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1. Nameof Property

historic name: The Rhode Is land Red

other name/site nuiitbei

2. Location

street&numbeit Intersection of Adamnville Road, Westport Harbor Road South
Road . Main Road, and Stone Church Road

not for publication: N /.P

city4own Little Compton vicinity: N/A

state: RI county: Newport Zil code: 02 S37

3. QassffieaUo

Owiiersliip of Pmperty public - local

Categoryol Prnpel’t obj e ct

Numberof Resourceswith a Property:

Coiitribu thing NoncontJri buting

________ ________

buildings

_________ _________

sites

______________

structnres

_____________ _____________

objects

p Total

Numberof contributiiig resonrees previously listed iii theNational1legistei

Name ofrelatedmultiple property listing: outdoor Sculpture of RI . 1851-nresent
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Propertynaiiie The Rhode Island Red. Newport County. Little Compton. RI

4. StatelFederalAgencyCertification

As the designated authority under the National Historic PreservationAct of 1986, as ameuded,I herebycertify that this_X
nomination request for deternn nation of eligibility meetsthe docunientationstandards for registering properties in the Nat ioiia 1
Registerof II istoric Placesandmeets the proceduralandprolessionalrequirenientsset forth in 36 CEll Part 60. In my opinion, the
property __ meets does not meetthe National Register Criteria.

_____

Signatureof certilying official Date 3j’& / ci

Snm te or Federi i I age ncv amiii am re t II

In may opi Ilmoit, theproperty meets does not meettheNational Registercriteria.

S ig natit rc of ci mi n ien ti ng or ot lie r official

St It te or FedemaI tgencvandhimixau

5. NationalPark ServiceCertification

I hereby certify that this property is:

_________________

cii ft red iii tlie N Ui onaI Register
See0 nttn lilt tion sli tpt.

_________________

deteri liii ied el ig ib he for t lie
National Register -

_________________

Seetonti mmat ion sIieet.

_________________

deft ii ‘liii ed i iot e Ii gil Ie for the
National Register

______________

removedfromti the National Register
other explain:

________________________________

Date

Seecontinuation sheet.

6 Function or Use

Sigmniture of Keeper late

of Action

ilistoric: RFCPPATTON AND CITTTIJRP Sub: work of art

work of art

Seecontinuationsheet.

Cumremit: RECREATTON AND CIUTITRE S ub:
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Pmpertyuame The Rhode Island Red. Newport County. Little Compton. RI

7. Description

A mclii tectu ia I Cl assi ficati 0 tE

NA

0th tel Description:

ilatmials: folimidlition

___________________________________________

mool
walls

______________

iithuer METAL, bronze

Describepresen I tm id hi i ste mi c phiysici I t ue tma.i ice.

X See contini Ia tiomi shi eeL

& Statementof Significance

Certi fyi mig official hilts comi si dotedthe sigm i i fl c;t,m ice ot this p roperi- in mda tiomi to othlee htm iopeiti es: St at ew 1 de

Applicable Natiomiah Register Criteria: A

Cr1 Ic ri t Comisi Ic mat io mis Exceptions:

Areasof Sigtii fi cliii ce: Art

.h.riods of Sigmn ficance: 1925

Sigiti ficamit Dates 1925

Sigmmificant Persons:

Jithtuima.h Affiliation:

Archuitectil3uilder Norton, Henry L. sculptor

StItle significance of p muis rty, andj usti v Cr’ to ii a, cii teria to mis ii hemati I H us, andareasam iii I emi ods of sign i flea iii
iii iteil hove.

X Seccontinuation sliceL
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9. Major BibliographicalReferences

__ Seeci m I titi nation sh i eet,

Previousdocmtmnemitatiomi ott file NPS:

prehimiiimiarv determimiatiomi of imidivilnal listing 36 CFII 67 hulls beenrequested.

pievioushyhisted lit tUe National Register

p1ev ions!y detemi iii net! eligible by thu c National Ileg istem

des i g tat ted a Nati o na I Iii storm I i ii il i na rk
recoixleh I Historic American hlmiibhitigs Survey
recorded by Historic Amtuerican EmiginecringRecord #

II ‘ri ma my liwa.ti I I ml of Add ito th LI Data:

State hustoric preservation office
Other state agency
F’edcIll I gemtcy
J_Acah g aemunicH t
Umi i veNity

Othiem -. Specify flejiositoryt

10. GeographicalData

Acreageof Property less than one

UUM References:Zone Easting Nottltmttg Zone Elu.sting Nomtltitug

A UI... 322460 4602200 B
C

_____ _________ __________

I

Seecontin nati i mm i shi ect.

