old paneling
in the study was installed.in the 1900 reclamation, but the tiles around this
fireplace are original. The present kitchen, with its mammoth brick fireplace
! in which the oven is set in the back wall, mry be the house Joseph Hhipple
sold the Dean in 1729. -The slave quarters for the three slaves Berkeley )
. bought in Newport, and a kitchen fireplsce, were located in the cellar. There
is also evidence that the Dean's library was housed in a little separate
building, the one that the Reverend Andrew Burnaby, writing in his disry in
1759, reported was then being converted into a dairy. ‘




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

F.pﬂGNHﬂCANCE

PERIOD (Check Oae or More as Approfiridite) .

Pre-Columbian [T} 16th Century 7] . 181th Cantury  [34 2th Century [
15th Century I.l____i 17th Century [} f]‘?rh Century []
5PECIFIC DATEIS) (If Appticable and Known) 1?29
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriats)
Abor iginal Education Xl Political [; Urban Plonning [
Prehistoric )| Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) [
Historic M Industry O ’ losophy 3t
Agriculture 7 .| invantion = Seionce [
Art | Londscape Sculpture O
Commerce O Acrchitecture Bl Social/Human-
Communications . [7] Literature O itarian (I
Censervation O "Military (] Theater O
Music (] Transpartation [

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

"GEORGE RERKELEY
(1685-1753)

"Irish patriot, eminent divine, early American philanthropist,
master of Ynplish nrose, and vrofound philesopher, at the age of 283,
in 1710, George PRerkeley completed The Principles of Human Fnowledge,
‘one of the most astounding contributions ever made by any man to
rhilosophical thought.! He landed at MNewport on Rhode Island in
1729, while on his way to fourd a college in Bermuda. BRemaining at
Newport until 1732, he wrote there a refutation of Deism entitled
Alcivhron, Or, The Minute Philosopher, and helmed to found a Philo-
sophical Society, which became the tasis for the celebrated Redwood
Library. During his Rhode Island sojourn, the Dean of Derry lived
in a farmhouse in the present Middletown, which he presented to Yale
College at the time of his return to England to become Bishop of
Cloyne. The divine also made studies of the theory of vision and
he distinguished tetween primary and secondary qualities of matter.
'There is no corporeal or material substance: it remains thersfore
that the cause of ideas is an incorporeal active substance, or spirit.
Berkeley declared that not only matter, but the Newtonian conceptiens

of time, space, and motion were inconceivable. His orincipal American

disciple was Samel Johnson of Stratford, Conn., later first president
of King's (Columbia) Colleme in New York.

"One of the most distinguished Kuroneans who ever dwelt in
. America, Georsze Perkeley figured prominently in our history. Both
for its own merits as a fine example of 18th~century rural New England
architecture, and as a residence of a truly great world figure, White-
hall deserves to he preserved. :

"Carl Bridenhaugh,"
(sirned)

The house also has an importance in naving much attracted thocse
rchitects who visited and sketched around Newport in the late XIY
Century, engendering our "Colonial Revivall style.
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7. Description: - Addendum

Whitehall was built by Bishop Berkeley expressly as a country retreat on
96 pastoral acres. Today only a little more than half an acre of the origin-
al tract of land has been preserved along with the house by the National
Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Rhode Island (both house and land
are on lease until the year 2000 from Yale University, Berkeley's legatee in

I his will). The Colonial Dames have successfully landscaped this property in

keeping with the period of the house, and they have recently arranged for
visitors' parking on the south side of the entrance. drive so that automobiles
will not come up td the house- ltself

Most of Bishop Berkeley's original and sizeable tract of land has been
altered by real estate development, and unfortunately a highly "incongruous:
modern house stands adjacent to the eastern property line of the present
Whitehall land. However, to the north and east of the half-acre on which
Whitehall is. located ‘there remain approximately eight acres of open, unspoilt
country land which enhance the Whitehall site and give an indication of the
rural area it once dominated. As these acres provide a good period background
for Whitehall and provide some protection against encroaching development.

| the 1969 National Register nomination (which gives no acreage figure) should
| be amended to specifically include this land.
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7. Description: Addendum

Whitrehall was built by Bishop Berkeley expressly as a country retreat on
96 pastoral acres. Today only a little more than half an acre of the origin-
al tract of land has been preserved along with the house by the National
Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Rhode Island (both house and land
are on lease until the year 2000 from Yale University, Berkeley's legatee in
his will). The Colonial Dames have successfully landscaped this property in
keeping with the period of the house, and they have recently arranged for
visitors' parking on the south side of the entrance drive so that automohbiles
will not come up ta the house-itself.

Most of Bishop Berkeley's original and sizeable tract of land has been
altered by real estate development, and unfortunately a highly incongruous-
modern house stands adjacent to the eastern.property Tine of the present
Whitehall land. However, to the north and east of the half-acre on which
Whitehall is. located there remain approximately eight acres of open, unspoilt
country land which enhance the Whitehall site and give an indication of the

for Whitehall and provide some protection against encroaching development.

| the 1969 Hational Register nomination (which gives no acreage figure) should

be amended to specifically include this land.
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Bescription (continued)

Prom Architectural Beritege of Eewport p. 439-hho

The space in the entry hall vhere the stairway normally chould de 1s not
supposed to be large emcugh to allow stairs, but & back cide hall baetween the
enst parlor and tha so-called Dean's study has evidently sarved ns e stair
kall for many years. Hinyon Challoner®s house of 1735 bad asuch & gide-hall
plan. The staircess now installed bhere is not original, but it came from an

old EHewport house.

