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COMMON;

Whitehall

AND/OR HISTORIC: -

Berkeley Bishop George House
LOCAT ION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Berkeley Avenue -
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CATEGORY
check One

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District j Bui ding {

Site C Structure

Object C

Public Public Acquisition:

Pri vote - I In Process C
Both C I Being Considered C

-

Occu pied

Unoccupied

Prosorvotion work
In progress

C Yes:

Restricted

Unrestricted C
C No: C

PRESENT USE check One or More as Appropriate

Agriculturol C Government C Park C Transportation Comments C
Commeciol Industrial -E Private Residence C Other Specify C
Educotionol C Military C Religious C
Enlertoinrnont fl Museum Scientific C

OFPROPER’]’Y:._ _:::-.._:::: ::_: -

DWNERS NAME:
Yale University lessor to Society of Colonial Dames in America
in the State of Rhode Ismnd

STREET AND NUMBER:

DR TOWN:

-

STATE; CODE

_________

New Haven Connecticut 06
rLOCATWN OF LEGAL_DESCRIPT!ON

________________________________________________

COURTHOUSE, REOISRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Town Hall
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY DR TOWN: STATE CODE -

Niddletown - Rhode Island
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: -

I EPRESENTATIONNEkISj INC suRvEys: - -- -H : :H-:.--j: L.*:*: -; -- - -
- --- -- -

TITLE OF SURVEY;

- HistoricAmerican Buildings Survey: Supplement, 1957.
DATE OF SURVEY: l97 Foderol 5] 51010 C County C Locol C
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
STREET AND NUMBER: -

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Washington Distric t of Columbia
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CONDITION
C/lock Ono

IExcellent Good fl Fair fl Deteriorated C Ruins E Unexposed fl

INTEGRITY
C/lock One Chock Ono

Altered fl Unaltered [5 Moved fl On gino Site

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL It known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Whitehall is coonly dated 1729; hut it may have had its real
beginnings before that year:n that portion forming the rear of the
present house and resembling ashed-like addition with its own central
chimney. This portion may, on the other hand, have instead been added
later to the larger conjoined structure which certainly was erected
in 1729 for Dean later Bishop Berkeley.

In any case it its the 1729 structure which forms the more im
portant part of the dwelling. This is of timber and clapboard con
struction, two storeys in height, tonned by a hipped and ridged roof.
I interior plan is dictated by its central chimney. This last allows
a small entry hail flanked by two major first-floor rooms Red and
Green Parlours and small storage areas. The kitchen is contained
in the rear extension. The stairway--now, at least--is placed in a
side entry hall wit it the hip-roofed main house and shed-roofed rear ni
part join. It is thought that the quite small front entry could rn
never have conveniently accommodateda stair.

The only exterior adornmentsare a modiilion cornice twice z
replaced or restored on three sides of the 1729 house and a.large
pedimented doorway centred between two of its four first-floor windows.
This doos not centre the entrance in plan, however, and so the door,
which is apparently a wide double one, has only one oerahle leaf,
opening into the entry--the inoperable leaf is backed by a parlour C

wall. cm

Qver along period of varied tenancies and uses, the house re
ceived some minor apndages now removed ândalterations now recti
fied which did not affect its basic apnearanceor plan. Since 1899 0

the house has been under the care of The Society of Colonial Dames in
America in the State of Rhode Island and maintenancehas been constant. U’

Restoration has been thouhtfu1ly and eicpertly carried out, particu-
larly in programs undertaken in 1936 and 1966-1968. Most of the in
terior trim is original er-mante1 panelling, bolection mouldings,
fireplace tiles etc. though a smaU amount of woodwork and a replace
ment staircase in the side entry were brought from old housesnearby.

The house is maintained as a museum, suitably furnished with

pieces of its period. It has been painted inside and outside in

*ncolours of its period. A sniaUer structure which Berkeley had on his

property, specifically to house his library, no longer exists, nor

do any other accessorybuildings.
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Description continued

From Architectural Heritage of Newport p. b39-440

George Berkeley Dean of Derry and later Bishop of Cloyne, spent three years
in Rhode Island waiting for funds voted by Parliament with which to found
St. Paul’s College in Bermuda for the education of colonials and the New
World Indians. Arrived January 23, 1729. Oü same ship, John &nibert, painter,
and John James, architect.

Mouse - Small house standing on site owned by Joseph Whipple. This house may
e the preóent kitchen en. Berkeley built the front part and perhaps whole
louse c 1729. Unpretentious center entry and chimney, hip roofed building
4th long slOping lean to across back that covers the kitchen eli which has
its own chimney.

