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The LiacRntone Canal n-as desirpcd to connect Providenco, Rhode
laland , and’i’iorccstcr, :asbachucotts--forty-five miles apart--for the
transport of commercial good, nrtiiarily, and-also of passengers. I’-as
cetistructed durinf: tho years l52i--l823. In northern Rhode Island it
rctrtly pctrollels and partly cci Inc with the BlacksLone River anCi in Pro-
vidence becomes a part of the NochassucicRiver. ‘Th:enty or more feet wide
througnout, it was where neccssarystone-walled, both to contain the .car.al
streaai ana to support tne patn required for horses towing the canal-boats.
Theause of a drop of LSi feet in altitude frcnl Worcester to Providence,
granite-walled locks had to bo constnactedat numerous,points, but little
visibly remains of these locks--now, only outside Providence--andnothing.
of tIeir mechanisms.

From the intact Lincoln, Rhode Island, portion of the canal Cal- -

ready aseparate nomination to the National Register, it flows under the
Front Street Bridre in that to--rn, through Scott Pond and--ncw--’ceneath ri
the Sayles Finishing Plant, rerb combining with the NoshassucicRiver

-

channel. Thence it continued southrard for four and one-hall’ miles under
new streets ane past nnl complexes to Interstate Route 95, witnn tne - -

Proncence area. In this section toere are no remains ot walls or tow-. --

Datits. Soutn of Route 95, however, the canas rotans its original
granite walls--at least on the eastern tow-path side and often on both-
:or asnost the cntre remainder of ts course Into tno city of Providence. T
This is now about one and one-hail miles, terminating at the intersoction
of Steo’ele andPromenadeStreets. In its time of use the canal ended C

finall:, at Narket Square, some blocks south, where there was landing, a
.

stair and a shelter for the transfer of passengers‘and cargo. These last
stretenes ano the basn one oa the canal are now covered by a networ’.c of -

medern pavementsand squares.

The remaining Rhode Island sections of this canal disalay various =
ty’es of stone wail ‘construction, both with and without mortar. In most
places they have maintained themselvessturdily; in others they ha’t
sOmetLmes been repaired or rebuilt. Their general condition anocars
good. * As one oxception in Providence,there are remains of what once
right ha-ic ‘coon a sot of locks above Nill Street, for such were shown in
and early survey. The canal remains a long finger through a good part of
Providence, and it still flows.
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The Blacketone Canal was at its’beginnings thought oin 1623,
onenedfor use in 1328 anotherwith many canals being stretched through
out tne eastern Unite-a States. *in the first tuiro of the .c.,s Cc-n.i-;
occurred what might be called a frenzy of canal-building, induced by
si-rift industrial and or ercial developmentand the consequentneed for
a transportation network. All are familiar with the ;rie Canal; there
were also the Chesapeakeand Delaware, the Philadel-nhia State, the
Chesapeakeand Ohio, the Louisville and Portland, the Norris--Delaware
and Raritan, the Georgetown etc. The Dlackstone Canal justifiably takes
a place among them in national his ten’, and in Rhode Island it certainly
takes a notable place in local history. - -

, Here, its functions -rore to assIst in commercebetweenProvidence
and Worcester and to. stimulate the industrial developmentof intervonin’
towns and villages along the Noshassuckand’ Biaokstone Rivers. These it
did during its useful life of about twenty years, ended by the intro-- -

duotion- of a Providene--Worcestor railroad. It had forty-nina locks, - -

as well as tttow_paths, basins, dams, wharves, e:nbanlmients, toll houses,
ens ctncr necessaryapoenhiacros"demonstrative oC tho engineering and
building skills of thetimes. ‘Its ‘Rhoie Island managementwas in the

* hnds of a corporation which had-been £or.ted by such-prominent citizená
- as Edward Carrington, Stephen H. Smith and Moses-B. Ives. Another cor-

poration finanoed and li-anagad the: construction and operation.of thecanaits’Nassaehuetts portibns. - -

- - -,

‘- Ir: Rhode. Island there’ ore still many tarts of the canal ‘visibly -.

