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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGtNAL if known PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jamestown Windmill, built. in 1787, stands on high land on Co
nanicut Island, overlooking the East Passageof NarragansettBay. Mass
ively constructed of hand-hewn oak timbers diagonally braced, and placed
on a nibble foundation, it is shingled on the outside. The corners are
sheathed withvertical strips. In shape the mill is a three-stdry octa
gonal tower about 30 feet in height with a domed top or bonnet whose in
terior framing is umbrella-like. This bonnet carries the windshaft which
holds the latticed wooden arms, or sweeps, and it is designed to turn on
an iron track the original track was of wood so that the 25-foot vanes
may he faced into the winds. In earlier mills, the building rested on a
post or pivot, and the whole structure was turned to face the wind. A
simple plank door with strap hinges opens at the south into the first
floor, which is 20 feet wide. There is also a "hack11 door. The two
granite grinding stones, 5- feet in diameter, are in position under the
driveshaft. A lever raises the upper stone by about * inch for grind
ing, when the corn is poured between them through a trap-door and chute
from the secondfloor. A crane device can lift the top stone away, when
this is required, to be roughenedby a set of sharp rods. The walls have -

exposed interior corner posts, studs, cross-braces, and sheathing. Much
of the wood, including elements of the extremely heavy grinding table, is
a part of skillful restoration.

-I

Narrow stairs lead up to the ‘second story, which provided storage
for both corn and meal. The third floor is filled by the huge wheel that a
surrounds the windshaft. This wheel transmits the motion of the outdoor
arms to the main shaft, a heavy, vertical post connected to the top
grinding stone. The old wooden gears have beenreplaced with iron ones,
and much of the wheel bracing has been rebuilt, The bonnet itself, which -

turns on a gear track connected to a large sprocketed wheel outside
turned by pulling a continuous chain, has been repaired and reshingled.
Here, as in each of the three floors, tiny windows admit only enough
light to see; the large wheel is a striking sight even in the semi-dark
ness. A frame of delicate arched wooden ribs supports the bonnet.

The windmill remained in use by the community until 1896. Resto
ration of the exterior was undertakenin 1957, and in 1960 restoration
and repair of the -mechanical and grindini! works inside the building made
them operable again.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- 1indmil1s of ‘this type, once common and basic necessities, are now
fast-disaenearing, interesting examples of former ways of grinding grain.
Belived to be the third windmill on JamestownIsland, this structure hasU,

stood with the exception of repair and repladementwhen necessary un-
chanred since 1787. It was then built with town aPpropriations, and

O later it came into the codperative ownership of fourteen individual,
local millers who used it. It is a good example of early civic endeavorto provide a public facility or utility, and it is a fine example alsoof early utilitarian architecture ‘and early mechanical contrivance.

The mill remained in continual operation until 1896. Since thattime it has beenunder the care, first, of the Windmill Society which inI- l9Oli bought it to preserve it and--soon afterNards and since--of the
U, JamestownHistorical. Society. The windmill has been restored to operating condition largely through locally-gathered funds. Although the
- windshaft and vanes had to he replaced after severe hurricane damage,

the millstones, gears, crane etc. are all original, as are most of thew , structure Is timbers.
w

A icturesque landmark at all times, the building. is open to thepublic during the summer season, giving opportunity to inspect themachanism and omeration of an early gristmill and the fine internal cmstruction of this particular one.
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Detail of interior at first-floor level, showing grinding table
and millstones.
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