The red parlor at the right apd the groen room at the left have been restored
to their early appesrance, with their early bolection paneled chizmey breasts.
Tho seventeenth-century tiles gsurrounding the fireplace in the red rcom cane
from Bolland. The framsd greem tree tiles in the greem room were part of
t&orisimlﬂroplmcotuea thot the Berkeleys installed. The old

in the study vas instalicd in the 1900 reclamation, but the tiles around this
fireplace are original. The present kitchan, with its mammoth brick fireoploce
vhich the oven iz set in the back wall, my be thka house Joseph Whipple
~gald ths Daan in 1729. 7Tho slave quarters for ths tlree slaves Barkeley
bought in Fewport, and a kitchen fireplace, vere located in ths cellar. Thare
is also evidence that the Dean's library was housed in a little eeparate
wmmg,mmmtmawmmw,wxmmmamm
1759, reported was than being converted into a dairy.

E‘
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOGCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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SW o ' . o ' »
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING $TATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Richard B. Harrington -
ORGANIZATION . . . . B L. ‘ : DATE
Ehode Island State Historical Preservation Commission [ Nov, 22, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER: .
2li, Meeting Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooe
Providence - L ' - Rhode Island o 38
112 STATELTAISON-OF FICER/CERTIFICATIO! NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION " -5

As the designated State Liaison Qfficer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The rccommended . - - . - T - .
e e , . . i Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nominaticn is:

National K State [}~ Lecal [

Date
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Title
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Dale' Date
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
) (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) BN TRy HUMBER DATE
z [l NANE
o [:jnumou “_‘Ih i‘bﬁehall
— AN OR nlnio.nlc-.ﬂcrkc]_clf (“19}’10"1 GCOT‘{'O) House
| |2. LOCATION
U ﬁ-TH*I:hE-T AND NUMBDER:
Berkeley Avenue
: CITY OR TUU:J'N.'
o liddletown
| ol STATE: CODE |COUNTY: coDE
h
- Rhode Island 38 NBW’OOI‘t 005
=z B._FHOTO R.FERENCE
- rnoto creniT: Bob Hyssong
NATE OF PHOTO: C, ]_Q;S
w pEcaTive FiLep aT: Copy nerative: Whitehall, Berkley Avernue, [Middletowm,
w Rhode Island
v [3_IDENTIFICATION : :
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,
exterior from south-west
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
Newrport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP$ USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) i s B bl L Rt
1. NAME
common: TThitehall
anior mistoric: Berkelev (Rishon Georoe) House
[2. LOCATION -
‘--5_1;H_'|;_-|-:_T AND NUMBER:
Berkelev Avenue )
CITY OR TOWN:
Middletown
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island 38 Newnort, 005

B. PHOTO Ru:FERENCE :

Froro creolYSocjety of Colonial Dames in America in the State of Rhade Is]=nd

DATE OF PHOTO: ~_ RQR

[|ECATIVE FILED AT: Roberts Studio, The Arcade, Providence, Rhode Island

4. 1

DENTIFICATION : : e %

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
view from west before restoration
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclosc with photograph)

S

Ithodo Tsland

COUNTY

llewport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

EHTRY HUMBIER

CATE

[__. NAME

COMMON: rh]..t(‘hCl.-L-l_

[Ane_cnanstome: Papleloy (Rishop Georce) House

[ LocATION T

T l 1 ANI\ F-I\INI\I m

Berkeley Avenue

CITY Ol TOWN!

Middletowm

STATE: coDE |[COUNTY;

Rhode Island 18 Newnort

conr

- ULUS

B. PHOTO Ri:FERENCE ;

INSTRUCTI

PHoTo creOIT: Preservation Society of Neport County,

Newport, R. 1.

DATE OF PHOTO: J1QGf

NecaTive FiLED AT: John T, Hopf, 10, Red Cross Terrace,

Newport, R. I.

SEE

[4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Red Parlour
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Newvort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SRR NUMBER i
=z 1. NAME
o common: Thitehall
- anD/oR HiIsTORIC: Rarkeley (Rishop Georse) House '
— |2._ LOCATION _ |
U _S_HTF;"E ET AND NUMBER: I
- Berkeley Averne

CITY OR TOWN:
o liddletowm
| STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CoDE
w Rhode Island 38 Newnort 005
—~ B._PHOTO RGFERENCE ) _ :
_ rHoTo creorT: Preservation Society of Newport County, Newport, H. L.

DATE OF PHOTO: ¢, 19508-1960
w NecaTive FiLep aT: John T, Hopf, 10, Red Cross Terrace, Newport, R. I.
w
v 4. _IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Green Parlour