I intact t-rhilô In Massae’hupettsthere remain only a ‘few vague and ziavsy
ecoc of ns o istence a all In these scctio’s e rtc flls On-cal-l valur.bie stri-als of the engineering and transportation ambitions
and technology of ‘the i82O’. We can see the mascnrr retainin walls,. -

Vciousybuiit some tow-paths tin wharfage areas‘ and‘the ‘path 0: tne
canal into the centre of Provioence In many northern parts of tne

- ,:,--‘ - - - - - - - - - - - - -: ‘See,continuation Sheet :, -- -
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‘cIty_ta seot:on not iately noted :or its beauty but scheduledbr improve-
rent--segments of tne canal with water stfl flowing, railed and sometimes
overhung by trens, provide almost the only, alive, picturesque thingto be
seen and watched.

In many cities ttpoc]cet parks of groen have lately been created. In
the remains of the Plackstonn Crnal, Providence has pocket streams of run
ning wnter between ruggedly handsome old masonry. They are interesting now
to discover; in future, freed of débris, they can form even more. pUoasur-
able accentsin developed areas. Above l, they shOuld he kept as visible
and tangible partsof the city!s and’ the state’s history of growth, plan
ning, commercial ambition and prosperity. -
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Cady, Jehn ijutchins: The Civic a:vi Arch:Ltectural Development,of Prey-
denon. lJ3S-l950. Providence, R. I., 1951.

Yap o: the Biackstcne Canal based on the orivinal suneyj 1328-1630
at hoda Island Historical Society, Providence.

Greer.e, -elcene Arnod: The PronQencePlanta-tons for Two i-tunered ar:a
Piftr Years Providence, 1UB6.
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- -* * The stretch of the Blactone Canal beginning at Front Street in -
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* - : Paul Ronci Memorial Park. It is the longest segmentof the original
forty-five mile canal still intact. Both the canal and the tow-path
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The canal was constructedbetweenthe years l82I. and 1828.
linked the cities of Worcester, Nassachusetts,andPrôvidence.Thepx--:
forty-five-mile stretch, with a drop of b5l feet in altitude, em-
played granite locks. The canal was not built as one independent -

and continuous stretch for its entire length, as it utilized the
parallel BlackstoneRiver at various points, thus saving some con
struction costs.- ‘ - - ‘

-

- Built at the height of the canal freny, the Blackstone had a
life cif nearly twenty-five years--few of them prosperous. To begin
with, it was too late in coming. John Brown of Providence had seen - -

the advantages ofsuch a canal openingup country markets for Provi- ‘

dence trade in the Zate 17001s; but when his fellow-merchant, Edward - -

Carrington, brought that vision to realization in the 1620’s the A - -

- coming of the, railroad already heralded a faster and better *ay of -

moving goods and passengers.- In addition, thecanal project was r -

underfinanced. Also, hasty planning had failed to provide a proper
-system of reservoirs to maintain a continuous water level; droughts A:
and diversions of water by mill-owners resulted in frequent inter
ruptions of service. - - - - - - -

To-day few sections of the canal remain. There are no knam I

locks still to be seen, though some of their remainsmay exist. In1,
several places in Massachusettsthe canal has been filled, in. 1The1A
canal bed in Rhode Island, however, is largely intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Include Personages. DotoL Events. Etc-

The Blackstone Canal was at its -eginnings thought o in 1823,
opened for use in 1828 anotherwith many canals being stretched thrcu-
out the easternUnited States. In the first’ third of the CC Century
occurred what might be called a frenzy of canal-b-tiilding, induced by
si-nit industrial and commercial-developmentand the consequent.need for
a transportation nett-york. All are familiar with the zne Canal; there
were also’the Chesapeakeand Dsiaware, the Pniladelphia State, the
Chespéakeand Ohio,’ the Louisville and Portland,’ the- Norris-Delawar9
and Raritan, the Georgetown etc.- -The Blackstone Canal justifiably ‘takes
a tlace among then in national history; and in Rhode Island it certainly
takes a notable place in local history. - - ‘ - - - - -