3erkeley left Newport in 1731 and deeded house and grounds to Yale in 1732.
Jithin 12 years it had becomean inn, known as Whitehall, and continued to
e known as a Newport landnnrk. A picture drawn by Lieutenant Harwood USN

l8Zi.O was included in Picturesque fliustrations of Rhode Island and the Town
,f Newport. By the l870’s the house considered a picturesque ruin, was re
eiving attention by the tinny summer residents and their architects who were
!reating a great summer resort in Newport. In this picturesque state, the
tuilding deserves mention becauseit was one of the buildings that aroused
.nterest in the colonial architecture of Newport, and thus was influential in
he general turn to Colonial Revival in the 1880’s.

n 1899 the Colonial IMmes secured a 999 year lease from Yale and at that
ime undertook a restoration of the building. A second restoration under
he supervision of Norman Morrison Islmm was begun in 1936. The original
jodiflion cornice was replaced in 1900 and the arrangement of the wide front
oor and the location of the original stairway are still not fully under
tood but the house baa been restored with great care and the -1936 work has
*een precisely documented.

ecause of its iimnediate English origin, an original oddity of plan, and
ater changes, the building presents certain unsolved problems, but it is one
f the very fine restorations of the state. The two-story house with its
entral chimney, high roof hipped back to a ridge, and long lean-to has been
ainted the old Spanish brown color common to early eighteenth-century

wellings. The peculiarity of the wide divided front doorway, half of which
s false and extends beyond the parlor wall at the left. is still unexplained.
f there has been any ckan9e, it must have been made early becauseRarwood’s
rawing shows that the arrangement was in existencethen.

ae original modiflion cornice was’laced in 1900. The new one is slightly
i naller in scale, and is unusual in that the windows are set some six inches
elow it and do not break into it.
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Description continued

ftom Architectural Heritage of Newport p. 139..1j40

The spacein the entry hall where the stairway normally should be is not
‘supposedto be large enoughto allow stairs, but a back ‘side hall betweenthe
east,parlor and the so-canedDeants study has evidently servedas a stair
hall tbr nnny years. Ninyon Challoner’s houseof 1735 had such a side-hall
plan. The staircase now installed here is not original, but it came from an
old Newport house.

The red parlor at the right andthe green rOom at the left have beenrestàred
to their early appearance,with their early bolection paneled chimney breasts.
The seventeenth-centurytiles, surrounding the fireplace in the red room came
from Holland. The framed green tree tiles in the green room were part Of
the original fireplace tiles that the Berkeleysinstalled. The old paneling
in the study was installed. in the 1900 reclamation, but the tiles around this
fireplace are original. The presentkitchen, with its n.nmothbrick fireplace
in which the oven is set in the back wall, may be the house JosephWhipple
sold the Dean. in 1729. - The slave quarters for the three slaves Berkeley
bought in Newport, and a . kitchen fireplace, were located in the cellar. There
is also evidencethat the Dean’s . library was housedin a little separate
building,, the one that the ReverendAndrew Burnaby, writing in his diary in
1759, reported was then being converted into a dairy.



-‘
‘ f6.SIONIHCANCE

____

. .‘‘ . , F’

- PERIOD check 1.... ..r Slave ,.s .tppr,.Ilriz,tr

Pre-Columbi an lath Con fury ] , 181k Century 15j 20th Century flJ
15th Century Cl 17th Century fl 19th Century El

SCCI FtC DA TLtSt If Ar’pIlc.Il.l.- an.! hr.otvrt 1729
AR EAS OF SfCNI rICAN CE Clock Or.. or More as Appropriate

Aboriginal Educati’n Political El Urban Planning El
Prehistoric El Engineering El Religion/Phi - Other Specify El
Historic El Industry El losophy

__________________________
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"GEORGE BER1LEY
l6aS-l?3

.. L
Itlrish patriot, eminent divine, early American philanthropist,

master of English nrose, and oro,Eound philosopher, at the age of 23,
0 in 1710, George Ferkoley completed The Principles of Human Knowledge,

‘one of the most astounding contributions ever made by any man to
philosophical thought.’ He landed at Newport on Rhode Island in

U , 1729, while on his way to founi a college in Bermuda. Remaining at
Newport until 1732, he wrote there a refutation of Deism entitled L
Alciphron, Or, The Ninute Philosopher, and helned to found a Bhilo
sophical Society, which becamethe basis for the celebrated Redwood
Library. During his Rhode Island sojourn, the Dean of Deny lived
in a farmhouse in the presentNiddletown, which he presented to Yale
College at the time of his return to England to become Bishop of

-. Cloyne. The divine also made studies of the theory of vision and
he distinguished between primary and secondaryqualities of matter.

