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COMMON:
Arnold Israel House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

OATI0N . . . .

STREET ANC NUMBER:

Great Road
CITY OR TOWN

Lincoln
STATE

CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island, 02865 Wi Providence 007
C LA S SIF ICAT ION

CATEGORY
Check One

OWNERSHIP
.

STATUS ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

District C Building [ Public C Public Acquisitton: Occupied C Yes:

Site C Structure Privot. In Process C Unoccupied Restricted C

0 ect C
Both C Being Considered C Preservation work

in progress

Unrestricted C
C No

*

PRESENT USE Check One or More ee Appropriate

Agricultural C Government C Park C Transportation C Comments C
Commerciol C Industrial C Private Residence fl Other Specify C
Educational C Military C Religious C
Entertainment C Museum C Scientific C

EIIOWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:

John flex’s
STREET AND NUMBER:

Great Road
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE: CODE

Lincoln Rhode Island, 02865 J 4j
TLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION fl

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY or DEEDS. ETC:

Town Hall
STREET AND NUMBER:

100, Old River Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Lincoln Rhode Island, 02865 LJ
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DESCRIPTION :. . .

CONDITION Check One

Excellent C Good C Fair j Delerloroted C Ruin. C Unexpo..d C

INTEGRITY
Check One Check One

Altered C Unaltered f Moved t:i Original Sits
oEscRIeE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ilknown PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is of framed timber and clapboard construction above a
stone basementand has brick chimneys flow plastered over. As we see
it to-day, it is a two-and-one-half storey gabled house with a one-and
one-half storey gambrel-roofed eli attached at its west end. The gambrel
section Is in fact the original Olney-Arnold dwelling and the predecessor
of to-day’s main house.

This older section was built around 1720 and consists of one large
keeping-room on the ground floor with a door and window on each long
side and a very large brick chimney at the gable end serving a brick
and stone hearth and oven. The gambrel is a rather high-pitched one,
allowing for generousattic head-room and presumably for sleeping accom
modations above the one-room ground floor. This area, which is reached
by a constricted stairway so corrtrIcted that a portion of one beam
was neatly planed away to give an inch or two of wider passage in the
ell’s north-west corner, Is undivided and is lighted by two small win- rn
dows on either side of the riassive chimney. A later dormer was cut in
the roof on the north, is now boarded up and will he removed.

The large, wide base of the chimney, which internally provides for z
a sizeable cooking hearth and beehive oven, is left exposedon the ex-
teflor wall thourUi it does not protrude to attic-floor level; from
there up the claphoarding runs across its stack. The chimney has no
pilaster or moulding treatment at its top and is constructed of red brick Z

stretchers alternatingwith black headers--acombination unusual in Rhode C

Island at this time. The ellts roof has a wide overhang at the eaves,
beneathwhich is run a simple ovolo moulding. This moulding breaks out
over the somewhatprojecting nine-over-nine sashwindows and is the struc- -

ture only external adornment except for two short sections of moulding
used to cap the small gable windows.

Internally, the leeping-room is also extremely simple. The cotter- "

posts and ceiling beams were not exposedor protruding but were concealed
by plastering now removed but expected to be replaced. On three sides
of the room the walls are plastered down to chair-rail height, helow
which is vertical hoarding. On two sides of the fireplace there is ver
tical boarding hinged and concealing storage places to about mantel-
shelf height, and plastering is brought down to this point across that
end of the room--except where interrupted at the north-west cornerby a
door to the attic stair. The rtnte. itself is very plain, having only
a simple cyma recta-cymareversa moulding across its top to form a shal
low shelf. The beehive oven is not, as in earlier examples, at the rear
of the hearth but in a splayed left-hand jamb. The trim and sheathing.
in this room were originally painted a dark red obtained,by mixing earth
colours with soot.

See Continuation Sheet



- Fe., iI’’."i, * UNITED STAllS iU PAR1MI’NI Ill IIIL IN1LI4IOR STAhL

.lt’Iy 19M1 NA 1 1tTh4A1 IAUK srIlvlrlt flhal e Island

NATIONAL RtGISTtR or ilisToetic I’LACCS
Providence

INVENTORY . NOMINATION FORM
FOR Nfl USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMbER DAtE
ContinuationSheet

Numb., .11 .sitri..

7. Description

In 1760, the larger part of the house was added, demoting the old
keeping-roomstructure to an ell used as a summerkitchen. This newer
building is a conventional clapboarded‘and gabled farmhouse of central-
chimney plan, five hays across its south front, three at the east end,
four across the back; there is an attic window in each pahle. Its only
outside adornmentsare the eaves cornide brought forward over the second-
floor windows, the short sections of moulding capping‘other windows and
the projectinr cornice cappinr the transomed door.