- - -

-

- Here its functions were to assist in coiinerce between Povidenc
and Worcester and to stimulate -the industrial. developmen-t’of intervenin-
toms and villages along the- NoshassuckaPd Bladkstone Rivera. - These it.
did during its useful life:of about twenty years, ended--by the thto-
c.acton of a Prondence__orcester :ailroao It nac forty-nne lo&’s,
as well as "t’ct--paths, basins, dams, wharves, embanlsiients, toll’ houses1
a’d etr’cr necessaryaptenoarresldemonstrative of the engireerin-r a d
bu.lcin1 skflls ol’ the times Its Thocie Island managementwas n t-e
bands of a corooratton which had ceen foned cy such pranirent cit.ize-s
as La rare Carrrgton, Stephen i-i. Smith and Noses B. Ives Anotner cor
poratIon financec and ran-gad the construction and oteration of the
canalts hassachusettsportions.

In noae Island thero are still many narts of ttle canal vsy
intact whik in i’assaehuet-cs here ra’rain only a few vagte a a a
eaaces of its existence at all. In these sectionsre rc’vc haori-
cally valuwle strvivals of the engrineonngand transoortaion amrltiQrs
and ec’mology of the 182015 1ie can seetne masonry retan1 g wails,
vanoasly built, sore tow-paths and wharfage areas, and the tatn of ;ne
canal into the centre of Proncence In many northern parts of the

See Continuation Sheet

-
PZiSIOD Check One or Morons ApproprifltO

Pro-Columbion C 18Th Century C

19th Century 1X

20th Century C

H

- I

/-

- - - ‘ F’

II



I -

- I --

-y
-: - -

1

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERYICE

NATIONAL REGIS-t ER Or HtS OR!C 2 LACES

- NVENtORY - NOhUNATION FORM -

-- Continuation Shce

-- / - For-n L’-tJc -

, /1 Dec: ;5oS
STATE

Rhe Island

COUNTY -

Providence

FOR NPS USE OiLY
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8. bignincance. - / - - - -

city--a section not lately noted for its beauty t scheduled for improve-
ment--seents of the canal with water stifl flowing, railed and sometimes
overhung by trees, provide almost the only, alive, picturesque thingto be
seen and watched. - - - - -

In many cities "poàkct parks’ of green have lately been created.- In
the remains of the Black-stone Canal, Providence has pocket streamsof run
ning water betweenruggedly handsomeold masonry. They are interoctinr now
to discover; in future, freed of di5bris, they can form even,more, pileacur-.
able accents in developed areas. Above l, they shOuld be kept as visible
and’tangible i-arts of the city’s and the state’s-history of growth, plan
ning, commercial ambition and prosperity. - - - ‘- ‘ - -
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9. MAJOR SIBLIOCRAPHICAL REFERENCES ‘--- :. - - ‘-:,:"-Y :-

Cady, John Hutchins: The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi
dence, 1636-1950. Drovidence, R. C7193?D. -

Map of the Black-stone Canal based on the original surrey, 1828-1830 - -

at Rhode Island-Historical Society, Providence. -

Greene, hTelcome Arnold: The Providence Plantations for Two Hundred and
Fifty Years Providence, labo. ‘ ‘ - - ‘ -

10 GEOGRAP’-ICAL DATA____

LATI TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN ATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
" DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY -

- R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE - -

CORNER LATITUDE J LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutos Soconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW -1° 21v 26" Iil° SLI.’ 22" ° * -- -

- NE 7j0 2V 00 hi° SIC 22" ‘ - - - -

SE 71° 2b 22 Itl° b9’ 36" - - - - -

- SW 7l 2h$O - hi ° b9 - - -

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STA,TU: : ‘
- CODE COUNTY - - - CODE

STATE: - - - CODE COUNTY: - - - ‘. ‘ -

‘ j_CODE

STATE: - - - - ‘ CODE COUNTY: - , - -
-

COOE

STATE: ‘ ‘ - - CODE COUNTY: ‘ ‘ - - ‘ -

- ,__CODE

r DOR

- NAME AND TITLE:
- - - -

- - - - H - -- -‘ -

Richara B. Hrrington, Consultant ‘ - - - - - -

ORGANIZAflON - - - - - - - -‘ -‘ ‘ DATE : - -

Rhode Island HistocalPreserátibn COmmission - - ‘ - Ju17 28, 1970-
- STREET AND NUMBER: - - .- - - -- - ‘- , - -‘ -‘ - - ‘ ‘ -‘ - --