‘erbaI I3oit mu darv Iescri ptio m i: See conti mmii it io mu sI icet.
The boundary of the nominated property is the boulder to which the
sculpture is affixed.
Romumidarv.Jimsti ficatiomi: Seecotmti tuim;itiomi shie!t.
The RhQde Island Red is set in its original location. While the location
of the sculpture in the town of Little Compton is integral to its
significance, the significance of the work is not dependent on its specific
setting here in this particular stone wall.

lL Form PreparedBy

Name/title: _Ronald 3. Onorato

OmgltIiizatiott RI. Historical Preservation & Heritage Comm. Date: August 2000

Street&Nimnilmer 150 Benefit Street Telephone: 401-222-2678

City or Town: Providence State: jj_ZIP: _üZ9
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Description

This is a bronze relief, depicting a life-size rooster, accompanied
by text, and surrounded by a simple molding worked in the bronze. The
relief is set into the rough but flattened face of a natural granite
boulder and is built into a stone wall in the village of Adamsville.

The rooster is seen in profile and faces right. The beak and comb
and the tail and throat feathers are shown in fine detail; the back
and breast feathers and the legs are depicted more softly.

The sculpture is 53’’ high, 31’’ wide, and about 2’’ deep. The
rooster is titled under the breast: "THE RHODE ISLAND RED." The
lower third of the sculpture’s face contains this text; ‘‘To
commemorate the birthplace of the/Rhode Island Red breed of fowl
which/originated near this location/--red fowls bred extensively
by/the farmers of this district and later/named "Rhode Island Reds"
and brought into/national prominence by the poultry fanciers--this
tablet placed by the/Rhode Island Red Club of America/with
contributions of Rhode Island Red/breeders throughoutthe world/on
land donated by/Deborah Manchester/1925"

The sculpture is signed at the lower left edge ‘‘Henry L.
Norton/Northrop, Mass’’ The sculpture is in good condition; some
surface blotches can be seen on the bronze, but no serious damage is
visible.



Xlii Fimn’u 111.10111 mImi Ammp.iwuul Nit IOl4.WtII

FWt4i

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Thxpemtytutmne The Rhode Island Red. Newport County. Little Compton. RI

Section nttmuuher p Page 6

Significance

The Rhode Island Red 1925 is significant because it is
the single best and best-known depiction of Rhode Island’s
state animal. More than many states’ animals, the Rhode Island
Red symbolizes the nation’s smallest state--in its size and in
its disposition. The monument also testifies to an aspect of
the state’s history, its late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century poultry industry.

The Rhode Island Red originated as a breed here in Little
Compton, at William Tripp’s farm on Long Highway, and became an
economically important component of the local poultry
industry’s production, and of the national and international
poultry market as well. The breed was raised both for meat and
eggs. It is no longer as important commercially and has been
replaced by more specialized breeds; the American Livestock
Breeds Conservancyhas included the Red on its "WATCH" list,
as a breed which could be lost if not monitored and supported.
Rhode Island’s poultry industry is now only a minor component
of the state’s agriculture.

The sculpture has wide appeal and is one of the best known
in the state, perhaps becauseits homespun subject is portrayed
in a medium ordinarily reserved for more solemn subjects. In
any case, this chicken has real dignity as well as charm.

The sculptor, Henry L. Norton, was from Winthrop,
Massachusetts. The sculpture was commissioned by the Rhode
Island Red Club, with contributions from Red breeders
throughout the world.

While the Rhode Island Red is primarily commemorative in
intent, its role as the principal historic portrayal of the
state’s mascot has invested it with its own historic
significance.
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Major Bibliographical References

‘‘Outdoor Sculpture of Rhode Island, ‘‘ technical report, Rhode
Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission,
1998.

Providence Journal 16 November 1924, p. 3; 20 August 1926, p.
1; and 29 August 1926, p. 1.
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