Its floor plan is the usual one dictated by a centre chimney: a front
stair-hall, two flanking rooms and orE rear one served by the chimney, two

* small rooms and a secondarystair in the rear corners. The main ground-
floor rooms were used as follows: that to the right east of the entrance
and stair-hall was a living-room, and the large rear room in most other
such houses the kitchen was a dining-room; becaie of abutting the ‘eli,
the room to the left west of the hall here was the kitchen. There is
only the very simplest of wood trim in this kitchen, where the large, wide ‘ V
hearth is still evident although partially filled in. ‘However, the living-
and dining-rooms have projecting cornices over the windows and panelling
above *the fireplaces. The dininp,-io’om has an oen cupboard inset between
narrow vertical panels over the fireplace. Upstairs; the princijl or
east bedroom also has a panelled fireplace surround and overmantel. Two
doors opening from the west bedroom on this floor show perfectly preserved
examples of painted graining which presumablyexisted on other trim, too,
though now painted over.

The ‘rain staircase rises from first to second floor in three right-
angled runs with small platform landings intervening. It has a turned, h
mushroom-cappednewel, slender turned balusters in the railing and turned
acorn pendantson the angle-posts. ‘l’he front door, paiielled on the out-
side, is of flat batten construction inside. It has its original hardware,
wtich in fact still exists all through the house, including large strap
hinges on the ell’s outside doors.

The house has been vacant for some years, has suffered to a corider-
able degree from the weatherand to a moderate degreefrom vandals. This
damage needs prompt repair--lest another winter make it irreparable, and
the house,is in need of re-clapboarding. It’is hoped that in 1970-1971
stepe can be taken to assure preservation of this house, otherwise so re
markably intact in all essentials of stnc ture, form, fabric and trim.,



U ...
I . :9., MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

Downing, Antoinette F.: Early Homes of RhOde Island,Richmond, Va., 1937,

pp. 85-88, 138, 169.
Gardner, George W.: Some Early "Single Room Houses" of Lincoln, Rhode

Island in Pencil_Points,_Vol. *, No. , pp. 93-108. February, 193.

-
10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGI rUDE COORDINATES
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Richard B. }larrington, Consultant
ORGANIZATION ‘ DATE

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission eptember 3, 197C

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90, Smith Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
STATE CODE

Rhode Island, 02903 Wi
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Public Law
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jlGNIFICANCE - ‘‘ ‘ a’’:

PERIOD Check One or More a. App,oprlate

Pre.Colunbian C 76th Century fl 18th Century th Century 0
13th Century D 17th Century LI 19th Century 0

SPEd FtC DA TEISI It Applicable and Known c * I do, ‘176u
AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANCE Check One 0r Mores. Appropriate

Aboriginal Educatièn C Political 0 Urban Planning C
Prehistoric C Engineering C Religion/Phi. Other Specify

Historic C Industry C * losophy fl Local History
Agriculture C Invention C Science 0

________________________

Art rj Landscape Sculpture C

________________________

Commerce C Architecture C Sociol/Htjmgn

Comn,unlcotions C Literature C itarion C

________________________

Conservation C Military C Theater C

________________________

Music C Transportation C

________________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Include Pereanage., Date.. Event.. Etc.

Built by an Olney, the house passedby marriage into the Arnold
family, and four successive Israel Arniolds occupied it until recent

U’ years. It is one of a cluster of Arnold housessurviving in the to’in
of Lincoln, including the much-publishedEleazer Arnold house of 1687

o nearby. The Israel Arnold house itself Was measured, drawn and photo-
- granhed for the Historic American Buildings Survey in 1961.
I

It is of interest as an intact example of the XVIII Century farm
house--the hocne of a prosnering rural family--and has particular addi
tional interest becauseof the early self-contained eli portion with its
great exposed chimney, a "single room hcruse.tt It has all its old trim,
woodwork and hardware, rare examples of graining and evidences of origi-
nal paint colours. It does not need "restoration" so much as simple--
but urgent--repair, and this is promised it by a prosnective purchaser,

- . already on hand.

w It is on a hillside site above the Great Road, still surrounded
by the grassy lands and the woods of its earliest days. The house and
its acreageform both a long-standing landmark and an environmental
anchor in the old and small community of Lincoln. Any formof modern
development replacing the Arnold house and its land would be the beginning of disintegration of t1 admirably preservedcharacter of the
area. This housecan come back to life under family occupancyand present a fine picture of a well-ordered dweflthg and comfortable rurallife in early Rhode Island. Its new owner would Probably open it tothe public on occasion.
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE .4..in.d by NPS

Israel Arnold House
2. LOCATION

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
TOWN

Lincoln
STREET AND NUMBER

Great Road
3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT NEGATIVE FILED AT