- tate -nouse,- 90, Smth Street - : - -: - - - - :- - - --

1C:TY OR TOWN: - - - - - ‘I - - - - - ISTATE - - - - -- - - - CODE2

Prondence I Rhoce Island, 02903

I,

‘ii

/
/ -

c_s -

IC

H

- - - - - :
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i sn 1 Ii’tortc Prt.srvqt on Act 0r 1066 PUbliC I OW

b9 665 ‘ ii rLby no:rin ti. this propotty or inclusion

ifl t’L tson,’ ssti.r and certtiy that it has boon

LVa uaii.d 0ccorc1 :15 to the crstLrta and procedures set

tort’, b, t ‘,a ion.1 Par. Service "1 ho rccomtnended

-vi.1 c/ ss ,ifi&nce of this nomination is

ational State Locat C

:1 hereby. éertify that this property iS included in the
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-Title,
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[NAME . ::.. -.

COMMON: on1

1°" HISTORIC:

LOCAT1ON . . .

STRtT AND NUMOCRI

From Front Street Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWNI

Lincoln Providence
STATEt co COUNTY:

Rhode Island Providence

. PHO7ORFERENCE ,

lPHoTO CRCOIT: Rhode Island Historical Society
oot: engraving: 1o30; copy negative, 1970

EGATIVE LEO AT: Rhode Island Historical Society, 2, Power Street,
Prcvidnce, Rhode T1nd 0290

IDENTIFIcATION
OECRI8E VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

View from the west towardsMart Square in Providence, showing on
left the terminus of the Blackstone Canal.
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Rho&lsland
COUNTY ,

Providence
FOR NPS UE

E..TRY tU:/ZtF C..’.TC ,

LNAME --

TCOMMON: Blackstone Canal
ANO’ØR HISTORIC:

1ILLOCATION 1/
STREET AND NUMBER:

From Front Street Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeSreet.s
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Providence

Pridence

HOTO CREDIT: Philip Seibert
jATEOFPHOTO:y, 1970

EGATIVE FILED AT: 1Tifliam D. 1’Tarner, 30, Benefit Street,
I i’rc’vionce, ithodo TmThrid, .O29C

jjDENTiFICATION

UNITED STATES DITFAITMFNT OF THE INTLRIOi
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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V.’
DESRI BE VIEW. DIR EC TI ON. ETC.

The canal as seen from the Smith Street bridge, flowing southard
into dotown Providence.
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UN1TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TIlE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTEROF HISTORiC PLACES COUNTY

Providence
PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS uSE O.LY

Type all entries - attach to orenc1osewith photograph
ENTRY NMER

[NAME . ... ,.... ...

JCOMMOH: Blackstone Canal
1ANOOfl HISTORIC:

[LOCATION . .‘ . .

STREET AND NUMBER:

From Front Street1Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln / Providence

STATE: / CODE COUNTY:

Rhode Island / 38 ] Providence o0T
PHOTO RFERENCE .. .,../, ..... . .

LPHOTO CREDIT: Philip Sèibert
DATE OF PHOTO: May, 1970

EGATIVE FILED AT: William D. Warner, 30 Benefit Street
Prdence, Rhode Island, 029O1

DENT1FICATION ../. . . ... . .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

The canal as it passesthe Eagle Mills at the west eage of the
Screw Company property on StevensStreet, Providence See N. R.
nomination for MoshassuckSquare, Providence.
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UNITED STATES DUAkTMFNT OF ThE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I Rhode Island

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR P$ USE LY

ENTRY NUMType alt entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

NAME .

CMON: Blackstone Canal
ANfl OR HISTORIC:

[LOCAT1ON . . .. . . . .*:
.

STREET ANC NUMBER:

Froi Front Street Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Providence

STATE: CODE COUNTY:
Rhode Island 33 Providence pC07

. . . .

[PHOTO CREDIT: Philip Seibert
bATE OF PHOTO: Nar, 1970

EGATIVE FILED AT; William D. Warner, 30, Benefit Street,
Providence Rhode Island 0290.t

IDENTIFICATION .. . . ...: . . ..