W ‘There is no corporeal or material substance: it remains therefore
LU that the cause of ideas is an incorporeal active substance, or spirit.’

Berkeley declared that not only matter, but the Newtonian conceptions
of time, space, and motion were inconceivable. His principal American ‘ F
disciple was Samuel Johnson of Stratford, Conn., later first president
of Kings Columbia College in New York.

"One of the most distinguished Europeanswho ever dwelt in
America, George Berkeley figured prominently in our history. Both
for its own merits as a fine example of lSth-century rural New England
architecture, and as a residence of a truly great world figure, White
hall deservesto he preserved. .

tuCarl Bridenhaugh.tt
sirned

‘

The house also has an importance in having much attracted’ the
architects who visited and sketched around Newnort in the late Xfl
Century, engendering our ItColonial Revival" style.
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7. Description: ‘ Addendum

Whitehall was built by Bishop Berkeley expressly as a country retreat on
pastoral acres. Today only a little more than half an acre of the origin-
tract of land has been preserved along with the house by the National
iety of Colonial ‘Dames in the’ State of Rhode Island both house and land
on lease until the year 2000 from Yale University, Berkeley’s legatee in
ill. The Colonial Dames have successfully landscaped this property in
ing with the period of the house, and they have recently arranged for

I tors’ parking’ on the south side of the entrance, drive so that automobiles
1 pot come up to the house itself.

Most of Bishop Berkeley’s original and sizeab’le tract of land has been
altered by real ‘estate development, and unfortunately a highly ‘incongruous’
modern house stands adjacent to the’eastern property line of the present
Whitehall land. However, to’the’ north and east of the half-acre on which
Whitehall is. located there remain approximately eight acres of open, unspoilt
country land which enhance, the Whitehall site and give an indication of the
rural area it once dominated. As these acres provide a good period background
for Whitehall and provide some protection against encroaching development.
the 1969 National Register nomination which gives no acreage figure should
be amended to specifically include this land.

.Mo SCALE

I WHITEHALL

2 EIGHT ACRES OF’ UNDEVELOPED LAtJD

3 PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY

VICINITY MAP WRITE HALL - MIDDLETOWN. ft

ROAD

L
tAIANTOH0MI kVEI4UE
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GPO 921.724
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7. Description: Addendum

Whitehall was built by Bishop Berkeley expressly as a country retreat on
96 pastoral acres. Today only a little more than half an acre of the origin
al tract of land has been preserved along with the house by the National
Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Rhode Island both house and land
are on lease until the year 2000 from Yale University, Berkeley’s legatee in
his will. The Colonial Dames have successfully landscaped this property in
keeping wtth the period of the house, and they have recently arranged for
visitors’ parking on the south side of the entrance drive so that automobiles
will not come up to the house itself.

Most of Bishop Berkeleyts original and sizeable tract of land has been
altered by real ‘estate development, and unfortunately a highly incongruous’
modern house stands’ adjacent to the’eastern property ‘line of the present
Whitehall land. However, to’the north and east of the half-acre on which
Whitehall is. located there remain approximately eight acres of open, unspoilt
country land which enhance the Whitehall site and give an indication of the
rural area it once dominated. As these acres provide a good period background
for Whitehall and provide some protection against encroaching development.
the 1969 National Register nomination which gives no acreage figure should
be amended to specifically include this land.

I WHITEHALL

2 EIGHT ACRES OF’ UNDEVELOPED LAND

3 PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY

VICINITY MAP WHITEHALL - MIDDLETOWN. It I.
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Description continued

PronArchitectural flex’ Stageof port p.

The space in the entry hail uhere the stairvay nornily should be is not
supceedto be large enough to ahoy stairs, but a back aide sll betveenthe
cast .rlor and the so-called tn 5 study Inc evidently servedas a stair

1 for neny years. Ninyon ch.nI 1 an e house of 1735 S.d such a flel1

plsn The staircasen installed e is not original, but it canefron an
old svpofl house.