LI. Hist. PreservationConun.
52 Power St., Providence, R.I.

FORM 10.301 A
./72

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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Type all entries - attach to or en closewith photograph
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4. IDENTIFICATI

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

DATE

July 1973

View of exterior from southwest after project completion.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10.301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
6/72
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type_all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph

L NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE A8.i4nedbyNPS

Arnold Israel House

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Rhode Island Providence Lincoln
STREET AND NUMBER

Great Road

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Irving B. Haynes April 1969 Irving B. Haynes

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

House and grounds seen from the south-west

GPO 932.009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10.301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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- Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC

Arnold House

NUMERIC CODE Aa.ig,ed by NPS

2. LOCATION
STATE ICOUNTY

Rhode Island Providence
ITOWN

Lincoln
STREET AND NUMBER

Great Road
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTOCREDIT 1DATE

Irving B. Haynes 1 April 1969
4. IDENTIFICATION

INEGATIVEFILEDAT

Irving B. Haynes
I 12 Thomas Street
I Providence, R. I.

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View of exterior from southwest before
project work was begun.

P0 932.009
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L NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Assigned by NPS

Arnold Israel House .:

2. LOCATION - --
STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
TOWN

Lincoln
STREET AND NUMBER

Great Road

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTOCREDIT DATE NEGATIVEFILEDAT

Irving B. Haynes April 1969 Irving B. Haynes

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

House and grounds seenfrom the south-west

GPO 932-009





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
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o COMMON:k3,.11d T.n1
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

LoçAT ION -- . - - -- .-.-- -. -- -

TREET AND NUMBER:

Great Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island W.L Providence 007
z PHOTO REFERENCE
- ‘HOTO CREDIT: Arthur W. LeBoeuf

bATE OF PHOTO: C. 1937
ILl EGATIVE FILED AT:COpy negative: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Co"-is-
iii Lion. State House. 0. Sriith Street. Providence, Rhode Island, 02°O.

- iqENTiFIcATION . . .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Fireplace west-wall of early ell, c. 1937. The only chan-es since
this view are the absenceof furniture, utensils and orna"’ents and
the rioval of deteriorated plaster, which is to be replaced.
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007
PHOTOREFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT: Historic
IDATE OF PHOTO:l961

American Thiildings Survey

N EGATIVE FILED AT:RhOde
State

Island Historical PreservationCommission,
House, 90, Smith Street, PrnvidcsnnA, 1Thnt1 Tt1n3 29a3

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Measureddrawin of sections through eli and of mantels in n,ain
house.
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Measured dravinr’s east and west elevations.
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Z [NAME . .

0 COMMON: Arnold Israel House
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Great Road
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Lincoln
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island hL Providence 007

z :PHOTo REFERENCE . ‘
..

- [PHOTO CREDIT: Historic American Buildings Survey
IDATE OF PHOTO: 1Q61

Lu [PEGATIVE FILEDAT: Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,
w I StAte House, 90, Smith Street, Providence. Rhode Island.. 02903
In DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Measured drawing of first-floor plan
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
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- AND’OR HISTORIC:

I-. jLOCATIOP4 -
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Rhode Island r Ltli Providence 007
z PHOTO REFERENCE

_______________________________________________________

HOTO CREDIT:fljst.OriC American Buildings Survey
DATE OF PHOTO:1961

UJ IEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Islan:1 Historical preservation Commission,
w State Hise, 0, Sntt}- treet. Providence. Rhode Island, 0290
, ..IqENTIF!çATIOI

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Measured dra’.ing of south, or front, elevation.
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I State House, 90, Smith Street, Providence, Rhode Is1nd, 02903
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DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.
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Great Road
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z PHOTO_REFERENCE - 1 -

- HOTO CREOIT:HiStOriC American Buildings Survey
bATE

OF PHOTO:1961
lii ‘IEGATIVE FILED AT: Rhode Island Historical 1reservation Commission,
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- DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Measured dra’ing of south, or front, elevation.
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Z LL,NAME -

0 COMMON: Arnold Israel House
- ANfl OR HISTORIC:

I- LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Oreat Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln
STATE: CODE COUNTY: I CODE

Rhode Island Lhtt Providence

z PHOTO_REFERENCE -

- HOTO CREDIT:ArthUI’ W. LeBoeuf
DATE OF PHOTO: C. 1937

Mi IEGATIVE FILED AT:COpy negative : Rhode Island Historical Preservation Cormis-
I4on. StateHouse. 9O1Smith Street1 Providence, Rhode Island, 0203.
tENTIFICATIQN - -- --

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTI ON, ETC.

House and eli seen from the south-west, C. 1937; there has not
been a change in appeararcesince that time.
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