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

Western granite-block wall of the canal opoositethe Eagle Mills
of the American Screw Company, Stevens Street, Providence . See
N. R. nomination for MoshassuckSquare, Providence, jus before
the canal is crossedby Stevens Street.
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LLNAME . . . . . . . -I

1COMMON: Blacketone Canal
4ND’OR HISTOR:C;

[LOCAT ION ... i ,... .,.., . .

STREET ANO NUM,ER:

From Front Street Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Providetice
STATE:

. LCOOE COUNTY; C3DC
Rhode Island 38 Providence 007

HOTORFERENCE ,. . . . .

HOTO CREDIT: Philio Seibert
bATE OF PHOTO: iiay, 1970
1EGATIVE FILED AT William D Warner, 30, Benefit Street
I - Providence, Rhode Island, O290

I. IDENTIFICATiON . . . . . . . . .. .

IOEScRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

The canal as it emerges fromthe Sayles Finishing Plant in Lincoln,
Rhode Island, following the MoshassuckRiver bed.
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PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type alt entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph
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Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS UE OY

ENTRY NL1DER YE

NAME . . . . . ,

TEOMM0N: Black.tone Canal
ARDOR HISTORIC; I

LOcATION . .. . . . . . . . .

:

:

TUOYT

STREET AND NUMBER:

From Front Street Bridge To Steeple and Prienade Streets
CITY OR TOWN;

Lincoln Providence
STATE:

Rhode Island .

CODE COUNTY:

Providence
HOTORFERENCE . .

PHOTO CREDIT Philip Sei’oert
DATE OF PHOTO: Nay, 1970
frEGATIVEFILEDAT:Wil1iam D. Warner,

Providence, Rhode
30, Benefit Street,

Island, 0290li
DENTIFICATION ... .. .. . . . ..

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

East wall of the canal in Providence, of piled stones without
mortar.
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PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

ktTnode 1siac1 -i
C OU I. TV

Providence
FOR rP USE CLY

El, TRY :UI/.:F

[NAME : . . .

COMMON: Blackstone Canal
lAND OR HISTORIC:

jOCATION . . . . . . . ..

STREET AND NUMBER:

From Front Street Bridge To Steeple and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Providence
STATE;

Rhode Island
PhOTORFERENLE . . . . . . .

PHOTO CREDIT: Philir Seihort
DATE Of PHOTO: Nay, 1970
ICOATIVE FILED AT: Wi1iian 0. Warner, 30, Benefit 5trect,

Providence, Rhode Island, 02901k I

jjDENTiFICAT1ON . .. ...... .... . . . .

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

East wall of the canal in Providence, of stones and mortar.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Typeall entries - attach to or enclosewith photograph

$ TATE

Rhode Is].and
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

[NAME .
.

.. .
.

.. . .
. .. . . .

4MON: Pnial Ronc4 MAn1nri1 Prk
jANO/OR HISTORIC: P1nnk.nnA ‘.nnn

LOcATION .. . .. :..

STREET AND NUMBER:

from Front Street north to the Ashton Darn
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln
STATE:

Rhode Island, O286 I Cj4E_jCOUNT5irjdeflCe CODE

PHOTORIFERENCE . .. . ‘...

10T0 CREDIT: Rhode Island Historical Society
OF PHOTO: 1965

14EGATIVE FILED ATI Rhode Island Historical Society, 2, Power Street,
Providence, Rhode Island, 02906

jIOEWflFICATIO’i
DEscRI*E VIEW. DICCTION. ETC.

View looking north, along canal fran its Southern Lonedale
portion and showing tow-path at right.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

Type all entries - attach to or enclosewith map

STATE

Rhode Island
COUNTY

Providence
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE

LJ4AME .. .... . . . j.. . . ..
.. ... .. ... . .

COMMON: Blackstone Canal
- AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOC ATION
STREET AND NUM BER:

From Front Street Bridge To Steeplo and PromenadeStreets
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Providence
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Rhode Island 35 Providence 007
MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

SCALE: EnlarEed photographically to
DATE: l97

REQUI EMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.

2. North arrow. /
3. Latitude and longitude reference. /

The course of the canal is
indicated in red.