The red parlor at the right end the green ro at the left Invo beenrestored
to their early appearance,vith their early bolectica paneledchinxy breasts.
The seventeenth-centurytiles surroundlag the fireplace in the red roancna
fraa fbi ia.naQ* The franed green tree tiles in the green ro yaw part of
the ori.g4’l fireplace tiles that the Berkeleysinstalled * the old r11 ug
in the study tas insts.fl in the 1900 recleantion, but the tiles arcimd this
fireplace ore original. The presentkitalw, vith its raotb brick fireplace
in vhieh the oven is set in the back tall, rsy be the house JbsepbWhippl.e
sold the Dn in 1729. The slave quartersfor the three slavesBerkaley
bought in Weiport, and a kitchenfireplace, veto locatedin the c.Ilar. There
is also evidence that the library van housedIn a little eearate
building, the one that theReverendAudrey Biwiby, triting in his diary in
1759, reported tao then beingccuivtcd into a dairy. .

‘

.14
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Ponjamin Rand: i3nrlcoiev’s American Sojourn. cambriaro, Mass., 1932.
John Wild: Goorçc Periceloy: a study of his life and his phi1oophy.

Cnmbridce, ilass., 193CF

Antoinette F. Downinrr: Early Homes of Rhode Island Richmond, VirFtinia,
1937, pp. 107, 113; 85, 128, 132, 13h, 175, 177.
Antoinette F. DoNning and Vincent J. Scully, Jr.: The Architectural
Heritage of Newport, Rhode Island,16h0-lQlS Camhrid, Eass, 1952,
pp. dii, 172-17Lt; p1. 65, 56, 193.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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Degrees- Minutes Seconds
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
0
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LATI TUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

De:rees Minutes

hi° 30
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Degrees Minutes
710 i6
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19 ‘1

ORGANIZATION . . - - - DATE

Rhode Island State Historical Preservation Commission- Nov. 22, 1969 -
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______________________________________
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National Register.
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- Local C

- Date
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Keeper of The National Register
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[1. NAME

Jc OMMOM Thitehall
jr.’or IITOMICt3OrkO1.OY TlLthop Georcc house

LOCION
STRLET AND NIJMflCR:

Berkeley Avenue
CITY OF TOWN

idd1eto’*rn

TATE coos COUNTY I CODERhode Island
38 Newiort ThoS

rHoRrERENcE
Bob HyssonçT

r’ATrzOrpIoTo: c. l9
FILED AT Copy nec!ative: Nhitehall, Berley Avenue, NiddJeton,

Rhode Island
IDENTiFICATiON :... -

DE$CRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

exterior fri south-west
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OMMON VThitehall
Mr"OR HISTORIC: Berkeley Bishop Geore House

LOcAflON - ., -

3TNEIT AND NUMI3ER:

Berkeley Avenue -

CITY OR TOWN:

Niddletown
STATE: I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Tslnd E38 Newnort 005
PHOTORFERENCE . . -

DATE OF PHOTO: 1 A9.9
4EGATIVE FILED AT: Roberts Studio

HOTO CREDITp0j0y of Colonial Dan’es in Areric in the State of Rhode Il’nd

The Arcade, Providence, Rhode Island

IDENTI FICAT1ON.’ .*. ,. .. . .. ... ... .... ..

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

view from west before restoration
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[CePIMCIN :fliitcht1 1
1NI.I4 IIurflI4ICI Perkel.ey P shopGeorce house
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‘1111 I I ANIS NllMISIIli

Berkeley Avenue

CI IV OIl 1C’WNI

Niddletorn

C
Island

pODE JCoUNTbewport

rHoroREERENçE .. .

PHOTO CREDIT: PreservationSociety of Neport County, Newport, R. I.
U1ATt OF PHOTO: 19c8
IEGATIVEFILEDAT: John T. Hopf, 10, Red Cross Terrace, Newport, R. I.
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Red Parlour



Lr__

____

I;:
l.I



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .
IA IL

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Nenort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Type nil entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph ENTRY NUMBER DATE

..

o COMMON: fl-iitehall
-

- ANO/ORHlSTORIC:Berke1V ishop Geore House
I- LOCA1ION ..

STREET AND NUMBER:

Berkeley Anue
CITY OR TOWN:

iddletom
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island 38 Newport 005

z PHOTORFERENcE .: .:;
- jHOTO CREDIT: Preservation Society of !cwtort County, Newport, . I.

10ATE0F0TC: c. l93-l960
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bEGATIVE
FILED AT: John T, Hopf, 10, Red Cross Terrace, Newport, R. I.

LU
4’ IDEN11FICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Green Parlour


